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DAVID THE SECOND. 

THE earl of Mafcfi had beccf obliged t<^ a.d. 1337. 
f^air^ al! Kiis 6wn charge, Ms caffle of Srfi^itrf 
Ifxmhiti footfSfttfihc battteofHaR-' ^^ 
don; and having taibeft an oafh of fedty to £d4 
^ard, the goVeMffieftt of k v^2ti comimtted i6 
kimfelfi Ekher fitot tit&ldflg himfel^ fu^ier^ 
cfoftfidertd, or tdpe^&tt^ 6( hi^ co^feifce,' h<?> 
fead joined the i*6yalifts^ and had hithyirfiiii 
itrumfehtal in their fecc*flfes under the giK^dSam 
Upon leaving his caftle, . he committed it to the 
aiftody of his wife, who is known in kiftory by 
the name of Black Agnes of Dunbar, and (il 
i miftake not) daughter to Randolph, the brave 
earl of Murray, and confequently grand-nice*^ 
to the great Bnice; 1?hl^ lady itthdritea ' sflf- 
• V0L.UI, B 2 the^ 
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337» the courage and patriotifm of her high lineage. 
The garrifon under her had infefted the roads 
between Berwic and Edinburgh, and in a man- 
nei* rendered them impaifable by the Engliih ; 
fo that Edward gave orders to the beft generals 
he had) to block the place up by fea and land. 
The lord Henry Plantagcliet,, the earls of Salif* 
bury, Angus, Arundel, with the lords Nevil, 
Picrcy, fitaflFord, and other noblemen, were 
employed in this fervice, to which twenty thou- 
iand of the beft troops in England, and a ftrong 
fljpet of Genoefe gallies, were allotted.. The 
fiege, according to the beft Engliih hiftorians, 
was for nineteen weeks carried on with incon- 
ceivable fury- ; but the pkcewas defended 'with 
equal intrepidity by the gallant countefs, who 

. . feems to* have animated her ganifan:wkh her 
wit and humour, as well as her example and 
courage *. All, however, muft have been in- 
ffiedual, had it not been for a fpirited effort 
^de by Sir Alexander Ramfay, who with a 
i^ew chofen foldiers efcaped through the Englifh 
fleet, and threw a reinforcement of men and 
provifions into the place. Scotch authors are 
fond of intimating, that this feafonable fupply, 

* She would fbmetimes ftand on the walls, and mth a white 
liahdkerchief wipe the places where ftones thrown from their 
engines had fallen ; and once, as the Englifli pioneers advanced 
under tlie covert of a certain machine, called a Sow, flie faid 
rtierrily, " That unlefs they looked well to their fow, (he would 
ig^n mal(( her caft* her pigs*** She was as good a$ her word* 
jforfo©|x after the-ehginc was d^ftroyed. . 
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and a lucky fiilly made by the ganifon, obliged -a.d. 133^. 
the Engliih to raife the fiege. I am far from which is 
being of that opinion, though I think that it "^^'^'^^ 
faved the caftle. The greateft generals^ the 
braveft troops, and the ableft feamen in Eu- 
rope, were employed in the fiege, and would 
not have abandoned it upon the arrival of forty 
men, which waa all the reinforcement brought 
by Ramfay to the garrifon. It is therefore rea- 
fbnable to fuppofe, that the countefs was con- 
firmed in her heroic refolution to hold out the 
place fome days longer^ till flie fhould fee how 
the news brought by Ramfay of the ftate of 
BalipPs affairs would operate upon the English. 
Her expeAations were anfwered, and the fiege, 
in a few days, was raifed, that the army might 
advance northwards to the afliftance of Baliol 
and their countrymen. With this view, two 
large detachments were fent off", while the reft 
of the army was to return to England ; the 
one under the command of the lord William 
Talbot ; the other under the lord Richard Mon- 
tague ; but they were defeated by the royalifts, .nd the 
and Talbot was made prifoner. Th? Scotch ^"4^ 
hiftorians have been fo ungrateful as not to 
give us the particulars of this defeat, and feem 
to have confounded fome circumftances at- 
tending it with what had happened fome time 
before; and indeed the like confufion is ob- 
fervable inthe Engliih hiftorians, for Mr. Barnes 
has antedated this fiege* That thofe two de- 
tachments 



TH E H I S T O il Y 

'J3»' tachmehts were defeated by the Scots, at thi* 

** • . -, 

time, feems, however, to have been certain j 
for it is acknowledged, tjhat foon after, the caf* 
ties of Edinburgh, Stirling, Perth, and Cowpcr, 
were all the places of force whicb Baliol or Ed-, 
ward then held in Scotland Such are the only 
operations pf war in that country, during the 
yc^ 1 337t that I have been able to discover; 
^^ Edward began now to be more flexible with> 

regard to David and his friends. He Ihewed 
himfelf willing to liften to a treaty, in which 
David fliOiild be confidered as a principal ; and 
a truce was in the mean time concluded, be- 
tween his plenipotentiaries and the Scotch 
cQim^iffionera, Sir Alexander Seton and Lau* 
rence Prefton,, which was to continue: from- 
Febniary to Midfummer following. Edward,. 
after this, prepared for his French expedition,, 
but left the earls of Arundel and Angus his ge-. 
nerals in Scotland, with plenipotentiary powers^ 
in aH civil afiairs. About this time, the royal 
intercft in Scotland received a heavy Mow by 
the death of the guardian. Sir Andrew Murray,, 
who had with equal integrity and fuccefs re- 
ftored, in fonic meafure, the indep€n4ency of 
his country, after it was thought to have been^ 
i^retrie^'ably ruined. 

We are in the dark as to the condu6): of the 
high-lleward, now fole regent, for the laft two 
years preceding his coadjutor's death, which- 
creates fome fufpiciQUithat he^ was^ difcoiitetiied ;< 

but^. 






F. SCOTLAND. 7 

l^utke no footer entered upon the fole exer- A.D.133^ 
die of his power^ than he fhewed himfelf wor- 
thy of it* The Scots, i^pon the expiration of 
the truee^ earned fire and fwprd hrtp the JEiig^ 
Uih bordem ; and, notwithilahding the inacou 
racy; of their Mlxsrians, many gallant anions 
were perfornwd. Wc are told they had, be* 
fore this^ endeavoored to furprife the caftles 
of Addling and Edinburgh, but that they mif- 
carried in both attempts ; which I fufpec): to 
heaver been antedated,, but the naiftake is of 
little t:on&quence. k i& certain, that Thomas 
Knawton, who aded ' as the Englifh provoft* 
maribal in Edinburgh, had been kiUed by one 
Fcandergafi, another EngU&mans, whopi he 
ha^d. b^ftinadoed; The latter fled to the lord 
Wi^UaiB ^Douglas-, to whonx he diicoyered i^ 
howloofe and unguarded a manner the Englifh 
lay in Edinbux^h^ juid that it was. very prafli- 
cable to furpnfe the caAle itfelf. Boug}as made 
the .attempt accordingly,^ with a cho&n band 
of men,, in the night^me, . and put about fou^ 
Ijkundred EngHih to the fwprd ; but the. garrifon 
being alacmed,. he retired without making any 
attempt upon the caftle. 

It is. remarkable that the king of France had snccds of 
rejiafted the truce which the Scotch royaliils ^°"8*«* 
had acceded, though they uhqueftionably, 
at this time, were daily receiving fupplies of 
jBoiiiey and arms, and (if we believe the Eng- 
lilh authors) of troops likewife from France,- 

or 
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D. 1338. or her allies. If the Scots really received any 
troops from Philip, it is furprifing that no men- 
tion is made of their officers, cither in the Scotch 
or Englifh hiftories of the time, cfpecially after 
the fteward had opened the campaign againft 
the Englifh in Teviotdale, which the lord Wil- 
liam Douglas reduced to David's obedience, 
and received a new grant of it for himfelf and 
his heirs. Sir Thomas. Berkley was the Englifh 
general in thofe parts, and had the good fortune 
to furprife Douglas at Blackburn, and to cut off 
all the Scots of his party, excepting himfelf and 
other two (one of whom is faid to have been the 
great-fteward) who fought their way, and efcap- 
cd through the Englifh ranks. Douglas, after 
this, defeated a party of five hundred Englifh 
and Scots under Sir John Stirling, with other 
flying bodies. Thofe flight fucceffes encouraged 
him to make bolder attempts ; and he attacked 
a large detachment of the Englifh army near 
Melros, who were eTcorting a convoy of pro- 
vifions. Here he* was defperaJtely wounded, 
but he carried off the convoy *. After this 
he took and fortified the caflle of Hermitage 
in Liddefdale, and defeated another detachment 
of the Englifh under Sir Laurence Vaux ; and 
though he was five times repulfed, in one day, 
by Sir William Abernethy, one of BalioPs of-' 

• I am of opinion that this aftion happened in the rear of th0 
ExigUlh army, as it was returning Uvm tbe iiege of Dunl>ar. 

ficersj 
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ficers ; yet, in the fixth attack, he defeated and a. 0*1339, 
took him prifoner. After this, towards the end 
of the year, or the beginning of 1 339, Douglas 
went over to France, to lay before David the 
flate of his affairs in Scotland, and the probabi* 
lity of his reftoration, if farther reinforcements 
were fent from thence. 

No general battle was .fought while the earlS 
of Arundel and Angus commanded ft)r Edward 
in Scotland ; but in the beginning of the yezt 
J 2399 the lord high-fteward refolved to diftin-* 
guifh himfelf by opening the fiege of Perth^ 
which Edward and his engineers had fortified 
with uncommon fkill, and provided with ah 
excellent garrifon. Sir Thomas Ochtred wa^ 
its Englifli governor ; and befides the Englilh, 
the town was garrifoned by a confiderable body 
of Scotch Baliolifts. The defence they made for 
three months was fo brave, that the fteward 
was about to raife the fiege, when Douglas ar- 
rived from France with a fupply of five (For- 
dun fays two) fliips, fome men, and all kind of 
provifions, under one Hugh Handpile* The rctXc^^ 
Englifli feem, at this time, to have been mailers ^^^ 
of the fea ; for Handpile, in attempting to fuc- 
cour the place, ran one ofhis fliips aground, but 
afterwards recovered her. Fordun fpeaks of 
Handpile as if he had been a free-booter or 
pirate, which might have been owing to the 
French king's caution, in not fuffering him to 
Z&. under his flag or commijQlon. The lofs of 
Vol. HI. C his 
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clayj for high treafon ; and died a prifoner in a, p. 1339k 
the caftle of Mamore. 

, The abfence of Edward in France no doijbt a new 
contributed greatly to the fuccefs of the Scotcl^ 
royalifts. Baliol had no head for the chief ma- 
nagement of affairs ; and the Englifh nobility, 
whom Edward had left in the government of 
the northern counties, were without either the 
power or the inclinatiou to continue the war; 
for we know of -nothing afted in the field after 
the reduftion of Perth, The truth is, Edward's 
affairs on the continent, at this time, though he 
had taken upon himfelf the title of king of 
France, and treated Philip with the fimple ap- 
pellation of Philip of Valois, bore no very pro- 
mifing appearance. He had in a manner, 
been compelled to agree to a truce with the 
French ; the fixth article of which provided, 
that there fhould be a truce between the Eng- 
lilh and the Scots for the fame time ; and cer- 
tain pcrfons were to be appointed, upon the 
borders of each kingdom, to fee it obferved, 
upon fuch conditions as had been formerly; 
which, if the Scots refufed, the king of France 
was not to aflift them with forces, nor any other 
wa^^s to relieve or encourage them. And it 
was further agreed, that this truce Ihould be 
notified, or proclaimed, in England and Scot- 
land, fix and twenty days after the date thereof. 
This truce was to lafi: from the twenty-fifth of 
September 1 340, to Midfuramer following, dur- 

C 2 ing 
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li.D.1340. jjjg which time we know little of the internal 
aflfairs of Scotland, but that it was afflicted with 
a moft dreadful famine through the long con- 
tinuance of the war. As to Edward, his diffi- 
culties encreafed eveiy day. The debts he had 
contracted to his foreign auxiliaries were im-^ 
menfe. His fucceffes had hitherto been very 
indifferent, and England had been obliged to 
defray not only the expences of the garrifong 
which he and Baliol had ftill in Scotland, but 
to furnifh them with arms and 'provifions ©f 
every kind ; nor was the treachery of fome of 
Edward's allies the leaft of the difficulties he 
had to encounter at this time. 
AffocJatiofi Philip was fully fenfible of his fuperiority j 
ofthc jiflg^ ^j^ J David had ferved under him as a volunteer 
during the late campaign. His regency in Scot- 
land (as the reader may perceive) was at liberty 
to accept the late truce or not, as they thought 
proper. They did the former; and Edward find- 
ing that Philip was determined not to abandon 
the Scots, refolved to repair to England in per- 
fon, to raife money for paying his allies, and for 
renewing the war with Scotland. Before his 
iarrival, he had recommended, in the moft 
earneft manner, to the lords proprietors of the 
northern counties, that they would provide for 
the fafety of the marches there. A kind of af» 
Bawcf, fociation was hereupon formed. Gilbert Um-^ 
^* ' fraville, earl of Angus, the lord Henry Piercy^ 
Jlalph lord Nevil, the lord Anthony Lucy of 
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, Cockcrmouth, the lord John Segrave, under- a, d. 1340. 
took all together tofet forth for Scotland at their 
own colls, two hundred and ten men of 
arms, and two hundred and twenty archers. 
The lord John Mowbray was appointed go- 
vernor of Berwit upon Tweed, being retained 
for one year, his garrifon confifting of a hun- 
dred and twenty men at arms, a hundred hal* 
berdiers, and two hundred archers ; great part 
of whom were at his own charge. The lord 
William Felton, who was governor of Rox- 
burgh-caftle, befides thirty-fix men at arms, and 
forty halberdiers, for his defence, was to furnifli 
fixty men at arms, fifty halberdiers, and as many 
archers, for the field. Sir Thomas Rokeby un* 
dertook for the defence of the caftle of Edin- 
burgh and Stirling ; and five of the northern 
noblemen engaged to furnifh five hundred . 
and fifty men for the protection of the borders. ^ 
Baliol had now become fo poor and defpicable, 
that he coukl furnifh but twenty men at arms^ 
and fubfifted upon a penfion of three hundred 
pounds a-year, afligned him upon the revenues 
of the archbifhopric of York, which happened 
to be then vacant. The uncertainty we are un- 
der as to the number which every man at arms, 
or knight brought to the field, leaves the force 
employed for the defence of the borders inde-. 
termined ; but we cannot well fuppofe it to 
Ijave foUen IJxort of fifteen thoufand men. 

the 
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A.D, 1341, t;i^q confufion of the Scotch chronology ha 
difarranged fome of the occurrences of this pc^ 
riodj but there is no reafon to fupppfe that the 
truce, which expired the twenty-fourth of June 
1 341, was broken. No.fooner, howiever, did it 
expire, than the Scots took the:field, having prc^ 
vioufly received large fupplics of men and mo* 
ney from France. The carl of Angus, and other 
commiffioners, in Edward's abfence, arrayed the 
militia of Yorkfhire,* Nottingham, Derby, and 
Northumberland, and provided, in the beft man- 
ner they could, for the defence of the borders ; 
The wtr ^^^ ^^^7 wcrc uuable to prevent the Scots frorm 
itatwtd. carrying their ravages to the walls of Durham. 
Sir William Douglas and Sir Alexander Ram^ 
fay of Dalhoufy diftinguifhed themfelves chief- 
ly under the fteward during this campaign ; the 
fUccefs of which was crowned by the recovery 
of Edinl?urgh-caftle from theEnglifh, by the fol- 
lowing ftratagem, which was executed by Sir 
William Douglas and Sir Simon Frafer. 
The Scots Xhat caftle continued to be held by Edward, 

retake the " . ' 

caftle of as part of his domain, and received frequent 
Ibpplies from England by jDhiipping, which ge- 
nerally landed at Leith, about two miles to the' 
caftward. After the recovery of Perth, and 
about the time of the invafion of England by 
the Scots, thofe fupplies became precarious, and 
were fometimes cut off; fo that the garrifon 
began to want feveral neceffarics. Douglas, 

■ who 
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who was no ftrangier to its fituation, ordered a a. d. 1341, 
body of men to (!onceal themfelves in the niins 
of fomc adjacent houfes ; and difguifiing 
hicnfelf, with a few of his braveft fdllowerii, 
as fidlors and waggoners, they found means to 
prefcnt themfelves before the caftle, attended by 
a number of carts which feemed to be loaded^ 
and which they pretended contained certain 
ncceffaries he knew the garrifon expeded. It 
being then but day-break, they appeared to be . 
fo anxious to conceal themfelves and their con-r 
voy, that the porter gave the two knights ad* 
taittance into an outer court, where Douglas 
/ killed him ; and feizing the keys of the caftle, 
opened an inner gate, the paffage of which they 
foon barricaded with their carts, waggons, and 
their horfes, which they hamftrung; The blowing 
a horn was the fignal for thofe who had been 
concealed in the ruins, to run to their affiftance; 
and they found Douglas and his friends warm-» 
ly engaged with the garrifon, in maintaining 
the gate they had barricaded The arrival of 
the reinfbrceniient put an end to the combatf 
and the Scots, after killing all the garrifon but 
its governor Leigh, and fix Englifh efquires, 
took poffeffion of the fortrefs *• 

* Though tKere is no material difference in f roiiTard's and^ 
the Scotch account of this fortunate atchievement ; and though 
the fa<a is undoubted, yet it does not abfolutely appear, whether 
id happened before tho-tinice took place,.or after it was expired i 
for Fordun fixes it to the feventeenth of April 134.1, and naention* . 
£ullock as being concerned m the exploit* 

The 
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A. D. 1341. The reduftion of the caftle of Stirling was aft 
a-dsiiriiiig. ^^j^^ gjjj ^^^^ iffiportant than that of Edin- 
burgh, and its fiege was formed by ' the brave 
Douglas in the autumn of the year 134 1. Ed- 
Ward refolved, if poffible, t6 prevent its lofs be- 
ing addei to the other difgraces of his arms. He 
was then in England, and having ordered the 
rendezvous of his grand army to be made at 
Berwicjhe went to York; and according to the 
Scdttifh hiftorians, he fent two armies, one un- 
der Baliol, and the other under the earl of 
Derby, to raife the fiege, while he himfelf was 
preparing to follow them with forty thoufand 
men* The news of this determined Douglas, 
who had excellent intelligence, to redouble his 
efforts ; and being well provided with a fet of 
battering engines, he plied the fiege fo warmly, 
that its governor Lemefi, though one of Ed- 
ward's braveft and moft approved officers, was 
obliged to capitulate, that he and his garrifon 
fhould retire with life and limb, with their 
(words by their fides, and only one fuit of ap- 
parel. As to the armies under Baliol and the 
earl of Derby, I am apt to think either that the 
difpofitions made by the Scotch generals were 
fo good, that th^y durft not attempt to raife the 
fiege; or, which is ftill more probable, that they 
were obliged to return to England for want of 
fubfiftence. 
Propofais The caftles of Berwic and Roxburgh were all 

farauuw. ^j^^j. ^^^y remained of the mighty Ed ward^s ac- 

quifitions 
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fluifitionsMn Scotland, which, for almpft fifty •A.D.i34r< 
years paft, might be confidered as the grave of 
Engliflimen. Edward was at Berwic with forty 
thoufand foot, and fix thoufand horfe, exped- 
ing fupplies from his fleet, when he heard that 
he had loft Stirling. He immediately returned 
to Newcaftle, and with difEculty concealed from 
his enemies the diftrefles of his army ; but the 
troops under the earl of Derby wintered in the 
neighbourhood of Roxburgh. After the reduc- 
tion of Stirling-caftle, the high-fteward Douglas, 
and the other patriot heroes, who had almoft 
thus refcued Scotland, retired . to the ftrong 
pafles of their country, particularly within the 
foreft of Jedburgh, wifely refolving to ad on the 
defenfive, without hazarding a general engage- 
ment with Edward. From thence we are told, 
by Froiflard, that they fent propofals for a truce 
to Edward by a bifhop, an abbot, and two 
knights, who found him at the beginning of 
pecember at Newcaftle. Their propofals were 
to demand from him a truce for fix months ; 
That the Septs fliould, in the mean time, fend 
into France to king David^ " to proteft unto 
lnim, that unlefs he w;ould return home by the 
month of May next following, with power able 
to meet his enemies of England in the field, and 
to defend his reaJUn, ,then all Sc;Otiand would 
admit of king Edward's government, and never 
after own either David, or any of his pofterity, 
for their king ; and that thus to do upon king 
Vol. m, C Pavid's 
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.A.D*i34i« David^s failure, tU the lords of Scotland had 

agreed.'* 

which are BcforC I pfocecd, I atn to obferve, that the 

^reed lo. tfuth of thofc ptopofitions rcfts originally upon 

the credit of Froiffard, ^thotot receiving any 

countenance froth the records, or the other 

hiftories of thfe tittxe ; ihid therefore their au* 

thenticity has been queftibned by Abercroihby 

with fome degree of juftice. I dare not rejeft 

them, becaufe they ttiay be reconciled to pro* 

bability and the truth of hiftory. The patriot 

l^cots might reafonably think that their king, 

. by continuing iabroiad, would tbntraft idea^ 

that were incompatible with ^)ublic liberty; 

and that as he was hoW of age to head his ar* 

mies anc^ inatiage his afii^rs, his remaining 

k)ngfer in 5¥ance could carry tnth it lio fevotir^ 

able afpeft fot theit cotnttYob caufe. They 

ifiight even have received the hikt from Davltl 

. hitnTelf, that he might take leave of his ally 

with the better grace; and Very poflibly fome in^ 

forinatioh of that kind might, in xx)taverfatiota, 

be dropped by the coralriiiffioners to Edward. 

Y After allj I catiilot be t>f opitiibn, that thofe 

^ terms were the balls of the truce, Which un* 

doubtedly took place about this time ; as ExJ-* 

^ard Was for from being dil^afed iit haViAg 

a plaufible pretence for ddfAHfling his ti^ps^ 

and returning fouthward, while the Scoli went 

into wiiater-quarters. 

In 
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In Mafch ?3-^?, 2, fftfe^qopduA w^% granted a.d.i34». 
to Adam bi^op 0$ !pr6cl^n, Ps^tricl^ e^l oi^ 
Marcb, W|l|iai^ Doi)g*I;(s^ and othersi, to trea^^ 
on tl^e part of David iK^itjbi pt|ier commimonerf 
9^|i tl^e part of Edward. In tlie me^ time^ 
t^e Ifi^lfr bad ]^ept hi& Chriftipia^ ^t the abbey 
pf ]y[elro§s 4p4 S^ Wmifiin I^touglas^ with three 
pthef Scotch, knight3| paid a yifit to the ear^ 
pf Derby ?Lt lioxbfirgh, vb^rc they fpent fome 
days in martis^l z^n^^feppients. From thenc^ 
tl^ey ^djo^rned to Berwic^ where twelve ScQtcl^ 
I^pight^ were matched againft twelve Engliih^ 
and of the former two^ and one of the latter^ 
weye jelled by chance. Thofe vifits and inr 
terviews had a farther meaning than mere 
iUDfiufei^cpt. By what happened foon after, il 
appeal that the Scots took that opportunity 
pf becoming acquainted with the ftrength and 
iitiiation of the two pjapes j for we are told by 
Fo^d^l;^, that on the tjiirtieth of March^ i 342^ ^ 
3Ir Alexander Raipfay became mafter of the Rox]>ni^h 
caftle of Roxburgh by an efcalade. This i§ the Scots/ 
fome prefumption, that the truce which had 
been concluded in the beginning of December 
was now expired. 

!Py this time, Edw;ird was heartily tired of N^gocia- 
jnaipt^ining B^liol, and was iincerely difpofed Engird! 
towards a treaty with David. I do not per- 
peive thqit he even made any difpofitions to 
interospt that prince's return to Scotland, the 
intention of >vhich was no fecret, he having 

D z been 
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A.D. 1341. t>cen publicly invited thither by the ftates, wha 
employed Sir Robert Vefcy and Sir Simon 
Frafer for that purpofej but David is faid to 
have left France before their arrival there. It 
is not improbable, that Edward's moderation 
wzs diftated by his hopes of gaining over Da- 
Xid from the French ; but if they were, he was 
iniftaken. When he and his queen came to 
take, leave of Philip, the latter informed him, 
that he might expeft to be more ftrongly Sup- 
ported than ever ; and David renewed his pro- 
feffions of an eternal friendfliip for the French, 
to which he too punchially adhered. Among 
the Scots who were then in David's train was 
the earl of Murray, who, ever fince the time 
he was made prifoner at Duplin, had been de- 
tained in England ; but in the year 1 340, the 
earl of March, Sir Alexander Seton, William 
Levingftone, and two othier gentlemen, fur- 
rendering themfelves as hoftages in his ftead, ob- 
tained leave for him to vifit Scotland, and to 
go from thence to France, that he might raife 
his ranfom-money. The famous Montague, 
carl of Salifbury, was then a prifoner in the 
hands of the French; and Philip, at David's 

rcqueft, gcncroufly confented that he fhould 

• ■ ■ . . . 

be exchanged for the earl of Murray, which 

m 

was accordingly done, to Edward's great joy^ 
David hnds In the month of June (according to Fordun) 
David and his queen Jane, attended by the 
earl of Murray and the faithful Sir Malcolm 

Fleming, 
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Fleming, landed at Innferberry in the Mearns, a, 0.134*. 
from whence they were conducled in triumph 
to Perth. The fight of their beloved Bruce'st 
fon infpired the Scots with i joy which tofe 
almoft to enthufiafm, and his behaviour en-^ 
deared them ftill farther to his perfon. Not 
contented with thanking fubjects who had 
ferved him with fuch inviolable fidelity, he 
called for lifts of thofe who had fallen in the 
field in his caufe, particularly at Duplin and 
Halidon, and made them all the amends thaf 
was in his' power, by reinftating them in their 
poffeflions, adding to their eftates, or other- 
wife providing for their fortunes. The fcencs 
of ruin and devaftation which every where 
prefented themfelves to his eyes, joined to the 
promifes he had made to the king of France, 
infpired him with thoughts of revenge ; and ^ 
he ordered a general rendezvous of his army to 
be held at Perth, openly declaring, that he in- 
tended to make fevere reprifals upon the Eng- 
lifli. According to the beft contemporary au- 
thorities, his army, when muttered, amounted 
to fixty thoufand foot, and thirteen thoufand 
horfe, among whom were feveral Danifh, 
Swedifti, and Norvegian knights, who attended 
the powerful earl of Orkney, and ferved as vo- 
lunteers. 

• So numerous an army affembled in a fmall Barbarity ©f 
country, fo often defolated as Scotland had ^**"^^'*** 
lately been, and which had loft fuch niunbei^ 

of 
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JLP. 1343. of iabubitauits by the Cwar^i 9 At 4Lt t 

^Ue; and, ii tnie^ eoqfifms tprliat 1 1 

W9y« QKH^e than iiifpe^d, that Sfotl^ 

in thofip 4ays, fur more populovs than 

^ ffffent. It is with rolv^RPf that I bo 

tiOQ ai) dvtat which I find r«c«Fded by 1 
Md whiiii re^<^ diihoao w up^n the « 
of Dougla9, pQc ojF the hravtft ^f the 
patriots. Accordiag to that author, $11 
aade? Ramfay wgs, ef all tht Scoteh h 
thi moll accompliflied, and had hetn tl 
foitimate and a^ve in hia inroads upo 
laod. His great fervicos in the fraquent 
he had given to the EngUlh, and his i 
taking the caiiUe of Roxburgh, had 
xnended hin^ in a diftinguiihed mann 
David, who made him governor of th 
trefsi and beflowad upon him the cou: 
Tcviotdale* This liberality was, perhap 
.well judged. Douglas, who thought h 
on undoubted right to thofe honour^ and 
by his own and his iBunily fervices, to 
they had belonged befoi« they had been g 
by Sailed to the king of England, was 
afperated, th^t he refolved to deftroy R: 
Thje latter happening to hold a court 
tenants in the church of Hawick, waj 
denly furprifed by Douglas, with wh( 
had been but lately reconciled ; and whc 
ing with his followers into the affembl 
to death three of liamfay's friends, an 



ried &imfdf dff a pti£iMet t^ his caftk of Hef- jlq.x^ 
mitage, where he was ftarved to death, being 
kept feventeen days without food. Thofe and 
other barbarities which faapjpetied about thi^ 
time, were undoubtedly owing to that feudal 
independency which could bear no controuT, 
and which Was now afFcfted by David's feturm 
According to Buchanan, neither this daring 
liiUrderj nor that of Bullock, which I have al-* 
ready mentioned to have happened in the faihe 
maftner^ Was putiiflied by David, Who Very 
pofliWy Was deftitute of power to bring fuch 
capitll ofienders to juftice. The high^fteward 
took part with Douglas, who abfironded, and' 
not only procured him his pardon, but rcin- 
ftated him in the dilj)uted government and 
cJOunty. 

while David waS teuftcfing his forces at 
Perth, Edwkrd Was attentive only to making 
good his claim upon the crown of France, 
which now became his primary confideration. 
All he could do was to truft to the confederacy 
that had been formed amongft his Northern 
barons^ and oil the thirtieth of July he ilTued 
a writ, empowering Baliol to array all the mi* 
Ktia beyoud the Trent ; but *vre know of very 
little effect that- meafure had, fo defpicable was 
Baiiol now become in the eyes of the Eng- 
life. David marched from Perth to Dnm- 
fermling ; and croffing the Forth he reathcd 
Northumberland, - Edward having no army in 
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A.ai34». the field to oppofe him, the carl of Murray, 
under whom David himfelf fenced as a volun- 
teer, ordered his army to be divided into fevc- 
ral bodies, that they might more effechially 
lay wafte the country ; and meeting with no 
reMance, he laid fiege to Newcaille. This 
town had been ftrongly fortified by the No;l- 
them confederacy, and was defended by Sir 
John Nevil, an excellent officer, who in a fally 
furprifed a party of the Scots, killed five knights, 
whofe names were Stuart, Craigy, Boyd, Eg- 
lington, and FuUerton, and obliged them to 
raife the fiege. Froifiard, who trufted a good 
deal to memory, and was therefore apt to con- 
found, and fometimes exaggerate, facls, fays, 
that the earl of Murray was taken prifoner, and 
carried into Newcaftle ; which exafperated the 
Scots fo much, that they made a freih afiault 
upon the town, in which they were again de- 
.Th« Scot! feated ; and David raifing the fiege, deftroyed 
nife the the bifhopric of Durham, took the city, fpared 
Newcaftle, ucithcr holy men nor iacred edifices, and gave 
a full loofe to the moft cruel revenge. The 
circumftance of the earl of Murray's being taken 
prifoner, at that time, is undoubtedly a mif- 
take, and makes the whole of Froiilard's ac- 
count fomewhat doubtful. ^ It is, however, 
extremely probable, that David proceeded with 
great feyerity tlirough the bilhopric of Dur-K. 
ham; and that from thence he marched to 
Wark, which was defended by Sir Edward^ 

Moo* 
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Montague, a near relation to the earl of Salif- a. d. i34»t 
fcury, and the counteft of Salifbury herfelf. 
Froiffard has given that Jady's adions a moft 
romantic turn, and has infpired Edward with 
a paffion for hdr, on this occafion, that never 
exiflied but in his writings* 

The truth is, Nevil, after the brave defence and rettim 
he made at Newcaftle, pofted to Edward, whom co^t^^" 
he found in Surry ; and laying before him the 
dangerous ftate of his affairs in the North, 
Edward iffued commiffions, ordering his mili- 
tary tenants to affemble at York, where he was 
to head them in perfon agaihft the Scots. As 
David had undertaken this expedition againft 
the opinion of his wifeft generals and counfel- 
lors, who advifed him to delay it till Edward 
fhould pafs over to France, it was no wonder 
if the preparations made by the letter deter- 
mined the kiiig of Scotland (who had now 
taken upon him the command) and his gene- 
rals to retire to their own country. They were 
fo far from thinking of continuing hoftilities, 
that they would have proceeded without at- 
tacking the cafUe of Wark, had not Sir Edward 
Montague, in a kind of a braVado, made a 
fally, and carried off from the rear, which was 
comnianded by Douglas, a number of their 
horfes and carriages laden with plunder. The 
Scots thought themifelves bound in honour to 
revenge this infult ; and facing aibput, they gave 
a defpcirate affault to the caftlc,but withduc 
i Vot. IJI. E Cugcefi. 
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4L D. 134a. fuccefs. David, however, refolving not to be 
baffled, gave ^4eFS to renew the aflault with 
more effect; and Montague finding that the 
place muft be taken, if not relieved, left the 
fommand of it to the gaUant countefs, and 
efcaping on a fwift horfe, in a dark nighty 
through the Scotch army, reached Edward, 
who was advancing by flow marches, and inform* 
ed him of the danger of the cafile* A dreadful 
rain, which happened in the night-time, at once 
favoured Sir Edward's adventure, and difabled 
the Scots from completing their preparation^ 
%o fill up the foffes of the caftle, and renew the 
afiault ; fo that a council of war being held, the 
Scots decamped only fix hours before Edward 
(who had made forced marches, and whofe 
troops were terribly fatigued) appeared ia 

fight. 

inaccnracies - Thofc incidcuts, which I have related from 

riant. ^ Froifiard, might poflibly, and but barely fo, have 

happened. We have a detail in the records pub« 

^ihed by Mr. Rymer, from the firft of June to the 

fourth of Odober (when he embarked at Sand- 

' ^ich for France) of Edward's principal motions ; 

and they make no mention that he advanced 

farther northwards than Leeds, in perfon. The 

vacancies of fome days, however, renders- it poC^ 

Qble that he might have made a hally march» 

vith part of his army, to the relief of Wark ; 

a#id it is highly probable that the Scots retired 

L>ck re iv^^ .could Overtake thenu Next day ho 



■M . • '« lb 



O F 5 C O t L A N D. ^7 

pafied the Tweed, and marched towards the A,D.is4t. 
foreft of JedbUi^gh, The reft of Froiffard's ac- 
count of this expedition is againft all the evidence 
of records. He not only naakes Edwatd rettim 
to the caftle of Wark, where he fpends fome 
time in gallantry and feafting^ but purfiie the 
Scots at the head of his atttiy into the forcftv 
where he infulted them, but could not bring 
them to a battle, though many feats of armk 
were performed on both fides,' generally to the 
difadyantage of the Scots ; but it is allowed 
that in thofe fhirmiihes Douglas fignalized him« 
felf, and kept the Englifli in perpetual alarms. 

Upon the whole, I am inclined to believe^, 
and am fupported in my opinion by the befi 
Englifli genealogifts and antiquaries, thit nO 
fuch perfon as a countefs of Salilbury refided at 
Wark at this time, and that if the Englifh army * 

continued its purfuit from Wark into Scotland, 
it ttiuft have been headed by Baliol, or the earl 
of Derby, or both. My conjefture is ftrengthen- ^^^^' 
ed by the remarkable circumftance of an order 
from Edward, direfted to the archbifliop of 
Canterbury, towards the latter end of Auguft, 
to oflfer up prayers for-his fuccefs in the expedi- 
tion wMch he had undertaken to France in 
perfo^ and the profperity of an army which he 
intended lo fend into Scotland. 

Thii expedition (which, as I have already DiTid^t par- 
hinted, was obftinately undertaken by David) ^^Ij;^'.^'^^ 
{>rdv6d how much he was under the influence 

E 2 of 
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A. D. 1342. of hi^ French engagements. His country was 
lying in a manner defolate, and his fubje£^s re- 
duced to fubfift upon the proviiions they im« 
ported from abroad, or the plunder of the. Eng- 
lilh. It was plain that lEdward no longer main* 
tained his implacable refentment againft his 
brother-in-law, and that all he defired was to 
detach him from his French connexions. All 
this was laid before David by the wifeft of his 
counfellors ; but fuch was the fenfe he had of 
his engagements with Philip, that it was wilh 
difficulty they brought him to agree to a pro- 
pofal of a truce with Edward. Commiffionei^s 
At laft were appointed on both fides, and though 
the Englifli propofed that it Ihould continue for 
two years, David limited its duration to the 
firft of May, in cafe the farther prolongation of 
' it fliould not be approved of by Philip. From 
the compleclion of this period, I am of opinion 
that the Scotch noblemen difliked the continu- 
ance of the war j that it was owing to them 

A truce. t^^t Philip agreed to the two years truce. The 
Scotch hiftorians have given us no reafon for 
his afl'ent, and the French utterly condemn hirii 
for not ftrengthening David's hands at this 
time, and enabling him to rejeft the truce. As 
I have carefully omitted all matters not immedi- 
ately relating to Scotland, lih^ll not now enter 
upon any particulars of the differences between 
Edward atid Philip at this time, farther than is 
neceflary for illuftr^tipg my hiftgry, Edwar4 
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landed in France in the beginning of Oftober, a. d, i^z. 
and declared that he entered it not as an en^my 
to Philip, but, as an ally to the count of Mont- 
fort, who claimed the dukedom of Bretagne 
againft Charles of Blois, the French king*s con** 
federate.. Edward was not fortunate in Bre- 
tagne, and the circumftances of both parties ren'* 
dered an accommodation, or at Icaft a truce, de- 
firable. Pope Clement the fixth undertook to 
mediate. A Ihort truce was accordingly con- 
cluded, which was prolonged on the nineteenth 
of January to three years, when matters might 
be ripe for a definitive treaty. The Scots- were 
comprehended in this truce, and David was 
left. at liberty to fend plenipotentiaries to take 
care of his intereft during the approaching con- 
ferences, which were to be held before the pope 
and his legates. 

Edward, on his return to England in the ,343. 
fpring of the yea,r 1343, inftrufted his plenipo- 
tentiaries to make bitter complaints to the 
pope, that the Scots had difregarded their bien- 
nial truce. The pope complained to David on compiaioti 
this head, but received very little fatisfaclion. ^1^^ ^** 
Edward, at this time, in faft, wanted only a 
plaufible pretence to carry on his war with* 
France, which he thought his parliament was 
,too cool in fupporting. He had repeatedly of- 
fered to accommodate all matters with David ; 
but the conflant anfwer of the latter was, that 
k^ would do nothing without the participation 

of 
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P** <MS« ^^ Philip* Thus mattert being left to the ar« 
bitntion of the pope^ then relidiAg it Avi^on^ 
the negotiation, through the different viewi of 
the parties, became fo intricate, that Edward 
plainly told the pope he wks rdblved once 
mote to hive recourfe to arms. He complain** 
cd that Philip had excited the Scots to break 
the truce. He recalled his commiffioners, the 
bifhop of Durhim, the lord Nevil, and the lord 
John Stirling, from thence, and declared with an 
oath, that he would, for fome tiAe, attend no 
iHsKe bufineft but the war with Scotland, which he 
aratioAt. ^^^ rcfolvcd to make the monument of hil 
vengeance. He was inftigated to this menace 
by Baliol, who was then his governor of Ber* 
wic, and by fome of the Englifh marchers, who 
exclaimed againft the frequent infradions of the 
truce by the Scots, but with what juftice, is un* 
certain ; though there is too much reafon to be- 
lieve the fituaiion of Philip's affairs to have beeil 
fuch, that he did all he could to prevail upOA 
David to give a diverfion to the Engliih arms. 
Upon the return of theEnglifh plenipotentiaries, 
who had been fent to conclude a definitive peace 
with the Scots, Edward advanced to Berwic 
with a declared intention to invade Scotland ; 
upon which the Scots laid fiege to the caftle of 
Lochmaben, which was defended by Sir Walter, 
Selby, a brave Englifh officer. Edward was pre* 
paring to march to its relief, when he heard that 
it was delivered by the valour of the garrifon 

within. 
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\vithiQ, and without, by that of the bifhop of A.P-i34S^ 
Carlifle, and the lord Anthony Lucy, , Edward, 
notwithftanding this event, did not long ad- 
here to the paffionate declaration he had made; 
for a party of his troops being defeated under the 
lord Ralph Nevil, who was himfelf taken and 
fcnt prifoner to Dunbar, he agreed to another 
two years truce with the Scots ; but in the 
mean time, he ifTued a commifiion, appointing 
Baliol to be his general upon the marches, to 
rcfifk the Scots, if they ihould renew their in- 
roads. 

The Scotch hiflorians have not; without fome 1544. 
countenance from records, accufed Edward €>f "^^f^^J^ 
tampering about this time, by the agency of ^"s^** 
the rlord Henry Piercy, Sir Maurice Berldey, 
and Sir Thomas Lucy, widi the brave Douglas. 
To this he probably was encouraged by that 
nobleman having made a number of enemies 
among the Scots ; but, however difgtifted he 
might be, he certainly remained firm in his alw* 
le^^iance, and rejeded all Edward's offers. This 
attempt to debauch fo great a nobleman, verjr 
poflBbly provoked David to renew his hofiilities 
withEngland Edward called together his parlia* 
ment on the ninth of June, and informed it 
that the Scots had broken the truce, to which 
they had declared they would pay no farther 
regard than was agreeaUe to the king of 
France. His parliament, upon this information, 
granted him a large fupply, to enable Baliol to 

take 
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A.ai34». of inbaibiuiits by the (wer^^ 9 fiwut to Iflcre^ 
^Ue ; andf if tme, eonfifws w]i9t I l^ve 9}^ 
W9y« more thaa iiiffie^d^ tbftl |P(otI»i4 wsif ^ 
in ihok 4ays9 fw won populous than it is ^,% 
^ pnfe^t* )t is with ri?)u£U0C« that I horo mn^ 
tion an evtnt which I $n4 rfc«pr4e4 by Fei49ll> 
in4 whifi rcfle^f diih<:Hi9W np»» th* memory 
ol PougUs, pne of the 1?rav«ft ^f the Scptch 
patriots* AccQr4ing to that anth0r3 9i* Mcii.r 
an4er Ramfay was of all the IScpteh linight$t 
thu iBoil accofnpliftc4t »n4 ha4 hflfn the mod 
fortunate an4 a^yc in Im i^x>a4s npon £;ngr 
lan4« His great fervicas in the frequent defeats 
he had given to the Englilh, and his late re^ 
taking the caftle of Hoxburgh, had recomr 
mended him» in a 4iftingi;iiihed zn^nner, tQ 
Davidy who made him governor of that for^f 
trefs, and beftowed upon him the county of 
Teviotdale. This liberaUty was^ perhaps, not 
well judged. Douglas, ^ho thought he had 
an undoubted right to thofe honour^ and calUes 
by hiiS own and his family iervices, to whom 
they had belonged befose they had been granted 
by Balipl to the king pf England, was fo e^r 
afperated, that he refolved to defiroy Ramfay. 
The latter happening to hold a court pf his 
tenants in the church of Hawick^ was fudr 
denly furprifed by Douglas, with whom he 
had been but lately reconciled ; and who fufh- 
ing with his followers into the aflembly, put 

to death three pf Ilamiay's friends, and car- 
ried 



ried &iiiafdf dff a prifotiar to his caftk of Hef** A.D.t|4^ 
mitage, where h6 was ftirved to death, being 
kept feventeen days without food. Thofe and 
other barbarities which happened about thii 
time, were undoubtedly oMttg to that feudal 
independency which eould bear no contrtml, 
and which Was now affected by David'i retunu 
According to Buchanan, neither this daring 
liiUrderj nor that of BuHock, which I have al^ 
ready mentioned to have happened in the faihe 
maAner, Was putiiflied by David, who Very 
poflibly Was deftitute of power to bring fuch 
capital offenders to juftice. The high-fteward 
took part with Douglas, who abfconded, and' 
MOb only procured him his pardon, but rcin- 
ftated him in the dilj)uted government and 
cJOunty> 

While David waS tettftefing his forces at 
Perth, Edwkrd Was attentive only to making 
good his claim upon the crown of France, 
which now became his primary confideration: 
All he could do was to truft to the confederacy 
that had been fbrmed amongft his Northern 
barons^ and oil the thirtieth of July he ilTued 
a writ, empowering Baliol to array all the mi* 
Ktia beyond the Trent ; but *vre know of very 
little effect that meafure had, fo delpicable was 
Baliol now become in the eyes of the Eng* 
Kih. David marched from Perth to Dum- 
fermling; and croffing the Forth he reached 
Northumberland, - Edward having no army in 

tha 
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A.ai34». the field to oppofe him, the. earl of Murray*, 
under whom David himfelf ferved as a volun- 
teer, ordered his army to be divided into feve- 
ral bodies, that they might more eflFechially ' 
lay wafte the country ; and meeting with no 
refiftance, he laid fiege to Newcaille. This 
town had been ftrongly fortified by the No;:- 
thern confederacy, and was defended by Sir 
John Nevil, an excellent officer, who in a fally 
furprifed a party of the Scots, killed five knights, 
whofe names were Stuart, Craigy, Boyd, Eg- 
lington, and FuUerton, and obliged them to 
raife the fiege. Froiflard, who trufted a good 
deal to memory, and was therefore apt to con- 
found, and fome times exaggerate, fads, fays, 
that the earl of Murray was taken prifoner, and 
carried into Newcaftle ; which exafperated the 
Scots fo much, that they made a freih afiault 
upon the town, in which they were again de- 
'J^ ^'^^ feated ; and David raifing the fiege, deftroyed 
nife the thc bilhopric of Durham, took the city, fpared 
Newcaftk, neither holy men nor iacred edifices, and gave 
a full loofe to the moft cruel revenge. The 
circumftance of the earl of Murray's being taken 
prifoner, at that time, is undoubtedly a mif- 
take, and makes the whole of Froiffard's ac- 
count fomewhat doubtful. ^ It is, however, 
extremely probable, that David proceeded with 
great feyerity through the bilhopric of Dur-v 
ham; and that from thence he marched to 
Wark, which was defended by Sir Edward^ 

Moij» 
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Montague, a near relation to the earl of Salif- A.D.i34»t 
bury, and the countieft of Salifbury herfelf. 
Froiffard has given that lady's adions a moft 
romantic turn, and has infpired Edward with 
a paffion for hdr, on this occafion, that never 
exiflied but in his writings* 

The truth is, Nevfl, aifter the brave defence and rettim 
he made at Newcaftle, pofted to Edward, whom ^Jn^r* 
he found in Surry ; and laying before him the 
dangerous ftate of his affairs in the North, 
Edward iffued commiffions, ordering his mili- 
tary tenants to affemble at York, where he was 
to h6ad them in perfon againft the Scots, As 
David had undertaken this expedition againft 
the opinion of his wifeft generals and counfel- 
lors, who advifed him to delay it till Edward 
fhould pafs over to France, it was no wonder 
if the preparations made by the letter deter- 
mined the kiiig of Scotland (who had now 
taken upon him the cotjimand) and his gene- 
rals to retire to their own country. They were 
fo far from thinking of continuing hoftilities, 
that they would have proceeded without at- 
tacking the cafUe of Wark, had not Sir Edward 
Montague, in a kind of a braVado, made a 
fally, and carried off from the rear, which was 
comnianded by Douglas, a number of their 
horfes and carriages laden with plunder. The 
Scots thought themifelves bound in honour to 
revenge this infult ; and facing a:bQut, they gave 
a defpcjrate affault to the caftl€,but withouc 

i Vox;. III. E Cugcefi. 
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4uai342. fuccefs, David, however, rcfolving not to be 
baffled, gave (H'^ers to renew the afls^ult with 
more effe^ ; and Montague finding that the 
place muft be taken^ if not relieved, left the 
fommand of it to the gaUant coimtefs, and 
efcaping on a fwift horfe, in a dark nighty 
through the Scotch army, reached Edward, 
who was advancing by flow marches, and inform* 
ed him of the danger of the cafile^ A dreadful 
rain, which happened in the night-time, at onc^ 
favoured Sir Edward's adventure, and difabled 
the Scots from completing their preparation^ 
%o fill up the foffes of the cafile, and renew thq 
afiault ; fo that a council of war being held^ th^ 
Scots decamped only fix hours before Edward 
(who had made forced marches, and whofq 
troops were terribly fatigued) appeared ia 
fight. 
inaccnracics - Thofc incideuts, which I have related from 
nani. ^ Froiffard, might poffibly, and but barely fo, have 
happened. We have a detail in the records pub^ 
Uihed by Mr. Rymer, from the firft of June to the. 
fourth of Odober (when he embarked at Sand- 
' ^ich for France) of Edward's principal motions ;: 
and they make no mention that he advanced 
farther northwards than Leeds, in perfon. The 
vacancies of fome days, however, renders- it pot^ 
iible that he might have made a halty march» 
vith part of his army, to the relief of Wark ; 
a#id it is highly probable that the Scots retired 
bciv re he .could Overtake them^ ^ext day ho 
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pafied the Tweed, and xnarcfaed towards tht A.D.is4t. 
foreft of Jedbtii*gh. The reft of Froiffard's ac- 
count of this expedition is againft all the evidence 
of records. He not only makes Edwatd return 
to the caftle of Wark, where he fpends fome 
time in gallantry and feafting^ but jpurfiie the 
Scots at the head of his army into the forcft^ 
where he infulted them, but could not bring 
them to a battle, though many feats of armk 
were performed on both fides,' generally to the 
difadVantage of the Scots ; but it is allowed 
that in thofe fkirmiihes Douglas fignalized him*^ 
felf, and kept the Englifli in perpetual alarms. 

Upon the whole, I am inclined to believe^ 
and am fupported in my opinion by the beft 
Englifli genealogifts and antiquaries, thit n6 
fuch perfon as a countefs of Salilbury refided at 
Wark at this time, and that if the Englifli army * 

continued its purfuit from Wark into Scotland^ 
it ttiuft have been headed by Baliol, or the earl 
of Derby, or both. My conjefture is ftrengthen- ^^^^' 
ed by the remarkable circumftance of an order 
from Edward, direfted to the archbifliop of 
Canterbury, towards the latter end of Auguft, 
to oflfer up prayers for-his fuccefs in the expedi- 
tion which he had undertaken to France iii 
p^fo^ and the profperity of an army which ht 
intended lo fend into Scotland. 

Thii expedition (which, as I have already DiTid^t par- 
hinted, was obftinately undertaken by David) fJJJJ^'.^'^^ 
{>rdv6d how much he was under the influence 

E 2 o€ 
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XD.1342. of hiiS French engagements. His country was 
lying in a manner defolate, and his fubjefts re- 
duced to fubj&ft upon the provifioris they im- 
ported from abroad, or the plunder of the, Eng* 
lid. It was plain that tdward no longer main* 
tained his implacable refentment againft his 
brother-in-law, and that all he defired was to 
detach him from his French connexions. All 
this was laid before David by the wifeft of his 
counfellors ; but fuch was the fenfe he had of 
his engagements with Philip, that it was with 
difficulty they brought him to agree to a pro- 
pofal of a truce with Edward. Commiffionei-s 
p.t laft were appointed on both fides, and though 
the Englifli propdfed that it fhould continue for 
two years, David limited its duration to the 
firft of May, in cafe the farther prolongation of 
' it fliould not be approved of by Philip. From 
the compleclion of this period, I am of opinion 
that the Scotch noblemen difliked the continu- 
ance of the war j that it was owing to them 

A truce. tliat Philip agreed to the two years truce. - The 
Scotch hiftorians have given us no reafon for 
his afl'ent, and the French utterly condemn him 
for not ftrengthening David's hands at this 
time, and enabling him to rejeft the truce. As 
I have carefully omitted all matters not immedi- 
ately relating to Scotland, lih^Jl not now enter 
upon any particulars of the difierences between 
Edward and Philip at this time, farther than is 

neceffary for illpftr^tipg my Wft^ry, Edward 
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landed in France in the beginning of O&ober, - a. d. t^s. 
and declared that he entered it not as an en^my 
to Philip, but as an ally to the count of Mont- 
fort, who claimed the dukedom of Bretagne 
againft Charles of Blois, the French king's coh-» 
federate.. Edward was not fortunate in Brc-^ 
tagne, and the circumftances of both parties ren* 
dered an accommodation, or at leaft a truce, de* 
firable. Pope Clement the fixth undertook to 
mediate. A fhort truce was accordingly con- 
cluded, which was prolonged on the nineteenth 
of January to three years, when matters might 
be ripe for a definitive treaty. The Scots' were 
comprehended in this truce, and David was 
left, at liberty to fend plenipotentiaries to take 
care of his intereft during the approaching con- 
ferences, which were to be held before the pope 
and his legates. 

Edward, on his return to England in the ,343. 
fpring of the yes^r 1343, inftrufted his plenipo- 
tentiaries to make bitter complaints to the 
pope, that the Scots had difregarded their bien- 
nial truce. The pope complained to David on compUintt 
this head, but received very little fatisfaclion. ^l^*" ^** 
Edward, at this time, in fact, wanted only a 
plaufible pretence to carry on his war with* 
France, which he thought his parliament was 
.too cool in fupporting. He had repeatedly of- 
fered to accommodate all matters with David ; 
but the Gonflant anfwer of the latter was, that 
he would do nothipg without the participation 

of 
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A.R<)4S* of Philip. Thus mattert being left tothear* 
bitntion of the pope^ then reliding at Avignon^ 
the negotiation, through the different views of 
the parties, became fo intricate, that Edward 
plainly told the pope he wk9 rftfolved dnce 
mote to hive recOurfe to arms. He complain- 
ed that Philip had excited the Scots to break 
the truce. He recalled his commifiioners, the 
bifhop of Durhitm, the l6rd Nevil, and the lord 
John Stirling, from thence, and ddchred with an 
oath, that he would, for fome time, attend no 
wiriSe bufineft but the war with Scotland, which he 
•rcritioiis. ^^j rcfolved to make the monument of hi* 

vengeance. He was inftigated to this menace 
by Baliol, who was then his governor of Ber- 
wic, and by fome of the Engliih marchers, who 
exclaimed againft the frequent infractions of the 
truce by the Scots, but with what juftice, is un- 
certain ; though there is too much re^fon to be* 
lieve the fituation of Philip's affairs to have been 
fuch, that he did all he could to prevail upon 
David to give a diverfion td the Engliih arms. 
Upon the return of the Engliih plenipotentiaries, 
who had been fent to conclude a definitive peace 
with the Scots, Edward advanced to Berwic 
with a declared intention to invade Scotland ; 
upon which the Scots laid fiege to the caftle of 
Lochmaben, which was defended by Sir Walter, 
Selby, a brave Engliih officer. Edward was pre- 
paring to march to its relief, when he heard that 
it was delivered by the valour of the garrifon 

within. 
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withiQ, and without, by that of the bifhop of A.^. mt< 
Cariiflc, and the lord Anthony Lucy. , Edward, 
natwithfbuiding this event, did not long ad- 
here to the paffionate declaration he had made; 
for a party of his troops being defeated under the 
lord Ralph Nevil, who was himfelf taken and 
fent prifoner to Dunbar, he agreed to another 
two years truce with the Scot* j but in the 
mean time, he ifiued a commiifion, appointing 
Baliol to be his general upon the n[iarches, to 
rcfifk the Scots, if they ihould renew their in- 
roads. 

The Scotch hiftorians have not^ without fome 1344, 
countenance from records, accufed Edward of *^^f ^^'^ 

again iBTiflt 

tampering about this time, by the agency of ^"sJ*"*** 
the rlord Henry Pieroy, Sir Maurice Berldcy, 
and Sir Thomas Lucy, widi the brave Douglas. 
To this he probably was encouraged by that 
QObleman having made a number of enemies 
among the Scots ; but, however difgtifted he 
might be, he certainly remained firm in his alw 
le|;iance, and rejeded all Edward's offers. This 
attempt to debauch fo great a nobleman, very 
poflfibly provoked David to renew his hoftilities 
withEngland. Edward called together his parlia- 
ment on the ninth of June, and informed it 
that the Scots had broken the truce, to which 
they had declared they would pay no farther 
regard than was agreeable to the king of 
France. His parliament, upon this information, 
granted him a large fupply, to enable Baliol to 

take 
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A. D. 1345. take the field; but this did not prevent the 
Scots from, invading Weftmoreland, and burn- 
ing Penrith, Carleton, and feveral other towns 
in the neighbourhood. They were oppofed by the 
biihop of Carlifle, Sir Thomas Lucy, and Sir Ro- 
bert Ogle, and they defeated and killed Sir Alex- 
ander Strahan, who was at the head of one of 
their diyiiions. This invafion happened in au- 
tumn 1 345, and was the only military tranfac- 
tion of any confequence that year. 

It is to be lamented, that the Scotch hifio^r 
rians have entirely confined themfelves to war- 
Kke operations at this time, without informing 
ns of their civil tranfaftions. All we know of 
the latter, is, that David, foon after his arrival 
from France, exafted an oath of fealty from his 
fubjefts ; and that his prefuniptive heir Robert^ 
the . great-fteward of Scotland, was the firft 
who took it. With regard to other matters, 
there is too much reafon to believe that they: 
were entirely managed by the French at David's 
court, and therefore were unknown to hiftp- 
rians ; , but it is generally agreed, that this year: 
ended with a fhort truce between the two na* ; 
tions ; nor do I find that any hoftilities were re- 
newed between them before the year 1 346, 
after Edward had gained the glorious battle of 
Crefly. They add, that, in the beginning of that 
yearj they were bufied in preparations for renew- 
ing the war with England ; and though Edward . 
had enabled Baliol to oppofe them with a very 
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conliderable army in the field, yet the critical a. d. 1346^^ 
fituation of his aflFairs in France had induced 
him to make very advantageous offers to 
David. The lords Mowbray, Roos, and Lucy, 
were fent by him to propofe a definitive treaty, 
upon the fqoting of his rcftoring Berwic to the 
Scots, whofe hiftorians fay, that he offered to 
give up the perfon of Baliol at the fame time. This: 
is unlikely • but that he offered to abandon Baliol's 
interefl: as king of Scotland, is paft difpute. The 
befl patriots of Scotland advifed David to finifh- 
tlie negotiation upon the terms propofed 5 and 
we can only attribute it to his prepoffelfions iiti* 
favour of Philip, and the French infliuence in 
his council, that he rejefted the terms; Aber- 
cromby, and fome writers of his cafl, praife him 
for his fcondud on this occafion, and afcribe it 
equally to his gratitude, good faith, and policy, 
which did not fuffer him to abandon Philip* 
They even pretend that none of the truces he 
had concluded with Edward were binding, 
.while the Englifh were ^t war with the French. 
Such arguments can be called no better than' 
trifling with public faith, and require no confu* 
tation. 

The bulk of the Scotch parliament, which af- Diflcnfion 

. * amongft ch« 

fembled in the autumn of the year 1346, after Scou; 
the battle of Creffy, approved of David's con- 
duct; and in the month of Oftober he affembled 
fifty thoufand men. A quarrel that broke out- 
before his march was of infinite prejudice to his! 
Vol. III. F affairs; 
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A.D.%^ zSuTS; fox we are told that the eail of Rois fur-i 
prifed and murdered the lord of the Ifles near 
the priory of Elcho, which created a great dc* 
fertign from the royal army, each party retuni* 
ing to their habitations to defend itfidf from 
the attacks of the other. Notwkhftandmg fbme 
inaccuracies, as to names, I am apt to think that 
a Highland chieftain was killed at that time^ 
thiough not the chief lord of the Ifles ; but the 
confuAon his death occaiioned did not prevent 
Payid from [^oceeding upon his expedition. 
While Edward was laying fiege to Calais^ Da^id 
9iarching from Perth to Dumfemaliag, from 
thence to Stirling, and then to Edinburgh, mus- 
tered his army, whofe numbers imdoubtedly: 
are exaggerated by the Englifh ; for they tdl 
us that it confifted of three thouiand men at 
arms, thirty thouiand common foldiers, and 
fifteen thouiand Genoefe crofs^bows, befideff 
French. They pretend, what is ilill more extra* 
ordinary, that the thirty thouiand common fol*» 
dicrs were mounted upon geldings and gallo- 
ways, a ftrong ufeful fpecies of imall horfes ; x 
circumflance as incredible as that there &ouId; 
be fifteen thoufand Genoefe crofs-bows al; 
that time in Scotland. 
Vm6 In- David, without making any attempt upon tho 
]^\ ^"*'' callle of Roxburgh, which had been recovered 
by the Englifh, is faid to have proceedied to the? 
fprtrefs of Liddel, which he took by ilorm, andl 
put aU within to the fwori Sir Walter Selhy 

IS 
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16 faid to have' commanded the garrifon, and to a.d. is4#, 
have capitulated with a Scotch knight for his 
life. The bargain wa« difepproved of by David> 
who ordered Selby'« head td be ftruck oflF, and 
two of hh fons tO be ftrangl6d in his prefence* 
Thi^ chidty is related by Hollinfeed and Stowei 
two modern Engliih writers. Without contra- 
di6Hng its veracity, we are hot certain whether, 
. as the town was taken by ftorm, the Scotch 
knight had a right to make any fuch capitula- 
tion. Be that as it will, the Scots marched 
next to jLanercoft, which they plundered. Then 
paifing the river Erthing, they entered Nor* 
thumberland ; but though the priory of Hex* 
ham was pillaged, David ordered the town to 
be faved, that it might ferve as a magazine foif 
his array in its return from York, to which he 
waff bending his march. He is faid to have given 
oinflers that three other towns, Corbridge, Dur- 
liamy and Darlington, fhbuld be fpared for the 
like reafon. In his march to Durham, he would 
have rendered the whole countiy a defart, had 
not fomc of the monks paid him a contribution 
of a thoufand pounds, to fpare their eftates; but^ 
according to Knighton, every Englillxman who 
feH into his hands, if he could not redeem his 
life hf paying three-pence, was put to the 
fword. 

As l^hd nothing in the Scotch hiftories that 
can cdntradiA thofe fafts, I have given them a 
jllace ; and all the apology I have to make for 

F 2 Davids 
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#L,D.x346. David, Is, that admitting them to be true, the 
Englilh had often fet him the precedent, even 
by the confeffion of their own writers* That 
-thofe of England have been credulous, on this 
occafion, may be ftrongly prefumed, from their 
itclling us that David was admonifhed in a 
dream, not to touch any thing belonging to the 
votaries of the good St. Cuthbert, 

is oppofed. The queen of England hearing of this invai^ 
iion, iflued orders for the lords marchers to af^ 
femble their troops, which flie reviewed at 
York in perfon, attended by the two arch* 
bifliops. Her appearance, the fpirit flie difco* 
vcred, and the piety of the prelates, added to 
the reports of the Scotch barbarities, which had 
been fo induftrioufly propagated, no doubt, had 
a wonderful effect upon the Englifli ; for, in a 
few days, fhe was at the head of a noble army, 
which was formed into four divifions. The firft 
was commanded by the lord Henry Piercy, un- 
der whom ferved the earl of Angus, the bifliop 
of Durham, and other noblemen of the North, 
The warlike archbifhop of York headed the fe^ 
cond divifion, and under him were the bifliop 
of Garlifle, and the lord Nevil. The third di- 
vifipn was led by the bifliiop of Lincoln, the 
lord Mowbray, an^ Sir Thomas Rokeby. Ba- 
liol commanded the fourth and principal divif 
iion, and was attended by the archbifliop of 
Canterbury, the lord Rops, and the flieriff of 

Jjorthuroberlwdj 
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. The difpofition of the Scotch army is van- a.d. 13^ 
oufly reported ; but the beft authors agree that ^|,^*"^c" 
the king in perfon headed a chofen battalion, «ad«ptir 
compofed of his French auxiliaries, and the 
flower of his nobility. The high fteward of 
Scotland and the earl of March headed the fe- 
cond line, as the earls of Murray and Douglas 
did the third and laft. The numbers of the two 
armies are varioufly reported ; all we know is, that 
when that of the Englifli was muftered at York, 
it amounted to fixteen thoufand men, according 
to their authors; but this number probably wa8 
exclufive of the troops raifed by the lord^ 
marchers, and which joined them before they 
reached Durham. The number of the Scfotch 
army who were engaged is uncertain ; for 
whatever it might be when it left Scotland, the 
common people never failed to make the beft 
of their way homewards, efpecially in autumn, 
as foon as they had acquired booty ; and this 
more than once occafioned the moft dreadful 
calamities to their country. While the Englifli 
were on their march towards Durham, the lord 
Douglas and Sir David Graham Ikirted them 
with a body of horfe, but were driven back 
upon their main army with confiderable lofs. 
The battle then became general, and fliowers of 
Arrows were exchanged ; but in that diftant way 
jof fighting, the Scots perceived themfelves over-^ 
jftatched by the Englifli archers. Upon this the 
Jojrd high-fteward charged the archers fwprd in 
^ h^ndj 
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4«D.is46. hand^with fo much fury^that they fdlback 
upon lord Henry Piercy's diviiion,. which muft 
have been totally defeated^ had it not be^n 
fupported by Baliol, who commanded in chiefs 
and reinforced them by a body of four thou- 
fand horCe. Thefe advancing on a fmart trot; 
changed the fortune of the day; but the lord 
high-fteward and his line made a mafierly re* 
treat BalioU without purfuing them, wheeled 
round and flanked the divifion commanded, by 
his rival David, which was engaged with an- 
other line of the Englifh, and was foon cut in 
pieces. All the troops about that king's perfon 
were reduced to eighty noblemen and gentle- 
men; and he himfelf, after performing wonder* 
in his own perfon, was wounded in the head 
with an arrow. Even in this defperate ftate he 
' refufed to afk for quarter, imagining that he 
woiild be relieved by the high-fteward and that 
line of his army which was ftill entire under the 
lords Murray and Douglas. The latter moved 
to his afliftance when it was too late^ David 
perceiving himfelf totally over-powered, wai 
endeavouring to retreat, when he was over- 
taken by a party under one John Copeland, 
who loft two of his teeth by a blow of David's 
gauntlet. The latter finding it vain to refift, 
afked if any man of quality was among his pur- 
fuers ; and Copeland pretending that he himfelf 
was an Englifli baron, David gave him his 
fword, and furrcndered himfelf his prifoner. 

This^ 
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This happened near a village called Mering- ^ ^* »34* 
too.; nor does it appear that David had a fingle scou,**^*^* 
;^ttendaDt about his perfon when taken. In the 
mean time, the divifion under the lords Mow- 
bray and Dou^as had been totally rented by 
Baliol,. to whofe valour the Eugliih vidory vr2& 
owing^ In this battle the Scots arc faid to luve ^^ 
loft fifteen thou&nd men^ John Randolph earl cromb/^ 
of Murray, the eail of Strathern, the lord David 
Hay» confiable, t&e lord Edward Keith, marihal, 
together with the chancellor and chamberlain 
of Scotland, the lord Philip Meldrum, the 
lord John Stuait, and Allan Stuart his brother, 
Maurice Murray, John Crawford, Robert Leflie, 
William Haliburton, Reginald Kirkpatric, John ' .' ^ 
Mireon, Patric Herring, Sir Michael Scot, Ro- 
ger Camon, Sir Alexander Gordon, Sir William 
Frafer, Sir John Lindfay of Gleneifk^ Sir Tho- 
mas Vaux, Sir Dougal Campbell, Sir Alexander 
Bodeval (BbthweH we fuppofe) who that day 
carried the king^s fhmdard; and Sir Alexander 
Ramiay, called the Flower of Chivalry, (an appel- 
lation beftowed by the Scots upon all knights 
who excelled in arms) befidcs many others; 
Some French knights fell likewife ; for we 
have the names of Humphrey Blois, Robert 
Maltalent, John de la Moir,and John Bonville. 

Among the prifbners, befides the king, were 
the bifliops of St. Andrew's and Aberdeen; the Their pH- 
earh of Fife, Sutherland, Douglas and Men- *""'"• 
teith, tpgether with the earls of Carrie and ^ 

Wigton ; 
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A^D.i^^ Wigton; the lord James Douglas, brother to 
the^arlof that name; Malcolm Fleming, Ro- 
bert Vefay, William Kinafton, William Ram-- 
fay, David Bunant, John Sinclair, William 
Mowbray, Henry Ramfay, Thomas Bird, Wal-i 
ter Halyburton, William More, Gilbert Carrie^ 
Nicholas Qepodoham, Patrick Dunbar, Wil- 
liam Garden, John Maxwell, Fergus Crawford, 
Alexander Steel, David Annand, Robert Mac- 
peth, Duncan M'Donald, William Livingfton, 
David Fitz- Walter Fitz-Gilbert, Andrew Camp- 
belt, John Prefton, George Abernethy, John 

• Stuart de Dalfwinton, Walter Moign, Thomas 
de Lippes, Lawrence Gillibrend, Adam Ful- 
larton, William Bayly, William Murray, Joha 
Giffard, Robert Wallace, Bartholomew Drum- 
mond, Robert Chefliolm, David Graham, John - 

* de Valence, Euftace Lorrain, and Peter Her- 

r>'ng. 

As to the lofs of the Englifh, fome of 

their authors mention no more than four 

knights, and five efquires ; but the number of 

the commons who were killed, which muft 

have been confiderable, is not mentioned j and 

Dugdaie'j it is. owing to Dugdale, an Englilh antiquary,-. 

p.'sV^ ^l^*^t we know the lord Ralph Haftings was 

. here mortally wounded. The vaft plunder 

which the Englilh found among the Scots 

, proved favourable to the latter j for the love of 

pillage rendering them carelefs about their pri- 

foners, -many of them efcaped and joined the; 

divifioa 
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divifion under the high-lieward arid the eatl of a.d. 2346, 
March. 

The relation of this battle, by Scotch as caufcs of 
well as Englilh authors, renders it highly pro- *^* *** *"* 
bable that it was owing to two caufes. The 
firft was the imprudence of David himfelf, 
and his predile6tion for the French, to whom 
he committed his life and honour* The fecond 
was the fatal feudal jealoufies among the great 
men, who often would have fought each other 
rather than their common enemy. To one, or 
both, of thofe caufes we are to afcribe the back-; 
wardnefe of the earls of Murray and Douglas 
to erigage till it was too late, and till David's 
divifion was entirely ruined ; and the caution 
of the high-fteward, who never returned with 
his line to the charge, though his lofs of men 
had been but inconfiderable. It muft be ac- 
knowledged, that this behaviour, in the pre- 
fumptive heir of the crown, had a fufpicious 
afpe A, and was afterwards highly refcnted by 
David himfelf. The diftance of the time, and 
the penury of evidence, difables me from mak- 
ing any other apology for his conduft, than 
that it was juftifiable ; becaufe David, proba- 
bly before his death, forgave him, treated him 
with aflFeftion, and confirmed his fucceflion 
to the crown. This battle was fought oh the 
thirtieth of September ^. 

• Boece has been fo amazingly inaccurate, that he has placed 
this battle in 1 34^, 

..Vol. III. G The 
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A. D. 1346. The capture of David was attended with 

Diiputes *-^ 

about Da- ycry pcculiar circumftances. He was llripped 
turc. of a famous crofs, perhaps the fame which had 
belonged to Edgar Athcling (though other 
writers have made it fall from heaven, on the 
fpot where the abbey of Holyrood-houfe now 
ftands) befidcs other jewels to a great value. 
The booty was fo confiderable, that David, who 
had received another wound, being fingle, Cope* 
land, inftead of carrying him back to the main 
army, conveyed him privately to the caftle of 
Bamborough, belonging to his friend the lord 
Piercy ; fo that, for fome time, it was not 
known where he was, or that he had been 
ii[iade a prifoncr. The queen no fooner under- 
ftood the place of his captivity^ than £he re- 
folved to reclaim him; and for that purpofe 
fent a herald to the caftle of Ogle (belonging, 
according to Mr. Barnes, to Ck>peland himfelf) 
to which he had been removed. Copeland, 
though no baron nor knight, was a brave, re- 
iblutc man, and had acquired a very confider- 
able intereft among the nobility of the North. 
He. flatly refufed to deliver up his royal prifoner 
to the queen, or to any perfon who could not 
J produce an order for that purpofe under Ed- 
wajd^s hand. and feal. The queen refented this 
, r,^folut;e behaviour as an infult to her majcfty, 
and .wrote. over bitter complaints af-Copeland's 
, lM^}ia^)riouy ta.thp, king, who was then employed 
in /the ifaraoua fiege of Calais. lid ward, with- 
^ out 
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out being moved by his queen's rep^efenfa- a,d.i34«. 
tionSy ordered Copeland to appear before him 
in perfon, which he did, after having refigned 
the cuftody of David to the lord Nevil, a nb- 
bleman in whom he bad the greateft con£« 
(jbence. The vindication of his cOnduft to 
Edward was fo plain and manly, that that 
f rince approved of all he had done, rewarded 
him with five hundred pounds a year, and fen* 
hiu back with the honour of knighthood to 
{Ingland. 

By this time, the number of prifoners that hu entry 
had been made in the north o^ England was fh lln. 
great^ that they had become burthenfomc to 
their captqrs ; and many of them were dif* 
mifled^ fome without any ranfom, and others 
upon giving a flight fecurity for their payirig Rymer, 
certain trifling fiims on their return to Scot-- 
land. Edward being apprifed of this pra^Hce, 
interpofed his royal authority, by ordering, 
that none* fhoudd have their liberty without 
his fpecial permiffion-; that the prifopers txC 
quality fhould^ be carried to Londoii, and the 
others diftributed through different parts 'o^ 
the kingdom. We are toJd that, in cditfe- 
quenc6 of this order, and by the conmtenxl' of 
Edward, no fewer than twenty thoufand men 
were aflembied by Copeland, who efcdrted his 
royal prifoner from the caftle of Ogle,' till the 
Itord Nevii; by indenture, delivered hiiti into 
die handis oi Sir Thomas Rokeby, fiietiff of 

G2 York- 
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A. D. 1346. Yorklfrire^ on the twentieth of December. He 
was concluded in- the fame- pompous manner 
on all the Foad^ and was mounted upon a large 
black courfer whea -he made his entry into 
London. David'^ treatt^steatou :the roady and 
his reception in London, were very maghifi-" 

• • • 

cent, and had been direftcd; by Edward him- 
felf, wh6fe manners were-no^ greatly foftened 
towards the Scots. • David^s /graceful apjpcar- 
ance, his exile and captivity, touched theicarts 
of the Englifli wherever he camei He- -was 
received in London, with the gr^teft folemnity, 
. by the lordtmayor and the Other ^mag^ftratcsj; 
the city companies. Under arms,- Ening ail' the^ 
ilreets through which he paffed, the 'houfetf- 
being loaded, even to their ridges^' with fpec* 
tators,, who expreffed a generous concern for 
Iris .captivity, though it added luiJre^to theit^ 
own country. Being arrived at the Tower, he 
was deljkVieredi by indenture likewife, to*the cuf- 
tO|dy of ; tliie CQnftable, the lord- Jbhn Darcy, on 
X347. the fecpjn^ f?f January, 1^547 5 and, tho' ftriclly 
guarded, {h^ >was. refpeftfuUy treated. 
. Q£ all the illuftrious Scotch prifoners taken 

The ear! of ' * 

Mentcith at th^.battl^ of Purham,= Edward was the molt 
exafperated at the earls of Menteith and Fife, 
The famUy of the former lay under great obli- 
gations to the kings of England ^ j and both 

* Ab^rcromby calls this nobleman. Graham; but> according to 
tiic accura-te. RiiddiTnan (See SeLDip.) the title did not come t© 
t})4t furname fpr feme years after 5 for it went from the jCura- 

ming5 
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of them performed their oaths of fealty to Ed- a.d.is47« 
ward and Baliol, for which they were by Ed- 
tirard, without trial, condemned for high-irea- 
fon. Mcnteith was accor^ngly extouted ias a 
traitor, and his quarters fent to different towns 
of England ; but the earl of Fife was pardoned; 
on acdount^ as is faid, of fome diftant relation- 
fkip he had with the royal family of Etiglahd. 

Baliol, who was as a?ftiviB as brave^ again p ^ j|> 
confidered himfelf as fighting for a crown, and ^^^ 
his prdgrefs was nifnd. Before the end of the 
year, he recovered all that the Stots held in 
England, reduced the caftles of Hermitage irid' 
Roxburgh^ Ae foreft of Etric, the Merfe, and* 
the- counties of Annandale, Teviotdale, and' 
Tweedale. Some Englilh writers fay, that thdC& ^*^ 
fucceffcs were- owing to the lords Nevil ^tid' 
Pierty, without taking any. notice that Balitfl' 
>\ras prefcnt in perfon, and 'commanded itt^ 
chief. The limits of the Englifli dominioftaf' 
extended thereby to Cockburns-path and Sott-^ 
try-edge. As to the Scots, though they blattie'd ' 
their king for his obftinacy, they pitied his riiiC- 
fortunes, and continued attached tb his catofe. 
The conduft of the liigh-ftewardi notvlrith^^ 
ftandingthe appearances that were- agalhft hite, ^ 
was approved of by the ftates, and he 'wSs^ond6 



.^* ._ 



mings to the Stuarts, and then to the Grahams. The Scotch 
g^nealogifts, however, fay, that Mary countefs . ofMenteitK W2ls 
inarried to Sir JohQ Graham; who in her right enjoyed that^ 

more 



Carte. 
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A.a 1347- mcffe chofen guardiaxv of the kiBgdom. Ever^p 
circmnftanc^ confideredj^ had it not been for 
him, Scotland muft have been now reduced ta 
^ ^vT^tched a iituation as Ihe wa3 in mider tbe 
%{l Edward; bv^t he aded with a prudence* 
e(}>^ to tho. high ftatioA he £Ued^ Slaliol ha^iK 
vasi muftered his. anny^ formed it into twa 
diyifions; on^ of them, confifUiag o^ twenty 
tJ^uJ^d GQi^n, conmanded by hio^elf, entered 
ScotUnd by the way of Ca^liflc^ as the othef^ 
^«de]^ the lords Picrcy and Nevil^ did on tb^ 
Ijde o£ Berwic. Baliql's intention^ by this- 
diviiwpn, waeS to ravage Galloway, NidCiale^ 
^nd. Cs^riCji while the two lords were laying 
fir^e Lothian and Ciydefdale ;. and that th^ 
twiQi armies ihould join near Edinburgh^ axid 
dsom th^Dtce maurch to Fei;tlu ,Ue Succeeded 
i^ \m Mrifii. The guardian had withdrawn aU 
oppo&ipAfrom.tlic ilcld; the defenceleis inhar 
biftafls^S durfi,4iot difputc the legality of his ti- 
tle ; the junftion was formed, and the whole 
ajcmy Qiajrched; in a body towards Pertlu Mo- 
dero^ Engliiibi luftotians fay, that they were 
fiiO]^d in Uicir march by the fubmiihons of 
tlie Scots, wlio prevailed upon BaHol to grant 
them a truce, upon the payment of nine thou- 
iand pounds ; but this is againft not only pro- 
bability but evidence. Though the necefiities 
of Baliol mi(;ht have tempted him to fuch a 
proceeding, yet it cannot be fuppofcd that the 
Englifll would have fnbmittcd to fo mean- 

fpiritcd 
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fpirited a compad; nor is there a flngle fccbrd A.D.i34t. 
to prove tht fadt though it is certain that a 
truce at this iitAt took place^ through the fbl« 
lowing means. 

The takitig of Calais^ though glorious to Ed-^ a tmoc 
tv^afdy had coft him a Vaft tiumber of men, and 
reduced his finances td a very low condittom 

Edward therefore Uftened to the mediation of 

« 

the pop6 by the cardinal bf St Cecilius^ and on 
the twenty-eighth of September a truce was 
concluded between him and Philip, which wa4 
to continue till the ninth of July, 1 348 ; thi 
firfl article of which was as follows : That the 
Scots, among others, fhould be comprifed on 
king Philip^s part ; and that the truce ihbtild 
be proclaimed on the nuirches both of England 
ind Scotland : provided always, that, whether 
the Scots fliould refufe to accept or hold tht 
faid truce or not, it fhould neverthelefs conti* 
nue firm and inviolable between the two kings, 
and others their allies. The operation of thit 
truce, therefore, muft have taken place about 
the time that Baliol was marching towards 
Perth, We are, in the mean time, to obferve^ 
that it is probable, from the advanced feafon of 
the year, Baliol's progrefs * had not been fo 
rapid as is pretended. 

• Carte, the Englidi hiftarian, is equally inconiiftent and inac- 
CHrate in his account of this truce. He fays, that the Scots 
bought it till September the eighth, to get time to treat for David 
Bruce*s ranfomj but that view hot fucceeding,,they renewed 
tbeir hoJQilities. What views could tlie Scots hay9 in, throwing 

away 
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A.D.I34^ The truth is, the part aded by the giiardiad 
S^c^df and the nobility of Scotland, on this occafion; 
H^riott. was heroical and patriotic They were by nd 
means fond of the truce ; nor does it abfoliitely 
appear that it ever had been formally accepted 
of by the guardian and the fiatesy theugh it had 
been proclaimed upon the borders^ which gave 
lEdward a pretence to alledge that, by breaking 
it, they had violated their faith. Here I muft be 
of opinion, that the Englifh writers are ex- 
tremely inconfiftent in their accounts. Had Ba* 
liol, as they pretended, been recognized as king 
in all the fouthern parts of Scotland ; had the 
royalifis been impotent and paffive j had he met 
with no refiftance ; and if he was at the head of 
an army that could have crulhed all oppofition, 
can we fuppofe the Bruceans of Scotland would 
have been mad enough to have broken a truce 
(as they undoubtedly did) of which they ftood 
fo greatly in need ? When Edward arrived in 
England, he complained of this, and refufed for 
that very reafon to enter upon any treaty con- 
cerning David's ranfom, before he had fatisfac- 
tion for the breach of the truce. This was fo 
far from difcouraging the Scots, that they even 
made inroads into England, though Baliol paf- 
fed the winter of 1 347 in the caftle of Lanric, 



away fo vaft a fum upon fo precarious a profpe6l:, and for fo fliort 
a time ; or how can we imagine that it was in the power of their 
nobility to raife it in their then diftiefsful fitualion ? 



(which 
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(which lies, according to Abercromby, on the a. D. 134s* 
borders of Galloway) but"probably too weak to 
undertake any thing of confequence. In faft, 
though both Scotch and Englifli hiftorians are 
filent as to particulars, we find that, at the end 
of the year r 348^ the Bruceans had recovered 
all their country except Berwic, 'Roxburgh, 
Hermitage, and Lanric, which was part of Ba- 
lioFs hereditary ftate, and defended by him with 
an army. The Scotch hiftorians inform us, that 
the Englifh, in revenge of the damages done 
their country by the breach of the peace, pro- 
claimed a tournament and other warlike exer- 
cifes to be held at Berwic, to which they invit- 
ed the Scots ; but in their .way thither, they fell 
into an ambufcade, and were cut in pieces by the 
Englifli. 

The hand 5of heaven was fofevere upon theScots 1349. 
during the years 1349 and 1350, that they fur- '350- 
nifli little of hiftorical matter. A moft dread- ScoUand. 
ful plague had pafled from the continent of Eu- 
rope to England, and the Scots wantonly in- 
dulged the innate hatred they bore their ene- 
mies by enjoying their calamities, and even en- 
deavouring to render them fubfervient to their 
revenge. This, ferocity, though unjuftifiable, 
was natural to a people fo provoked and op- ' 
preft, as the Scots had long been by the Englifli ; 
but it proved fatal at the fame time. They had 
appointed a rendezvous in the foreft of Selkirk, 
to avail themfelves of the mortality which was 

Vol. III. H then 
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A. D. 1350. then defolating England. Scarcely had they 
paffed the borders, when they were feized by the 
peftilence. Five thoufand of them dropt down 
dead, and many were cut off by the enemy, 
who had found means to draw a confiderable 
body to the field. This barbarous invafion 
furnifhed Edward with new matter of com- 
plaint; and his fubjefts, in their turn, made frefli 
irruptions into Scotland, where they reinforced 
their garrifons. 

Douglas af. The few ScotSvwho returned from the inva- 
. fion communicated the peftilence to their coun- 
trymen (one third of whom, according- to For- 
dun, periflied). The patient's flefli fwelled ex- 
cefllvely, and he died in two day's illnefs ; but 
•the fame author tells us, That the mortality 
chiefly affefted the middling and lower ranks 
of people. This calamity, dreadful as it was, 
was not fufficient to extinguilh the feuds and 
. animofities which ftill prevailed among the 
great families of Scotland. Sir John Douglas, 
brother to the lord Douglas, who was then a 
prifoner in England, and father to James Dou- 
glas of Dalkeith, had been put to death by Sir 
David Barclay at Horfewood. To revenge his 
murder, the lord Douglas, though a prifoner, pre- 
vailed with one John de St. Michael to aflaffinate 
Barclay, which he did, at Aberdeen, on Shrove 
Tuefday 1350. The hiftorian remarks, that 
this John de St. Michael and all his accomplices 
died by the fword, one after another, in a Ihort 

time 
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time after. The continuance of the plague, dur- ^^ ^- 'Is't 
ing the years 1 351 and 1 352, occafioned a ceffa- 135*. 
tion of arms all over Eurojpe, as well as between 
the Scots and Etigliih ; for the truce, which had 
been concluded in France, was prolonged to ^ 
Midfummer 1 355. Very little hiftorical matter 
therefore prefents itfelf during that time ; and 
this is the lefs furprifing, as the violence of the 
plague rendered it dangerous for any body of 
men to aflemble together, either without doors 
or within. In the year 1353 died Matilda de 135 j# 
Bnicc, filler to king David, at Aberdeen, and 
was buried at Dumfermling. Fordun informs 
us, that fhe married a gentleman, one Thomas 
Yffac, by whom flie had two daughters. The 
eldeft, Joan, was married to the lord Lorn *, 
and had iffue both male and female ; the fecond, 
Catharine, feems to have died unmarried, at 
Stirling. The fame year, the lord Douglas of 
lithfdale, being delivered from his imprifon- 
ment in England, returned to Scotland, and was 
murdered while hunting in the foreft of Etric, 
by his coufin and godfon William, afterwards 
earl Douglas -f, to revenge the death of Sir 
Alexander Ramfay and Sir David Barclay, 



♦ I do not recollc6l any mention made of this marrigige among 
the Scotch genealogifts. 

f The hiftorians and chronologifts of Scotland are here again at 
variance. I am direfted by the former, as the latter feem to be 
bewildered in their accounts, Douglas, the laft Scotch peerage 
writer, gives us a William Douglas, the fon of Archibald Tyn- 
man^ aud brother to James, the hero who was killed in Spain, and 

Hi i'u^ceed* 
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David all this time remained a prifanerin 
England^ and feveral treaties had been propofed 
by the Scots for his ranfom, but all of them 
proved inefie Aual ; becaufe Edward infifted, a5 
a preliminary condition, that he and his fiib* 
jefts ihould be indemnified for the ravages of 
the Scots, in breach of the truce. I perceive, 
however, that other obftacles lay to his releafe; 
for in one of the petitions given in by the com- 
mons to Edward, they require that David Bruce, 
William Douglas, and other chief men of Scot- 
land, prifoners, may in no manner be releafcd, 
neither by ranfom nor upon their faith, Ed- 
ward paid little regard to this requeft, for it is 
certain that he releafed Douglas ; and the re* 
ftraint of David, and the other Scotch noble- 
men, was fo gentle, that they were admitted to 
all the public diverfions in England. They were 
fuffered to difplay their prowefs in tilts and 
tournaments, in which fome of them acquitted 
therafelves fo well, that Edward fuffered them 
to return to their own country, though I be- 
lieve it was always upon condition that their 
perfons fliould be forthcoming to him, if called 
upon. . This behaviour of Edward gives me a 
ftrong fufpicion that, had the guardian of Scot- 
land, and the great lords there, been very 



fncceeding his father in 1333^ in the eftate and lordfhip of Dou- 
glas. He died earl of Douglas, in the year i 3 84. The two manu- 
fcript copies of Fordun, which Mr. Hearne confulted, are clear as 
to the fad I have related in the hillory, and are followed by 
fuchau^. 

earneft 
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camcft for David's liberty, they might have pro- ^^.H5> 
cured it Every ftep of Edward^s condud favours 
this conjeAurc. He gave David leave to return to 
Scotland, where, according to the Engliih hiftp- 
rians, he was fo fond of liberty, that he foUicited 
his fubjedsto facrifice their independency to 
deliver him from his captivity, which they mag- 
nanimoufly refufed. One of the Engliih writers stow, 
goes fo far as to fay, that Edward fent the earl 
of Northampton at the head of an army, in 
which David himfelf ferved, to -reduce the Scots 
to reafon ; but this writer, who is a modern one, 
has no countenance for his aflertion, either from 
old hiftories or records, and therefore we muft 
look upon it as fabulous. We have, however, 
fufficient reafon, from what followed, to believe 
that David would have accepted his liberty up- 
on terms which the guardian and' his nobility 
did not think proper to comply with. 

He behaved as a man of honour towards Ed- His honour. 
ward ; for finding his foUicitations fruitlefs, he viour. 
returned to his prifon at London, from whence, 
by the interceffion of the queen his wife, he was 
fuffered, in July 135 3, -to repair to Newcaftle, 
where a new negotiation was entered into for 
his ranfom. We are here to premife, that what- 
ever difcontcnt the nobility of Scotland might 
entertain on account of David'g partiality for 
the French, they agreed to fupply him with j^ ^^ 
money during his confinement. Three of his 
doiiieftics, of whom William Toures was one, 

about 
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A.D. i|53. about four months after his impiifomnent, were 
fuffered to depart for Scotland, that they might 
bring from thence money for David's main- 
tenance, and that of the other Scotch prifoners ; 
upon which the allowance which Edward had 
hitherto granted them was ftruck off. In every 
year after, (to that which I now treat of) a nego- 
tiation was fet on foot for his ranfom. The Scotch 
commiffioners were William bifhop of St. An- 
drew's, Thomas bilhop of Caithnefs, John bifhop 
of Murray, Adam bifhop of Brechin, Pa trie Dun- 
bar earl of March, Brother Alexander Seto'n, 
knight, mafler of the hofpital of St. John of 
Jerufalem, Sir Robert Erlkine, lord of Erfkine,- 
Sir Andrew Douglas, William Meldrum, lord of 
Bachynnanebe, and John Wygmer, a burgher of 
Edinburgh. The i>ext treaty was in 1 349 and 
1 350, when the queen herfelf, the bilhop of Caith-- 
nefs, Sir David Erlkine, David Lindfay, lord of 
Crawfurd, and William Meldrum, were commif- 
fioners; as were, in 1 351, the bilhops of St. An- 
drew's, Brechin, Caithnefs, and Dumblain, the 
earls of March, Marr, Angus, and Sutherland, 
William lord of Douglas, David Lindfay, Wil- 
liam Livingfton, and Robert Erlkine, knights. 
The chief of the hoftages who remained in 

N«mes of ^ ^ *^ 

bisboftages. England for David, while he was foUiciting his 
ranfom in Scotland, were John, fon and heir 
of the great fteward of Scotland, the fame who 
afterwards came to be king by the name of Ro- 
bert the third. John Dunbar, fon and heir of 

the 
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the earl of March, John, fon and heir of the a. 0.1353, 

earl of Sutherland, Thomas, nephew and heir 

of the earl of Wigton, James, fon and heir of 

Sir David Lindfay, Hugh Rofs, brother and heir 

of the earl of Rofs, Thomas Murray, brother 

and heir of John Murray ^, 

Upon the meeting of the plenipotentiaries 
to treat of David's ranfom, many debates hap- 
pened, but at laft the following preliminaries 
were agreed upon : " That Monfieur David de ^x"^ 
Bruce fhould be inftantly fet at liberty ; and 
that he fliould pay for his ranfom the fum of 
ninety thoufand merks fterling, by equal pro- 
portions, within the fpace of nine years. That 
ten thoufand merks, being the firft proportion, 
fliould be paid at the feaft of Candlemas next to 
come; the fecond at Candlemas 1357, andfo on, 
till complete payment fhould be made of the 
whole. That, during the faid fpace of nine 
years, there fliould be a truce between the two 
kingdoms. That twenty Scotch gentlemen, 
the heirs of the greateft families in that king- 
dom, fliould remain in England as hoftages and 
fureties for the faid fum ; and that, if any part 
thereof was not paid at the precife term ap- 
pointed, then the faid David fliould return to 
England, and continue there a prifoner till it 
was paid ; or, if he was detained by fome juft 
impediment, that the lord high-fl;eward of Scot- 

• I have been the more careful to infert thofe names, becaufe 
they are all taken from records. 

land. 
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A.ai353. land, the lord of Douglas, Thomas Murray, 
and John of the Ifles, fhould come and fupply 
his place.'^ 
The scocs Thefe articles, whatever the Scotch writers 
^^^. may pretend, . afford fome ground for the alia* 
«J^to by g^^ion of the Englifli writers, that David was 
tt>«'^8- too fond of his liberty. They left his title- to 
the crown ftill qtiefUonable, and difallowed by 
the Englifh, while Baliol's claim remained un^. 
cxtinguifhcd ; the ranfom- money was a larger 
fum than Scotland,, in her then exhauiled flate, 
could fumifli ; and, what was ftill worfe, no 
regard was had to the interefts of the French, 
who had ferved David fo faithfully. In fad, the 
nobility of Scotland thought the terms fo dif. 
advantageous and difhonourable, that they re- 
jected them* This was a great difappointment to 
Edward, who with his fon, the prince of Wales, 
had not only ratified the treaty, but had iffued 
writs, commanding all the nobility and gentry 
in the neighbourhood of Newcaftle to attend 
liim with their beft equipages, that they might 
be prefent at the delivery of David into the» 
hands of his own fubjects, and at receiving the 
hoftagcs in his room. The refufal of the Scots 
to ratify this treaty broke off- all farther con» 
fcrences, and occafional incurfions between the 
two nations were renewed ; though we know 
of few or none of the particulars till the expi- 
ration of the truce in 1355. 

John, 
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John, by this time, had fucceeded his father, p,;^'^^^* 
Philip de Valois, in the throne of France, No- ?^^^JJ^ 
thing could have been more fortunate for him, 
coniidering the terms upon which he ftood 
with Edward, than the rejection of the treaty 
of ranfbm by the Scots, whom he refolved to 
fupport He accordingly fent over one of his 
beft knights, Eugene de Garendere, with iixty 
chofen officers, knights and efquires, and forty 
thoufand crowns of the fun, to enable the Scots 
to continue the war with England, which was 
the expreis condition of this feafonable fupply« 
According to Fordun (whofe words are ex- 
tremely remarkable on this occaiion) David 
himfelf and his nobility agreed to this condi- 
tion ; ^ and the Scots (fays the fame hiftorian) 
who frequently lofe a pound for a penny, be« 
ing feduced by the temptation of the gpld, 
promifed to make war upon England." The 
money, according to all hiflorians, was di- 
vided between the guardian and the g^at men ; 
and little or none of it was browed upon the 
middling or inferior ranks. 

So confiderable a fupply enabled the guar- ^*^j"*^- 
dian and his friends once more to take the field 
upon the expiration of the truce, but not be- 
fore the Englilh had defiroyed the Lothians 
and Douglafdale. The earl of March and the 
lord William Douglas (whom we may fuppofe 
had been pardoned for the murder of his kinf- 
man) and Sir William Ramfay of Dalhoufy, 

Vol. IIL I one 
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^ D^ 1355. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ '^^^ ^^^ braveft of the Scotch gene- 
. rals, affembled a ftrong party to revenge them-' 
fclves upon the EngHfh. When they came to 
Nilbit-Moor, they ambufhed themfelves and 
their French auxiliaries (according to Fordun) 
under a mountain ; but Ramfay being detached 
with a body of light- horfe, made an inroad as 
far as Norham, which he burnt, and plundered' 
the adjacent country. The Engliih marchers* 
hearing of this inroad, attacked Ramfay ; and, 
by making a flow retreat, he encouraged them 
to follow him till he drew them into the am-- 
bulh at Nilbit, where they found themfelves^ 
furroundcd by a fuperior body of the Scots, 
by whom they were totally defeated. Sir Tho- 
mas Gray and his fon, with Sir John Dacres, 
and other gentlemen of diftinftion, were taken 
prifoners, on the part of the Englifh, after a 
brave defence ; but the Scots loft two of their 
beft officers, Sir John Haliburton, and Sir James 
Turnbull. » - ' 

The Scots beins: joined by Stuart, the Scotch 

the town of earl of Angus, they refolved, by the favour of 
night, to make an attempt upon the town of 
Bcrwic. Their defign was to furprife it by an 
cfcalade ; but they met with fo vigorous a re- 
fiftancc, that Sir Thomas Vaux, Sir Andrew 
Scot of Balwiric, Sir John Gordon, Sir Wil- 
liam Sinclair, Sir Thomas Prefton, and. Sir 
Alexander Mowbray were killed in the attack, 
which, however, proved fuccefsful. The place 

was 
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Was taken by ftornit with tbfe lofs of Sir Alex- a.d. 1315, 
ander Ogle, the governpr,^ Sit Edward Gray, 
and Sir Thomas Piercy, brother to the lord of 
that name. It is to thd honour of the Scots, 
that none of the garrifOn were put to the fword 
but thofe who i*efifted. This acduifition was of 
no great importance to the Scots, as the caftle 
ftill held out; and Edward, hearing in France 
of the lofs of the town, hurrifed back to Lon-, 
don. Fordun gives us a tnore particular ac- 
count of this exploit. He tells us, that it had 
been planned by Stuart earl of Angus, in con- 
cert with the earl of March ; that the former 
having got together fome ihipping, landed his 
men and their ladders near the town ; and that 
mounting the walls, they bore down all oppo- 
fitlbn, while the townfmen abandoned to the 
affailants all their rich effects and moveables j 
and that Ogle's fon was killed in the attack. 

The Scots having befieged the caftle of Ber- 
wic, Edward ftaid but three days at London, 
where his parliament was fitting, and marched 
northward to raife the fiege. It was the twenty- 
third of December, 1355, before he reached Dur- 
ham, where he appointed all his military tenants 
to attend him on thefirft of January, 135$, in ^ g^ 
order (as he expreffed it in his writs) to deprefs Ry"»er. 
the malice of the Scots, who were ready to 
invade England with a great army. He was 
attended by the famous Sir Walter Manny, 
x>ne of the beft of his generals, a large body of 
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miners brought from the foreft of Dean, and a 
well-provided fleet. He arrived before Berwic 
on the fourteenth of January, and entered the 
caftle without oppofition. Being mafter of the 
fea, the Scots who held the town offered ^to 
capitulate. Here hiftorians differ, but they 
agree as to the event. The relation of Fordun, 
as it is the moft authentic, is the moft proba- 
ble. He fays, that the Scotch gamfon, being 
-unprovided with the means of fubfiftence, hav- 
ing no profpeft of relief (as their main body 
had returned home), and knowing that their 
leading men were at variance* among them- 
felves, agreed to a capitulation, by which they 
were fuffered to mkrch off" with the fafety of 
their lives, limbs, and all their effefts. For- 
•dun^a relation is not materially contradifted by 
the Eriglrfli authors; and the Scotch tell us, 
that their countrymen fet fire to the town, and 
abandoned it. 

The re-poffeffibn of Berwic by Edward pro- 
duced a fignal efFeft, Baliol, unfeeling as he 
was of difgrace and dependence, now perceived 
•that all the hopes which Edward had fuffered 
him to entertain of the Scotch crown, were 
vain and imprafticablc ; and, what perhaps 
never happened in a fimilar cafe, that the 
greater his and his father's fuccefles had been, 
they were the farther removed from the objeft 
of their ambition, through the fixed averfion 
which the people of Scotland had for flavery. 

He 
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lie was now old, broken in fpirit as in fortune a. 0.1356;, 
He had no lawful iflue, and had reaped no be- 
nefit from his being a brave and fuccefsful war-^ 
rior. Edwardj^ on the contrary, had a nume- 
rous family to provide for, and had the crown 
of Scotland in his eye for his fon, prince Lionel^ 
earl of Ulfter, his filler having no children by 
David. Add to thofe confidcrations, that /a 
powerful fadion in Scotland ftill recognized 
BalioFs claim to the crown. Thofe circum- 
ftances, when collefted, rationally account for 
the ftep which Baliol now took, of retiring, 
upon a comfortable fubfiftence, to a private 
life, by refigning to Edward all his right and 
title to the crown of Scotland, and all his in-* 
tereft there. The bargain was foon ftruck; 
and it was agreed, that he fliould receive put 
of the cuftoms of the town of Kingfton upon 
Hull, and thofe of Bofton, two thoufand and 
fifty pounds a year. Fordun informs us of a 
circumftance not at all improbable, that having 
met with Edward at the caftk of Roxburgh, 
he there put into his hands, by way of invefti- 
ture, his crown, and fome earth and ftones 
. frorti the Scottifli foil ; ** and (fays honeft For- 
dun) he in faft gave him nothing at all, for he 
had nothing that he could legally give.'* I 
have adhered to Fordun's account of this tranf- 
action, becaufe it is confirmed by Engliih re- 
cords. Edward was then at the head of a noble 
griny in England, wd in high expedition of 

being 



6» T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.D.135^. being able to carry into execution his bargain 
with BalioL The Scots fecretly dreaded his 
power, and endeavoured to divert him from 
invading their country. The guardian called 

A Scotch a parliament at Perth, and the bifhops of St. 

^ *°^* Andrew's and Brechin, Sir William Living- 
ftbn, and Sir Robert ErJfkine were appointed 
plenipotentiaries and commiffioners to treat 
about the redemption of the king, and a final 
peace with England. The earl of Douglas and 
foiJae of his followers, about the fame time, were 
admitted into Edward's prefence at Roxburgh, 
and feemed difpofed to confer with him about 
a fubmiflion ; but with no other view (if we 
arc to believe Englifh authors) - than to give 
their countrymen time to carry themfelves and 
their effeds tO the north of the Forth, and to 
defolate the country through which they knew 
Edward was preparing to mafch. Edward, 
on the other hand, was the more willing to 
negOciate, as he was waiting for his fhips ; but 
Douglas and the Scotch noblemen foon made 
him fenfible of their intention, by flatly de* 
daring, that they would rather die than fubmit 
to his demands. 
£awara Edward was preparing to make the Scots 

9gain fggi the moft fevere eflfefts of his refentment, 

|D?MfS ^ ' 

ScoUand. whcu he undcrftood that his fleet, on which he 
had fo great a dependence, was wrecked on 
the coaft of Scotland. According to Fordun, 
he had, by this time, marched together with 

Baliol 
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Baliol as far as Haddington, being iupplied a.d«i|5C 
all the way from his fleet ; a^d they remained 
there for ten days. During his march, his 
army was harraffed on every quarter by parties 
of the Scots, and his foragers cut oft His 
fleet nofooner arrived in the JFrith of Forthj 
than the mariners landing deftroyed aiid pil- 
laged all that was within their reach, without, 
fparing the facred edifices, and even carried oflF 
with them ftatues of the blefled Virgin, adorn-- . 
ed with coftly bracelets, and other ornamenta 
of gold and jewels. They loaded the monks 
and other ecclefiaftics with chains, and forced 
them on board their Ihips ; and, in fiiort, all 
Fife and Lothian was a continued fcene of de- - 
folation, when the deftru£tion of their fleet 
happened, which, as the reader m^y eafily 
apprehend, Fordun afcribes to the facrilege o£ 
their foldiers and failors. Whatever may be 
in this, it is certain, that Edward was obliged 
to return to England with Baliol, without be- 
ing able to complete the fchemes either of his 
revenge or ambition. 

The brave prince of Wales was, at this time, tof, of A* 
rendering his name immortal, by the noble baJtil^^ 
exploits he was performing in France, where ^^^^^ 
he gained the battle of Poitiers, and took the 
French king, John, and one of his fons pri* 
foners. We are told by Fordun, that William, 
who was afterwards earl of Douglas, carried 
over three thoufand Scots to the afliftance of 

John, 
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ii.p.i356.. John, who kiiighted him and feveral of his 
countrymen/ Sir Andrew Stuart, Sir Robert 
Gordon, Sir Andrew Haliburton, and Sir An- 
drew Vaux, are mentioned as having fallen in 
the field of battle. The lord Douglas was 
carried oflf wounded ; the lord Archibald Doug- 
las (who I fuppofe was his fon) was made a 
prifoner, together with Sir William Ranifay ; 
but the latter, with an uncommon prefence of 
mind, treating lord Archibald in a coarfe man- 
ner, as if he had been his menial fervant, pro- 
cured him his liberty for a trifle. This flow of 
fpccefs upon Edward feemed to render him 
more tradable ; and he began to liften to pro- 
polals of a truce which were fent him by pope 
Innocent, and which actually was concluded 
for two years, on the twenty-third of March, 
2357. ^357> between France and England, ip which 
the Scots were comprehended. It is foreign to 
my prefent purpofe to enter into the reafons 
which determined Edward to this ftep, which 
was followed foon after by one ftill more ex- 
traordinar}'', which was his agreeing, on the 
eighth of May, to a fpecial truce with Scot- 
land by a feparate treaty, in which David, for 
the firft time, is ftiled King of Scotland. Next 
David's followed a negociation for fetting that prince 
at liberty ; and he was, for that purpofe, con- 
dufted to BerwiCi William bifliop of St. An- 
drew's, Thomas bifhop of Caithnefs, Patrick 
biihop of Brechin, and chancellor of Scotland, 

Patrick 
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Patric earl of March, Sir Robert firlkine, and a.d. iis^t 
Sir William Livingfton, were plenipotentiaries - 
on the part of the Scots as before, and commif* 
fioned by Robert Stuart, guardian of Scotland, 
in a fiill council of the kingdom, (for fo it fecms 
the parliament was then caUed) holden at £din« 
burgh on the twenty ^fixth of September. Be« 
fides thofe commiflioners, others were named 
by the feparate orders of parliament ; fome for 
the clergy, fome for the nobility, and others for 
the burroughs, to watch over the concorns of 
their refpeAive coniHtuents. The commiflioners 
for England were John archbiihop of York, 
Thomas bifhop of Durham, Gilbert bifhop of 
Carlifle, and the lords Percy, Nevil, Scroop, and 
.Mu%rave, who, on the third of Oftober, came 
to this final agreement : 

«' Firft, That king David ihould be releafed, 
fet free and ranfomed for a hundred thoufand 
merks fterling money, to be paid yearly by ten 
thoufand merks ; the firfl payment to begin at 
Midfummer next following at Berwic, if then 
in the hands of the Englifh, 

^ Secondly, That there fhould be a firm truce 
kept and obferved in England, Scotland, and 
the Ifle of Man, during the fpace of ten years, 
or at leaft till the whole fum was paid ; and that 
Edward de Baliol, and John of the Ifles, as allies 
of the king of England, ihould be included in 
this truce. 

VoL.UL K ^Thirdly, 
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A. D. xsss. a Thirdly, That for performance of the whole 
treaty, king David fhould deliver twenty hof- 
tages to the king of England ; and thcfc were 
the fame who, in the preceding treaty of thd 
year 1354, had been fingled out for the fame 
piirpofe, viz. the heirs of the high-fteward, the 
carls of Sutherland, March, Ind Wigton, and of 
the lo^ds Cunningham, Graham^ Livingflon^ 
Urikine, FuUerton, Stuart of Darnley, Hay of 
Lochinwaret, Gray, WeemS, Kennedy, Berkley^ 
and Others. 

♦* Fourthly, That if the money was not paid 
at the terms agreed on, king David himfelf 
&ould return into England, and render himfelf 
prifoner, there to remain till all the arrears of 
his ranfom were difcharged ; but in cafe he were 
hindered from going thither, that then he ihould 
fend in his ftead the lord high-fteward of Scot- 
land, the lord of Douglas, and Thomas Murray j 
or failing of them, three others of the higheft 
quality. And fo fecute w^ere the Englifli, with 
reference to this article, that they not only oblige 
ed king David to fwear to the performance ol 
it, but alfo to declare* hitoifdf infamous, aiad 
degraded from all honours and dignities ; 
and, which was more, to order and command 
his own fubjecls to expel him, as unworthy 
to be their king, in cafe he ihould ever offer 
to infringe it. And, as if this was not 
enough, 

"Fifthly, 
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^Fifthly, The ld»g, with his prelates, lords, a.d. ij^i. 
and m^FchjuQitSy msike themfelve^ liable to th^ 
cenfm'e^ of the cburcht and are wilUng to be de- 
fxriYfid of the, cojomuniop of the faithful, ia 
caf^ tbey/ ihonld £ail to pay the money at the 
terms abf)ve*ineationed ; nay, each of them, in 
paitiaalar, obHges himfeif, a& ,principal debtor, 
for tfatf whole &lm<." 

During, the di^erences between the regency whjchu 
of Scotland and Edward, the latter affected to 
treat |ohn lord of the Ifles as a prince, or nobler 
man, independent of David ; and particular care 
was takeil in the treaty, that no part of David's 
ranfom flionld be raifed iipon his eilates. I have 
already mentioned a nobleman under the fame 
denoinination, who probably was defcended 
from Donald Bane ; . but the total . difregard of 
literatiirp in the iflands where his intereft or 
eftate layj leaves us entirely at a lofs for his ge- 
nealogy. Some of the chief families , of the 
Macdonalds (if I miftake not) claim to be his 
defcendentSi The « comprehenfion of Edward 
Baliol, in the fanrie treaty, was equitable } for, as 
he was now no longer a pretender to the crown, 
it could be confidered in no other light than as 
ah indemnification granted him for all he had 
afted at Edward's inftigation againft the king- 
dom of Scotland. David being reftored to full 
liberty, ratified his treaty of ranfom, as did his 
parliament, in a full council, affembled at Scone yl^^*^* 
on the fixth of the cnfuing November; and on ^9« 
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A. D. 135S. the eighth of th& fame month king Edward both 
ratified^the treaty^ and ordered Sir Archibald 
Bsouglas, John Gordon, William de Toures, and 
fome other Scotch gentlemen (becaufe made 
prifoners during the .truce) to be fet at liberty, 

M rcenary PethapS' iko traafadion lu tibbe hiftory of Scot* 
land reflets .more ^honour 'than this does upon 
the nation. . Edward was then in the heighth of his 
glory, H4 had the Erdnch king in chains; he had 
rejected- the empire of Germany^ .as not worthy 
hi& acccqptance ; and, what gaye him^i^moft dif- 
tinguifbed glory, he was father to £dwaid prince 
of \i^ales/ He was far from being, ^ moiiarch ex- 
travagantly. generous, for he, was, fhudlly atten- 
tive, to his intereft, and neoeflity alone had 
obliged Aim to reft ore David to his kipgdom, 
and SfCjotUnd to her indepcaa^ency^ which he 
aiQ4fiis family had for abpy^ fcventy yesirs en- 
d^ftvowed to deftroy,^t an .expence .greater, 
p^bap?, ;than the fee-finqpl^vof^cotle^pd^, after 
b^r , kings were ftript of their Englilh domi- 
nionsijwould have amqunted to. This mighty 
€y ent cQuJd be only owing tOr tlie . deteirmined 
fpirit of a people Xq averfe tp ilav^ry, that Ed- 
ward fppndJt: could not be fubducd by their 
TOQft^^dy^ftri^tls fortunes; and his Qwnmg David 
to /be kin^/of Scotland, entirely fet afid.<^ all the 
flatt*ripg ipfQipe^ he.h^4 eutertainediicom his 
late , ibai^ain (With Baliol. The yery compkc- 
ti<i«x of ther '.treaty is a propfi^tbait Edward was 
aduated by no fentiment of generofity; that 

every 
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every ftipulation tended to fecure to him the a. d. 135X. 
.payment of the ranfom money, and to keep the 
Scots inadive for teii years, till it was dif- 
charged* . . 

David, upon his return to Scotland, was re- Faimooaof 
ceived by his fttbjcAs with tranfports of joy* au"th<lrs. 
Eiigli^ sinthors pretend that lie was tinder obli- 
gatiofls tief^r 4:0 bear arms againft the king of 
England^ or to fuffer his fubjeftstodo fo ; and 
likewife to do his utmoft endeavours to pcrfuade 
his patlianaent, that the crown of Scotland 
might be held by homage to that of England^ 
The repetition of thofe falflioods confute theihi 
It is plain that David's liberty was owing to the 
neceffity Edward was under to grant it Some 
Englifh atithors have mentioned previous tranf* 
aftions to have paffed between him and David^ 
but of thefe Ican^ake no cognizance, as none 
appear upon record, Knighton fpeaks of three 
Scotch pirate fliips, with no lefs than tjhree hun- 
dred chofen men at arms,whd did great damage 
by cruizing upon th^ coafts^t)f England, but 
were brought Co juftic^, being forced by ftrefs of 
weather into YarmOuth-haven: M©re moderd 
authors tell us ^ that while David vvaS confined 
in NottiBgham-caftle, he curioufly engraved^ 
with his Own hands, on the* ^^aftsi \4iicii were 
of rockj the whole Ibory Df our Say icJdr'3 paffion ; 
but little credit is to be given to Itaditionsof 
this kind, as David feet6s never to -hive 1>een a 
clofe prifoner in Eftgknd. 

The 
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A. Dk i3$s. The firft quota of David's ranfom was puno* 
pielfedwith tually paid on the twenty-fourth of June 1359^ 
SL*""' and we are told that, in confeqiience of a private 
promife made to king £dward, he demoli&cd 
the caftles of DaMwinton, Dumfries, Morton, 
and Durifdere. About xthi^ time died^ at an adr 
vanced age, the iady Chriilian Bntce^ fifter tO 
Robert the firft, and widow of Sir Andrew Mur- 
ray, the governor of Scotland, and was buried 
at Dumfermling. Without launching too far 
into conjed:ures, I muft be of opinion that the 
Scots, in confenting to David's' ranfom, had a 
greater regard for their own honour and inde- 
pendency than for his perfon^ Had he ihewn 
more magnanimity aiid firmnefs, than hfc dW 
during his captivity, I am apt to think it would 
jiot have been fo long; and it •certain, that he 
returned to Scotland with great prepofleffionis 
againft the guardian. In the firft parliament 
he held, he acrtifed him of having betrayed him 
at the b&ttle of Durham, where he was nude 
prifoncn We know nothing of the defence 
whom he made by the guardian againft this charge, which ' 
I believe to have been falfe and frivolous; but 
we are told that David acled upon the o.ccafion 
in an arbitrary and unconftitutional manner, for 
he altered the order of fucceffion to his crown, 
by transferring it from the great-fteward to his 
other nephew, fon to the earl of Sutherland, by 
his youngeft Kifter, 

David, 
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David, upon examining his finances, or per- a. o. 135s. 
haps more ^operly fpeaking, the fentiments of tiow with" 
his great men^ eafily J>erceived that it would be ^^^^^^ 
ftext to iiiipoffible fojr him to difcharge his ran* 
fom, according to the flipulated agreement with 
Edward. His queen Jane had always lived itt* 
tolerable good correfpondence with her brother; 
and ibdn after David's return to Scotland, he 
fent her to be a kind of agent for him at the 
court of England, to procure fome mitigation 
in the terms of -payment. Her attendance was 
fplendid, but her fuccefs indifferent ; and David 
followed her in perfon towards the end of the 
year 1 358. In the Ghriftmas following, Edward 
indulged himfelf in dining between his two 
toyal captives of France and Scotland ; for David 
was cdnfidered as a prifoner till his ranfom 
fliould be difcharged, and he is termed fuch in 
hh fafe-conduft fent him by Edward on that 
oecafion. All the favour that the joint-foUici* 
tations of David and his queen could obtain^ 
was a refpite of the fecond payment of the ran- 
fom money, from Midfummer 1359 to the 
eleventh of November following. Some other 
trifling arrangements were made, particularly 
a treaty of commerce between the two na- 
tions ; and permiffion was obtaiacd for the 
youth of Scotland to ftudy in the Englifli uni- 
verfities. Knighton has faid that David, to get 
rid of his' ddbt, offered to attend and^affift Ed- 
Ward in his wars with France j but this is de- 
nied 



72 THEHISTORY 

A.D. 1359. nied by the Scotch writers, becaufe, had it been 
true, hiftory would not have been the only 
evidence to confirm it, as Edward undoubt- 
.edly would have made ufe of fuch an o£Fer to 
break the good underftanding between France 
-and Scotland* 
He (ends rn This was fo far from being the cafe, that 
^ace! ^ David no fooner returned to his own kingdom^ 
than he gave a commifSon to Sir Robert £r- 
ikine. Sir John Grant, and Norman Leflie, his 
arniour-bearer, to repair, as his ambafiadors, to 
France, and there to renew the old league be- 
tween the two nations, or rather to follicit the 
dauphin, who was then the regent of France, 
for the money that was due for his ranfom, 
next payment. This,muft be acknowledged to 
have been a very extraordinary ftep, when we 
confider the diftrefled fituation of France at 
this time, and that her king was ftill a prifoner 
in England. On the other hand, John and his 
nobles, with the regent at their head, were 
feemingly at variance. He had made concef- 
fions to Edward that they refufed to ratify, and 
nothing could have been of more fervice at that 
time, to their aflFairs, than an invafion of Eng- 
land by the Scots. The regent appointed Simon 
de Bucy chevalier, and John Chalemart confeil- 
ler du roy, to treat with the Scotch plenipoten- 
tiaries. All parties being met, the latter pro- 
duced the treaty of ranfom, expatiated upon 
their king's good faith towards France, that to 

it 
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it all his misfortunes, and thofe of his people, a. d. 1359. 
were owiiig ; and that to preferve it, he had re- 
jefted the moft ■ advantageous oflFers from the 
king of England. They concluded by frankly 
acknowledging that David was in no condition 
to difchatge his ranfom ; that he looked upon 
the obligations he was under, not to break with 
England while it was unpaid, to be indifpenfible ; 
but that if the French would affift him to pay 
it, he would immediately make a wat of diver* 
fion upon Edward. 

The reader can eafily figure to himfelf, that Part of 
the anfwer returned by the French contained fompaid. 
reciprocal profeffions and complaints of their 
calamities j that the king and chief nobility 
were prifoners; but they offered, by the follow* 
ing Eafter, if the Scots would renew the war 
againft England, to advance them fifty thoufand 
marks fterling, to enable them, with the- addi- 
tion of twenty thoufand marks to be advanced 
by themfelves, to defray the total fum of 
David's ranfom. It is more than probable that 
the French, by this promife, meant only to 
amufe the Scots, till they could prevail upon 
them to break with Edward. They remitted 
an article in a formei;- treaty, by which the Scots 
were obliged to furnifh the French with five 
hundred horfe, and as many archers ; and the 
treaty was figned on the twenty-ninth of June 
1 359> I ^^, ^pt to think, with little good faith 
on either fidej but the Scots undoubtedly were 

Vol. in. L the 
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A.p.i}^. the gainers. Edward, ^bout that time, had 
invaded France, with an intention to fubdue 
it totally ; but exafperated as he was with that 
regency, he thought proper to foothe the Scots, 
fo as to prevail with them to continue quiet 
. during his abfence. The report of the late 
treaty with France feems to have been but in- 
differently received* as no provifion was made 
for difcharging the fecond payment till above 
fix months after it was due. It was, however, 
punftually paid, part at Bruges, and part at 
Calais; though the modern Scotch hiftorians 
have been fo negligent, that they are at a loft 
to know how it was raifed. Had they looked 
into Fordun, they would have feen, that Sir 
Robert Erfkine, Norman Lefly, and fome other 
a<3ive perfohs, went froni Paris to the pope's 
court, and obtained a grant of the tenth of all 
the ecclefiaftical revenues in Scbtland for three 
years, but with an exprefs condition, that the 
church fliould be no farther taxed for the 
king's ranfom ; " upon which (fays our old 
hiftorian) they returned very joyful to their 
own country." We underftand, however, that 
David paid no» farther regard to this bull, than 
to raife the money it granted ; for, notwith- 
ftanding all the remonftrances of his clergy, he 
forced them afterwards to pay in proportion 
with the nobility, and the other great land-> 
holders of his kingdom; ^ but to this (adds 
Fordun) the clergy made, a ftout refiftance." 

In 
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In the mean time^ feveral remarkable invents A. d. 1361. 
happened in Scotland. David's excellent qneen^ scotund. 
Jane, had died at Hertford in England, aild 
was buried at London^ in the Grey Friari 
church there; and fo many inundations had 
happened in Lothian, as had laid the greater 
part of it under water. The death of queen 
Jane^ whofe conjugal virWed cannot be fui£- 
ciently admired, fo far from creating any cold^ 
nefs between David and Edward, bade fair t6 
unite them more clofely than ever. Edward 
was, by this time, become fenfible how im- 
practicable it was to fubdue Scotland by arms; 
but he thought a fair opportunity then pre- 
fented to add it to his kingdom by treaty. He 
knew that David was exceffively uneafy about 
the remainder of his arrears for ranfom, and that 
he had undertaken more than he could perform. f 

Great part of the year 1363 had paffed 1363.' 
without any remarkable event that is marked* 
in the Scotch hiftories. All we know is, that 
David, in that time, paid feveral vifits to 
the Englifh court; that many treaties were Afadcrai 
fet on foot between him and Edward ; and at polT. ^'*' 
laft it was propofed to treat of a final peace be- 
tween the two nations ; nor do we find that 
the French ever paid any part of the money 
which they had promifed by the convention of 
Paris., Without leading the reader through 
labyrinths of appointments and records, it i^ 
foffident to inform him, that David appointed 

L 2 William 
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i^;D.i363. William bifhop of St. Andre>v's, Patrick bi- 
fliop of Brechin, Sir Robert Erlkine, and Nor- 
man Lefly, to be his commiffioners for the 
definitive treaty; and on the twenty-ninth of 
November, the very remarkable agreement 
which the reader will find in the notes ^, was 

■ - * 

• "I. That towards a final peace, and a happy union of the two 
kingdoms, the king of Scotland ftiould propose to the commu- 
nity of his fubjefts, ' that in cafe he himfelf (hould die without 
heirs of his own body, (which God forbid, fays the record) they 
would agree and confent that the king of England, and his heirsy 
fliould fuCceed him in • the throne 5 which, if they could be prp- 

' vailed up6n'1:o do, in that cafe, the king of England, as an equi- 
valent for'fo great a ccncdTion, was to undertake, 
■ ** II/^Thaft he fli6uld forgive, and for ever difcharge the whole 
fum ftill due for the ranfom of king David, 

* • • *^ III? That he fliould inftantly furrender and give up to king 
David, and the trowfi of Scotland, all the towns and territories 

- 'fonftejty pOiTeffed by king Robert Bruce, particularly the town» 
caftle, and county pf Berwic , the calUe of, and neighbouring 

.'CWdntry to, Roxburgh; the caftles of Jedburgh, Lochmaben, 

<* IV. That he fhould give full fatisfa61ion, and equivalent eftates 

Y jft'Englabd^tothe earl of Athol, and the lords de Beaumont, 

V Perty, frerr^rsi Talbot, &c. for their claims and former pofief*^ 
tfioVis in' Scotland. 

. :• *« V. Tljat he fliould repone king David to all the rights, dig- 
'luties, and tei-ritories (that is, to the counties of Northumber- 
land, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, Huntington, palatinate o£ 
Chcileri &(c.)' his anceftors and predeceflbrs had ever enjoyed in 
Ejtglarfd; provided, ncverthelefs, that he and his heirs, kings of 
Scotland, fliould do homage for them allenarly, and not at all for 
the kihgdom of Scotland itfelf, to the king of England and 
his heirs.- » ,. 

"VI. That in all events, the name, title, and dignity of the 
kingdom of Scotland, fliould be honourably and inviolably pre- 
ferved, without union (they meant an incorporating one, no 
doubt) or connexion to that of England ; and that, for this effeft, 
/ the fovereign of both fliould be ftiled " The Kings," in the plural 

number, or otherwife, " The King of England and Scotland," 

« VII. That the faid fovereign, after being crowned king of 
Jingland, ihpuld come in perfon, and b$ alfo crowned king of 

Scotland 
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drawn up, in the preferice of the two kings/ a. d. 1361, 
for a fcederal union, by which David was to 

Scotland at Scoon, in the marble chair, which .(hould forthwith 
be tranfmittcd from London to Scoon. 

« VIII. That he fhould keep his Scots parliament within the> 
bounds of Scotland, and no where eUe. 

" IX. That, at his coronation, he (hould fwear to maint^ the 
church of Scotland free and independent of all archbifliops and 
others whoever, the See of JEiome only extcepted ^ as alfo the laws 
and ftatutes made by the good kings of Scotland ; and ihould calV. 
nor Aiffer no Scotfman to be called out of the kingdom of Scot«^ 
land, to any judicatory in being. 

" X. That he fhould fuffer no ecclefiaftical dignities, nor re- 
venues, within Scotland to be conferred on any but Scotfinen. 

** XI. That all temporal dignities and plapes of profit, tuch at 
thefe of ^anpellor, chamberlain, judge, iheriff, provoft, baillie,* 
guardians of towns and caflles within Scbtland, (hoold be en« ' 
trufbed with none but Scotfmcn. 

'* XTI. That all prelates, earls, barons, freeholders, (hould be 
maintained in the rights and privileges they then enjoyed. 

<<XIII. That the earl of Douglas fliould be reponed to Che' 
lands enjoyed by his father and uncle in England. 

" XIV. That none of the grants made by the late king Robert, 
or the prefent king David, or any of their predeceflbrs, ihoiil4' 
ever be recalled. 

MXV. That the merchants of Scotland fhould have Full libcrtf 
of commerce and trade with the £ngli(h, and that they (hould not' 
be obliged to go any where, not even to Calais (the then Haple 
port for Englifti wool, which was their grand, and perhaps only 
commodity) but might purchafe wool in England itfelf, upon 
paying but half a merk cuilom for the fack of it. 

"XVI, That the fovereign, wherever he (hould chance t» be, 
(hould always have by him a council of Scots peers and lords, for 
the direftion of Scots affairs. 

"XVII. That he (hould impofe no taxes upon Scotland,, Vu^ 
fuch as had been paid to, and exad^ed by, the belt of Scoti 
kings. 

«• XVIII. That he (hould not oblige the Scots to ferve in thc^ 
w^rs otherwife than was ufual before, nor to keep the fields at 
their own charges above forty days at a time ; and that, if the 
e^^igency of affairs required any of them to continue longer in the 
fervice, they fliould be paid out of the Exchequer, conform to 
th^ir rank and cf^ality, 

«XIX. 
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A.D. 1363. be rdlored to all the lands which the greatdEb 
of his predecefibrs had held in England ; thdt 
arrears of his ranfom was to be difcharged; 
the independency of Scotland upon the king* 
dom of England was to be inviolably preferved, 
both in church and ftate^ with many other 
fpecial honoiu^ and advantages i but, in cafe, 
of David's demife without iffuc, the crown of 
Scotland was to go to the king of England and 
his heirs. 

This very extraordinary agreement undoubt-, 
odly proves the great confequence of Scotland 
in the eyes of Edward ; but it had a two-fold 
afpe^l. Confidering it as a perfonal compaA 
b^ftween the two kings, it was equally advan-. 
tsigeous and ^orious for David. Hi9 nephew^ 
tlje earl of Sutherland's fon, had been, for fome 
tune^ dead, and he continued to be ftill on 
very bad terms with the high-fteward. Ed- 
ward was his brother-in-law and near relation f 
aid nothing was omitted in the agreement that 
could tend to the honour and independency of 
Scotland. On the other hand, when we view 
t^s. traniadion in a national light, it was 

' **XlX. That as often as the fbvcrcign (hould be crowned at 
^ofly the articles of this agreement (bould be read to the king 
and people,' and the former fliould take an oath to keep them in* 
Rotable. 

•• XX. In fine. That the king of England was willing to grant, 
by the advice of his council, whatever elfe the three com muni* 
ties of the kingdom of Scotland fhould alk for the\r further fe- 
curity and fatisfa6tion. 

meauj 
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mean, defpotical, and unconftitutional, as Da- A.D.13^}, 
vid had no right to difpofc of his crown, or to 
give his people a mailer, after his death ; and 
the Scots, to their immortal honour, confi* 
dered the agreement in that light. Their king, 
(of whofe magnanimity, notwithftanding the 
encomiums which have been lavilhed upon him 
by Abcrcromby, and other Scotch hiftorians, 
we have but a very flender opinion) during 
the dependence of this negociation, which 
feems to have been of fome years continuance, 
had married a young lady, one Margaret Logy, Dawi's 
whom Fordun reprefents as being of very high "*"*"*^ 
quality, though other hiftorians repirefent her 
as a private gentlewoman. It is amazing, as 
David might have been considered as then in 
the vigour of his age, that this negociation 
could have continued fo long. Perhaps his 
marriage was not known till it was near its 
conclufion ; for I perceive, that after the in- 
denture (as it is called) was drawn up, the 
Engliih commiffioners ftarted the following 
queftion : " What equivalent Edward was to 
have for the ceffions he was to make, if David 
fliould have children of his own body ?'* No 
anfwer, that I know of, was given to this quef- 
tion, which was of great importance; and, 
upon the whole, I am inclined to believe, that 
Jldward was in no pain on account of the pro- 
bability of David^s having children. 

All 
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A.D. 1363. AH the Scotch hiftorians, exceptini^ Fordun* 

A civil war ,i. . .' ■• 

ib Scotland, havc treated this convention with unpardonable 
carelcffnefs. That honeft writ^ who lived' 
near, if not at, the time, tells us j that a coh-' 
{piracy, or, in other words, a civil war, broke 
out between the king and his fubje6b ; and that 
they entered into an aflbciation, ftrengthened 
with their feals, to refill him; The king, on* 
the other hand," being fufniflied with money 
(I fuppofe from England) railed troops ;' and , 
the nation was, for fome time, a fccne^ of con- 
fafion and tumult. We underftand, however, 
from Forduttj that neither party- was fond irf 
bringing matters to delpeirate extremities. The' 
JioWUty Tiiade the deepeft profeffions of their 
loyllty and attachment to the king's perfon, 
and he accepted of their fubmiffions. All we' 
can learn from Fordun's narrative of this civil 
combuftion is, that the nation and ' the king* 
were then upon very bad terms, which we can' 
only attribute to David's unjiiftifiable attempt 
to alter the fucceffion, in which he was (le- 
feated. His remaining without children un-' 
doubtedly contributed to the quiet of his do- 
minions, . becaufe it left to Edward fome hopes 
of ftill fucceeding in his defigns upon Scotland. 
The compaft I have mentioned being now en* 
tirdy.at an end, and David having failed in 
the annual payments of his ranfom, he named 
William bifllop of St. Andrew's, Sir Robert 

I Erlkine, 
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Erlkine, Mr, Walter Wardlaw, and Mr. Gilbert a. d. x364, 
Armftrong, to be his plenipotentiaries for a 
new treaty, towards the end of the year 1364; 
and on the twentieth of May, 1365, the fol- 
lowing articles were agreed on. 

« Firft, That^ in regard the king of Scotland Ry"". 

^^ *^ /i new 

and his fubjeAs had. failed in their annual pay- treaty, 
nfients, they fliould now^ to avoid the penalties 
thereby incurred, become debitors to the king 
of England for the fura of one hundred thou-? 
fand pounds fterling, to be paid by equal pro-^ 
portions within the fpacc of twenty-five years, 
that is to fay, fix thoufand marks became 
payable at the feafi of Candlemas next to come 
1366) fix thoufand marks more at Candlemas 
1367, andfoon. ^ 

/* Secondly, That, during the faid fpace of 
twenty-five years, there fliould be a truce be- 
tween the two kingcipms, unlefs either or both 
of the kings fliould rather chufe to renew the 
war: but that, however, 

** Thirdly, The truce concluded at Berwic 
on the third of Oftober, 1357, Ihould be pro- 
longed till Candlemas next, and from thence 
till Candlemas 1370, that is, four years longer j 
during which time means fliould be ufed to- 
wards bringing about a final peace ; but if that 
could not be effefted, 

** Fourthly, The truce might neverthelefs be 
continued, conformable to the terms of the 
£rfl: and iiecond articles : but if the king of 

Vol.. III. M England 
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A. D. 1365. England fliall rather chufe to renew the war, 
in that cafe the prefent obligation given to him 
for the^fum of one hundred thoufand pounds 
fhall become null and void, and what money 
fliall be paid by the king of Scotland during 
the forefaid four years truce, fliall be deduded 
out of the fum of eighty thoufand marks, yet 
due as the remainder of his ranfqm. Befides^ 
the faid king of England fhall give warning to 
the faid king of Scotland of his defign of renew- 
ing the war half a year before he begins it. 

*« Fifthly, That if the king of Scotland fliall, 
after the four years truce is expired, think fit 
to renew the war, he fhall in the fame manner 
pre-advertife the king of England, and be ne- 
verthelefs obliged, as before, to pay the whole 
fum of one hundred thoufand pounds." 
ntifiedby '^^^ reader, from this new convention, may 
^**^''* eafily perceive how fixed the averfion of the. 
Scots were to a foreign fway, or even to a fe- 
deral union with England. The treaty was 
ratified by David at Edinburgh oa the twelfth, 
and by Edward at Windfor on the twentieth, 
of June, 1 365 ; and we meet w:ith but few inci- 
dents of David's reign aftdr that event. He 
was punftual in the ftated payments of his ran- 
fom-money for four years, during which, the 
truce was religioufly obferved ; and we may 
fuppofe that David fpent the intermediate tifne 
in repairing the ravages of the long war which 
his countr)'' had fuffered. His nephew, Robert 

Stuart, 
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Stuart, had renewed his oath of fidelity at a.d. 1365* 
Inchmurdach ; and confequently his right of 
fucceffion was, at the ftime time, recognized 
by David and his parliament. Perhaps, if the 
truth was known, David had, at this time, 
very little fway in the affairs of government, 
and was fupported by Edward, chiefly in hopes 
that lie would ftill be able to form a party to 
fet afide the high-fteward's fucceffion in favour 
of that prince. This is the more probable, as 
we know from records that, during the years 
1365, 1366, and 1367, he and his queen, who ,366. 
was handfome and young, attended by a large Ry4^1 
train of courtiers and clergy, vifited England, " 
and made pilgrimages to the moft noted fhrines, 
under the ridiculous pretence of obtaining if- 
fue. Their favourite journies were to the 
Ihrines of the Virgin of Walfingham, and St* 
Thomas of Canterbury. It is foreign to my 
purpofe to enter into the differences which 
broke out, about this time, between the French 
court and the prince of Wales, and renewed 
the war between France and England, about 
the year 1369. The prince undoubtedly was 1369. 
betrayed into an improper conduft by the 
ftretches he had madein the treaty of Bretigny ; 
and the French had infidioufly availed them- 
felves of every opportunity to declare it void. 
Edward was not infenfible how warmly the 
Scotch nation, in general, now inclined to an 
union with France rather than England, on 

M 2 account 
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A. D. 1369. account of the fucceffion; and indeed wc can 
only attribute it to the inability of Charles^ 
' who had fucceeded John in that crown, that 
he did not fupply the Scots with troops 
and money, to enable them immediately 
to take the field againft Edward, The lat-^ 
ter, to provide againft all events, ftrongly 
reinforced his garrifons of Newcaftle, Carlifle, 
Berwic, Roxburgh, and all the places he held 
upon the frontiers, or in the neighbourhood oS 
Scotland. 
'Dark«ef$ of The hiftory of Scotland, towards the end of 

hift©*^^*"^*^ Pavid's reign, is incredibly dark an,d perplexed. 
We hazard little in faying, that he was nover 
entirely under thfe inflpence of Edward, I fliall 
not, however, attribute to that influence an 
event which undoubtedly took place at thi^ 
time, which was the repudiation of David'il 
queep, on pretence (fay fome authors) of her 
mean defcent, It is certain, that £be was far 
from brooking her difgrace with patience ; for 
file inimediately repaired to the pope's courtj^ 
which was then at Avignon, where flie fo ef-r 
feclually fet forth her wrongs,, that flie was 
received and entertained aa a royal perlbnage^ 
and as David's lawful wife. After a fhort ftayt 
at Avignon, flie returned to Scotland with a> 
confirniatioji (zs the Scotch hiftoriansk fay) oi 
her marriage, David beijag enjoined to take hep 
back to his bed und^r fey ere penalties* We ara 



QF SCOTLAND. 85 

bat we zxt certain that the Scotch authors, who a. o. 1369, 
fey that Ihe died on her return to Scotland^ writers. 
^e miftaken; for it appears by records, that 
flie was at Avignon in June 1372, and in March 
1374, Edward fent her a fafe-conducl to remain 
in En^and for 'two yejirs. Upon the whole, 
there is reafoa to believe that Ihe was ill treated; 
but we know nothing of the time of her death* 
David, about the year 1 369, began to relax in 
the payments of hi$ ranfom, and, to keep well 
with Edward, he refufed to declare for the 
French. On the twentieth of July, he even 
obliged himfelf to obferve the truce agreed to Abcr- 
with his dear brother king Edward, during the 
fpace of fourteen years, and to pay the fum of 
fifty-fix thoufand marks fteding, yet due for 
his ranfom,^ whereof four thoufand were pay- 
able every year at Candlemas, ** By this; 
meails (fays my author) the kingdom was eafe4 
of the advance of two thoufand marks in the 
year, and yet was unable to pay the four thou- 
fand mar^& that had been ftlpulated.'' This 
failure in the punftual payment of fo fmall a 
firm, renders it probable, that a very had un- 
d^rftiajiding then fubfiflied between him and his 
nobles; for in the year 1370, he undertook, 1370. 
another journey to England, to obtain fome 
farther abatement of his annual payments. We 
accordingly find that Edward indulged him ia 
protrafting the day of the firft payment from 
the fecondtjf Febru^axy tp the twenty:-fourth of 
J^ne^ It 
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A. D. 1370. it has been faid, but with very little appear- 
DaSd/^ ^°ce of truth, that this backwardnefs was ow- 
ing to his amafling large fums in order to pay Z' 
vifit, or make an expedition, to the Holy Land. 
This journey is fuppofed to have been the laft 
public ad of David's life. Upon his return t» 
Edinburgh he died on the twenty -fecond of 
1370.71. February, 1370-71 ^, in the forty-firft year of 
his reign, and thp forty-eighth of his age, 

* As an irrefragable proof of the carelefliiefs of Buchanan , and 
other Scotcli hiftorians, in a faft fo recent as the death of David 
the fecond, they tell us, that he died at his caftle of Edinburgh' 
on the feventh day of May, in the tliirty -ninth year of his rcxgn^ 
and the forty-feventh of his age j " but (fays Abercromby veiy' • 
truly) they are certainly miftaken, both as to the year of his 
reign and the day of his death 5 for I find two writs among Mr. 
Rymer's Colleftions, under his own feal, the one dated at Edin- 
burgh the twentieth of July, 1369; the other at London the 
fourth of June, 1370; both which were drawn up in theMJIa* 
rantifme, that is, the fortieth year of his reign. Nay, fromtmr 
own records, examined and cited by the learned editors of Haw. 
thornden's Works, Anno 1711, it appears, that at leafb fwentjr 
charters have been granted by him after the day on which th^ 
fay he died, yiz. one dated the ninth, another the fifteenth, a 
third and a fourth on the eighteenth of September : one the 
eighteenth, three the twenty -fecond, three the twenty-third, one 
the twenty fourth, and one the twenty-feventh of Odlober : two 
the fiWl, and one the ninth of November : one on the thirty-firft; . ^^ 
of December : two on the twenty-fixth, and one on the twenty- 
ninth of January, 1370 (that is, according to our prefent com, " T^ 
putation, 1371): and all thefe bear exprefsly that they wcie 
granttd in the forty-firft year of his reign." ^ ^ 

The accurate Ruddiman, in his preface to Mr. Anderfon*t *i 
Seleftus Diplomatum & Numifmatum Scotiae Thefaurus, makee ■ 
it very plain, that, by an imaccountable ovedight, occaiioned ^ 
perhaps by David's long abfence in France, the firft year of his '*^^ 
reign is always mentioned as the fecond, and the fecond as the ' 
third, tb the laft year of his life. The fame ingenious antiquary ■ ^ 
has been at great pains in confuting the pretended fubmiffions of ^' * 
his independency, which David is faid to have made to Edward 5 V ' ~ 
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From the view I have been able to exhiljit of a.d. 1371. 
David's reign, I muft be of opinion, that he was ter! 
in the main a poor-fpirited prince, and that he 
had little befides perfonal valour to recommend 
him. It is true, that great part of his life was 
(pent in exile br captivity; but his compliances, 
firft with the French, and then with the Englifli 
monarch, and above all, his attempts to alter the 
fucceffion, are not to be vindicated. So far as 
we can prefunie at this diftance of time, they ' 

created an iireconcileable breach between him 
and his great fubjefts; nor could he ever regain 
their confidence, though we are told that he 
was reconciled to his nephew the high-ftev/ard, 
his lawful heir, and declared him hi^ fucceflbn 
During his residence in England, he diftinguifh^ 
ed^liimfeif in the martial amufements which 
were, then fo much in vogue at that gallant, 
but ht^urious, court ; and he acquired a tafte for 
magnificent equipages; but Edward appears 
never to have treated him with any remarkable 
confideration, either of perfon or rank* His dif- 
regard poffibly proceeded from the mean opi- 
nion he had of his magnanimity and conftancy, 
and the fame motive might influence the 
French king likewifc; for though David^s 
iriendfliip muft have been of the utmoft fervice 
to his affairs, I do not find he ever trufted him 

but as they are giveii up by the beft Englifli hiftorians as forge- 
ries, and indeed confute themfelves, I Ihall forbear giving any 
cxtra^s of his arguments. ^ 

- after 
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after hd was delivered from his captivity, tic 
is praifed for fome laws that paffed in his reign^ 
particularly for one which was enaft^d at the 
requeft of the three ftates, forbidding his fol- 
diers, as they marched to his army, to moleii: 
their landlords, and commanding them to pay 
for every thing they took from the people. 

I ihail not enter into any previous detail of 
the hiftory of the houfe of Stuart, the head of 
which is now to nfucceed David Bruce in the 
throne of Scotland ; their moft material adiong 
being inferted in the body of this work. His 
mother's death was accidental^ and his OWfi 
coming into the world, if we are to believe the 
ibcfl: of the Scotch authorities, was next to mi- 
raculous. His mother Margery, daughter to 
Robert Bruce, in the year after her marriage^ 
being 1316, in coming, on a Shrove Tuefday, 
•from Paifley to the caftle of Renfrew, the ptin^ 
cipal feat of her huiband's family, and ihe 
big with child, loft her life by a fall from her 
horfe. The Cefarean operation, however, being 
performed, the child was taken alive from her 
body ; but was, by accident, wounded by the in- 
cifion-knife in the eycj which gave him the 
name of Robert, or king, Blear-Eye ever after. 
To perpetuate this memorable event, a crofs, 
called Queen Blear- eye's Crofs, was erected on 
the fpot where tlie operation was performed ; 
and the place is faid to be known by that name 
to this day, I have ahcady related his hiftory^ 

while 
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while he was a young man, and joint or fole a. d. 1371, 
regent of the kingdom j and it appears from 
original and undoubted records ftill extant, that 
his great patrimonial eftate was, from time to 
time, very confiderably augmented by David's 
liberality. It is fomewhat difficult to reconcile 
this to the hatred which David is faid to have 
conceived againft him for his behaviour at the 
battle of Durham ; and Abercromby, with fome 
other writers, have taken occafion, from that 
event, to treat the whole of that dillike as a 
fidion. I cannot be entirely of that opinion ; 
but perhaps David's refentment at the manner 
in which he and the earl of March retired from 
that battle, fubfided upon cooler reflection ; and 
I am apt to think that David was compelled by 
Edward to the fteps which he afterwards took, 
to fet Robert afide from the fucceffion. It is 
undoubted that, at the time of David's death, 
Robert was confidered as his heir j but fome 
authors, of no mean credit, pretend that Wil- 
liam earl of Douglas preferred a cl^m to fuc- 
ceed David. This claim arofe from his mother, and difficoi* 
the only daughter of John Cuming of Badenoch, -' 
who had been killed in the church of Dum- 
fries by Robert the firitt, and his followers. The 
mother of this John Cuming was the daughter 
pf Dervegild, filler to king John Baliol, and 
aunt to his fon Edward ; . and the Baliol family 
.being now extinft, without iflue, the earl of 
Douglas pretended, as well as they had (done, to 
. yoL.IIL N be 
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A.D. 1371. be defcended from the eldeft daughter of 

earl of Huntingdon. I make no doubt, that 
this claim was mentioned (whether by Douglas* 
or not is immaterial) but not infifted upon ; 
and indeed there is the greateft reafon to believe, 
that it was very ill fupported in point of fad. 
Robert the firft had been clearly of opinion, that 
the defcendants of his daughter Margery, next 
to his own male-iffue, were entitled to the 
crown. The fucceilion had been fettled ac- 
cordingly, nor do we find the fmalleft veftige 
of Douglas's claim during the late reign. The 
great nobility had made a fuccefsfiil, but, for 
themfelves, a dangerous ftruggle, to preferve the 
title of the Stuart family inviolate ; and we are 
told that the earls of March and Murray, gova> 
nors of Dumbarton and Stirling, and Su* Ro« 
bert Erlkine, governor of Edinburgh-caftle,pre» 
vailed with Douglas to withdraw his claim. 

tit 18 An affembly of the ftates being held, it vras 

refolved that Robert fliould be crowned ; but to 
take away, for the future, all difpute relating to 
the fucceilion, the following act was drawn up 
and figncd by fifty- one prelates, noblemen, and 
barons; and as it is the moft important perhaps 
that ever paffcd in the Scotch parliament, I 
fliall here lay it before the reader. " In the name 
of the Holy and undivided Trinity, Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ghoft. Amen, Upon the twenty- 
feventh day of March, and year from the in- 
carnation of our Lord 1 3 7 1 , according to the 

cuftom 
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cuftom and Computation of the church of Scot- a.d. 1371. 
land, the inoft ferene prince and lord Robert 
•king of Scots, being at Scoon the time of his 
coronation, the prelates, earls, barons, and others 
of tht clergy and people of this kingdom, be- 
ing alfo then prefent, after the facred folemni- 
ties of his anointment and coronation were 
^nded, and his legal right declared, by virtue 
of which, the faid moft ferene prince had fuc- 
xeeded, and ought to fucceed to the lord David 
king of Scotland, his uncle and predeceflbr,both 
upon tht account of his propinquity, and the de- 
tclaration thereof contained in certain inftru- 
jnen^s, which were made in the time of the lord 
Robert king of Scotland, of famous^ memory, 
;his grandfire and predeceffor, which inftru- 
4nent3 were produced and publicly read ; as 
alfo, softer he had taken the ufual oaths of ho- 
mage and fealty from the faid prelates, earls, 
&c. he then, being induced by the example of 
the faid king Robert, of celebrated memory, his 
grandfather, thought fit to declare, in prefence <J«Jare8 hi* 
of the clergy and people, his fucceffor and true 
heir ; who, although he was, and is abundantly 
well known, he neverthelefs, with the unany 
mous affent and confent of the faid prelates, 
carls, lords, and barons, did declare, afiert, ac- 
knowledge, manifeft, and will, that, when he 
ihould happen, at the pleafure of Almighty 
<5od, to depart froiti this life, the lord John, his 
•firft-begotten foii> earl of Carrie, and fteward of 

N 2 Scot- 
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A.D. 1371. Scotland, {hall, and ought to be his true and 
lawful heir ; and that, after his death, the laid 
lord John fliall fucceed to him by the provi- 
dence of God, and ihall fit, and ought to fit^ 
upon the throne of this kingdom. Which de» 
claration being fo emitted by our fovereign lord 
the king himfelf, concerning his faid eldeft 
fon and heir, every one of the faid prelates^ 
earls, lords, barons, and others prefent, with a 
full voice, one by one for himfelf, his heira^ 
and fucceffors, did affert, affirm, acknowledge, 
cieclare, and will, that the faid lord John, after 
the death of his faid father, fliall, by the grace 
of God, if alive at this time, be king of Scot* . 
land, as lawful heir of his faid father; promifing 
each of them honajide^ and having their hands 
lifted up to heaven, in token of their finceritjr, 
that they fliall hold and efteem him as their 
king ; and that they fliall aflift and defend him 
againft all mortals/' 
mndcrtakci F^om this a£t of recognition, nothing can be 
to pay Da- morc plain than that the whole aflembly, as 

vid s ran- * ^ ' 

iwn. well as Robert himfelf, were fully fenfible of 

the legitimacy of his fon John, which has afford- 
ed fuch matter for antiquaries and critics, and 
"which, in order to keep the narrative unmixed 
and regular, I fliall treat of before I take my 
leave of this reign. It is remarkable that, at 
the time this aft paffed, Euphane, fecond wife 
to Robert the fecond, and mother-in-law to his 
eldeft fon John, was alive j and it is next to in* 

credible. 
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ttedible,. that flie would have been filent oh a. d. 1371, 
fucli an occafion, (as fhe had male-iffue . of her 
own) had the legitimacy of John been queftion- 
able.. From this unanimous aft of recognition, 
we have the ftrongeft reafon to believe, that 
Robert was beloved and refpecled by his peoplq 
at the time of his acceffion ; but a truce of four- 
teen years being then concluded, he could not 
avail himfelf of their difpofitions to recover 
from the Englilh Berwic and Roxburgh, and 
other places on the borders. The nation wa^ 
ftill indebted to Edward for fifty-fix thoufand 
pounds, which Robert^undertook to pay at the 
rate of four thoufand marks every Midfummer- 
day, till the whole was difcharged. 

Robert hoping that, by thofe precautions, he 
had fecured the peace of his country with Eng- 
land, threw his eyes towards France. I have 
already hinted that a coldnefs, for fome years 
before David's death, had fubfifl:ed between the 
two nations on account, chiefly, of David's un- 
fteadinefs, and his connexions with Edward. 
The Scots, in general, were well afFefted to a 
French alliance, atid never had been fatisfied 
with David's conduft on that head, or rather 
many of them were at this time tired with th^ 
truce, and ripe for a breach with England. Ro- 
bert nominated the bifhop of Glafgow, Sir 
Archibald Douglas, Sir James Douglas, and Mr. 
Adam Tynyngham, or Cunningham, as his pic* 
uipotentiaries, to treat with Charles the fifth^ 

fur- 
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A.D.1371. furnamed the Wife, md their commiffion is 
dated at Scoon, the laft of March 137U The 
occafion^ through the fituation of affairs^ was 
very tempting to both parties. Charles^ by 
prudence and perfeverance, had brought the af* 
fairs of England in France very low. The 
Black Prince had been ungratefully treated by 
Don Pedro the Cruel, whom he had replaced on 
the throne of Spain, and for whom he had facri* 
ficed the remains of his vigour and conftitu* 
tion ; fo that Charles only waited for an op* 
portunity to drive the Englifh wholly out of 
France, and none fo fair could be prefented zi 
a clofe alliance with Scotland. He had (ac- 
cording to Sir James Balfour) inftituted a guard 
(if it was not a revival of the old inftitution) 
of a hundred Scotch archers, who were to watch 
over his perfonal fafety night and day ; and the 
reception he gave the plenipotentiaries was cor- 
dial and magnificent. We are told that, after 
fome conferences, the following terms were 
agreed to between them and the king of 

Treaty with FraUCC. 
France. 

« That the faid king fliould require the king 
of Scotland and his fubjefts to maintain their 
alliances with the king and kingdom of Francci 
in whofe prejudice the truces with England had 
been made : That thefe truces being of them^ 
felves null and void, fliould be declared to be 
fuch by the pope, who alfo, for the fame reafon, 
fliould difpenfe with the oaths taken by the 

king 
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king of Scotland, and the Scotch nation : That a. 0,1371, 
the king of Scotland ihould^ in purfuance of his 
former obligations, make war with the king 
and kingdom of England : That to enable him 
both to make war, and to pay the remainder 
due for the ranfom of king David, the king of 
France ihould pay to him a hundred thoufand 
nobles of gold : That he ihould alfo feud arms 
to Scotland for five hundred knights, and five 
himdred ferjeants: That diu^ing the fpace of 
two years, he ihould pay and entertain five hun-^ 
dred men at arms, and five hundred ferjeants, 
befides a thoufand good experienced foldiers, 
nay, and more, if there ihould be occafion for 
them : In fine, that the money deilined for thefc 
ufes, ihould be paid annually at Bruges, in the 
church of the Auguilines, Notwithilanding all 
which, fuch other fupplies as the king and king«» 
dom of France were, by former treaties, oblig- 
ed to give to the king and kingdom of Scotland, 
ihould be continued ^/' 

I am apt to think that the above heads were Honourable 
no other than the iketch of a convention, ilruck Robert?'**^ 
out by Charles the fifth and his miniilers, but 
fuch as was agreeable to the fentiments of the 
plenipotentiaries, who, however, could not 
carry it into execution. It is of importance to 
this hiilory, as it gives us a true and lively idea 



• Traitez'd'cntre le rpys dc France & d'Angl. p. 28 j. Abcr^ 
cromby. 
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A. a X371. of the connexion which the French had always 
wanted to form with the Scots. We here fee 
that the fundamental doftrine they endeavour- 
ed to inculcate was, that all truces or treaties 
concluded between Scotland and England ^were 
of themfelves void, if the French were at war 
with the Englilh. To palliate this fyftem of 
perjury, the affiftance of the pope is called in j 
a dazzling fum is offered, and liberal fupplies 
fiirniflied. It is to the honour of this anceftor 
of the Stuarts, that he fpurned at conditions fo 
repugnant to public faith and ccJmraon honcfty; 
notwithftanding the many reafons he had to 
wifli for an alliance with France. Another 

« 

Aber- treaty therefore was propofed and concludedf 
cfomby. fax' more confiftent with the honour of Scot>- 
land, and was ratified, firft by king Charley af: 
Chattel du Bois de Vincennes, the laft of June 
1 37 1, in the eighth year of his reign ; and afterr 
wards by king Robert, in the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, the twenty-eighth of October, the fame 
year 1 3 7 1 , and firft of his reign. By this treaty 
it was provided, that neither the king of Scot- 
land, nor the king of France, fliould be obliged 
to make war againft England. By another 
claufe, the difpenfation or authority, even of 
the pope, could never free either of the king^ 
or kingdoms of Scotland and France from the 
obligation they lay under to aflift one another 
as often as required, in oppofition to the king 

of 
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and kingdom of England. By a third, it was A.D.i37»i 
provided. That in cafe a competition fhould 
arife about the crown of Scotland, the king of 
France and his heirs ihall take care that no 
Engliih influence was ufed ; but that the matter 
being by the greateft and befl; part of the Scots 
nation decided conformably to the laws and 
Ikatutes of Scotland, he fhould, with all his 
power, affift and defend the perfon fo eftablilh- 
cd. Laftly, it was .agreed. That no Frenchman 
fhould ever henceforth ferve for wages, or 
otherwife, againil Scotland, nor any Scotfman 
againft France. This laft article requires to be 
explained. 

During the laft years of David the fecond, j,jj ^^ 
his connections with Edward, and his coldnefs «<>"j;«^^n« 

' with Franco . 

towards France, were fiich, that while the truces 
between England and Scotland fubfifted, the 
Scots were at libei ty to ferve for pay, either in 
the French of the Englilh armies. We find, 
for inftance, that in June 1369, Godfrey de 
Rofs and Patric Macculloch, two ' Scotch 
knights, enlifted themfelves, with forty men at 
arms, in the Englifii army. It appears likewife, 
from the Engliih hiftorians, that the Scots form- 
ed no inconfidef able part of the army that Ed- 
ward maintained in France, before this treaty 
was concluded. Barnes, in his Life of Edward 
the thirds tells a very extraordinary exploit, 
J)crformed ty a Scotch knight, when Sir Ro- 
. Vol. in. O bert 
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A. D. 1371 bertKnoUes commanded the Englifli *. Thfe 
ftoiy is curious ; but as it ferves only to ex- 
hibit a degree of valour approaching to frenzy, 
in the Scotchmen, I have thrown it into a note. 
The late treaty occalioned a recal of all the 
Scots out of the Engliih armies, and Edward 

* *' At that titne there wiKs done an extraordinary feat of 
arms by a Scotch knight, named Sir John AfTueton, being one 
of thofe men of arms of Scotland who had now entered king 
£dward*s pay. This man left liis rank with his fpear in hit 
iiand, his page riding behind him, and went toward the barrieni 
of Noyon j where he alighted, faying, ** Here, hold my horCe, 
and fdr not from hence ;^* and fo he came to the barriers. There 
were there at that time Sir John de Roye, and Sir Lancelot de 
Lorris, with ten or twelve more, who all wondered what this 
knight deGgned to do. He, for his part, being clofe at the bar> 
riers, faid unto them, ** Gentlemen, I am come hither to yifit 
you ; and becaufe I fee you will not come forth of your baniert 
to me, I will come in to you, if I may, and prove my knighthood 
againft you : win me if you can.'* And with that he leaped over 
the bars, and began to lay about him like a lion, he at them, and 
they at him } fo that he alone fought thus againft them all for 
near the fpace of an hour, and hurt ieveral of them. And all 
the while thofe of the town beheld with much delight, from 
the walls and their garret-windows, his great a6Hvity, ftrengtht 
and courage ; but they ofitred not to do him any hurt, as they 
might very eafily have done, if they had been minded to caft 
ftones or darts at him : but the French knights charged them to 
the contrary, faying, ** how they (hould let them alone to dial* 
with him." When matters had continued thus about an hour, 
the Scotch page came to the barriers with his mafter^s horfe in 
his hand, and faid in his language, " Sir, pray come away, it b 
high time for you to leave off now ; for the army is marched off 
out of fight." The knight heai'd his man, and then gave two or 
three terrible ftrokes about him to clear the way, and fo, armed 
as he was, he leaped back again over the barriers, and mounted 
his horfe, having not received any hurt; and turning to the 
Frenchmen, faid, " Adieu, Sirs, I thank you for my diverfion j** 
and with that he rode after his man upon the fpur towards the 
army." 

look* 
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looked upon it as a prelude to an invafion from a. a i37i, 
Scotland. He accordingly iflued writs for ar- 
raying the militia in the north of England ^ ; 
and it is certain, that though there was at this 
time no declared war between Robert and Ed- 
ward, yet daily hoftilities were committing be- 
tween their fubjeds. To underftand this, I am 
to inform the reader, that the marchers of both 
kingdoms afted under very little controul from 
their refpeftive fovereigns. They eftablifhed 
with one another, certain conventions, of a dif- 
ferent fpecies from the civil conftitutions of 
either country, which have been fince collec- 
ted, and go by the . name of Border Laws. A 
rooted enmity fubfifted, not only between the embroil Wai 
common people of the two kingdoms, but be- J]^ ^*«* 
tween their nobility ; and at the time I treat of, 
the families of Douglas and Piercy, whofe 
eftates and commands lay contiguous to each 
other, were at perpetual variance. It had been 
common, during a truce, for the borderers of 
both kingdoms to frequent each other's fairs j 
and a fervant of the earl of March had been Idl^ 
led in a fray at that of Roxburgh, which was 
ftill in the hands of the Englilh. Juftice for jthis 
murder was demanded of the lord Piercy, who 
flighted the complaint ; upon which the earl of 

^ The tranfa6lions between Scotland and England have been 
very inaccurately reprefented by Barnes and the antieut EagUiii; 
biftori^; wbofc mifta^es have been adopted by Carte. . 
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A.D. 1372. March, and Jiis brother the earl of Murray, a(l 
fembling their followers, entered the next fair 
that wa^ held at Roxburgh, rifled the booths, 
put to the fword all the Englifli who fell in 
their way ; and fetting the town on fire, they 
marched off with their booty. 

and a war This iufult produccd rcprifals from the Eng« 
lifh borderers, who were ordered to lay wafte the 
earl of March's lands ; but in their way thither, . 
they deftroyed thofe of Sir John Gordon, a pct- 
fon of great property in the fouth of Scotland. 
Sir JoTin, in his turn, invaded England, from 
whence he drove off a large booty of cattle, and 
many prifoners ; but in his retreat, he was at« 
tacked by a body of frefh troops under Sir John 
. . Lilburn, at a place called Caram. An obftinate 
encounter followed. The Scots were five times 
repulfed ; but, at laft, they renewed the charge 
with fuch fury, that they made Lilburn and 
his brother, with feveral gentlemen of diftinc- 
tion, and their furviving followers, prifoners. 
This defeat ferved only to widen the breach, 
and lord Piercy, with feven thoufand men, en- 
camped at Duns, a town in the fouth of Scot* 
land, but retired, probably for want of fiibfif* 
tence, cither for men or horfe ^. Perhaps an- 

* The Scotch hiilorians fometimes disfigure their narratives, by 
admitting into them popular traditions. We are told, for in- 
ftance> that while the lord Piercy lay at Dans, the Scotch pea- 
fants filled bags of dry lieather with fmall pebble ftones, which 
they rattled near the Englifh camp fo furionfly, that their horfes, 
b^in^; frightened, broke loofe and fell into the hands of the Scots, 

wbigU 
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Other reafon miglit be affigned; for we are told A.ai37s« 
•that Mufgrave, the governor of Berwic, who 
had been ordered to join Piercy with a detach- 
ment from the garrifon, was, on his march, in- 
tercepted, defeated, and taken prifoner, by Sir 
John Gordon. The border war, after this, be- 
came general on both fides ; for I perceive that 
Sir John Johnilon, and his followers on the w^ft 
borders, did as much harm to the Englifh by 
their incurfions, as ufed to attend the ravages 
committed by regular armies. 

All the dazzling glories of Edward's reign a treaty, 
began now to fade. He was himfclf under the 
influence of weak minifiers, and a rapacious 
miftrefs. His parliament was difcontented, and 
his people unruly. This difordercd ftate of af- 
fairs in thefouth obliged the Englifh marchers 
in the north to remain with a large force on the . 
defenfive ; nor do we know of any remaijcable 
hofiilities that pafled between the two nations 
in 1373. On the contrary, in February and «37i* 
May that year, negotiations were fet oa foot 
for accommodating all diJBFercnces upon the 
borders. At laft, William earl of Douglas was 
nominated head-comuiiflioner for Scotland, and 
the lord Henry Piercy for England, I do not, 
perceive that their conferences were attended . 
with any remarkable fuccefs. The hiftoriaas 

which was tlie occafion of Piercy's return. This ftary is very 
gravely and cir^umitajitially recorded by Buchaaai), i4 excellent 

of 
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A. D. 1373. of both countries agree, that,' during the rt^ 
mainder of Edward the third's reign, the b<n>- 
ders of the two kingdoms were in a ilate nei* 
ther of peace nor war. 

Difficukies Notwithllanding this, a good correfpondence 

•'^^'^^^s'^- between the two courts ftill fubfifted : for Rch 
bert was very pundual in difcharging the ai?* 
rears of his uncle's ranfom. In the acquittances 
he received, he had no other title from Edward 
than that of the moil noble and 'moft potent 
prince Robert, his dear coufin of Scotland ; and 
in time of war he was defigned his adverfary of 
Scotland. Robert complained of this difrefpeft j 
and, confidcring how very delicate the Scots 
were in the two laft reigns, and how much 
blood they had fpilt to maintain the fovereign 
title of their kings, it is not eafy to account 
how the aflfair came to be fo flightly treated in 
this reign. My opinion is, that the Scots were 
influenced to acquiefce by the example of the 
French king, to whom Edward denied that ti- 
tle, and who, notwithllanding, treated with 
his minifters. But, after all, if the renuncia- 
tiop.of Baliol was valid, Edward could not, 
confiftently with himfelf, give Robert the title 
of king ; though in the pafs which he gave to 
queen Margaret, widow to the late king, he 
calls her the queen-dowager of Scotland. Ro- 
bert's complaints continuing, he was at laft fa- 
tisfied with a written afliirance, given him by 

»y»e«. Edward, that the acquittances fliould be as va-. 

lid 
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hd as if the title of king of Scotland was in- A.D.13 

lerted. 

On the fourth of April this year, a parlia- 

A parlit 

ment met at Scone upon a very momentous mcnthe 
occafion. Robert had a numerous iffue, but ^ 
his fon and heir by his firft marriage had none, 
and WAS of a ficldy conftitution. His daughters 
had been married into feveral pov^'erful fami- 
lies, who had remote pretenfions to the crown ; 
and, upon his death, his younger fons might 
afpire to the royal dignity during the life-time 
of their elder brother. It was therefore by this 
parliament enafted, ** That the fons begotten of 
his firft and fecond wives, and their heirs, 
ihould in order fucceed to him, the faid king, 
in the kingdom and right of reigning ; that is, 
that his eldeft fon, the lord John, earl of Car- 
ric, and fteward of Scotland, procreated betwixt 
him and his firft wife, Elizabieth More, con- 
formably to the declaration made in the laft 
parliament, Ihould fucceed to him ; and failing 
him and the heirs of his body (which God for- 
bid) the lord Robert earl of Fife and Menteith, 

fecond fon of the faid lord the king by his faid 

It 

firft wife ; and the faid lord Robert and his 
heirs alfo failing, Alexander lord of Badenoch 
(afterwards earl of Buchan) the third fon of the 
faid lord the king by the fame wife ; and the 
faid lord Alexander and his heirs failing alfo, 
the lord David earl of Strathern, fon of the 
(aid lord the king, begotten of his fecond wife, 

Eu- 
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A.D.t373. Euphame Rofs; and the faid lord David abd 
his heirs in like manner perchance failings Wml« 
ter, fon of the faid lord ihc king, brother- 
german of the faid lord David (afterwards 
earl of Athol) ; and that the forefaid five bro* 
thers, and the heirs from them defcending^ 
failing perchance in like manner, and whcrllyr 
(which God forbid) the true and lawful hein 
of tlie blood and ftock-royal from thencefbr* 
ward iliould fucceed in the kingdom and the 
right of reigning." 
The !egiti- This acl of parliament, to which the great 
w ii«r feal of Scotland, and thofe of forty-one pre- 
wadicMtcd, lates, earls, and barons, particularly that of 
William earl of Douglas, are appended, is ^ 
frefh and moft iignal refutation of Buchanan's 
calumnious alTertion, who fays, that king R6<» 
bert, in the tliird year of his reign, married 
Elizabeth More, who had been his concubine^ 
legitimated her children, advanced them to 
honours and riches, and obtained an ad of par* 
liament, by which they were preferred, in the 
order of fucccffion, to the children of queea 
Euphame. After an affertion fo falfe in fad, 
and contradicted by fo many authentic records^ 
the candid reader cannot be afloniflxed at the 
many harfh charges which have been brought 
againft Buchanan's veracity in fo capital a point 
as that of baftardizing all the royal line of Scot- 
land, from which his.prefcnt majefty derives 
his title to the crown of Great Britain. IlhaH 

add^ 
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add, AOW that I aim upon this ffabjedt, that in A.p. 13^. 
the year i(J^5, the giieateft antiquaries * of Eu- 
rope, aft^ infpedUon and examination^ ad^ 
mitted the authenticity of a charter which ii 
depoiited in the Scotch college at Paris, and . 
was publifhed by its principal, Lewis Innes^ 
By this charter, which is dated 1364, Robert, 
who was ^n fteward of Scotland and earl of 
Strathern, endows a ehapel which he liad ered^ • 
ed in conlideration of the diipeniatxon granted 
him by die pope (dudum) for marrying long 
ago his deceafed wife, Elizabeth More, not- 

m 

withfianding the conifangiiinity between them 
and thefeal of hisddeft fon, John Stuart, lord 
of £yle, is appended to the fame. The wit« 
nefles are the abbot of Kylwynnyne, and the 
lord John, brother to the high-fteward, with 
many others. Can it be fuppofed, that Ro- 
bert's own brother would have witneffed this 
deed, had there been the leaft queilion as to 
the legality of the msuriage -f ? But indeed the 

* Renaudoty hiftQrio^pher to the French king ; fealuze, the 
royal profefTor of the canon-law at Paria, and keeper of the Col- 
bertine library^ wkh MablUon and Ruinarti Benedictines ia 
France i t)r, Brady and bilhop Nicboliipn^ i;i England i and the 
very learned Kuddiman in Scotland. 

f I have noty upon the naoH: accurate fearch^ difcovered the 
confanguinity between Kobert and Elizabeth More> mentioned ia 
this charter. Mr. Ruddiman, in his preface to Auderfqn's Se- 
le^his, thinks^ tliat John^ and fome of his brothersi and iiilers, 
might liave been born before marriage ; but after the marriage 
was celebrated thefe children becam6 legitimate by the canon- 
law, which at that time prevailed all over Europe, excepting 
England^ and does at this day in Scotland. I am not clear upon 
the hea4- Iti« certain* thatFordun, or his continuator, gives 

Vol. JU. P couutex 
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A.P* 1373. proofs of John's legitimacy are fo various, that 
it would be tirefome to the reader, fliould We 
multiply them in this place. I ihall only add, 
that the calumfiy feems to have taken rife, as 
we ihall fee hereafter, from the pretenlions of 
the fons of the fecond marriage, who wanted 
to baftardize the progeny of the firft ; and thit 
Robert certainly had natural children by a lady 
of the natme of Moran, who was married 'to a 
gentleman named Giffard, and is therefore ei* 
ther inadvertently or defignedly confounded 
with his wife Elizabeth. 
schifm ui The fettlement of the fucceffion, in the fo- 
tbe ehurch, i^^^ manner it was performed at Scone, con- 
folidated the internal interefl of Scotland, which 
feems to have enjoyed a profound peace for 
fome years. The death of the Black Prince, 
and that of his father, which happened in 1 377, 



,»377- 



countenance to Buchanan's calumny^ but it is flatly contradicted 
by the chaiters I have mdntloned.' Wliether John was bom be- 
fore or after the maniage of his father with Elizabeth More» is 
entirely immaterial j becaufe there can be no queftion as to his' 
legitimacy. 

Before I leave this fubjeft, I cannot help taking notice of a 
veiy remarkable faft. There is extant among the records of 
Scotland, and printed in the continuation of Fordun, a charter 
granted by king David, concerning the efFe6ls of bifhops who 
die inteftate j and to this charter our Robertas eldeft fon, John» 
who is there ililed earl of Carrie, is witnefs. Had this chaiter 
been dated, it might have gone far towards afcertaining whether 
John was or was not born before the year 1335 or 36, which is 
the lateft date the belt antiquaries have afligned to Robert's mar- 
riage with Elizabeth More ; but it is pretty lingular, that this 
date, together with fome of the other witnefles' names, are torn 
off from the charter. 

joined 
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joyied to the afcendenqr which Charles the fifth a.d. 1377, 
of France had now obtained in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, undoubtedly contributed to this tranqui- 
lity. The fchifm which happened between pope 
Urban the fixth and Clement the feventh,and 
which continued for fo many years, very pof- 
fibly conduced to the fame end ; for while it 
ingroffed the attention and employed the arms 
of all the powers of Europe, the Scots, . though , 

they fided with the French in recognizing 
Clement, took little or no concern in the quar- 
rel. Upon the whole, I cannot, during the 
above-mentioned period, difcover any civil 
tranfaftion in Scotland that deferves to be re- 
corded in a general hiftory. 
^ The acceifion of Richard the fecond (who 
was but a boy) to the crown of England, en- 
couraged the French king to form a plan of 
operations which might render it of advantage 
to his dominions; and this he could execute 
only by bringing the Scots into his meafures, 
which were far from being difagreeable to. their 
great men, Hoftilities were again renewed 
upon the borders between the two nations. 
The fair of Roxburgh was once more the fcene 
of action, and the town was again burnt down 
by the Scots. The lord Piercy, who was now 
earl of Northumberland, refolved to take a 
fignal revenge ; and he ravaged the Scotch 
borders, particularly the earl of March's eftate, 
for three days, at the head of ten thoufand 

P 2 men. 
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A. D. 1377. men. I have already hinted, that 

upon the borders did not imply any between 
the two courts. Commiflions were ifliied, 0119 
in September 1377, and another in January 
following, for compromifing matters ; but in- 
deed the calm that had pevailed for fome time 
was productive of a very, extraordinary effed; 
The borderers not tafUng, as ufual, the fweets 
of Engliih plunder, had formed themfelves into 
bands of banditti, independent of all controul^, 
even that of the lords marchers. They became,: 
at laft fo powerful, that they refolved to brea]|( ■ 
the truce which was then fubfifting, by taking 
the caftle of Berwic, which they aftually fur* 
Bcrwic prifed in the night-time, about the end of No* 
Sl?*siro?s ^^ vember, under the command of one Ram£iy| 
and put all who fell in their way, particularly 
Sir Robert Boynton, the governor, to the 
fword. As plunder was their chief object, they 
granted his wife, his children, and fome of fiis • 
friends, their liberty, upon their engaging to 
pay two thoufand marks fterling, or to furreut . 
der themfelves prilbners in the caftle within 
three weeks. 
. . As the French king had two ambaffadors- 

««kca- at this time, in Scotland, I ana inclined to 
think that they knew of this exploit. The earl 
of Northumberland, who was then under a 
cloud at the court of England, fent a meffen* 
ger to the earl of March, demanding to know 
whether he wa? privy to the attempt. His 

snfwer 
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anfwer wis, he wa&fo far from knowing any a.d. 1377^ 
tjiipg of the matter, that he wad ready to join 
the earl of Northumberland to retake the csUUe. 
By this time, the Engliih army had befieged it, 
and had fummoned, ih the king of England's 
name, thofe within to furrender. The anfi^er 
•was, that they would neither give it uj) to the 
Ifing of England nor Scotland, but that they 
would defend it foi; the ufe of the king of 
France, with whom no truce with England fub« 
fiiled According to the beft authority, the 
befieged were no more than forty-eight perfons, 
and the befiegers amounted to near ten thou* 
&nd, under the command of the earls of Nof«^ 
thumberland and Nottingham ; the lords Nevil^ 
Lacy, Stafford, and others. For eight days 
the caftle was bravely defended, but on the 
ointh it was taken by ilorm, and all the garri- 
ion, excepting Ramfay their leader, who was 
&ved for the information he could give of his 
^complices, were put to the fword ^. The 
£ngliih, however, not fatisfied with taking 
this in;iportant place, invaded Scotland. It is 
probable, that- this invafion was occafipned by 
^n attempt which the earl of Douglas made to 
throw himfelf and five hundred men into the 
(aftle of Berwic to defend it, and to £ave Ram- 
(ay, whom Buc:hanan calls his friend ; but find- 

• The Scotch writers are very inaccurate in their accounts of 
tiie retaking Berwic-caftle ^ and therefore I have chiefly followed 
tbp Sn|;li4> in i^y relatioQ. ^ 

ing 
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A. D. 1377. ing the relief of the place to be impraAieable^ 
he deiifted from his enterprize. He had, how- 
ever, taken his meafures fo well, that the £ng^ 
lifh durft not venture to advance into Scotland 
without reconnoitring the country, for fear of 
ambufhes. Sir Thomas Mufgrave was employr 
ed in this fervice ; but he fell in with a party 
of the Scots, and fix hundred of his men were 

Ti^EngKih i^iig^j Qj. made prifoners, he himfelf being taken 

at the fame time ; upon which, the earl of Nor- 
thumberland thought proper to defift from 
his expedition. Upon the whole, I believe 
that Robert was entirely innocent as to this 
flagrant breach of the truce ; but that it w^s at 
leaft encouraged by the earl of Douglas, and 
that the Englifh were of that opinion, is un- 
doubted. 
i»pioitaof While thofe hoftilities were committing at 
fcifei^*^^^ land, an unufual fcene happened by fea, in the 
year 1378. A Scotchman, one Mercer, an able 
feaman, who had made a large fortune by his 
depredations upon the Englifli, had been taken 
into the particular confidence of the French 
king; but had the misfortune to be made pri- 
foner by the inhabitants of Northumberland, 
and committed to the caftle of Scarborough. 
He had, by arts not uncommon to people of his 
profcOlrjn m thofe days, concealed his riches, 
and the credit he had at the French court; but 
his fon Jobrj Mercer, who equalled his father ia 
capacity, attacked Scarborough with a fquadron 

of 
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of Ihips manned by Scots, French, and fame a,d,i37S* 
Spaniards, and had carried off from its harbour 
many veffels, and a good number of prifoners. 
In the mean time, the- elder Mercer feems to 
have obtained his liberty by teing exchanged 
with other prifoners of an inferior value : this 
the Englilh hiftorian Walfingham laments, as a 
great misfortune to England, which might have 
been enriched by the ranfom he was capable of 
paying. The younger Mercer after this fcour- 
ed the feas, and took under his cofnvoy fifteen 
rich Spanilh fhips, PhOpot, an alderman of 
London, a man of great courage and fpirit, and 
a very confiderable leader in parliament, per- 
ceiving that the Englifh government, at the 
head of which the duke of Lancafter was, made 
no preparations againft Metcer, fitted out a very 
confiderable fleet at his pwn expence, and took 
the Spaniflx fliips, for which he was afterwards 
reprimanded by the council of England, for 
having afled as a pirate, and without authority. 
We are told that Phiipot had on board a thou-* 
fand land troops ; and that, making young Mer- 
cer a prifoner, he brought back his fleet in 
triumph to London. 

Notwithftanding this advantage obtained by a new 
the Englifli, their government perfuaded young poied, 
Richard to nominate commiflioners for conclud- 
ing a final peace with Scotland on the twenty- 
fecond of Oftober ; but their meeting was pre- 
vented by the taking of Berwic, which I have 

already 
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M.V.1Z79. already mentioned. The year 1379 is diftin^ 
guifhed by a Hioft dreadful plague, which had 
been imported from foreign parts to England^ 
and almoft depopulated the northern parts of 
that kingdom. Wallingham:, and I have little 
or nothing to offer againft his relation, &ys that 
this calamity encouraged the Scots to invade 
. England with inexpreffible fiiry. He repre- 
fents their barbarities as being inhuman to the 
laft degree, by cutting off* the heads of the de« ' 
fencelefs inhabitants, burning their villages^ 
and driving off their cattle, even to their iwine, 
a fpecies of animals towards which the Scots^ 
in general, had a remarkable avorfion. Left 
they ihould partake of the infe6tion, d^ey were 
furniihed with the uncouth prayer which the 

Thftwar reader will find in the notes *. The fituation 
of England was fuch, at this time, that no at* 
tempt was made by her government to revenge 
thofe barbarities, which I am apt to think have 
been not only exaggerated, but milreprefented^ 
by Walfingham the hiftorian, a bitter enemy to 
the Scots. Perhaps fome of the banditti might 
be guilty of great enormities ; but it is impof* 
fible, if the whole of Walfingham's relation had 
been true, that complaints would not have been 
preferred at the Englilh court againft them, as 
a truce was then fubfifting between the two na- 



csAUnucf. 
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* "God and Saint Mungo, Saint Romayn, and Saint Andrew^ 
fchield us this day fro Goddis grace, and the foide deatk that 
Engliflimendecn upon/^ 

tions. 
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tions. This was far from being the cafe, and a. 0.1389. 
the council of England, in March 1380, ordered 
all their king's fubjeds in the north religioufly 
to obferve the truce. It is true, the Engliih 
were then 'engaged in a not very profperous war Rynw, wi. 
with France ; but that, as we have often feen, 246.' ^' *^^' 
had been the cafe before, without remitting any 
of their preparations againft the Scots. Nay, 
their kings aild they had met with the greateft 
overthrows, and feveral difafters, while the 
Engliih were more deeply engaged with France 
than they were at this period. 

The earl of Northumberland, and the other 
lords marchers of England^ had undoubtedly 
their reafons im* making great preparations at 
this time againft the Scots; and Waliing- 
ham feems to have copied his relation from 
the reprefentations of their barbarities, which 
thofe lords fent to the court of England. The 
chief advantage, perhaps, which the Scots at 
this, and indeed any other, time, received by 
their alliance with France, which was then inti- 
mately connefted with the cro vn of Spain, con- 
fifted in the extenfion of their commerce, which, 
even after Mercer was defeated and taken, con- \^J^^ *^ 
tinned to be fo brifk and flourifliing, that the 
^trading towns in the north of England, parti- 
cularly Newcaftle and Hull, fitted out privateers 
to interrupt it, and aftually took a Scotch fliip, 
valued at the immenfe fum (for thofe days) of 
ievcn thoufand pounds fterling. This capture 

VoL.IIL (^ was 
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A.D. X380. was unjuftifiable upon every principle of publie 
faith ; and indeed the Englifh feem to have 
confidered it as fuch. As no law exifted for 
fettling the dividends of a prize made in time 
of peace, the earl of Northumberland, and the 
other lords marchers, the moment the booty 
was brought on fliore, claimed the whole, or a 
part of it, to which they unqucftionably had 
as good a right as the captors. Even the latter 
could not agree among themfclvcs, about their 
ihares in this lawlefs booty ; and a fcene of 
contention among the feveral parties enfued, 
which gave the Scots leifure to affemble to the 
number of twenty thoufand men, under the 
carl of Douglas, to revenge the infult. 

The government of England condemned the 
proceedings of their northern fubjefts, and had 
fent repeated orders to the earl of Northumber- 
land, the baron of Greyftock, and other lords 
of thofe parts, not to provoke the Scots, but to 
obfcrve the truce. Thofe orders were fo ill 
obeyed, that the earl of Douglas was under a 
kind of neceflity to make reprifals. He made 
an irruption, at the head of his army, into Nor- 
thumberland and Cumberland, where towns 
and villages were burnt down ; the country was 
plundered, and no fewer than forty thoufand 
head of cattle were fent into Scotland. Thofe 
ravages were carried on with fuch rapidity, that 
Penrith fur- Douglas found mcaus to furprize the town of 
r'M. Penrith, during its fair, one of the moft fre- 

(^uented 
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quented in the north of England. All the a.d.ijSo, 
merchandizes and eflFefts expofed to fale, became 
the prey of the Scots ; many of the traders and 
country people were killed, but more were 
carried into captivity. The earl of Northum- 
berland continued to be ftill at variance with 
the maritime towns, who refufcd him any af- 
jBftancc ; but the fufferings of the Engliih at 
laft uniting them, he found himfelf at the head 
of a numerous army, and was preparing to 
give battle to the Scots, when he received an 
order from his court, exprefsly commanding 
him to defift till the next march day, when 
matters between the two nations were to be 
amicably adjufted. The earl, powerful and tur- 
bulent as he was, did not dare to difobey. The 
order, however, beincr addreffed only to him, i^f^ Taibot 

' ^-^ ' ' taken pn- 

Talbot, who probably was another of the lords f««cf« 
marchers, and a confiderable fufFerer by the 
Scots inroads, paffed over the Solway firth to 
Scotland, where he deftroyed all the adjacent 
country With fire and fword. In the mean 
time, the Scots had returned to their own 
country by the way of Carlifle, which they had 
not ventured to attack; and they placed an 
ambufh at a moft advantageous pafs, by which 
they knew Talbot muft inarch. The ftratagem 
fucceeded, a number of Talbot's men were kil- 
led, two hundred aqd forty were made pri- 
foners, and all the booty made by the Englifli, 

C^2 many 
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many of whom were drowned iti their precipi^ 
tate retreat, was recovered. 

It is too common for national Writers to aC« 
tribute the defeats or difgraces of their country- 
men to any caufc but the true one. What they 
ought to afcribe to the fuperior Ikill and con* 
rage of an enemy, they impute to chance or the 
treachery of their own generals ; a manner of 
writing which the Engliih hiftorians have co- 
pied from the French. At the period I am now 
treating of, though there is no difference as- to 
fafts, yet the duke of Lancafler's treachery is 
affigned as the caufe of all the fucceffes of the 
one nation, and the diftreffes of the other^ 
without thofe writers confldering that the Scots 
of this period were the immediate defcendants 
of thofe who had fought the battle of Bannock* 
burn, who had filled all Europe with the fplen-^ 
dor of their aftions, after being more illuflrious 
by their defeats than other nations are by their 
Viftories. As to the duke of Lancafter, it is 
true, he had, at this time, views upon the crown 
of Gaftile ; but no hiftoriali has pointed out in 
what manner thofe views could be ferved by 
the difgraces of his nephew's arms, which 
ihuft teflecl diflionour upon himfelf, as he 
Was then at the helih of affairs in England, 
"the truth is, and it appears from unqueftion- 
able records, that the duke thought the pro- 
ceedihgs of the Englifh lords marchers to be 

' inde- 
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ittdefenfible, and that their diffenfions with a. 0.1350. 
the inhabitants of the fea-ports had greatly con- 
tributed to the fuccefs of the Scots. If we 
take fads as they arife from the Englifh narra- 
tives themfelves^ this was the fenfe of the other 
members of the council, who called* upon the 
duke to take upon himfelf the important charge, 
of making either war or peace with the Scots. 
He accepted of the commiffion, and being put. 
at the head of a very fine army, he marched, 
northward towards the end of autumn, or. 
about the beginning of winter. Before he en- 
tered upon hoftilities, he invited the Scots ^ 
to a treaty; and the following commiffioners 
were appointed on their fide : Walter bifhop 
of Glafgow, John biihop of Dunkeld, William 
earl of Douglas, George earl of March, and 
Archibald Douglas, lord of Galloway. Their 
conferences were held at Berwic the firfl: of 
November 1380, and a truce was agreed upon Concioaci 
to continue till the laft of November 1381; 
but this truce, I underftand, related only to 
the borders, there being as yet no general war, 
between the two nations. 

Walfingham, whom I have fo often men- vinaict- 
tioned to have been a foe to the Scots, difco-^ **^®." ""^ ^^ 

. pnncc* 

vers, on this occafion, an enmity to the public 
faith of nations. Forgetting that the duke 
was fent to treat, as well as to fight, with the 
Scots, he tells us, that his army was fufiicient 
to have conquered all Scotland, but that the 

falfc 
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A.D.1380. falfe and cunning Scots not only deceived but 
mocked him, that is, they agreed to treat with 
him on the principles of juftice and eqaity. 
The late treaty of truce not being definitive, it 
was agreed that, in the mean time, another 
congrefs fliould be held for finally fettling all 
matters in difpute between the two crowns.* 
It is highly to the honour of the duke of Lan- 
cafter's charafter, that, after this treaty had 
been ratified by his nephew, Richard the fe- 
cond, on the firft of December, he difmifled 
his army, for which he is abufed by Engliih 
writers, but \Vith what propriety I cannot per- 
ceive. Had he entertained the ambitious views 
he is taxed with, he would have kept himfelf 
at the head of his army, as he knew the pow- 
erful party then forming againft him in Eng- 
land ; he would even have attempted to bring. 
the Scots to affift him, by giving them a de- 
finitive treaty upon their own terms; and it 
is more than probable, that he might there- 
by have faved England from the dreadful 
calamities which flie was now beginning to 
fufier. 
The truce The duke of Lancafter was fo far from having 
prolonged, ^jjy felfifli views on this occafion, that he a£led 
with equal prudence and rectitude. In confe- 
quence of the laft treaty of Berwic, he gave, 
,58,. on the twelfth of June 1381, a meeting at Ab- 
chefter upon Ay ton to John earl of Carrie, who 
is in the record dcfigned eldeft fon of the moft 

ferene 
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ferene prince Robert, by the grace of God, king ^- ^- '3^* 
of Scotland, and other Scotch commiffioners. 
As this negociation was intended for adjufting 
the heads of a definitive treaty, it was neceffary 
to enter upon the examination of the grievances 
of both fides. The conferences on this head 
have been printed by Mr. Rymer in a moft cu- 
rious record, which plainly evinces, how well 
true policy and the laws of nations were under- 
ftood by the Scots at this time. 

According to the grand truce between Scot- 
land and England, the fubjeds of Scotland 
were to have free intercourfe and merchandize 
with the fubjefts of the king of England, as 
in time of peace, without being obliged to 
fhew letters of fafe-conduft ; and the Scots 
complained, I think (according to the Efiglifli 
authors themfelves) with great juftice, that 
this article had been often violated. -The Eng- 
lifli admitted of the ftipulation, but denied the 
charge of its having been violated. The Scots 
offered to refer thq fa(9: to an equal number of 
refpeftable noblemen, chofen from . both na- 
tions, who were upon oath, in the nature of 
a jury, to enquire into the affair, and to return 
their verdift accordingly. The Englilh ob- 
jefted to that method of proceeding, as being 
derogatory to the rights of fovereignty, and 
propofed to fubmit the matter to the decifion 
of fome foreign prince. The reply of the Scots 
.to this propofal is well worthy of being tran- 

fcribed 
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AD. T3S1. fcribcd. They pleaded, that the execution of* 
this expedient was impradicable ; that they had 
: many reafons for rejei^ing fuch an arbitration ; 
that one foreign prince could have no jurif- 
didion over the properties of another's fub- 
jeds ; and (alluding to what had happened to 
Scotland through the umpirage of Edward the 
firft) that though a powerful kingdom, like 
England, had no reafon to dread any fuch 
confequence, yet that the Scots muft be upon 
their guard againft calling in any foreign prince 
to arbitrate in their concerns, left he fbould 
bring it as a precedent of his fuperiority over 
&eir kingdom. They next exposed the Uti- 
lity of the £ngli& expedient, by fhewing it to 
be impoflibleto find a fovereign prince who 
would be agreeable to, and impartial between, 
both parties ; that, upon the whole, the prot- 
pofal was equally nugatory and dilatory; diat 
could it be put into execution, it muft be 
attended with a vaft, but needlcfs, expence; 
and that the calling in a foreign power muft 
refleft diflionour upon the underftanding of 
both nations, in a matter that might be de- 
cided upon the principles of common fenfe and 
equity. 

From this record, which is void of local 
t)r national prepoffeflions, it appears, with what 
caution we ought to read the relations of Eng- 
lifh hiftorians upon matters that relate to the 
two kingdoms. The Scots, in this. negoei« 

ation. 




O F S C O T L A N D. 121 

ation, were not only better founded, but better a.d. 1381, 
informed, than their antagonifts* A royal ar- 
bitration, as to the properties of fubjefts, was 
a ridiculous propofal. Courts of admiralty 
admit of no appeal in their laft refort, and the , 
whole tranfaftion carries on its face the ftrongeft 
evidences that the Englifli neither a<3:ed nor 
meant fair ; and that the reprizals of the Scot3» 
however fev§re, and however cenfured they 
had been by thdr enemies, were juftified by 
previous unwarrantable provocations, -Thefe 
werefuch as pleaded, ftrdngly for their not pay- 
ing to the court of England twenty-fiv^ thou- 
fand marks, which were.ftill due f6^^David's 
ranfom. In ffiort, the duke of Lancafter was 
fo much convinced of his countrymen's uhjuC* 
tifiabk conduct, that he at laft confented to 
wave all mention of the ranfom till Candleinas 
1383, by which time he was in h6pes a ge* 
neral and a definitive treaty would be con- 
cluded. But, in order to have a. clear com* 
prehenfion of the ftat€ of this negociation, I 
muft recur to that of the two kingdoms at this 
period, after informing the reader, that a far-^ 
ther conference was agreed upon to be held 
between the earl of Carrie and the duke, of 
Lancafter, on the firft of July 1383. 

The commons of England had, by this time, state of 
in a great meafure, emancipated themfelves ^^^{J^^^ 
from their feudal fubjedions ; and maiiufadures 
had obtained fuch a footing among thcEnglifli^ 

Vol. III. R that 
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A. D. 1381. that even the villains, who had hitherto been 
confidered as belonging to, or entailed upon, the 
eftates of their landlords, thought they had a 
right to their proportions of liberty and property. 
It is foreign to this hiftory to recount the feveral 
infurreftions and rebellions excited by thofe 
newly-acquired notions. It is fufficient to fay^ 
that a rebellion in England enfued, fo dan- 
gerous and univerfal, as to fhake Richard's 
throne. He was even obliged to hold parlies 
with the infurgents, who marched triumphant* 
ly to London, where they fet all prifoners at 
liberty, took the Tower, murdered the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and committed many 
other afts of unexampled violence. Their 
leader was one Tyler ; but he was faced, at the 
head of an undifciplined rabble, by Richard 
and the magiftrates of London, and put to 
death in the manner which is well known in 
hiftory* The death of the leader did not 
weaken the rebels, for the king w^ obliged 
to give them their pardon j and the duke of 
Lancafter, who was then treating with the 
Scots, was by them confidered as their capital 
enemy. I fliall not deny, that this ftatc of af- 
fairs in England influenced the duke's modera- 
tion in his treating with the Scots ; but that 
confideration is far from affefting the merits 
of the differences, as I have ftated them, be* 
tween the two nations. The earl of Northum- 
berland^ who, till the time of the laft meeting 

at 
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at Abchefter, had been the duke's firm friend, a.d.isSx* 
then declared againft him ; but without giving 
any other reafon, than that he had been a great 
fufferer by the incurfions of the Scots, and 
that he was then precluded from all reparation, 
Knighton, who lived at the time, fays, that 
during the conferences between the duke and 
the earl of Carrie, the former carefully con- 
cealed from the Scots all intelligence of the 
infurreftion in England, fearing that, had they 
known of it, they would have rifen in their 
demands. This honeft caution did not prs- 
vent the duke from fufFering the moft bitter 
mortifications from his enemies ; and, after 
the conferences with the earl of Carrie were 
over, he requefted of him and the other com- 
miflioners their good offices with Robert for an 
afylum in Scotland againft his enemies 5 which 
was readily complied with. 

Walfingham fays, but without the leaft au- t le duk« 
thority, that the duke of Lancafter, at this ^l^T'.tll 
time, gave up to the Scots many lands which ^ ^^^^^^^» 
they had not before. This was far from being 
the cafe -, and the whole of the duke's conduft, 
on this occafion, was that of a dutiful fubjeS:, 
and a good patriot. The Scots themfelves 
were, at this time, afflicted with a fevere pefti- 
lence, which they had introduced into their 
country from Penrith, at the time of their laft 
irruption. Their authors have faid, that this 
calamity fwept av/ay no fewer than one-third 
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A. D. 138 J. of their nation; fo that the Scots, as well as, 
their enemies, had their reafons for agreeingto 
the treaty of truce. 

Every day bringing; frefh accounts of the 
progrefs of the Englifh infurreclion, of the 
ruin of the duke's eftate, houfes, and furniture, 
near London, he refolved to embrace the afylum 
that had been granted him in Scotland. It is 
faid, with great probability, by Scotch authors, 
that the earl of Douglas, and the other great 
noblemen there, knew all along of the infur- 
' reftion that was raging in England, notwith-? 
ftanding all the pains the duke of Lancafter 
took to conceal it; and that before the truc^ 
was concluded, the duke was oflFered twenty 
thoufand men to proted him againft his ene- 
mies, provided he would head them in perfon j 
but he declined it, though his provocations 
were, at that time, very ftrong. The earl of 
Northumberland had denied him the liberty to 
pafs through his eftates to his own caftle of 
Bamborough, and the officers whom he had 
cntrufted with the care of hi§ other caftles oa 
the Trent, had refufed admittance to his du- 
chefs, who had been obliged ^to travel twenty 
miles by night to Knarelborough. Even thofe 
infults, grofs as they were, did not fliake the 
patriotifm of the duke, who met with a moft 
friendly reception at Edinburgh, where he re- 
ceived the news of a revolution at the Engliil^ 
court in his favour, and that the rebels had 

been 
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been totally fubduedj upon which he fet out a.d.xs?i. 
for England, after receiving a moft aflFec- 
tionate invitation from Richard's own hand. 
Though he met with fome impediment in his 
journey from the earl of Northumberland, yet 
he arrived fafe at court, where the firft thing 
he did was to charge that earl with rebellious 
and feditious praftices. Northumberland was 
ordered to put in his anfwer ; but it confifted 
only of fo difrefpedful a behaviour, that he 
was committed to prifon till he was bailed out 
by the earls of Warwic and Suffolk, This in- 
cident, diftant as it feems to the purpofe of 
this hiftory, affords a prefumption, that the 
earl had no material charge againfl the duke 
on account of his tranfadions with the Scots. 
They were fo fatisfaclory to Richard and his 
council, that they were not only ratified, but 
fpecial orders were iffued, that the Scots fliould 
receive no moleflation in their trade ; a proof 
that the Englifh thought the objections urged 
by the Scots at Abchefler to be well founded. 
At the fame time, the Scotch fludents at Ox- 
ford were ordered to be tolerated, though 
they adhered to the anti-pope in oppofition to 
Urban, whofe caufe had been efpoufed by Eng- 
land. 

. The year 1382 affords fpw or no tranfaftions ^ ^ 
of any importance in Scotland. All we know 
is, that the truce which had been concluded 
yras difagreeable to the, borderers on both fides ; 

that 
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A.D. 1381. that the Scots affaulted and did fome damage 

The truce O 

ill obfervcd. to thc caftlc of Wark ; and that Robert, fore- 
feeing a war might break out, fent commif- 
fioners to France to renew the ancient confedc- 

Mss. racies between the two nations, Balfour fays, 
that this year John Lyon, lord Glamis and 
chancellbr of Scotland, and fon-in-law to the 
king, was killed by James earl of Crawford ; 
and that the noble knight Sir Alexander 
Xindfay died on his pilgrimage to Jerufalem. 

,jgj^ In July 1383, in confequence of what had 

been agreed on at Abchefter, another meeting 
was held between the duke of Lancafter and 
the earl of Carrie, but with very little eflFeft. 
No definitive treaty was agreed upon. Robert 
was to fend in Auguft his refolution on that 
head to Richard ; and the king of England was 
to give intimation to the court of Scotland, " 
about Chriflmas, of the time he was to hold 
his parliament, that Scotch deputies (if they 
pleafed) might there treat of a general peace. 
I am not here to diffemble, that the truce had, 
in the intermediate time, been very ill obferved 
by the Scots; and that the earl of Carrie had 
fo little to fay in their behalf, that he agreed 
they fliould make good, upon proper furveys 
and eftimates being drawn out, all the damages 
they had done to the caftlc of Wark, and other 
places in England, during the truce. The truth 
is, Robert, even at the time of this interview, 
feems to have been refolved on a rupture with 

England^ 
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England, being probably encouraged by the de- a.d. ijsi, 
dining ftate of the Englifli government; for 
when the duke preffed the earl of Carrie to 
proceed to the definitive treaty, which was the 
intention of their meeting, the latter fairly 
owned that he had no inftruclions from his fa- 
ther on that head. Charles the fifth of France 
was then dead. Towards the end of his reign, 
he had concluded a treaty offenfive and defen- 
five with the Scots ; but it never had been fign- 
ed nor ratified. His fon and fucceffor, Charles 
the fixth, who was then a youth of moft promif- 
ing fpirit and appearance, had been impreffed with 
fuch high notions of the Scots, who had obtain- 
ed, fince the acceflion of Robert, fo many advan- 
tages over the Englifh, that his courtiers had 
perfuaded him the latter could not fight fo well 
in their own ifland as they did in France. 

The bifliop of Glafgow was the Scotch pleni- The Scoti 
potentiary on this occafion, and Charles Ihewed [o^^a^^ 
himfelf very ready to carry into execution the wi^^^""<*- 
treaty which had been drawn up in his father's 
life-time. By that he obliged himfelf, as foon 
as an open war fhould break out between Scot- 
land and England, to fend to Scotland, and to 
entertain at his own charges, one thoufand 
good men at arms, knights and efquires, and . 
likewife a thoufand ftands of arms for the ufe 
of as many Scotch gentlemen, with forty thou- 
fand franks of gold, to be diftributed by three 
Scotch and three French knights ; but for what 

pur- 
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A.D. 1383. purpofe is not expreffed, though they may 
be eafily conjeftured. The treaty being ratified 
by Charles, was fent with a folemn confirmation 
of the ancient leagues between the two king« 
doms to Robert, who ratified it on the twentieth 
of Auguft. This tranfaclion feems to have been 
for fome time a fecret to Richard, for we know 
of no preparations he made againft it. He 
had indeed demanded the twenty-four thoufand 
marks, the arrears of David's ranfom money ; 
but he fufFered the truce to elapfe, and the 
Scots, who had made difpofitions accordingly, 
renewed hoftilities. Without being a profefied 
advocate for the reftitude of all the Scotch mea- 
fures at this time, I can find no reafon to con* 
demn them. If the Englifli were the original 
infractors of the peace; if they were the firft ag« 
greffors ; and if the Scots had fuffered by their 
injuftice, without receiving any adequate repa- 
ration, (which undoubtedly was the cafe) Robert 
is not to be blamed for taking the firft opportu- 
nity, upon the expiration of the truce, for de- 
manding it by arms. It is true, many hoftilities 
had paffed during the truce ; but it ftill fubfifted 
between the two crowns, and they were to be con- 
fidered as the lawlefs afts of individuals. Hav- 
ing faid thus much, I am far from denying that 
the Scots took advantage of the jun6hire, and 
that they would have afted otherwife, had the 
fituation of their affairs been lefs favourable. 
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\ In the beginning of the year 1384, the Eng- a. a 1384. 
li were fully convinced that the Scots intend- Lwcd bci*" 
\ rupture, by their not having fent their de- sTotTalf/ 
^ to treat of a peace in parliament. The ^^s^i^. 
\){ Lancafter, who was then on the bor- 
\as the firft to apprize his nephew of his 
^ ^ .r ; and money was fent to the duke to 

.dife men for chaftifing the Scots. We are told 
that the Scots, hearing of the duke's prepara- 
tions, adhially 3id fend deputies to London ; 
but that they were not admitted to an audience, 
on account of the treaty they had concluded 
with France, and the mean manner (as the 
Englifli call it) in which they had deceived the 
nation. In this account there is nothing im- 
probable. The duke of Lancafter, who was at 
this time his nephew's favourite, had always 
declared himfelf againft a war with France and 
Scotland at the fame time j and the Scots, out 
of regard to him, might readily agree to fuch 
a ftep. In the fpring the earls of Douglas and 
March took the caftle of Lochmaben, and inter- 
cepted a rich convoy which the Engliih were 
fending to Roxburgh. After this they burnt 
the caftle of Wark to the ground, and commit- 
ted fuch ravages in the north of England, that 
feveral of the chief land-holders there repaired 
to court, and offered to refign their eftates to 
Richard, becaufe they were not able to defend 
them againil the Scots. The duke of Lancafter, 
who was now at the head of an army, could no 
Vol. Ill* S longer 
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A.D. 13S4. longer forbear hoftilitles; but while he was prc« 
paring to enter Scotland, the two earls and 
their followers took fuch meafures, that the in- 
habitants removed their perfons and effeds out 
of danger. 

The earl of Buckingham is faid to have fcrv- 
ed under his brother the duke of Lancafter in 
this expedition, which was equally uncomfort- 
able and ineffeclual. The Engliih had no 
provifions on the road, but what they carried 
with them. They found not only the country, 
but Edinburgh itfclf, void of inhabitants, who 
had retired crofs the Forth with their eSeSs; 
and the duke, out of gratitude for paft favours, 
rcfulbd to take the unmanly revenge of redu- 
cing to aflies a town where he had of late been fo 
hofpitably entertained. The reader is not to ima- 
gine, that Edinburgh was then, as now, the ca« 
f '^llJd^b*'* pital of Scotland. It was diftinguiihed only by 
the duke of its caftle on the weft, and a fine abbey on the 

Laocafter. 

eaft, the intermediate fpace being filled 



wretched houfes, for the conveniency of the 
inhabitants taking refuge in the caftle in times 
of danger : nor do I perceive that that fort had 
been taken by the duke in this expedition ; fo 
that the charge brought by Engliih authors 
againft the duke for not burning Edinburgh to 
the ground, is weak and frivolous. We may 
cafily fuppofe, that every thing of value had 
been removed out of the abbey, and his laying 
it in aflies would have been deemed only an aft 

of 
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of wanton, unavailing, facrilege. The duke a.d.i3«^ 
marched no farther than Edinburgh; but we 
arc told that, in his return to Berwic, he was 
£kirted by flying parties of the Scots, and that 
when he muficred his army he found its nuin* 
bers confiderably reduced. The duke's ene^ 
mies did not fail to take advantage of his leni* 
ty, by mifireprefenting his conducl to his ne- 
phew; upon whofe weak mind their charges 
made a coniiderable impreilion: fo that the duke 
was obliged to retire to his caftle of Pomfret^ 
which he ftrongly fortified. Being afterwards 
reconciled to Richard, he and the earl of Buck- 
ingham were fent as plenipotentiaries to treat 
with thofe of France, the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy. The demands of the French were 
fo high, that a truce could only be obtained to 
the fii-ft of May 1 385, in which it was provided 
that Robert king of Scotland might be compre- 
hended, if he pleafed. 
I am uncertain as to the precife time when ^ "^'^ 

* treaty. 

the French auxiliaries landed in Scotland. For- 
dun, who carries his hiftory no farther than 
that year, fixes their arrival to the year 1385 ; 
but I find that fome of them had landed the 
preceding year. Be that as it will, Robert, pre- 
tending that the truce between the Englifli and 
French plenipotentiaries had not been properly 
fignified to him, gave no orders for a cefl'ation 
of hoftUities ; and the earls of Northumberland 
and Nottingham entered Scotland with ten 

S 2 thouiand 



131 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A. D. 1384. thoufand horfe, and fix thoufand archers, but 
retired after ravaging fome part of the fouth. 
The Scots took a fevere revenge for this incur- 
fion, for they laid England wafte to the gates of 
Newcaftle, with fifteen thoufand horfe, (if there 
is not a miftake in the figures) confifting, as we 
are told, of the Lindfays, Douglas's, and Dun- 
bars. Soon after this, the truce was accepted 
of, at a place called Ayton, by cardinal Ward- 
law, bifliop of Glafgow, and the bifhop of Dun- 
keld, who were Robert's plenipotentiaries. 

A feeming reconciliation had been patched 
up between the duke of Lancafter, chief warden 
of the northern marches, and the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, who acled as his deputy, and as 
lord- lieutenant of Northumberland, Cumber- 
land, and Weftmoreland. As fuch, he had en- 
gaged to keep the field againfl; the Scots from 
the firft of May to the eleventh of June this 
year ; for which fervice he was to receive four 
thoufand pounds, but with an exprefs provifo, 
that he lliould have a ftricl eye over the town 
of Berwic, and the caflle of Carlifle. This agree- 
ment was ratified by Richard on the fixteenth 
of May. Notwithftanding all thofe precautions, 
it is certain that, foon after this agreement was 
Bfnvic made, the town of Berwic fell into the hands 
rc-ukcn. of tlie Scots, as the Englifli fay, by their bribing 
the deputy-governor ; nor have I any evidence 
to contradict it. This lofs was reprefented at 
the court of England, by the duke of Lancafter, 
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in a light fo unfavourable for the earl of Nor- a. a 1384, 
thumberland, that, though abfent, he was im- 
peached, and condemned for treafon ; but the 
execution of the fentence was remitted by 
Richard. His trial and condemnation undoubt- 
edly was premature ; for, without appearing in 
court, he kept the field, and made difpofitions 
for retaking Berwic. As that town had fallen 
into the hands of the Scots fince the conclufion 
of the late truce, the earl thought himfelf at li- 
berty to recover it; and without farther conful- 
tation he raifed a confiderable army, formed a 
regular fiege, and drew out his artillery. The 
invention of guns was then new to the Scots, 
and, perhaps, the earl's engineers were not very 
expert. Add to this, that it was then the middle 
of winter ; fo that the fiege, if it fliould con- 
tinue to any length, muft be attended with a 
confiderable expence, both in men and money. 
All that the earl aimed at, was to clear his ho- 
nour, by retaking the place; and he offered two 
thoufand marks to the captors, if they would 
furrender it. They accepted of the terms, and 
Berwic again returned to the poffeflion of the 
Englifh. 

This tranfaclion is a frelh proof of the irre- Thetmce 
gularity of thofe borderers. They had taken a p'^^^"**^- 
town without any authority, during a truce ; 
and they fold it upon the fame mercenary prin- 
ciples. Though the earl of Northumberland 
was a declared enemy to the Scots, yet the en- 
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A.D. 1385. mity borne him by the duke of Lancafter render* 
Rymer, td him moderate. Having obtained his pardoiiy 
he entered into a negotiadon with Douglas lord 
of Gallov^ay, and they met at a place called 
Salom, on the river of Efk, in March 1385, 
where the truce was prolonged to the thir- 
teenth of July 1386; but in the intermediate 
time, they agreed to prepare matters for remov- 
ing all border differences. The reader is not to 
fuppofe that this negotiation was national ; it 
was no more than a compromife between two 
haughty peei^, each aSecling independent 
powers ; for Robert and his minifters, at this 
time, were meditating a moll dreadful blow 
againft England. 

The death of the earl of Flanders had put his 



The Scotf 



•fiifted from fon-iu-law, the duke of Burgundy, in pofleilioii 
of his great eftate, by which he became, perhaps^ 
the moll powerful prince upon the continent of 
Europe. The inhabitants of Ghent, however, 
refufcd him for their matter, and were protec* 
ted by Richard. The duke of Burgundy, pro- 
voked at this, propofed to the French court an 
invafion of England in concert with Scotland^ 
which was agreed to. A fleet was accordingly 
equipped at Sluys, on board of which John de 
^Vienne, the French admiral, embarked, carry- 
ing with him fifty thoufand pounds in gold^ 
advanced by the duke of Burgundy, to be dif- 
tributed in Scotland, where the admiral arrived 

Toidun. f;ife with a confiderable reinfoixement, befides 

fup- 
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fupplies of all kinds of military ftores. Robert ^^^^ »3«s- 
gave his acquittance for the whole fum, which 
was dif^ributed in the following proportions. 
The king of Scotland himfclf received ten thou- Rymer, 
fand pounds (livrcs); the cardinal bifhop of p!'^^ 
Glafgow fix thoufand ; the earl of Carrie, the 
king's cldeft fon, five thoufand five hundred ; 
his fecond fon, the earl of Fife, three thoufand ; 
his coufin, the earl of Douglas, feven thoufand 
five hundred ; the earl of March four thoufand; 
the earl of Murray one thoufand; Archibald 
Douglas, lord of Galloway, five thoufand five 
hundred ; James Lindfay two thoufand ; David 
Lindfay five hundred ; Malcolm Drummond 
four hundred; Thomas Hay four hundred; 
William Kierby feven hundred; Henry Douglas 
three hundred; John Johnfton three hundred; 
William Stewart one hundred ; Henry Prefton, 
knight, fixty ; Thomas Erlkine five hundred ; 
William Lindfay five hundred ; William Cun- 
ningham five hundred ; Robert Grant, Efq. 
forty ; Mafter Mace Glandaulbin fixty ; John 
Gray ten. The rehiainder was given, by equal 
proportions, to John Blaiflay, Girert de Bour- 
bon, Euftace Bendenay, John de Fountainer, 
and Michael de la Froffe, all French knights. 
Befides thofe feveral fums, Robert made a pre- 
fent to the admiral of fix thoufand pounds, for 
replacing the horfes he had loft in the voyage. 
The numbers of the French auxiliaries on 
this occafion are varioufly reported. Fordun 

makes 
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A« 0.13^5. makes them amount * to eleven hundred, of 
whom five hundred were men at arms. His 
continuators and Buchanan fay they were two 
thoufand, and that the admiral brought 'with 
him four hundred fuits of complete armour, to 
be diftributed among the braveft of the Scots 
knights and officers. This fupply carried with 
it a moft generous appearance; but it was 
afforded upon felfifh, interefted principles, for 
the admiral was inftru6led to mind the affairs 
of Scotland no more than as they were con- 
nefted with the views of the French court 
The French landed at Leith and Dunbar, and a 
meeting of the Scots ftates was held at £din<* 
burgh, where the French admiral produced the 
magnificent prefents he brought from his maf- 
ter to Robert, and the Scotch nobility* The 
Scots were wonderfully elated at the great at- 
tention paid them by the French king j but a 
fudden revolution of affairs in Flanders dit 
appointed the invafion, which had been planned 
with equal vigour and forefight. 
Vf whom A ftrong fleet of French and Flemings re* 
staLooed. mained flill at Sluys, waiting for a fair wind 
to fail for the fouth of England, about the time 
the Scots were to begin their operations in the 
north. The example of the Ghentois, however, 
had encouraged Damme, and other towns in 
Flanders, to revolt ; and the duke of Burgundy 

• Here Fordun's Hiftory ends, but it is coatinued by Bower, 
or £owmaker, and other hands. 

per* 
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peifuaded the French kiag, that it was more a*^* u^s* 
proper to employ his army againft the Fle- 
mings, than againft the English; fo that the ex* 
pedition againft the latter was entirely laid 
afide. This left the Eng^iih at liberty to em- 
ploy the whole force of their arms againft Scot- 
land ; and young Richard, who had never be- 
fore headed an army, took the field with one 
more powerful than (if we are to believe Wal- 
fingham ^ ) England had ever feen before. Ro- 
bert and his generals were neither intimidated 
by the great preparations of the Englifh, nor 
mifled by the fpecious promifes of the French, 
The Scotch army lay encamped near Edin- 
burgh, and the admiral inceffantly preffed Ro- 
bert to give orders for its march; bvt he excuf- 
ed himfelf till he ihould hear of the French 
landing in England. I am apt to think that^ 
by the original concert, they were to have land- 
ed at Milford-haven, as the inhabitants of 
Wales were at this time ripe for an infurredion 
againft the Englifh government ; and very pof- 
fibly the admiral himfelf was ignorant of the 
revolution which had happened in Flanders# 
His foUicitations were fo preffing, that Robert 
at laft confented to lend him three thoufand o^ 
his beft troops. His intention was to have 
marched with them and his French auxiliaries 

• He fays that the cavaUy alone amounted to three hundred 
thouiand ; a number fo incredible, that I coidd by no means 
give it a place in tb? text. 

Vox-, III. T through 
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A. D. 1385. through England into Wales, where he expected 
to be joined by a large body of natives. It 
is probable, however, that he concealed his dc- 
iign; for after he had broken into Northum- 

Theyinvad* bcrland, wherc he reduced feveral places of no 
*" ' fmall importance, and made a confiderablc 
booty; he difclofed his intentions to Douglas 
and the other Scotch generals, who treated it 
as ridiculous, and returned home to the defence 
of their own country. Polydore Virgil, who 
wrote the hiftory of England, fays, on the con- 
trary, that the admiral and his army were pre- 
paring to befiege York, when they heard that 
the Engliih army had got between them and 
Scotland ; upon which he and his Frenchmen 
puihed forwards to Wales, where they remain- 
ed during the reft of the campaign. The 
Scotch hiftorians give no countenance to this 
relation, and Fordun's continuator fays, that 
the combined army took Ford, Wark, and Cor- 
val, but that the admiral would not agree to 
their befieging Carlifle, and that they returned 
with a great booty to Scotland ; but with vaft 
difficulty, for the duke of Lancafter had been 
fent with a ftrong detachment of the Engliih 
army to cut off their retreat. Robert remained 
ftill encamped with about twenty thoufand men 
hear Edinburgh, but greatly out of humour with 
the French. Thofe auxiliaries, according to the 
pfual difpoiitipn of their nation, had behaved 
with great infolence ; and the admiral had de- 
bauched 
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bauched a lady of quality, which Robert highly a. d. 1385. 
refented. .He accufed the French court of having 
deceived him, after having drawn upon him 
felf the whole power of England; and indeed it 
required no fmall degree both of courage and 
conduft, to ward off the dcftrudion with which 
Scotland was now- threatened.. 

The Englifti fl^et was then at fea, under the ^'ISfi!!* 
lord Thomas Piercy, but far inferior in. force to **"***' 
that of the French and Flemings; fo that it 
acled only as a fquadron of ob{ervatiop,and at- 
tended the great army under llichard, who was 
now marching towards Ecjinburgh. Robert, 
mindful of the great Bruce^§ dying advice, • 
knew it would be worfe than madnefs to ven- 
ture a decifive battle, to which he was urged by 
the admiral of France. He therefore retired 
with the main, body of his army acrofs the 
Forth, while Richard was marchinoj towards 
Edinburgh. The latter having paffed Berwic, 
found the country of Scotland a defart; and he 
met with no oppofition till he came to Edin- 
burgh, where he burnt a few mifera'ble huts, 
which then compofed that city. Robert, before 
he retired northwards, had given the command 
of a body of troops to thfe lord Douglas and 
other officers, who harraffed the Englifli army 
to fuch a degree, that he found a confiderable 
diminution of his numbers, without having 
gained thefmalleft ad vantage, except that of lay- 
ing the abbey of Melrofs, as well as the town 

T2 of 
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A.D.X1S5. of Edinburgh, in a&es. He had, in imitation 
of his great grandfather, Edward the fecond, 
entered Scotland with amazing parade ; and his 
' army had been well fupplied by his fleet. Hap« 
pily for the Scots, he was governed by diflblute 
minions, who hated the toils, as much as they 
loved the pomp, of war. Thcfc formed a 
ftrong confederacy againft the duke of Lan- 
cafter, who urged him to carry the war acrofs 
the Forth. It was infinuated to Richard, that 
the duke gave this advice only to promote his 
own ambitious views, by putting himfelf at the 
head of the army ; and they at laft taxed him 
with treafonable pra6tices. Richard had not the 
fpirit to bring either the duke or his accufers to 
a trial ; and the duke ftill infilled upon the army 
pafling the Forth. Richard's anfwerwas, "I and 
my army never fliall go farther north; you and 
your*s, if you pleafe, may. The duke's reply 
was, **that he was a fubjeft, and under con- 
troul." "That you are not," faid Richard, with a 
cloudy brow, and left the room abruptly. 

but are for- Though the bchaviour of the Scots, during 
this expedition, has not been diftinguifhed in 
hiftory equally with the glory they acquired at 
Bannockbum, yet their conduft was equally 
brave and politic. The earls of Douglas, Fife, 
and March, entered the Englifh marches, burnt 
Penrith, and carried their ravages to the gates 
of Newcaftle; while the Englifh army undar 
Richard were fufiering all the miferies of fa- 
mine 



ced to re- 
treat. 
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mme and fatigue, their fupplics from the fleet a. 0,1385, 
having failed them through the inclemency of 
the weather. The irruption of the Scots into 
England gave the earl of Oxford, who was a 
rifing favourite with Richard, an opportunity 
of remonftrating upon the neceiSty of return- 
ing to defend his Englifli dominions. The duke 
of Laneafter ftill infifted upon carrying the war 
acrofs the Forth; but his perfeverancc ferved 
only to encreafe Richard^s fufpicions ; and he 
evacuated Scotland after lofing great numbers 
of men and horfcs, without performing the leaft 
exploit worthy his amazing and expenfive pre- 
parations. 

Upon the retreat of the Englifli feuthwards, ^he Sceti 
the Scotch and the French armies reunited, and ^?^^^ 
a council of war was held to deliberate upon French, 
the fiege of Roxburgh, which was aftually 
formed. The French engineers were chiefty 
depended upon for the fuccefs of the undertak- 
ing, and their admiral had the inference to de- 
mand that, if the town was taken, it fliould be 
put into his matter's hands, to indemnify him 
fqr the expences of the campaign. Robert, who 
before that time, had been heartily exafjperated 
againfl: the French, was fo much provoked at 
this requcfl:, that, by the advice of his great 
men, he ordered the fiege to be raifcd. This 
is a proof that the king and nobility of Scot- 
land were dcflitute neither of fpirit nor polite- 
ncfs, even towards the French, Robert declin- 
ed 
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A.D. 1385. ed punifhing their general as he deferved j bu^ 
at the fame time, he gave him a proof how 
much he refented his demand. The Frexicfa^ 
upon this, prepared for their embarkation; 
but the Scots demanded payment of the debts 
they had contracted ; and threatened, unlefi 
they were fatisfied, to cut them oflF from their 
ihips. All accounts agree, that the behaviqur 
of thofe auxiliaries, while they were in Scot- 
land, was intolerable ; and I perceive, that the 
admiral took upon himfelf the payment of their 
creditors : upon which, Robert detained him, 
and fome of the chief oflBcers, but cont^mptu- 
oufly fuflFered the common men to return to 
their own country, about the beginning of the 
1386. year 1386. 

The mutual neceflity which the French and 
the Scots were under to fupport each other, 
prevented their quarrels in Scotland from being 
attended with any difagreeable confequences» 
The beliaviour of tlie French court, while their 
troops lay in Scotland, had been indeed infa- 
mous; for, though they were matters of the 
feas, they made no attempt towards fulfilling 
their engagements with Robert, who was left 
to fuftain the whole weight of a war which he 
had undertaken at their rcqueft. The French 
king made the only apology that was in his 
power for the behaviour of his fubjedb, by 
heaping honours upon the Scots who were in 
his fervice, and keeping up his friendfhip with 

Robert, 
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"Robert, whofe troops, after the French were a.d.ijS^. 
gone, continued to ravage England^ At laft, " - - 
a truce was concluded between the earls of txucc. 
Douglas and March for the Scots, and the lord 
Nevil for the Englifli, which was to laft from 
the twenty-feventh of June, 1386, to the laft 
of May, 1387. This truce accounts for. the 1387- 
barrennefs of hiftorical matter during its con- 
tinuance, as . the Scotch hiftorians have been 
too negligent as to civil aflFairs at this period. 
We are told, however, that, during the truce 
queen Euphane, Robert's wife, died, and that 
Robert gave his daughter, Giles, in marriage 
to William Douglas, who is cekbrated for the 
beauty of his perfon, and his activity in arms, 
and created, by Robert, lord. Nithfdale. 

No. fooher. was the truce expired, ^ than the Ireland in- 
warbro^e out with frefli fury. The earls of J'^elcX 
Fif^^aHdt Doxiglks ravaged Ngrth^mberland arnd 
We0:iporelarid, and the new»created lord Nithf- 
dale defeated a party of three thoufknd Ei>g- 
lifh, of whom two hjmdred were killed, and 
five hundred made prifoners,- This nobleman, 
ip hopes of rivalling the Bruces and Scotch 
warriors of. former times, foriiied the plan of 
a very bold expedition againft Ireland. That 
people, ey er fince Richard's acceffion, had been re- 
markably active againft the Scots, and had made 
feveral defcents on the weftern parts of the, king- 
dom. This behaviour from a race of men. 
whom the Scots looked upon as brothers, and 

who 
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iLD. 13SS. who had fo lately recognized one of their royd 
family as their king, was highly refented ; atnd 
Douglas^ early in the year 1 3889 obtained per-r 
million to raiie a body of troops for a defcent 
upon Ireland. He was joined by the eaii of 
Fife, and they had great fucceis in their inva* 
lion. They defeated the Irilh militia of Dun* 
dalk and Carlingford. They plundered the 
latter town, and loaded fifteen Ihips, which 
they found in its harbour, with their booty« 
From thence the two noble adventurers fet fail 
for the Ifle of Man, then belonging to the 
Montague family, the profeft enemies of the 
Scots ; and having laid it wafte, they returned 
with their fpoils to Scotland, where they landed 
near Loch^Rian. Thofe fuccefles encouraged 
Robert to make higher attempts.. He called 
his parliament together at Aberdeen, where' 
a double invafion of England was refolved 
upon. Two armies were raifed ; the one, coa- 
filling of fifteen thoufand men, was command- 
ed by the earls of Fife and Menteith, Douglas 
lord of Galloway, and Alexander Lindfayf 
the other army, containing the like number, 
was commanded by the earls of Douglas, 

Enftiaad March, Crawford, Kurray, the lord high con*^ 
fiable of Scotland, a^d other noblemen. Both 
armies rendezvoufed at Jedburgh, where they 
parted. That under the earl of Fife ento^d 
by the weft marches into Cumberland, and that 
under the earls of Douglas and March fell di« 

reftly 
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rcftly into Northuftibcria»d, which was laid a. 0.1388; 
Waftc ^ ; and both armica, according to concert, 
joined within ten miles of I^Tewcaftle. 

All the north of England was thrown into Bittic of 
the Hioft dreadful cooftemation by this inva- "" "'"' 
fion. Newcaftle Was- defended by the carl of 
Northumberland, whofe age and infirmities 
difabled him from taking the field; but his 
place was more than fupplied by his two fons, 
Henry and Ralph, the former being well knowar 
in the Engliih hiftory by the name of Hotfpur^ 
which he obtained from his fiery difpofition. 
The town was garrifoned by the flowet of th<? 
Englifli nobility and gentry, as well as the in* 
habitants of the adjax:ent counties, who had 
fled thither for refuge. Douglas, to diftinguiih 
himfelf, felecled two thou fend foot, and thre^ 
hundred horfemen, out of the two armies, and 
encamped on the north fide of the town, -with 
a view (as the Scots fay)- of ftorming it nexC 
day. In the mean time, he received a chal-' 
lenge from the Hotfpur Piercy, to fight hinSr 
hand to hand, with fliaafp ground fpears, ior 
view of both armies. Douglas accepted of the 
challenge. The combatants met. Piercy waa 
unhorfed in the firft encounter, and forced to^ 
take refuge within the portcullis or gate of the^ 

* This expedition is celebrated in monkilh verfe, by one Tho- 
mas Varoyc (or Barry) provoft of Bothwell, who lived at the 
tfane. (See Mackenzie's lives of the Scots Wrrtei*s, vod. I.) A* 
itery particular account of it is likewife given by FroiiTard. 

Vol. III. U town. 
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A. D. 1388. town, from whence Douglas brought ofFHot- 
fpur^s lance, with a pennon affixed td it, and 
fworc in his hearing, that he ivould aUTy it in 
triumph to Scotland. Next day, Ihfe carl of 
Douglas ordered the town-ditch to be filled up 
with hay and faggots, and his tnett * lapplied 
their ladders to the walls, to take thc'ptace by 
ftonu ; but there is reafon to believe, thkt he 
had received a large reinforcement from the 
main army. His men were beat in their at- 
tempt to ftorm the town, the befieged being 
far more numerous than the affailants • and in 
the night-time the latter decamped. ' Piercy, 
breathing revenge, purfued them, and over- 
took them at Otterburn. According to the 
continuator of Fordun (who tells us, thsit he 
was born that very year) the principal divifion 
of the Scotch army, under the earl of Fife, had 
taken a different rout from that under Doug- 
las, who, with the earls of March and Murray, 
were unarmed, and preparing to fit down to 
fiipper, when they had intelligence of the ap- 
proach of the EnglijEh. The Scotch army, in 
an inftant, was under arms ; but fuch was their 
confufion, that the earl of Douglas, in the 
hurry, forgot his cuirafs. Both leaders en- 
couraged their men by the moft animating 
fpeeches, and both parties waited for the rife 
of the moon^ which happened that night to 
be unufually bright. The battle being joined 
upon tlie moon's appearance, the Scots at firft 

gavq 
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gave way \ butrbcin^ ratUed by Douglas, who a.d. 138s. 
fought with a vbittleTaXy and reinforced by Pa- 
trick jHqxU^^fin^ Jiis fon, ^^nd hi$, attendants, the 

EngUlh w^re , you tcd^-^though greatly foperior 
in nuBi^her v^b^tthe;^ brave earl pf Douglas, 
being moj;tally woundedr was carried to his 
tent, wh^pe I^e expired, in the iporning. His 
precaution ;vt?a$ Aich, , that his misfortune was 
concealed from hia men, who, tfiinking them- 
felves invincible under his command, totally 
routed thj? Engliih, of whom twelve hundred f^^f^^^ 
were killeyi pn the fpot, and an hundred per- 
fons of diftindtion (among whom were the two 
Piercies) were made prifoners by Keith, then 
mar(hal of Scotland. The chief of the other 
Englilh were Robert Ogle, Thomas Halberk, 
John Lilburn, William Wauchlutie, Robert He- 
ron, thei baron of Hilton, John Colvil, and 
Patrick Loyel, knights ; whofe r^nfoms brought 
large fums of money into Scotland. 

Such was the famous battle of Otterburn, tofs©!! 
which is, univ^erfally allowed to have been the 
beft fought of any in that ag6. Fro^ffard, 
whom I have chiefly followed, had his, rela- 
tion, and a very minute one it is, froxn.twp 
Scotch ^nd two French knights, who were pre- 
fent; but the accounts given of it by Walfing- 
ham, andfome other Englifli hiftorians, are abfurd 
beyond all belief. We are obliged t(f>^B2i]^,^ 

• Mackenzie^ 'the Scotch biographer, was To ^©informed, as 
not to know that Barry's poem was publilhed by Bowiuaker, the 
continuator of Fordun, 

U2 (for 
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A.D.Z3S8. (foF all hiilorians have overlooked, thfim) 
for the Qames of the brave Scotchman who 
fell in this engagement. They were Harte, 
a knight ; John Towers, William Mulhet .(de 
JVIonte fixo), Simon Glendonwynj a young 
gentleman of the name of Glenftan, and imo« 
ther called Wedderburn. Buchanan, 'who has 
given us a particular but elegant account of 
this battle, fays, that the victory was greatly 
owing to a rifing-ground which the $cots got 
poiTeilion of; and that after Douglas was mor- 
tally wounded, his body was defended by his 
prieft, who always attended him ; that * the 
younger Piercy was wounded ; and that of the 
£nglifh eighteen hundred and forty were Jdll- 
cd, a thoufand wounded, and a thoufand and 
forty taken prifoners ; but of the Scots no more 
were killed than an hundred, and two hundred 
tak^n prifoners. The fame author acquaints 
us of a particular which it may not be imperti« 
'Uent to mention here: that the borderers of 
both nations, when they made a prifoner, al- 
ways fuffered him to depart, upon his pledging 
his word of honour that he would return by 
an appointed day ; and that, in cafe of failure, 
the captor, at the firft border-meeting, pro- 
claimed his prifoner's perfidy, by holding up a 
glove upon the point of a fpear ; which was 
accounted to be fuch a mark of infamy, that 
no man of honour, not even his neareft rela- 
tion, would ever after keep him company. 

At 
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• At the time that Pkrcy was purfuing Doug- r^^^'/^^s, 
lias, the biflbtop of Durham was marchins: to- ^^^ ^»*<>p 

^ , ^ of Durham* 

wards Newcaftle with an army of ten thoufand 
men ; biit was infoitned by the run-aways of 
Piercy^s defeat, which happened on the twenty- 
firft of July. A coundU of war being hdd, 
the bifhop refolved to purfue the Scots, hoping 
for an cafy conqueft, tired as they were with 
the preceding day's battle, and laden with 
prlunder. His army was firft perceived by James 
Lindfay, who had a little before releafod, upon , 

his word of honour, Redman, the governor of 
Berwic; but was now taken prifoner in his 
turn. The earl of Murray, who then com- 
manded in chief, held a confultation to deli- 
berate how to proceed. It was agreed to^ ven- 
ture a battle. Their prifoners were almoft as 
numerous as their army; and precedents are 
to be found in hiftory (in thofe of England 
particularly) when prifoners, in like exigen- 
cies, were put to the fword. The Scotch ge- 
nerals, with a magnanimity that does honour 
to their memory and their country, difdained 
fuch barbarity, and required no more of their 
prifoners than their words of honour that they 
would remain in the camp inaftive, and conti- 
nue prifoners ftill. This condition being com- 
plied with, the Scots drew out their army for 
battle. Their rear was fecured by marflies, and 
their flanks by large trees which they had 
felled. Their appearance, which carried no 
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iLD.i3«8. iign of fatigue or defpondency, ft ruck the Eng« 
liih; and they were terrified by the dreadful 
founds of the bugle*horns> of which every 
Scotchman carried one to the field, flung 
about his neck, and which were multiplied by 
the neighbouring nK>untains. In fliorty^ the 
prelate refolved .upon a retreat, and returned 
to Newcaftle, while his enemies continued 
their march to Scotland. 
Mittiid T^^ Engliflx appear to have a£):ed with g^at 

^^'^•^ honour on this occafion, and the Scots even 
^^"^^^ outdid their former generofity. They difiniiTed 
fix hundred of their common prifoners with* 
out ranfom. The lord Ralph Piercy was fuf- 
fered, on his word of honour, to go to Ncw- 
caftle to be cured of his wounds ; and the re- 
maining prifoners were defired to fix their 
own ranfom, after they were carried to Scot- 
land as evidences of the viftorious campaign. 
So far ^as we know, no Englifliman, on this 
occafibn, forfeited his word ; and particular 
mention is made of Redman, who feeing Lind- 
fay a prifoner at Newcaftle, dimified him with-^ 
out any ranfom. The main divifion of the 
Scotch army, under Robert earl of Fife ^, fe- 
cond Ton to the king, was in Cumberland when 

• JIc was the fixtcenth carl of Fife, and afterwards duke of 
Albany, and regent. He Carried the lady Margaret, daughter 
to the^rl of Mentcith, in whofe right, as heircfs of tailzie, of 
the carldpra of Fife, and by the difpofition made to him by the 

countcfs, "he got it. 

they 
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they heard of the death ^f Douglas, t^hich cm- a,d. issx, 
bittered all their joy ifwthw^fortllhakeisxp^^^ 
dition; foi that' theyi apj>e4tfctf as *Jf ^he^^ had 
been defeated. ' Botigla^ titidoiibtedly^'#«*^6he' 
of the gseskeSt men of that agyf. He Is ?Kid,^ bjr 
the writet* of the* Stotch* Pwragci' td- lia^e 

been manied ta one df Robert^ 'danghtei^V 
but dying without iffuc, h^ was frndtfeeded^ by 
his brother Archibald, called, ' from 'his (Wartlt^ 
complexion; the Grit»; By this time, IRbbftt's 
age and infif mities haddifabled him frorti t^ 
management of affairs^ the weight • of wHicH 
fell upon his; fon, the earl of Fife ; his eldeft 
fon beings by nature indolent, and laffte by ah 
unlucky blow he received from an horfe. llic 
carl anfwered all the expe6hitions the Scots 
had conceived from his vdour and aflivity." 
His dcfcent upon Ireland renders it very pWTi ' 
bable, that he was in hopes of that crown'f but 
he now found full employment at home,^ The 
earl-marihal of England had been named by 
Richard his warden of the Scotch marches; 
and the hiftories of both kingdoms mention^ ■ 
but without giving us any particulars ((from' 
which we may conclude it was of very little^ 
confequence) of an irruption made this* lyieaar' 
by the Englifli into Scotland. We learn, with 
more certainty, from records, that after the jtym«iv 
earls of Fife and Douglas returned from their 
Irifli expedition, and while the English* parlia- 
ment was fitting, the bifhop of Durham, the 

earl 
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iUD.isSs. earl of Northumberland, the lord Nevil, Sib 
Brian Staplcton, and one doctor RowhaH, vireref 
charged with a commiiCon to make a finai? 
peace with the Scots ; but the negociation had? 
no effeft. Mowbray, earl-marffial of Englandi^ 
had fucceeded the earl of Northumberland 2» 
warden of the Scotch marches ; arid being at 
proud, weak, man, he infulted the friends o£ 
the former wardens for having befen fo oftcxr 
beaten by the Scots. This coming to the know*^ 
ledge of the latter, they renewed hofiilities: 
againft England wkh double fury ; fo that ther 
▼ain-gldrious wardeb, after being repeatedly*^ 
beaten in the field, maintained him&lf, i^rithi 
great difficulty, upon the defenfive. 
The earl of Ttc carf of Fife, who had, at this time, ail 
IIL* Eng- the executive power of government in his own( 
**"**• hands, ibught to raife his reputation by ld& 

1389. vaiomv Early in the fjpring of the year 1 389^ 
heraifed an armyi with which he infulted that 
commanded by the Englife warden, who en-» 
trenched himfelf, while the Scots plundered 
the adjacent country. By this time, the dUke 
of Lancafter had terminated his ajSairs in Spaifr 
and Portugal to great advantage. Though he' 
had f efigAed all his daims upon the crown 06 
Caftile, yet he married his eldeft dau^ter^ 
whom he had by the heirefs of Peter the Cruely 
the legitimate king of Caftile, ta prince Henry,, 
the regnant king, and received immenfe pccu-i 
aiary coniiderations belide^ for his and hia 
- ' wife's 
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wife^s renunciations, having before this married a.d. 1389. 
another daughter to the king of Portugal. Up- 
on the duke's return out of Spain, he was, by 
his nephew, the king of England, appointed 
his lieutenant-governor of Guienne; and the 
duke wifely made ufe of all his power and cre- 
dit at the Englilh court to bring about a peace, 
which might fecure to his fons-in-law and him- 
felf the uninterrupted enjoyment of their .do« 
minions, which always was liable to be broke - 
into by the differences between France and 
England. On the fixteenth of November the 
preceding year, fome overtures for peace had 
been made; and the conferences being conti-- 
nued from time to time, a truce was at laft 
agreed to in the church of Lelinghan, a place 
lying between Calais and Boulogne. This truce 
was to laft from the nineteenth of June, 1389, 
when the treaty was concluded, to the fix- Atmcy 
teenth of Auguft, 1 392 ; and the allies of both 
crowns had the liberty of being included in it. 
Thofe on the part of France were. the kiAgS of • 
the Komans and Scotland, Arragon, and Na- 
varre 5 the earl of March in Scotland, the Ifle 
of Man, the duchefs of Brabant, and the re- 
public of Genoa. The allies on the part of 
England were . the kings of the Romans, Por- 
tugal, and Arragon ; the earl of Salifbury, the 
lordfliip of Man, the duke of Gueldres, John 
lord of the Ifles, and the republic of Genoa. 
Vot.III. X - The 
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A.-D.13S9. The comprehenfion of the earls of Salilbury 
^rehc^ids''"' ^^^^ March, as allies to two fovereign powers, 
two fub- muft have been occafioned by the contcft be- 
tween them concerning the Ifle of Man, and 
other lands lying upon the borders, vrhich 
were in debate between the two kingdoms. 
JLarge tracts of country were under this uncer- 
tainty ; for though no difpute might be as to 
the immediate poffeffion, yet great contefls 
often arofe with regard to the kingdorh to 
-which they belonged. In fuch a fituation, nei- 
ther of thofe noblemen could be faid to have 
had an immediate fuperior for part of their 
eftates ; and therefore both of them were very 
properly comprehended in the truce, till their 
differences could be fettled by a general peace. 
As to the lord of the Ifles, he and his predecet 
fors, as we have often feen, always affededan 
independency upon the crown of Scotland, in 
which they had been encouraged by the Efig* 
lifh government ; and Richard had entered, in 
1388, into a treaty with the reigning lord, 
through the agency of the bifliop of the IfleS. 
Rymcr. This was highly affronting to the crown and 
people of Scotland. The king confidered that 
lord as his fubjetS:, and the tiobles as their peer^ 
or perhaps in an inferior capacity. When the 
terms of the truce, therefore, came to be made 
public, they met with a ftrong oppofition in 
parliament, .though the aged and infirm Robert 
fufikiently intimated his inclination to peace. 

Aber-* 
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Abercromby is in a violent paffion with Buc- a.d. 138^ 
hanaiiy for faying that Robert **was able to of^^Ab^-**" 
make neither peace jQor war, but by the public ^^^^^y* 
advice of the ftateg ; neither could he promife 
any firm truce, without their decree in the 
cafe." He thinks that this is a notorious falfe- 
hood, and ' gives no other reafon for his opi- 
nion, but that the kings of Scotland, in thofe 
days, were defpotic ; .for the whole of his argu- 
ment upon the head amounts to no more. He 
adds, that the parliament was willing to agree 
to the truce; but that it was oppoled by the 
army. This argument of Abercromby 's refts 
entirely on words, and is fcarcely worth a feri- 
ous refutation ; for that Buchanan is materially 
right, and that the Scotch noblemen of thofe 
days knew the true principles of liberty, can be 
a doubt with none who has read their letter to 
*he pope, which I have exhibited in the life of 
Robert the firft. Such a fet of men never could 
think themfelves precluded frona giving their 
advice, by any arbitrary claim of the crown ; 
and we find, in faft, that their kings confulted 
them as their great council, (for a parliament is 
fuch) in all affairs of .moment. As to the dif- 
tindion between the parliament and the army, 
it is merely nugatory, becaufe the members of 
the former compofed the heads of the latter. 

Upon the whole, there is no reafon to doubt J^^^i^^r ?f 

^ ' , the Scots. 

that the Scotch nobility thought their king was 

X 2 too 
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A.D. 13S9 too much under French influence ; and that M5 
favourite ally made ufe of the friendihip of ib€ 
Scots only to ferve his own ends. They knew 
that fuch a truce was equally convenient for 
France as England. Their own army was nu- 
merous, full of fpirits, viftorious, and well 
difciplined, and ready at a moment's warning 
to have invaded England, which was in no 
condition to face them. Their oppofition, 
in fliort, to the truce was fuch, that the court 
of France thought proper to fend over ambaf- 
fadors to perfuade them to compliance ; and if 
they ftiould fail, to inform the chief nobility, 
that they were to expeft no affiftance from the 
continent, either of men or money. Upon their 
arrival in Scotland, they found part of their 
bufinefs done to their hands. The great noble- 
men, from aflfeftion and compaffion for their 
aged king, began to relifli the prdpofition for a 
truce J which was to give fome refpite to their 
country; and, more than probably, fome of 
them were influenced by the pecuniary argu- 
ments, which the ambafladors were empowered 
to employ. Upon their arrival at the camp, 
however, they found it in fuch a combuftion, 
that nothing but that reverential awe, which the 
ancient Scots always entertained for their fupe- 
riors, could have prevented them from being in- 
fulted. The nobility, to convince the ambafla- 
dors of the excellent ftate of the Scotch army, 

as 
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ai well as t^ieir own power over their inferiors, a.d. 13S9* 
ordered it to be drawn out before them ; and 
the countenance of the foldiery was fuch as 
convinced them of the difficulty of obliging 
them to agree to the truce. They harangued 
them in the moft foothing manner; but the 
common men ftill infifting upon their not lofing 
the fruits of the campaign, their chieftains took 
up the argument, and with fome difficulty pre- 
vailed upon them to lay down their arms, 
by threatening to abandon them to their own' 
leading- It is uncertain whether Robert and 
his fon, the earl of Fife, were prefent on this 
occafion. It is probable they were, and that 
their prefence contributed greatly to preferve 
the public tranquillity. Robert having fworn 
to the truce, fent Henry Douglas and Adam 
Glendunning, as his plenipotentiaries, to ^ 
Richard ; and they received his oath of obfcr- 
vation on the twenty-feventh of September. 

Scarcely was this truce finiflied, when the Tnr<itT«i»i<itt 
peace of the nation was moft facrilegioufly vio- of ^i£i 
lated by Robert's fecond fon, the earl of Buchan, 
who, upon a quarrel with the bifhop of Murray, 
burnt down that fine (Cathedral, which our hif- 
torians have called the lanthorn and ornament 
of the north of Scotland. The earl's prefump- 
tion was fuch, that he appeared in his father's 
prefence after this atrocious crime ; but Robert, 
old as he was, prdered him to be apprehended 
and ftridly imprifoned. A civil war would 

have 
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A. D. 1390. have been the confequence, had the earl ofFifir 
exerted his authority on the occafion ; but the 
veneration the people entertained for their aged 
monarch, preferved every thing quiet. This* 

Death was the laft act of Robert's reign ; for he died 
fbon after, at his caftle of Dundonald, in the 
feventy-fourth, or feventy- fifth, year of his age^ 
and the nineteenth of his reign, on the nine- 
teenth of April 1390. 

•ndcharac- Robert's qualities, as a king and a general^ 

^^ were rather of the folid than the fplendid kind» 

In his youth he had ad:ed, as we have already; 
feen, with great fpirit and courage ; but he waa 
fometimes £0 much under the influence a£ 
others, that he loft fight of the public good, 
and the national independency. He foon, haw-^ 
ever, acquired proper notions of both, and ever 
after a£led with great firmnefs and patriotifau 
That he muft have been a man of parts, appeara 
evidently, by his maintaining himfelf with credit 
and dignity under the frowns of his uncle Da- 
vid, and by his peaceable acceflion to the throne, 
I have already obferved, that the retreat he made 
from the battle of Durham, which occafioned 
David's difpleafure, faved his country from irre* 
trievable ruin ; and it was chiefly owing to his 
firmnefs, that, during the latter years of that 
prince's reign, Scotland did not become a pro-^ 
vince either to France or England. Buchanans 
fays, that fome charged him with cowardice j 
but I believe this charge is no more than the 

malicious 
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malicious infinuation of Buchanan himfelf, frorti a.d. 1390. 
his carrying on war by his generals. He was 
fifty-feven years of age before he mounted the 
throne, and he was feventy before any declared 
war broke out between his crown and that of 
England. What opportunity then had he to 
difplay his perfonal valour ? Buchanan, after 
all, has given him a place amongft the wifeft 
and beft of kings. It is plain, that he was an 
excellent judge of mankind, by his always em- 
ploying generals who returned vidorious from 
the field, and re-eftabliflied the military glories 
of their country. His negotiations were con- 
duced with equal abilities and fucccfs; and, 
indeed, during his uncle's exile and captivity, 
as well as during his own reign, neither the 
intricacies of ftate, nor the events of war, ever 
diverted his attention from the true honour 
and interefts of his country. In his private 
charafter he was irreproachable, excepting as 
to the frequency and variety of his amours,' 
which, for fome time, threw a cloud, which is 
not now entirely difperfed, upon the hiftory of 
his acceffion. His juftice was fo exemplary, that - 
before he removed from one place to another,' 
be ordered proclamation for all the inhabitants 
and country people, to be indemnified for what 
was owing them by himfelf or attendants. His 
d^lica'Cy, in this refpeft, reached to an extraor- 
dinary length ; for he ordered eompenfation to 
l^ made to tfee abbey erf Scone, for the corn 

that 
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A. D. 1390. that had been trod down by the people v^rlio 
reforted to his coronation. I cannot clpfe hit 
charafter better, than by the words of Buc- 
hanan,, who was far from being a friend either 
to his perfon or family ; " All fay, that he was 
a very good man, and in the arts of peace com- 
parable with the belt of kings. He adminifter- 
ed juftice diligently and impartially to all ; he 
fevcrely puniflied robberies. In his aftions he 
was conftant ; in his words faithful. He came 
to the government in troublefome times, ye^ 
he fettled things at home, appeafed difcordSj 
and governed with great equity and jiiftice j 
and he obtained fuch conquefts over his cnc-» 
mies, that he reduced all the caftles they had, 
except three." 

• The iffue of Robert, by his firft wife, were 
his fucceffor, John earl of Carrie, whofe legiti- 
macy I have fufficiently vindicated: Walter earl- 
of Fife, who, according to Abercromby, biecamC 
fuch by marrying Ifabel Macduff, or, as fhe is 
called in fome records, Ifabel de Fife, daughter' 
and fole heir of Duncan earl of Fife ; but, ac^ 
cording to the fame author, that prince died 
young. . This marriage feems not to have been 
clearly made out. Sir Robert Sibbald mentions- 
an indenture dated 1 371, by which it evidently 
appears that this lady's firft hufband was not 
the fon, but grandfon of Robert the fecond, and' 
fon to his fecond fon, Robert carl of Fife and 
Menteith, vi^ho married, the lady Margate*^ 

daughter 



• n. 
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daughter to the earl of Menteith, in whofe a. 0.1390. 
rights as heirefs of tailzie of the earldom of 
Fife, and by the difpofition made to him by the 
countefs Ifabel, he got it. Robert's third fon 
was Alexander of Badenoch, earl of Buchan, 
who afterwards came to be earl of Rofs, in right 
of his wife Euphane, daughter to William earl 
of Rofs. His daughters , were, firft, Miirgery, 
who married John Dunbar, fon to the earl of 
March; fecond, Jane, who was firft married to 
Sir John Lyon of Glamis, lineal anceftor tp the 
prefent earl of Strathnaore, and afterwards to 
James Sandilands of Calder ; third, Elizabeth, 
married to David, the fon of Sir Thomas Hay 
of Errol, the anceftor of the prefent earl of that, 
title *, and hereditary lord high-conftable . of 
Scotland ; fourth, Margaret, married to John 
of Yla, lord of the Ifles ; 'fifth, Giles, married to 
the brave William Douglas, lord of Nithfdale. 
Befides thofe daughters, Abercromby mentions 
one by his firft marriage, who was the wife of 
David Lindfay of Glenefk, afterwards earl of 
Crawford. 

Robert's children, by his fecond wife Euphane His ifluc. 
Rofs, were David earl of Strathern, Walter earl 
of Athol, and Euphane, the wife, firft, of the earl 
of Douglas; and then, of Sir James Edmondfton. 
The reader may confult the notes, as to this 

• I believe (fays Abercromby) {[\e was her father*8 eldeft daugh- 
ter, becaufe, by a charter ftill extant, it appears that her father 
was but earl of Stratliern, when ihe was married. 

^ Vol. III. Y prince's 
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A. D. 1390. prince's natural iffue ^. Before I clofc dntf 
part of Robert's hiftory, I Ihall jtift mentioxi z 
pretty extraordinary record publii&ed by lyfr. 
Andcrfon, dated at Perth 1375, between Etl- 
phane and David, count palatine of Strajtheniy 
and earl of Caithnefs, on the one part; aiid Afex- 
ander de Moravia, or Munay, of Dnrarfergortft; 
on the other. By this indenture, Murray h to 
marry the queen's fifter, the lady Jannet oi 
Monimulk; and her majefty and the earl engag* 
cd to aflift him in recovering his birth-right, 
by taking the opinions of lawyers, upon thdb^ 
own proper charges and expences. The qneei^ 
likewife engages to maintain her fifter for one 
or two years j and it is farther agreed, that Wal- 
ter Murray, brother of the faid Alexander, 
might, if he fo pleafed, marry the eldeft daugh- 
ter of the faid lady Jannet. I mention this re- 
cord, as it feems to intimate that the queens of 



* " His natural iflTue, I fiippofe by his beloved miftrefi More, 
or Moram, (for fuch a miftrefs he certainly had) were, firft. Sir 
John Stewart, ftierifF of Bute, commonly called the Black StewsMTt; 
fecond, another Sir John Stewart of Dundonald, commonly calV 
led the Red Stewart ; third, Thomas, elefted bifliop of St. An- 
drew's. Thofe by Marion de Cardney, another of his miftreffee^ 
■Were, firft, John Stewart of Kinclevin 5 fecond, James Stewart of 
Kinfauns ; third, Alexander Stewart of Lunan. That he had 
all thefe children I have mentioned, is evident from unquefHon* 
able charters j fome of which Mr. Crawford has cited ; and I 
would have cited others to the fame purpofe, had I thought it 
iieceflary. Perhaps he might have had more ; for, as I have faid, 
his foible inclined him to love 5 a paflion which faints have had 
much ado to conquer, and by which heiocs"havc often been con- 
q[uered,"' {See Abercromby, vol. lU p. 198.] 



Scotland^ 
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Scotland, like thofe of England, had formerly a. 0.1390. 
;i revenue appropriated to themfelves. If I mif- 
take not, the birth-right here mentioned, as 
claimed by Drumfergorth, related either to th^ 
earldom of Strathern, or to the eftate of Both*- 
well, as he was a defcendant of the regent Mur* 
ray* Mr. Anderfon has engraved the device of 
Robeiit the fccond, which was a coronet point- 
ed, with two rows of glittering ftars, and placed 
over a terreftrial globe. The words, Vanitas 
vaniiaium^ et omnia vanitas. He feems to have 
b^p the firft of the Scotch kings who made ufe 
of thofe kind of emblems, but they were con- 
tinued by his fucceffors. 

. The name of John being, in this age, thought Robert the 
unfortunate for a king, the fucceeding prince 
changed it for the more aufpidous one of Robert ; 
but he was ftill called, by the commonalty, Ro- 
bert John Fern zier. He had for fome years lived 
in retirement, having been difabled from aftive 
life by a ftroke which he is faid to have receiv- 
ed from the horfe of Sir James Douglas of Dal- 
keith. He had, when young, commanded ar- 
mies, and negotiated treaties, as we have al- 
ready feen, with credit and fuccefs; and he had 
married Annabel, daughter of Sir John Drum- 
mond, anceftor to the noble family of Perth. 
He was crowned at Scone on the 13th of Au- 
guft 1390, together with his queen. Among 
the firft ads of his government was his con- 
firming the late truce, which had been made 

Ya with . 
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With England, and his giving audience to WU- 
liam de CailtierSy and Edward de Broil, who 
were fent by Charles the fixth of France to re- 
niew the antient league between the two na- 
tions; They found Robert at Edinburgh, where 
they were honourably received ; and on the 
firft of December, he ratified the league in 
that caftle. Robert being ftill difabled, by his 
irifirtnity^ from managing his own affairs in per- 
fon, was obliged to entruft them to his brother 
the earl of Fife. Abercromby has denied that 
that priiYce acted as guardian of the kingdom till 
rfiany years after ; but nothing can be more cer- 
tain from records, than that he was ftiled, in- the 
laft year of Tlis father's reign, cu^os r^^/, guar- 
dian of the kingdom. That the earl of Fife has 
not the faifie defigtiation in the deeds' of this 
reign, is equally certain ; and therefore I am in-i 
dined to believe that he only afted as his brot 
ther's fiTd minifter. 

Wc are told that, towards the beginning of 
this, or at the end of the laft reign, William 
Douglas, earl of Nithfdale, having undertaken 
an expedition againft the infidels, went to 
iPriiflia; that is, he joined himfelf with the 
knights of the Teutonic order, who had con- 
quered that country, where he was made ad- 
miral of their fleet. The conferring on him this 
Itonour is faid to have been a difappointment 
to the Englilh lord ClifFord, who fcnt Douglas 
g'^ehallcnge, but contrived, in the mean time, to 

' havQ 
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have him treachcroufly murdered. This earl of ^'^ *3a^ 
Nithfdale had obtained his fam€ by the warlike 
atchievcments he performed in Germany, and 
was the fame to whom the late king Robert 
gave his daughter Giles in marriage, iiotwith- 
ftanding his illegitimacy, oil account of his be- 
ing the moft hardy knight in Europe* 

The tranquillity of Scotland was difturbed at ^^ 
this time by a prince of the royal family. Dun* ^"j-*a« 
can Stuart, fon to Alexander earl of Buchan, *"o»<*««- 
who had died in prifon, where his father had 
Cvinfihed him for burning the cathedral of Mux-* 
ray. This nobleman, whom Buchanan verf 
properly calls the fiercer fon of a fierce father^ 
affembling his followers, under pretence of re* 
venging his father's death, invaded Angus, 
which they laid wafte, partly through brutality, 
and partly for plunder. Walter Ogilvy, the 
flierifF of Angus, and his brother Walter Leigh- 
ton, endeavoured to repel the invaders ; but 
were killed, with fixty of their followers, and 
the rebels remained mailers of the field. The «39»- 
king gave a commiffion to the earl of Crawford 
to fupprefs them, which he foon did, at the head 
of an army; and moft of them were either killed 
or executed. This infurreclion was owing to 
the difability of Robert to manage his affairs in 
liis own perfon. Whatever Buchanan, or writers 
of his principles, may pretend, the Scots of thofe 
days had a moft inviolable attachment to the 
perfon and family of their kings, not from any 
* ridiculous 
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A.D.139X. ridiculous notions they had of their di^dae h^ 
reditary right to their crown, hut becaufe, &v^ 
fince the reign of Robert the firil, they b^ ke^ 
the glorious ftruggles they had made for nar 
tionai liberty, without breaking in upon the 
conlHtution, or committing any of thole z&s o^ 
regal violence, which, to this day, ^Ihonour 
the annals of their neighbouring Idngdoms. 
Their regard for their king, however it might 
preferve them from a6hial rebellion, did M>t 
prevent them from profecuting their fan^ity- 
apimoiities, or, as they are called, feud$,^ a&d it 
mu& be owned, that they were far from haTJag' 
thi? fame regard for the king's authority a$ 
they had for his perfon, for they paid very little 
Reference to his lieutenants. Thus all Scotland, 
at this time, was over-run with family*inii}r>- 
reSions, in which great bloodihed fometimes 
happened, each family having a kind of league 
offenfive and defenfive, with others in the 
neighbourhood. It may be here proper to ol> 
fcrve, that the followers of the earl of Buchaa 
were compofed of the wildeft of all the High- 
landers, and were ftigmatized with the terms of 
Gatterenes, which anfwers to that of banditti, 
yhat fuch a race of men exifted, is certain from 
the records and hiftory of Scotland ; but it i^ 
not fo eafy to account how they received their 
fubfiftence, as they were void of all knowledge 
of agriculture, or the civil aits of life. There i^ 
fome reafon to belidve, that many of them came 

from 
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from the wcftem ifiands; and that tircf , or their a.d. 1^^%. 
anceftorr, had emigrated from the caftem parts 
of Ireland. The landar they inhabited were 
Wver cultivated till tcwards the middle of the 
laft century,' aild, according to the moft ad* 
thentic accouttts we have, tbey lived Bpon the 
blood of cattle^ atid other animal food, of which 
they had plenty; bnt I am far frorn agreeing- to 
ali the idle traditions reported on that head. 

On the fixteerith of Auguft 1392, the trace The truce 
of Lefinghanwas pSroIonged to the twenty- ninth p'^*'*"^*''' 
of September 1 394, and afterwards to Mithael- 
ina$^^l39fl.. The ft^te of Richard's aflfairs, at this 
time. Would have induced him to have entered 
into nearer connexions with Scotland, by a 
family-aBiance j but none fuch coiAd be form- 
ed, and therefore he turned his eyes to France, 
where he was efpoufed to the princefs Ifabel* 
la, that king^s daughter, though fhe was an 
infant. The king of Scotland was compriz- 
ed in all the treaties between him and France, 
as an ally to the latter, as John of the Ifles con- 
tinued to be to the former. 

Such being the ftate of foreign affairs, the its inteftme 
hiftoiy of domeftic feuds becomes now that Of **'^*^* 
Scotland. The earl of Crawford's fuceefs againft 
the Cattarenes, under the earl of Buchan, en- 
couraged Robert to entruft him (Buchanan fayi 
his fon) with a commiffion for fubduing^ othet 
infutgents, who were then difturbing the pea^e 
of the country. Particular mention is made of 

two 
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A. D. 1396. two Highlan<J tribes, the one called the Clatt 
Chattan,and the other the Clan Kay. They vsrerc 
numerous, brave, and barbarous, and the earl 
of Crawford was not without his apprehen* 
fions, that ihould he attempt to fuppreis them 
by force, they might both unite againfl him, 
and thereby occafion a great deal of bloodihed^ 
if not defeat him. After fome confideration^ 
he and Thomas Dunbar, earl of Murray, who 
was joined with him in the commiflion, refolved 
to have recourfe to policy; and, under pretence 
that they were unable to reconcile their dif- 
ferences, they propofed a method by which 
they might be terminated. This was by thirty, 
on each fide, entering themf^lves as champions 
for their refpeclive clans, ^^d deciding their 
differences by the fword, without being allowed 
any other weapon. This propofal, which was 
entirely according to the fpirit of the feudal- 
law, was agreed to on both fides. The king 
and his nobility were to be fpeclators of the 
combat. The conquered clan were to be par- 
doned for all their former offences, and the 
conquerors honoured with the royal favour. 
The north-inch of Perth, a level fpot, fo called 
from being partly furrounded by water, was to 
be the fcene of adion ; but, upon the muflering 
the combatants, it was found that one of them, 
belonging to the clan Chattan, had abfented 
himfelf through fear, and could not be found. 
It was propofed to balance the difference, by 

with- 



O F S C O T L A N D. 169 

withdrawing one of the clan Kay ; but none of a. d. 1396. 
them could be prevailed upon to refign the ho* 
nour and danger of the combat After va- 
rious other expedients failing, one Henry 
Wynd, a fadler, though no way connefted with 
either clan, oflFered to fupply the place of the 
abfentee, upon his receiving a French crown of 
gold (about the value of feven (hillings and 
fix-pence) which was accordingly paid him. 
The encounter was maintained on both fides B»tticof 
with inconceivable fury ; but, at length, by the 
fuperior valour, fl:rength, and Ikill, of Henry 
Wynd, viftory declared herfelf for the Claa 
Chattan. Of them no more than ten, befides 
Wynd, were left alive, and all dangeroufly 
wounded. The combatants of the clan Kay 
were all cut off, excepting one, who remain- 
ed unhurt, threw himfelf into the Tay, and 
efcaped to the oppofite bank. I have been 
the more minute in defcribing this Angular 
combat, as it may give the reader fome idea 
of the charader of the antient clans, and the 
defperate manner in which they engaged in 
their feudal difputes. 

Though Robert as well as Richard was, at '397- 
this time, well difpofed towards peace, yet the 
late truce was but ill obferved. On the fecond Rymcr. 
of Odober new conferences were begun at 
Dumfermling, between Mr. John Shepeye and 
Sir William Elmham, commiffioners for Eng- 
land ; and Sir William Stewart of Jedburgh, ^ "^'^^ 

Vol- III. Z Sir 



170 THE HISTORY 

A. B. 1397. Sir John de Ramorgny, Adam Forrcfter, and 
Patrick de Lumcly, commiffioners for Robert^- 
who, I perceive by the records at this time^ 
gave Richard no other title than that of his 
adverfary of England. The refult of their con- 
ferences were, " That on Monday the tenth of 
March next to come, prince David earl of Car- 
rie, the king's eldeft fon, and with him a bifiiop, 
an earl, a baron, two clerks, two batchelors, 
and an efquire, fliould meet with John duke of 
Guienne and Lancafter, the king of England's 
uncle, who alfo Ihould be attended by a bi&op, 
an earl, a baron, two clerks, two batchelors^ 
and an efquire : That the congrefs ihould be 
kept at Redenbum, Carham, or Handenftank ; 
and that in an amicable manner they fliouId en*- 
deavour to compofe differences, and to repair 
all breaches of the truce concluded at Lelinghen 
in 1 388, and of all others that had been agreed 
to finee that time.'' 

No good reafon can be affigned why the 
Scotch adminiftration, at this jiinchire, fuffered 
Robert to give Richard no higher title than that 
of his adverfary of England, as the latter, by 
this time, had dropped all his family-preten- 
fions to the crown of Scotland, which his 
grandfather had claimed through BalioPs rc- 
fignation, and in his writs defigned Robert 
king of Scotland. They did it, perhaps, by way 
of retaliation, or in compliment to the French 

* _ m 

court. Be this- as it may, we know, that ia 

March 
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March 1398, David. carl of Carrie, the prince a.d. 139ft 
of Scotland, the earl of Fife, Walter bifhop of 
St. Andrew's, David lord Lindfay, and others, 
met with John duke of Aquitain and Lancafter 
(the fanoie who is called John of Gaunt) John 
biihop of St. Afaph, Thomas Piercy earl of Wor- 
cefter, and William Scrope eari of Wilts, at 
Handenftank, where they prolonged the truce 
to 1 599, and made feveral regulations with re- 
gard to the borders. It was particularly or- 
dered, that all prifoners on both fides, taken 
fince the concluiion of the truce at Lelinghen, 
ihould be releafed without ranfom ; becaufe the 
captors on both fides thought that the ranfom 
of priibners were their own property. 

It is to this period that we are to refer the Dukca firft 
firft introdudion of the ducal title into Scot- scoS 
land. It was then common in France and £ng« 
hud, but Robert was not laviih of it upon his 
fubjefts. In Oftober this year, we find the 
prince-royal, who was hitherto called earl of 
Carrie, defigned duke of Rpthefay, (the Scots 
having at that time a tradition, that this was 
the firft caftle which their anceftors poffefled 
in the weftern parts ;) and the earl of Fife was 
created duke of Albany, which is the general 
name for the country held by the Guidels, or 
ancient Caledonians; or, according to others^ 
the old name of Scotland itfelf. 
* The late renewal of the truce having little Anew 
or no cffctl, through the backu^'ardnefsof both ^^^^" 

Z 2 parties 
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A. D. 1398. parties to deliver up their prifoners withotit 
ranfotn, a new congrefs was held in Oftobeir 
by the commiffioners of both kingdoms, Thofc 
for the high and mighty prince Robert, king 
of Scotland (as he is called in the record) ^werc 
Sir William Borthwic, Sir John Ramorgny, 
and Adam Forrefter, Efq, It appears as if a. 
good correfpondence between the two nations 
had been now entirely re-eft ablilhed,; for in 
this new commiffion Robert ftiles Richard the 
high and mighty prince likewife ; and his com* 
miffioners were Sir John Bufly, Sir Henry 
Green, and Laurence Drew, Efq; who agreed 
on the twenty-fixth of Oftober, " Firft, That, 
conformably to the late treaty concluded by 
the dukes of Rothefay and Lancafter, all pri- 
foners fhould be fet at liberty by Hallowday 
next. Secondly, That Adam de Gordon, Wfl- 
liam the Bard, and Adam Franch, being nt>to* 
rious truce-breakers, fhould appear at the next 
day appointed for the meeting of the great 
commiffaries of both realms, under the penalty 
of three thoufand pounds. Thirdly, That in 
regard a great many Scotfmen born had fettled 
themfelves on the marches of England, and 
had fworn fealty to the crown of England ; 
and in the like manner, a great many Englifh-* 
men born had fettled themfelves on the marches 
of Scotland, and. had fworn fealty to the crown 
of Scotland*; and that both thefe were noto- 
rioufly known to be the principal authors qHh 
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all the difturbances that happened in thofe a-d.i39«- 
parts, it was ordained^ that the Scotfinen born 
fliould remove to the fouth fide of the river 
Tyne, and the Englifh as far north as the town 
of Edinburgh. Fourthly, That the duke of 
Rothefay, or fome other great lord of the blood 
of the king of Scotland, and the duke of Lan- 
cafter, or fome other great lord of the blood of 
the king of England, fliould again meet, at 
fuch time and place as both kings fliould think 
fit, to the performance of thefe articles." 

A cuftom at. this time prevailed, which feems CauHmjcw 

introduced 

to have taken rife from the unrulinefs of the bctwc«5ntiic 

two iUAfi- 

borderers; I mean, that of each party, upon doms, 
. the conclufion of a truce, naming cautioners, 
which, in the border terms, are called Borrowis 
(aifi old Englifli term, fignifying a furety) who 
undertook to put it into execution. Thofe 
cautioners were not hoftages, but aded in the 
nature of confervators of the peace, and a kind 
of attornieg, for their fellow-fubjefts, in all 
matters that came under the cognizance of 
border-law. Thofe for the earl of March, who 
was the Scotch warden, were Sir Richard Rli- 
therford, Sir William Stuart, Thomas Turn- 
J)ull, and Robert Lawden The borrowis for 
the Englifli warden were Sir Henry Piercy, el- 
deft fon to the earl of Northumberland ; Gray 
of Horton, Robert Umfreville, aud others. A 
difference at this time happened between the 
'^wo courts, on account of the capture of a 
>" Scotch 
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A. D. i39«. Scotch fliip, on board of which were fomc gen- 
tlemen of diftinftion (particularly Sir John 
Hamilton of Cadyew, anceftor to the prefcfit 
duke of Hamilton;) but upon complaint of 
their attornics, the gentlemen were immedi*' 
ately fet at liberty, the Ihip rcftorcd, and the 
damages made good. 

It muft be acknowledged, that the ftatc of 
*»*if. tranquillity which had been eftabliihed on the 
borders was far from being agreeable to a peo- 
ple ufed to fubfift on plunder; nor were the 
heads of the great family of Douglas fond of 
the new connections which Robert's court had 
formed- with that of Richai'd. They particn^ 
larly difliked the new title of duke which had 
been introduced ; and when it was oflFered to 
the chief of their family, he rejected it "wKol 
difdain. They never had loft fight of ah an* 
cient claim they had upon the caftle of Rox« 
burgh, which was ftill in poffeflion of the Eng* 
lifli ; and this year the fon of the eail of Doug« 
las. Sir William Stuart, and others, brok€ 
down the bridge of Roxburgh, plundered tht 
town, and dcftroyed the forage and corn there 
and in the neighbouring country. Sir Philip 
Stanley, the Englifh governor of Roxburgh^ 
complained of thofe violences, and the of- 
fenders were called upon to anfwer for their 
condud. Sir William Stuart appeared, and 
^ in fome meafure juftified great part of what 
had been done; becaufe, as he alledged, the 

town 
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town and caille of Roxburgh, and its appur- a. d. 13^ 
tcnances, were the heritage of Scotfmen. As 
to the plundering of the town, he faid, it had 
been done by the foldiers againft the intention 
of their leaders; but that being ignorant of 
points of right, he referred himfelf to the lords 
commiflioners ; and he believed his mafter, the 
carl of Douglas, would not refufe to make good 
the damages done by his men. The revolu- 
tion, in which the earl of Northumberland was 
deeply engaged, and which was then forming 
in England againft Richard, employed the at- 
tention of the lords commiffioners too much 
for them to profecute this aflFair, as they un- 
doubtedly would have done at any other time ; 
for we know of no reparation the Engliflx fub- 
jefts obtaitied. 

While thofc matters were difcuffing in the Rctoiiitio* 
eaft borders, a negociation was on foot for the 
weft. Sir William Borthwic and Roger Gor- 
don, Efq; as comniiffioners from Robert, met 
thofe from Richard at . Lochmabafton, where 
they agreed upon the fame terms that had been 
fettled for the eaftern marches. Sir John Skel- 
ton was the Englifli warden, and the earl of 
Douglas the Scotch ; and an equal numbdr of 
borrowis were named for both. Thofe for the 
Scots were Sir John Johnfton, Sir John Carlel, 
Sir William Stuart of Caftlemilk, John of Car- 
^ruthers, Nichol Little, Alexander Armftrong, 
9Ik1 others* Thofe meetings and agreements 

being 
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A.D 139S. being ftill infufficient for fecuring the peac6 of 
m»L viu. the borders, the dukes of Rothcfay and Lan-* 
cafter had another meeting, in which they pro- 
longed the truce to Michaelmas 1 399, in the 
prefence of Sir John Hamilton and Adam For-' 
reft en Richard being every day in expedtation 
of an univerfal infurreftioh againft his perfon 
and government, courted the friendfliip of tlic» 
Scots, at this time, even to abjediion. He 6r-^ 
dered his ambaffadors, if poffible, to conclude' 
a perpetual treaty of peace with Scotland ; and, 
if that was refufed, to prefs the Scots to accede 
to the truce that fubfifted between him and 
his father of France'; and if that propofal was: 
likewife rejefted, that they might be prevailed 
upon to prolong the truce for a certain num- 
ber of years. As this negociation went thro' 
the hands of the duke of Lancafter, father to 
the prince who fooh after mounted the throne 
of England, we arc not to be furprifed that 
it had no effect ; for the revolution took place,^ 
and Richard was dethroned in a manner fo- 
reign to this hiftory. It is fufficient to fay^ 
that though Richard had given the people of 
England vaft provocations, yet the trade of 
England made a furprifing progrefs under him ; 
and that the commons, properly fpeaking, ac- 
quired, in his reign, riches and importance, 
to which they had always before been ftrangers. 
This rendered them impatient under the yoke 
of the barons, who were equally difagreeable 

to 
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to Ricljard ; and th^y enabled him to deftroy a. d. 1398, 
the greateft and moft popular noblemen in his 
dominions. After this, Richard, who had all 
the advantages of a fine figure and graceful 
addrefs, befides his being the fon and grand- 
fon of their two beloved princes, might have 
fet himfelf above the laws, which he undoubt- 
edly intended to have done, had not the com- 
mons of England found themfelves in a more 
miferable fituation under his worthlefs favour- 
ites, than they had ever been under their own 
proud barons. They therefore joined the lat- 
ter againft him ; and John of Ghent, the old 
duke of Lancafter, dying at the crifis of the 
revolution, his fon fucceeded Richard, under 
the title of Henry the Fourth. 

The Scotch patriots of thofe days, and long ^hc war 
before, thought it a capital point of their duty '*^°«^«^ 
to take advantage of all the diftrefies of the 
Eng^yiih ; nor in this can they be blamed^ when 
the provocations they received are confidered. 
This was the time reafon why all the advances 
of Richard and his government for a definitive 
peace, or a long truce with the Scots, were 
difregarded; and no iboner did they hear of 
Richard's cataftrophe, than they refolved to 
avail themfelves of the jundure, the term of 
the late truce being now expired. While 
the parliament which had depofed Edward 
was iitting, the Scots invaded England, took 
and demoliflied the caftle of Wark, and laid 
Voju. III. A a the 
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A. D. 1398. the neighbouring country under contribu* 
tion. The name of the Scotch general in this 
expedition has not come to our hands. All 
we know is, that Sir Thomas Gray was then 
govenior of Wark ; and, at the time the caftle 
v^'^s retaken, abfent on his duty in parliament. 
The fituation of Henry's affairs did not admit 
his flic wing a fui table refcntment at this infult. 
All he did was to nominate his brother, the 
earl of Weftmoreland, if poffible, to treat with 
the Scots about a peace, or a truce ; and if that 
could not be obtained, to make a mutual agree-^ 
ment, that the towns of Dumfries in Scotland, 
and Penrith in England, fliould be free from 
hoftilities during the war. The Scots paid na 
regard to this propofal ; and being encouraged 
by the court of France, who refented Richard's 
depofition, they renewed their ravages in Eng- 
land. The earl of Weftmoreland's negociation, 
in the mean time, was not wholly laid afide; 
for I find, that towards the latter end of the 
year, Sir Thomas Gray, Allan of Newark, and 

ibid. ' Jerico d'Artois, had a commiffion from Henry- 

^*"^* to continue the conferences. 

Danger of The invafious of the Scots, and their dcpre- 

th. En^iiih, Nations in England ftill continuing, Henry fum- 
moned his council in the beginning of the 
i^co. year 1400, to deliberate upon the means of 
repelling the invafion, and providing againft a 
war with France. This council was compofed 
of the lords fpiritual and temporal, who thought 

it . 
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it improper, in the then fituation.of affairs, a. 0.14x30. 
to fummon a parliament j and refolved to take 
the war upon themfelvcs, according to* j^ rated 
proportion, for at leaft a quarter of a year. 
Thfe earfs of Northunjberland and Weftmore- 
land undertook each for ninety men at arnas, 
and twenty archers; and the other noblemen, 
according to their refpeftive abilities. I men- 
tion thofe particulars, to prove the danger in 
which the Englifh government thought their 
nation, at that period, from the inroads of the 
Scots, ^s they durft not venture to wait for 
the regular affembling of a parliament. Un- 
happily for the Scots, they were miferably di- 
vided, at this time, among themfelves ; and oftheScou! 
they could not unite fo as to make an efFeftual 
advantage of the fituation of Henry's govern- 
ment, to which they were invited by every 
circumftaiice. During their late truces, they 
had cultivated a correfpondence with England; ^ 
and we are told by their hiftorians, without 
being contradicted by the English, that there 
was an intercourfe of vifits between the two 
natioris, chiefly to difplay the abilities of their 
fubjecls in chivalry. The earl of Crawford, the 
mofl: renowned of the Scotch knights, now that 
the earl of Nithfdale was no more, tilted \yith 
the lord Wells of England, upon or near the 
bridge of London, and fat fo firm in his feat, 
that the fpeclators called out, ** he was locked 
in his faddlc." The earl, upon this, nimbly 

' A a 2 vaulted 
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A. D. 1400. vaulted from his fieed» and remounting him, 
unhorfbd his antagonift. The reputation which 
this atchieveraent. brought to Scotch chivalry 
was fo great, that the earl, of Crawford^-on 
Aber. his return home, laid a fund for feven priefi^ 
crom y. tcifing for him in the Virgin Mary's chUTdh at 
Dundee, to the honour of St. George, becaufe 
on his day he, had obtained his vifl[ory over 
the lord Wells, I omit many other circum* 
fiances recorded by hiftorians of both nations, 
at the fame time, in honour of the Scotch nation. 
The^r . The hiftories and archives of England are 

Zfth'lL niuch better evidences than thofe that hav^ 
Enghih. lyecn prcfcrvcd in Scotland to prove, that du** 
ring this and the late reign, the Scots had been 
perpetually labouring to be put on the £imc 
footing with the Englilh in every refpeft. They 
attained it with regard to their independency* 
They more than attained it in military exploits ; 
and nothing but their unhappy divifions could, 
at this. critical junfture, have prevented their 
refuming all the importance they had in the 
moft fliining period of their hiftory, even to the 
recovering the ancient heritage of tbfir princes 
in England. Their king, it is true, was weak 
and infiirm, but he was tracbble ; he had ex- 
cellent generals, and Ws brewer, the duke 
of Albany, who is faid to ^have been then 
replaced in his poft of regent,^ had ihewH 
Abilities fufficient tp qualify him for that great 
employment. But thofc advantages Were ^ 
fpcrtcd away by civil diffcnfiops. 
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Henry the fourth of Englal^d^ like his prede^ a. d« 1400(1 
ceffors, had ackiiowied|;ed the earl ofRofs for ibid,* 
his ally ; and he and his fa^dther Johii had paid Me'rte^ 
a vifit to England, with an hundred hotfe in thc's^ 
their retinue. Even this was a favourable cir- "^^^ 
cumftance far the Scotch government, as no* 
thing could give their nobility greater difguft 
at the Englifli, than their encouraging and pa- 
tronisiing that rebel. The weakneft of the 
heads of the royal family threw away all the 
benefit that might have been derived to them* 
felves and their fubjects by fo favourable a con- 
currerlce of circumftances. I fufpefl^ indeed^ 
that the duke of Albany^ and the other leading 
noblemen of Scotland, had, at that time, left 
the king very little more than a nominal autho* 
rity in his own dominions f and that both he 
and the duke of Rothefay, whofe education 
had been neg^efled, were juft furnifhed with 
the means of gratifying themfelves in an iiido^ 
lent, and, for that age, luxurious, eourfe of 
life. That duke, the heir apparent of the 
crown, was now grown up to nian's eftate i 
and his father is faid to have put up his mar-r 
riage at aiyftion to the befi price; The earl 
of March was the higheft bidder for his daugh- 
ter, and advanced a confiderable fum iu ready 
money, on condition of her becoming the 
royal iHide. A fecret jealoufy had long fub- 
jified between his family and that of Doug^ 
y^i but tljy^ merits of th& latter, with regard 
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A.D»i4oo. to Scotland, infinitely preponderated thofe of 
the former, whofe anceftors had often fided 
with the kings of England, to whom, I am in- 
clined to believe, they owed their rife. Doug- 
las, difdaining at once the mercenary views of 
the marriage, and that his rival's family Ihoidd 
be preferred in the royal nuptials, very pro- 
perly oppofed fo fordid a match, and infilled 
upon the ftates of Scotland being confulted 
in an a^air that was fo intimately conneftcd 
with the honour and welfare of their country. 
, Thus far the conduct: of Douglas was fpecious 
and patriotic; but it foon appeared, that it 
was not quite fo difinterefted as he pretended. 
He had himfelf a daughter, the lady Margery 
Douglas, whom he wanted to prefer to his 
prince's bed. So degenerated was the court 
of Scotland, at this time, that neither the 
king nor the duke of Rothefey oppofed the 
propofal of a new match, becaufe it was to be 
purchafed with a frefli fum; and they even re- 
fufed to indemnify the earl of ^arch for the 
mo^ey he had already advanced. 
Revolt of '^^^ duke of Albany, though a royal, was 
jwSrc"^ °^ ^^ interefted, prince; and fiding with Douglas^ 
a council of the nobility was privately affem- 
bled, which annulled the contraft of the lady 
Elizabeth Dunbar, the earl of March's daugh- 
ter, in favour of the lady Margery, daughter 
to the earl of Douglas ; but without either the 
Jdng or they taking any meafurcs for repaying 

to 
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po the earl of March his hioney. The cohtinu- a. d. 1400. 
ator of Fordun^ to whofe authority I ttiuli pay 
great deference, fays, that the earl oif Douglas 
paid a larger fum for Tiis daughter's fortune 
than that which had been advanced ty the 
earl of March, ind that this earPs daughter 
was married to the dufee of Rothefay ; that 
before the marriage was celebrated, Match de- 
manded that the money he had advanced 
ihould be rcimburfed ; btit receiving an unfatif- 
faclory anfwer, he declared that, as the king had 
not fulfilled his bargain, he would bring iinex- 
pefted calamities upon the country. He ac- 
cording procured a fafe-guard from Henry, and 
fled to England, leaving his caftle of Dunbar to 
the cuftody of his nephew Robert Maitland, 
who foon after put it into the hands of the earl 
of Douglas, who is called in hiftory Archibald 
the Grim, from the fternnefs of his vifage. 

So valuable an acquifition as the Scotch earl w^«*nten 

* into the 

of March, delivered Henry from great part of EngHA fef- 
his inquietude, with regard to Scotland. Ro- 
bert fent ambafladors, demanding that he would 
deliver up his fubjed, but the requeft was dif- 
regarded. The earl of March, on the other 
hand, demanded re-poffeffion of his caftle, and 
pleaded that he had committed no ad of trca- 
fon, but that he had repaired to England under 
a fafe-conduft, to negotiate his private affairs. 
This requeft was likewife difregarded, and he 

fent 
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A.D. 1400. fent for all his family and followers to England^ 
where they joined him in great numbers. 

A new war. Thofe proceedings unavoidably produced a^ 
war between the two kingdoms; and the earl of 
Marchy with the Hotfpur Henry Piercy, invaded 
Scotland, penetrating as far as Hadington^ car- 
rying off great numbers of the inhabitants into 
captivity, with their effefts. From thence they 
went to Peebles, and then to Linton, ravaging 
wherever they came. They next befieged the 
caftle of Hales, and took feveral of the neigh- 
bouring forts. The earl of Douglas, or^ as I 
am more apt to believe, his fon *, was then at 
Edinburgh ; and having raifcd an army, he ad- 
vanced to the relief of his father's eftates : but 
the very name ef Douglas ftruck the earl of 
March and the Engliih with fuch difitiay, that 
they made a preciptate retreat to Berwic, where 
they were purfued to its very gates. Accord- 
ing to the continuator of Fordun, the Scots 
even entered them, (for the caftle and town 
were quite diftincl) and carried from thence the 
lance and banner of the lord Thomas Talbot^ 
with a number of prifoners. Sir Robert Logan, 
the Scotch admiral, was then at fea with a fqua« 
dron, but mifcarried in an attempt he made 

* He is called by the continuator of Fordun Magiftcr de Dou«* 
glas, or the matter of Douglas, a term which is to this day appro- 
priated to the eldeil fon of every Scotch lord ; and I do not find 

. that the cuftom of taking a father's fpare title of honour waft yet 

.1 in ufe in Scotland or England, 

upon 
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tipon fome Englilh fhips of war that protefted a. p. ij^ 
their fleet when fifliing upon the coaft of Scot* 
land The Englilh, after this, plundered fome 
of the Orkney Iflands, then belonging . to the 
crown of Norway, but governed, or rather 
farmed, by Sinclair, the Scotch ead of Orkney 
and Caithneis. 

This year died Archibald the Grim, earl of Death of tht 

-r\ 1 r 1 n r- *^*'^ of Doo- 

Douglas, one of the greateft fubjeds, as well gias. 
as the beft generals, at that tinae in Britain. 
He was fucceeded by a fon of the fame name, 
who inherited all his father's courage, and an- 
tipathy to the Englifli. The earl of March, all 
this time, continued under the king of Eng- 
land's protection. He had received repeated in- 
vitations to return to his allegiance; but all of 
them being rejected, he was proclaimed a trai- 
tbr, and the Scotch governor formally demand- 
ed his being delivered up by Henry, which was 
not only refufed, but Henry renewed the league 
with the lord of the Ifles. The king of France, 
at this time, was far gone in a frenzy, and his 
minifters durft not venture upon any vigorous 
meafures to fupport the Scots, who were there- 
by obliged to depend on themfelves. Henry 
pretended that he had intercepted fome letters,. 
in which the Scotch regency called him a trai- 
tor in the higheft degree; and he alledged this 
as one of the reafons why he protected not 
only the earl of March, but the lord of the Ifles; 
and made great preparations for invading Scot- 
VoL.in. Bb land 
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A.D. x4ob. land. This was a meafure far from being agree* 
able to Henry's politics, had it not been didat* 
cd by the divided ftate of Scotland at this tim^ 
with the inability of France to affift lier^ and 8» 
more powerful motive perhaps than both, kis« 
diilike and jealoufy of the Piercy family and it& 
greatnefs. They had taken upon them&lves: 
the war with Scotland, but Henry refolved to 
fnatch it out of their hands ; and on the niath 
of June, he ftimmoned all the military power of ■ 
England to meet him at York. On the eigh- 
teenth of the fame month, orders were iflued 
for protefting the French ihipping, and that o£ 
all other nations, except the Scots. The reader 
is here to obferve, that Henry, and the Engliih^ 
had accufed the Scots of breaking the tnice^ 
becaufe it fiill fubfifted between them and 
France. The Scots, on the other hand, pleaded 
that they were not included in that treaty, and> 
that they were to be determined only by the' 
laft fpecial truce between them and the Engliihr 
which wa^ now expired. 
UfMuft On the twenty-fifth of July, the earl of 

iii^Engiiih, March renounced his homage, fealty andfervice 
to the king of Scotland, and transferred them 
to Henry by a formal indenture; for which he: 
was rewarded by a penfion of five hundred - 
marks fterling, granted to himfelf and his wife* 
Ghriftian, upon the lordfliip of Somerton in. 
Lincolnfliire, and the cuftoms of St. Botolph.- 
He likewife gave him the n\p.nor of Clipeitone 
• •■ -.rv • . '•.. in 
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in Sherwood foreft. Henry then revived the a. d. 1400^ 
ridiculous claim of homage due from the Scotch 
crown to that of England, with all the demands 
of fuperiority that had been ^made by the three 
Edwards, and even fent a letter to Robert, and 
another to his prelates and nobility, requiring ^^^. 
them to meet him at Edinburgh by the twenty- 
third of Auguft, in order to pay the homage due 
to him as their fupcrior and direft lord : " For, 
faid he, fince the time of Locrinus,.the fon of 
Brutus, the kings of Scotland did homage to 
thofis of Britain and England, as did lately king 
William the fecond, and John his fon ; king 
Alexander to Henry the third, and Edward the 
firft ; John Baliol to the fame king Edward the 
firft, and Edward Baliol to Edward the third.^* 
The very mention of this claim fufficiently con* 
futes it ; but indeed it is pretty difficult to ac- 
count for the conduft of Henry, the braveft and 
moft politic prince of his age, on this occalion, 
without fuppofing that he aftually had the con- 
queft of Scotland in his eye. 

He had many inducements to hope for this, who medi- 
He was at peace with France, from whence he qu^ftofscou 
knew he could not be hurt ; he was afraid of 
the Piercy family, with whom he had many dif- 
ferences, and who might have afted the fame 
part as the earl of March had done, by throwing / 

themfelves under the proteftion of the Scoti, 
had they been out-lawed in England ; but above 

all, the weaknefs of the Scotch government, 

B b 2 the 
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(i.D. 1400. the divided ftate of their royal family, and the, 
diflentions among their great noblemen, might 
have flattered him into the hopes of entirely 
fubduing Scotland. We cannot otherwife ac* 
count for the great preparations he made not 
only by land, but by fea, where his fleet attend- 
ed, to fupply his army with provifions. Be- 
fore he began his march, he received a letter 
from the duke of Rbthefay, a prince of a fpirit 
too high for his father's degenerate court, full 
of reproaches and indignation at the two.indQ- 
cent prefumptuous letters which Henry had ad- 
drcfled to Robert and his nobility. Such a let- 
ter, however unguarded its expreflions might 
have been, came with the greateft propriety 
from the heir of a crown, which was on the 
head of a prince guided by a defigning brother, 
and influenced by worthlefs favourites. The 
letter was addrefled by the duke to his adver- 
fary of England, the Scots not having yet re- 
cogni:?ed Henry's title to the Englifti crown; 
and towards the end of it, the duke, according 
to the manner of the times, gallantly defired 
Henry to avoid the efi*ufion of Chriftian blood, 
to fight him in perfon with two, three, or a 
hundred noblemen of a fide. This inconfide- 
rate challenge drew no other anfwer from 
Henry than the following cool repartee, ** that 
he was furprlfed the duke of Rothefay fliould 
corifide'r noble blood as not being Chriftian, 
iince he defirqd the effufion of thq one and not 

of 
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of the other." He was then on his march, and a,d, 14011, 
he arrived at Leith the very day on Which he 
had appointed the Scotch nobility to ipeet him 
and pay him their homage, and to conclude a 
peace; between the two crowns. Hi? march had 
been eafy to the country of Scotland, where he 
aflFeded the greateft lenity ; and he granted his 
proteftion ^ to every inhabitant who defired it^ 
for his houfe, caftle, family, or fortune. In aU 
probability, he expefted to have been joined by 
a number of the difcontented Scots; and he un- 
doubtedly flattered the Englifh with a promifc 
of raifing the power and glory of their country 
to a higher pitch than it had ever been known 
under the Edwards. 

It was under this pretext that he had feized King 
the immenfe fum of three hundred and fifty vi^ 
thoufand pounds in ready money, befides as 
much in plate and jewels, that had been left by 
Richard in the royal treafury ; and had raifed 
vaft contributions, not only from the prelates 
and nobility of the kingdom, but from the 
cities and great towns. Finding that neither his 
vaft preparations, nor the intereft of the earl 
of March, had brought any of the Scots to his 
ftandard, he formed the fiege of Edinburgh- 
caftle, which was defended by the duke of 
Hothefay, and (as fome fay) the earl of Dou- 

* This was done by giving them a piece of painted cloth, 
which I fuppofe qontaincd the arms of England, to be af&ced to 
tbeii-'dweUiugs. 

glas. 
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A»D.i4oo. glas. The duke of Albany was theft in tlie 
field with an anny; and he is^accufed^ with too 
great a &ew of probability, widi the moft trat* 
torous deiigns, though I can find no room for 
fuppofing he had a correfpondence with Henry. 
The latter met with a brave refiftance from the 
duke of Rothefay, and received a letter from the 
duke of Albany, promiiing that, if he uROuld re- 
main where he was for fix days, he would give 
him battle, and force him to raife the ^g^9 or 
lofe his life. The duke was then at Calder* 
muir ; and Henry was fo pleafed with his letter, 
that he prefented the herald whp de^vered it 
with his upper garment, and a chain: of gold, 
promifing, on his royal word, that he would re- 
xhain where he was till the appointed day. The 
duke of Albany's condud:, on this^ occafion, is 
indefenfible. He was himfeif at the head of an 
army, and at liberty to fight or retire as he 
pleafed ; while his nephew the prince-royal was 
Ihut up in a cafl:le, which might have been 
taken by ftorm ; and the prince, brave and in- 
confiderate as he was, might have been put to 
the fword in the aftion. The duke of Albany's 
conduct proved that this was his expectation 
and defire, for he fuffered the fix days to expire 
without making the fmalleft attempt upon the 
Engljfli army. 

Henry^s ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Albany loft his honour, but 

joHtcbc Henry gained no laurels by this expedition. 

He behaved, however, towards the Scots who 

were 
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were not in arms with humanity and politenels, a. a i«oow 
nay, with a&biiity, VTIieA two of the canons 
of the abbey. of Holyfood4<9tife came to im- 
plore his prdifeSiKm (6t ihclt monaftery, he 
received them with a moft £imtliar tair, tohi 
them, tiiat it wag not his intention to injure 
any reUgious place, and fai^ left an houfe where 
his father hatd been fo hbfpitably entertained ; 
that he was hin^elf half a Scotfman, being re- 
lated to the Cnmmings by the mother; and 
that he never woiild have invlded the country, 
had he not intercepted letters addrefled to the 
com-t of France, in which the duke of Rothe- 
fay called him a traitor. This lenity and mo- 
deration in Henry was fecretly occaiioned by - 
the diftrefied ftate of his affairs at this time. 
He had been induced to believe, that he could 
cafily take the caftle of Edinburgh; but he 
found it defended with the grcateft Ikill and 
valour by the duke of Rothefay ; and he re- 
ceived intelligence, that the Welch were on 
the eve of a rebellion, under the famous Owen 
Glendower, the Wallace of his country. He 
knew that many of the Englilh were highly 
diflatisfied with his title to the crown, and 
that his peaceable poffcffion of it depended upon * 
the moderation of the earl of March, an un- 
ambitious nobleman, but the real heir to the 
murdered Richard, He had feen the general 
inclination of the people, in the joy they en- 
tertained at hearing that Richard was ftill alive 

m 
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A.D.Mao. in Scotland, where an impoftor, under thaic 
name^ undoubtedly appeared about this time^ 
and gained a coniiderable foUowiqg from the 
north . of England. All thofc, and many other 
confiderations, determined Henry, at all events, 
to raife the fiegc of Edinburgh-caftle, and re- 
turn to England. He therefore concluded a 
truce, which was to laft fix weeks, from the 
ninth of November ; and it was prolonged, I 
know not for whit time, but probably for a 
year, on the firft of December, by the com- 
miffioncrs of the two crowns, who met at Kelfo* 
• It does great honour to the Scotch hif- 
torians, that they unanimoufly praife the 
moderation and generofity of Henry during 
this expedition ; but the year 1401 proved one 
of the moft fatal Scotland had ever feen. The 
death of the earl of Douglas the Grim was fe- 
veiely felt by his countrymen, on account 
not only of his valour, but his zeal for pfe- 
ferving the public tranquility, and impreffing 
them with the rcfpecl that was due to the royal 
a:uthority. He was furvived but a fliort time 
by Walter Trail, archbifliop of St. Andrew's, 
a prelate of great weight likewife, and a moft 
excellent patriot Queen Annabella, a woman of 
exemplary virtue and prudence, ftill remained, 
and tempered the bad humour which flie faw 
arifing among the branches of the royal family; 
but this year flie died. The duke of Rothefay 
is faid to have been reftrained by her in that 

natural 
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natural impetuofity of temper of which he is a. a 1401, 
accufed by hiftorians ; but I think without 
proof, when his fituation and provocations are 
confidered. His brave defence of the caftle of 
Edinburgh againft an army that was thought 
irrefiftable, and commanded by one of the bed 
generals of that age, had undoubtedly given 
him great credit with his father's fubjecls, and 
ftung the duke of Albany. As to the king 
himfelf, it is allowed, on all hands, that he was 
quite fequeftered from the world, oppreffed with 
infirmities ; and he was fo little confidered, that 
we know not the place of his refidence during 
the late invafion. There fcarcely can be a queC- 
tion, that, after the queen's death, he was en- 
tirely under the guidance and dire<Etion of his 
brother, the ambitious duke of Albany, who 
gave him the mofl: difadvantageous impreflions 
of his fon, the duke of Rothefay. He had, du- 
ring the queen's life-time, accufed him of being 
difllpated and unruly ; and the king had ap- 
pointed certain noblemen to check and regulate 
his conduft. The continuator of Fordun fays, 
that they excufed themfclves from this oflice, 
becaufe they were unable to manage the duke; 
but I am inclined to believe that they fdund he 
required no reftraint, and that the excefles with 
which he was blamed, were no other than the 
exertions of a fpirit becoming his fituation and 
dignity. That this was the cafe, muft appear 
from his being entrufted with the defence o£ 
:. Voi,. IIL C c Edin- 
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A. D. 1401. Edinburgh-caftle, in which it is probable that 
the king himfelf was fiiut up,, as it is certain- 
that moft of the Scotch peers, by fouth the Forth, 
were. The only charges fpecified againft hini, 
is his having debauched, under promife of 
marriage, the daughter of William Lindfay of 
Roffy, and refufing to marry the daughter of 
the earl of March. As to the former chaise, 
we know of nothing to fupport it; and if the lat- 
ter was true, it only Ihewed that he was refolv^d- 
not to be difpofed of in the way of bargain and' 
fale, by a corrupt degenerate court ; but adoiit* 
ting, upon the whole, that he was guilty of fome 
amorous exceffes, they never can juftify any 
part of the horrible fcene I am now to unfold. ' 
One Ramorgny, a man of the vileft principles, 
but an attendant upon the duke of Rothefay, 
had won his confidence; and perceiving how 
much that prince refented the conduft of his 
uncle the duke of Albany, Ramorgny had the 
villainy to fuggeft to the prince the difpatching* 
him by affaflination. The. prince rejefted this 
infamous propofal with fuch horror and dif- 
pleafure, that the villain, being afraid he would 
difclofe it to the duke of Albany, informed the 
latter, under the feal of the moft inviolable fe- 
crecy, that the prince intended to murder him ; 
upon which the duke, and William Lindfay of 
Rothefay, his affociate in the treafon, refolved 
upon the prince's death. By praclifing upon- 
the doating king, Lindfay and Ramorgny ob- 
tained 
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tained a writ direfted to the duke of Albany, a.d. i4or. 
impowering him to arreft his fon, and to keep 
him under reftraint, in order for his amend- 
ment. The fame traitors had previoufly pof- 
feffed the prince with an apprehenfion that hi? 
life was in danger, and had perfi^iaded him tp 
feize the caftle of St. Andrew's, and to keep' 
pofleffion of it during the vacancy of that fee, 
Robert had nominated one of his baftard bre- 
thren, who was then deacon of St. Andrew^ 
to that biiOiopric ; but being a perfon no way 
fitted for fuch a dignity, he declined the ho- 
nour, and the chapter refufed to eleft any other 
during his life-time ; fo that the prince had a 
profpc£t of poffefEng the caftle for fome time. 
He was riding thither with a fmall attendance, 
when he was arretted between the towns of 
Nidi and Stratirum (according to the continua? 
tor of Fordun) and hurried to the very caftle 
of which he was preparing to take poffeffion. 

The duke of Albany, and the carl of Dou- 
glas, who was likewife the prince's enemy, were 
then at Culros waiting the event of th6ir de- 
teftable confpiracy, of which they were no 
fooner informed, than they ordered a ftrong 
body of ruffians to carry the royal captive from 
the caftle of St. Andrew's, which they did, after 
cloathing him in a ruftet cloak, mounting him 
on a very forry horfe, and committing him to the 
cuftody of two execrable wretches, John Selkirk 
and John Wright, who were ordered by the 

C c '2 duke 
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A. p. 1401. duke of Albany to ftarve him to xieath. AC'^ 
^ai^fiwvcd cording to Buchanan, his fate was for fome 
to death, ^jjj^g prolonged by the compaffion of one of his 

keeper's daughters, who thruft thin oat-cakes 
through the chinks of his prifon walls, and by 
a woman who, being a wet nurfe> found means 
to convey part of her milk to him through a 
fmall tube. Both thofe charitable females were 
detefted and put to death ; the young lady's 
inhuman father being himfelf the profecutor; 
^nd the prince himfelf died a few days after, 
on Eafter-Eve, his hunger having impelled him 
to devour part of his own flefh. He was buried 
in the church of Lindores, and feveral circum* 
fiances incline me to believe him innocent, as to 
the atrocious crimes with which he was charg-^ 
ed. That the country people thought him a 
martyr to his uncle's ambition, appears by their 
pretending that miracles were wrought at his 
tomb; a compliment they never would have 
paid to the memory of lewdnefs and brutality, 
even in a prince. A ftronger circumftance ftill 
occurs in his favour, for certain barbarous Latin 
lines were produced, in which his crimes and 
fate were foretold by Thomas Learmond, the 
rhyming prophet of Scotland ^, who had been 
dead above a hundred years before, a forgery 
that muft have been hatched in the brains of 

* Pfalletur geftis David luxuria fcftis. 
Quod tenet \ixores UKore fua meliores. 
pendent mores regains, perdet honorea. 

tie 
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the Drince's enemies, to blacken him, and con- a. 0.1401. 

^ ... and his me- 

ceal their own parricide. mory wack- 

Robert was a long time ignorant of his fon's a fnih w«r 
deteftable murder, and gave way to the renew- bS^dc^ 
ing hoftilities with England, the truce being 
then expired. Henry had fent a commiffion to 
the earls of Northumberland and Weftmore- 
land, to offer the Scots any terms they could 
reafonably defire ; but every propofal for an ac- viii. p, 
commocjation was rejefted. The earl of March *^^' 
and his fon Gawin Dunbar were ftill in Eng- 
land, and had received an additional penfion 
from Henry, on condition of their keeping on 
foot a certain number of light troops, to aft 
againft the Scots upon the borders. Thefe prov- 
ed extremely troublefome, and fometimes car- 
ried off a vaft booty, befides putting the de- 
fencelefs inhabitants to the fword. The earl 
of Douglas took the field againft them ; and by 
dividing his men into fmall parties, he repreffed 
thofe depredations; and the commander of one 
of thofe, Thomas Haliburton of Dirleton, even 
made inroads into England as far as Bam- 
borough, from whence he carried back a large 
booty. This encouraged another chieftain, 
Patric Hepburn the younger, of Hales, to try 
his fortune in the fame manner, in which he was 
feconded by a band of gallant youths raifed in 
Lothian, and the Merfe. Hepburn penetrated 
farther ftill than Haliburton had done, into Eng- 
land, wh^re he remained too long, againft the 

advice 
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A.D. 1401. advice of his officers ; for the carl of March, had 
leifure to raife a body of men, with which he 
intercepted their return, at a place called Nifbct- 
muir, or, as the Englifli call it, Wcftern-Nilb^t, 
They pretend (but I believe eroneoufly) that 
the carl of Northumberland and hi» fon, the 
HotfpurPiercy, commanded in the fame army# 
It is certain, that a moft bloody encounter ctifu- 
cd, in which the Engliih were on the point of a 
total rout, when they were reinforced by a frefli 
body of men under young Dunbar, who turned 
the fortune of the day, and the Scots were de- 

J^JX' feated. Their leader Hepburn was killed ia the 
field, with a number of other brave men, aiHl 
fcarcely a Scotchman efcaped without a wound. 
Sir John Haliburton, and his brother Sir Tho* 
mas, Sir Robert Lawder of Bafs, Sir John and 
Sir William Cockburn, with many other gentle- 
men, were made prifoners ; and the flower of 
the Lothian youth were cut off. The two 
Haliburtons were fufFered to return home, but 
they died fbon after of dyfenteries. 

The earl of Douglas was then governor of the. 
cafiles of Edinburgh and Dunbar ; and he ap* 
plied to the duke of Albany to aflift him in re- 
venging this lofs. The duke accordingly fur- 
nifhed him with a body of men, amounting, ac- 
cording to the Englifli, to twenty thoufand ; 
Buchanan fays ten thoufand, and the continu- 
ator of Fordun admits of thirteen thoufand* 
The duke of Albany, at the fajne time, to ex- 

prefs 
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prefs his. zeal for the common caufe, fent his A.D.t^o^ 
fon Murdoc to ferve under the earl, as did the 
carls of Murray, Angus, Orkney, and many 
others of the chief nobility, and eighty knights. 
This army broke into Northumberland and 
Cumberland, and carried its ravages to the 
v/Ms of Newcaftlc, before the Piercies and the 
Englifh wardens could affemble a body of troops * 

to oppofe them. This expedition was very ill 
conducted by the Scots; for they fufFered the 
Englifli generals to cut off their retreat, by 
getting between them and their own country* defeated 
Both armies met at Homeldon-hill, near Jo"^"***" 
Wooler, and both drew up in order of battle. 
The Scots upon the brow of the hill, by which 
they were expofed to the Englifli archers, and 
the Englifh on the plain ground. Piercy was 
.for rulhing upon the Scots fword in hand ; but 
the carl of March, laying hold of his bridle, ftopt 
him, and advifed him to obferve the difadvan- 
tageous fituation of their enemies, and what a 
fair objeft they prefented to the Englifh long 
bows. The battle accordingly began by a moft 
dreadful difcharge of arrows fent by the archei^, 
which killed an incredible number of Scots. 
who remained ftill drawn up on the hill. The 
continuator of Fordun, who feems to have been 
prefcnt in the battle, acquaints us here with a 
moft extraordinary fad, which refleds the 
higheft honour upoii Scotch knighthood. He 
iaysj that Sir John Swinton called out aloud to 

his 



200 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1402. his fellow-foldiers, no longer to fiand the un- 
aclive marks of the Englifli archers, but to ruih 
down with him' up6n the enemy. His ivords 
were over-heard by his capital foe, Adam Gor- 
don, with whom he and his train Tfever met 
but they fought ; but Gordon, on this occafion, 
threw himfelf upon his knees before Swinton, 
alked his forgivenefs, and begged thc/hohour 
of knighthood from the moft accompli£hed 
knight in all Britain. This being granted," the 
two rivals embraced each other, and ruihing. 
down the hill, with no more than a hun- 
dred followers, they broke the Englifli ranks 
with amazing flaughter ; but being furrounded 
and unfeconded, they themfelves, and every one 
of their gallant band, were cut in pieces. •*. It 
was believed, (fays one of the continuators of 
Fordun) and I have read that the Englifli them- 
felves have fworn, that if the Scots who. ftood 
upon the hill had behaved as bravely iais the' ' 
handful under Swinton did, they muft have ob-. 
tained a complete viftory.'^ 
j^^^ ^^ That, however, was far from being the cafe, 

feoth fides, for after the dreadful flaughter made by the 
Englifli aixhers, the Scots could make but a 
very ineflecluaL refiftance. The earl of Dou- 
glas loft an eye, and having received five 
wounds,* was niade a prifoner, together with 
Murdoc, who is deiigned earl of Fife, the duke 
of Albany's eldeff fori, with the earls of Mur- 
xay, Angus, Orkney, the lords Montgomery^ 
' Erfkine, 
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ErfkiAe, Graham, eighty kiiights, and fuch a a.d, i^o** 
number of efquires and common men, as 
amounted, in tb6 wholi^ if we arc to believe 
the Englifii authots, to ten thoufand. The 
names of the chief gentlemen who were killed 
with Swinton and Gordon, ought to be religi- 
oully preferved* Thefo were Sir John Living* 
fione of Kalendar, Sir Alexander Ramfay of 
DilhoUfey, Sir Walter Sinclair, Roger Gordon, 
and Walter Scot The lofe of the Engliih was 
too inconiiderable, to be particularly mention* 
cd. The Englifli cOntintied the Jmrfuit^ and 
many of the Scots perifiicd in the Tyne. The 
continuatOi" of Fordufl, befides the lift already 
fiieadoned, giv^ u^ the names of the follow-^ 
ing prifoners, which I flulU here infcrt, as they 
are the progenitors of dfiany illufirious families 
ftill in being ; Robert Erikine of Alloway, Wil-* 
liaif) Abernethy of Salton, James Douglas, maf^ 
ter of Dalkeith, and his two brothers, Williani 
Erth (perhaps Airth) with Hugh his fon and 
heir, John Stewart of Lotn, John S^ton of Se^ 
ton, William Sifickhr of Hermafifton (called 
Hildermanfton), James Sinclair of Lankermacus, 
with his fon John, Patric Dunbar of B^lc, Roget 
Lefley of Rothes, Alexander Hum0 of Dou* 
glas, Adam Forr^fter of Corftoj^phi]^, WilliaiA 
Stewaf t of Angus, Robert Stewart of Durifdeer, 
Wa^tci' Big^ton of Luffuofe, Robert Logan of 
Laftalryk, John Ranfifey of Greftock, Elias Kir- 
DaJbittQuth, LawroDce Ramfby of Clatty, JohA 
yph.lll Dd Ker 
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A. D. 1402. Ker of Samuelftone, Francis Mackowal of Calla* 

way, and many others. 
. . . . . Soon after this battle, fo fatal to Scotland, 

A breach in ' ' 

thcEngiifli Henry fcnt congratulatory letters to the two 
Piercles, and to the carl of March, who had 
aci^uired great' honour in obtaining it ; and he 
gave the earl 6f Northumberland a gift of all 
the earldom of Douglas, lying in the vallies^ 
of Efkdale, Liddefdale, and Lawderdale, the 
lordfliip of Etric, and the foreft of Selkirk ; 
but they were yet to be conquered, and Henry 
likewifc intimated, that the conquerors were 
not, upon any confideration, to put their pri- 
foners to ranfom, or to fet them at liberty. At 
the fame time he promifed, that they Ihduid 
be no lofcrs by obeying his commands. This 
letter threw the Piercies into a rage. They 
cbnfidered as next to nothing a gift of lands 
which they were yet to fubdue ; and they 
looked upon Henry as an ungrateful ufiirper, 
wTio wanted to crufli them, after having ob- 
tained a crown by their affiftance. According 
to Englilh authors, their diflatisfa6tion imme- 
diately broke out ; but the continuator of For- 
dun has furnifhed us with fome very important 
partidiilars, omitted by other writers, both of 
the Scotch and Englifti hiftory. 

Henry's pretext for requiring the Piercies 

ofcokiawyi not to difpofc of their prifoners, arofe from 

an immemoriial cuftom, that the ranfom of all 

prifoners, exceeding a certain rate, ihould be- 

-•long 
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long to the king; and the Piereies thought a.d. i4o«* 
they had fufficiently complied with this prac- 
tice, by prefenting He^iy with the perfon of 
Murdoc, the duke of Albany's fon, whoip he 
received and treated with great polit^efs, la 
the mean tiine, the Piereies , diffembled their 
refentmepit ; and well-knowing that the fou- 
thern parts pf Scotland were in a manner de- 
populated of warriors, by their. late defeats at 
Nifbet and Homeldon, they entered the bor- 
ders, and beiieged a place called by my author 
Coklawys. He obferves, very fenfibly, at the 
iame time, that they probably undertook this. 
expedition and iiege not only from the pro- 
ved they had of fuccefs, but, as appeared 
from their after-condufl;, that they might have 
a pretext for keeping up an army, which they 
intended to employ againft their fovereign. 
The caille of Coklawys, which lies in the bor- 
ders of Teyiotdale, though vigoroufly affaulted, 
was bravely defended, by one John dc Grymf- 
law ; but at laft he capitulated with the Hot- 
fpur Piercy, that he would deliver it up, if it 
was not relieved by the king, or governor, in 
fix weeks; and, during that time, no addi- 
tional fortifications were to be niadc to the 
place. While the Englilh army was retiring, 
one of Piercy's foldiers pretended, that the 
Scots had broke the capitulation, by introduc- 
ing a mattock. into the garrifon. The govor- 
aor of the caftle hearing of this charge, offered 

D d 2 to' 
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^p.i4o». to fight any Englifiiman who fliauld <iffcr to 
make it good ; and the h^rdioft champion of 
their army being fingled ouC^ he wslg defeati4 
by the Scotchman, who thereby acquired great 
prai£e from Piercy aiid his officers. 

bat relieved '^^^ property^ of Ohlawys belonged t^ one 
John Oledftane, who, upon raifing the fiege, 
poftcd to Robert's court, which was then held 
at a place called Botham, and laid before him 
the terms of the capitulation. The king re- 
ferred him to the Avtke of Albany, who wa» 
then at Falkland ; and he called together as many 
noblemen as the fliortnefs of the time wC>uld 
pA'mit, to deliberate what was to be dene, 
whether to relieve the caftlc, 6r ftjffer it to be 
given up. The council was unanifnoufly for 
the latter ; but the duke of Albany, who (how- 
ever unwarrantable his views might have been 
towards his brother and his family) behaved 
with great fpirit againft the EngliA, fwore' 
by God and St. Philip, that he would march 
to the relief of the caftle,^^ though (fiiys he, 
pointing to his page, Peter de Kynbuk, who 
was prefent) I £hould be attended only by that 
boy.'* The affcmbly, who had diflfrufted the 
governor, being now convinced of his inten- 
tions, anfvvered hiih with an unanimous accia- 
mation, promifing to ftandby him, to the laft, 
in his brave refolution. Letters were imme- 
diately circulated over all the northern parts 
of the kingdom ; and the governor^ in a few- 
days. 
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his mw<^ tQW$ii4ft/<|o](:|^W)r$^ h^ .ij^^ii)ed^.aiid 

whick.j !was iu thf h^Hsu;^; gf d^e^ |lAgUiPii;i and 
marching forwards . to. Colda«^Si' f %,fjflljf :^x- 
pe^adon vof n dedfivei t>attle betwcei^.^iin and 
Piercy^ he moeived certaia intclUgjmpe that 
the lattor had been defeated a^4l kilkd at 
Shrewibury. Xhist joy ful/Ocwsi being proclaimed 
to the, iwrmy by the voice of a^ heral4,^ they 
returned home i^rith triumph and exaltation; 
But I am now to account for this ii;nexpe(^ed 
event. .^ 

Henry !» ingratitude to the Picrcies (as they Affamof 
thought it) induced them to lay a deq> plan 
for dethroning him. Oathe fe^ond of Odo- 
ber, 1 4oi> the earl (rf Fife, the lomis Graham, 
Montgomeryf^ and Sir Adam Forrefter, with 
fosne others ^. the Scotch prifoners^ made in 
the late^battlf,:.wer^ ppd5?nted before Henry ia 
full pwiiaSkent, bayjngbecn fenthim Jbythe 
Pierciea, > according to, his xequifition. Forrefter 
took that • opportunity to ha^rrangu^ ^ the king 
and the iSuArious afiepibly upon the^bepefits pi 
peace, and the advantages that would refult 
to both nations from a.fl;able,.dcfinit^ve, txeaty. 
Henry had jt diflike to Forrjeftcr's perfon, be-^ 
caufe he had been inftiT(<m.ental in perfuading, 
him, that the duke of Albany intended to give 
him battle at Edinburgh j and treated his pro- 
pofal (only becaufe it .came^fiom him) with 

great 
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A.D. i4o»* great contempt " -As to you, my lord, faid he^ 
addreffing himfelf to the earl ,of Fife, you have 
nothing to give you uneafinefs, for you was 
taken like a brave man, with your fword in your 
hand." Upon this, the earl was fet at liberty, 
upon his word of honour not to leave the king- 
dom ; and the other prifoners were committed 
to the care of the fteward of the king^s houf- 
hold. In this parliament a petition was like- 
wife prefcnted by the earl of March of Scotland, 
praying, " That he may be reftored to all his 
lands there, as the Englifli ihall, at any time, 
conquer or obtain them ; and that all fuch his 
tenants and foldi^rs, as will become ^ngliih, 
may be in the king's proteftion." The which 
the king granted, fo as they be fworn. 

The Hotfpur Piercy, after the battle of Ho- 
Chrcity of meldon, had behaved with unexampled fevc- 
rity towards fome of the Scotch prifoners. Up- 
on pretence that William Stuart of Forreft, one 
of the braveft of their officers, was born in 
Teviotdale, when it belonged to the king of 
England, he was tried for his life as a traitor j 
but he made fo good a defence, that he was 
acquitted by three different juries. The unre- 
lenting hatred of Piercy, however, brought 
him before a fourth jury; and, being found 
guilty, he was hanged and quartered. No 
fooncr had the Piercies fettled their plan of re- 
bellion, than this fierce animofity againtt the 
Scots fubfidcd 5 and they gained over their pri- 

foner. 
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foner, Douglas, to lend them his affiftance. a. d, moj^ 
Their ovcr-beaiihg bthavibiir difgufted Henry's ibht**' 
brother, the earl of * Weffmoitland, fo liiucli, ^^^ 
that, thinking himfelf as well Intitled as they 
were, both to the honour andf profit 6f tHc lith 
viftory, he perfuided Henry 16 iffue out a coni- 
miffioh for tiyirig the feveralclaims of the cap- nuationof 
tors with regard to thieir property in their pri- kkl^*' 
foniers. Nothihg could be more reafonable than 
this, as the Piercies had hitherto afted both its 
judges and parties with regard to their captiveii.' 
This commifliion, however, could only relate' 
to the common meii ; for Henry now perempto- 
rily infifted, that all the Scotch prifoners of 
quality fliould be put into his hands ; by which' 
there is reafon to believe, that he had fome in- 
timation of the connections entered into 'be- 
tween Douglas and the Piercies. I am to ob- 
ferve, that Henry's cohdud, on this occafion, 
was not very confiftent. As he had declared 
himfelf the fuperior lord of Scotland, the Scots, 
properly, could not be confidered as prifoners 
of war; and, in faft, the Piercies could bring 
no plaufible objeftion to his demand. The earl 
of Worcefter, Northumberland's brother, an 
artful man, and fecretly an enemy to Henry, 
fuggefted to the noblemen of his family tlic 
means of diftreffing him, by their demanding 
that the Englifli earl of March, who was ftill a 
ptifoner iaimong the Welch, {hould be raijfomed. 
Henry was fenfible with what view this was 

urged. 
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A.]i.i4<»3« urged, Md rejeftcd their petition, on pretence 
that the earl had fuffered him&lf to be taken, 
and that he remained vritb Glendower by his 
ORSn choice* This refuial ^tafperated the Hot« 
^mr Piercy ; and he exclaimed openly ift coort, 
that the lawful heir Of the crown was rot)bed 
of his birth-right, and the robber refdfi^ to 
ftdeem him with part of his own property. 

The troth is, the earl of March thought him- 
fidf fafer in the cnfkody of Glendower, than if 
he had been at the court of Henry ; and the 
tarl^ of Worcefter found means to bring the 
Wekh into his family's Tiews. As to Dou^ 
1^ and his friends, their conduct is far from 
being indefenfible. Henry was not the next 
heir to the Englifh crown ; and they had no 
profpefl before their eyes, had they been de« 
Uvered up to him, than ^anguiihing in a iin« 
gering captivity, or redeeming themfelves by 
an exorbitant ranfom. Inftead of that, the 
Piercies promifed to reftore them to their eftat^, 
country, and liberty, with many additional 
advantages ; and adually fufiered them to de- 
part home, in order to raife men, upon their 
promifing to rejoin them by a certain day. 
Douglas was punctual to his engagements^ and 
brought with him a (mall body of brave foldiers. 
as relating ^^ ^* ridiculous, with the hiftorlau Cadrte, 
to Scotland, ^nd thc zcalots for hereditwy right, to pre- 
tend, that the earl of Worcefto" and the Piercies 
had na other motiye for theor v^iAure^^n, buC 

thofe 
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tbofe of confcidnGe^ -aad a deteftation of. the a. d< 1403. 
iifurper* That nobleman^ it ,x$ true, had great 
experience and inerit, and perh^aps perfonally 
difliked Henrys .but his and his family's views 
were not over-fay ourable .for the true heir, as 
they ; pEOpofcA to become^iniifters of all Eng* 
land tO: thfi .north .of Trent, , and confequently 
to ihare, the throne with the king, . whilft Glen- 
dower.was to poffefs the principality of Wales* 
Their plan, however, wajs kept fecr^pt^, and tley 
proceeded with wonderful addrjcfe, in.whicTi 
they were aflifted by the Scats^ .It w^s giyen 
out, that Richard was ftill ajive in Sco,tla|id, 
having efca^ed from his confinement in a wo- 
maa's. habit ; and the report made fuch ajuiin* 
preifion among the vulgar, -^bat Henry was 
obliged to publifli feveral manifcftos to difcpu- 
tage it, .and' tajuiUfyrhis own conduft, - Thofe 
-methods, proving ; ineflfedual. Sir Roger .Qa- 
i*endon, a natitfaLfon of .the Black Priijp^, jsknd 
about twelve religious, were hanged, at Tyburn 
for a confpiracy againft the government;: but 
this feverity was. far f rom^ eftabliihing the pub- 
lic tranquility. A very ftrong, well-pennfd, 
manifeflo, which was publiihed about the fame 
time by the . Piercies, encreafed , the national 
cUfcontent It accufed Henry of ufurpation, 
breach of promife, profulion, and various other 
crimes, in which he had. been affifted by the 
.authors themfelves ; and they lyere anfwered 
I Vol. IIL Ee . .1 by 
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A.D. 1403. by counter-manifeftos, publiflied by Henry, thd 
contents of which are foreign to this hiftory. 

A defiance of Henry's perfon and govern- 
ment by the Piercies, was the firft indication 
df their open rebellion. The notfpur Piercy 
marched towards Cheftcr,in hopes of being join- 
ed by the Welch under Owen Glendower, who 
had advanced towards Ofweftrey with twelve 
thoufand men. Henry's crown was at this time 
faved by the firmnefs and courage of the Scotch 
earl of March. Henry was for advancing to- 
wards Wales ; but that nobleman, while he was 
yet on his march, laid before him the danger- 
ous ftate of his government with fuch irrefift- 
able reafons, that Henry, though much againft 
his inclination, was prevailed on to make a 
fliort turn, and to march towards Shrewlbury; 
which Henry Piercy was preparing to attack. 
The earl df March was ftconded by the brave 
prince of Wales, afterwards Henry the fifth ; 
and Henry gave them the command of the atmy 
under himfelf. The unexpected march of 
Henry to Shrewsbury, with an army fupcrior 
to that of the Piercies, aftonifhed them; but 
the Hotfpur Piercy, far from feeking to lejQTen 
the danger of his men, drew them out, and told 
them, they had nothing but their own valour 
to depend upon to fave them from being treated 
as rebels, and dying upon gibbets. This fhew 
of refolution ftruck Henry fo much, that he 

Would 
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would have made a diflionourable peace, CQuld a. d. 1403. 
the rebels have been contented with any thing 
lefs than his refigning the royal authority. 

AH hopes of an accomniodation being over^ The battle 
both armies prepared for battle. Douglas and bu^^'^""^' 
Piercy headed that of the rebels ; that of Henry 
wa$ drawn up by the earl of March, who per- , 
fuaded Henry to take on himfelf the command 
of the laft divifion, and iii other refpefts made 
fi;ich difpofitions, as fhewed him to be an ac- 
compliflied general. As he had forefeeii, Dou- 
glas and Piercy broke like thunderbolts intq 
the ranks of their enemies, and covered the 
grpund ' where they fought with dead bodies. 
The prince of Wales ^nd the earl of March, 
having fuffered them to fpend their fury, cut 
off their retreat from their main army ; and the 
Hotfpur Piercy, in endeavouring to rejoin it, 
was killed by the prince of Wales. Douglas 
continued ftill fighting ; and with a great mace 
w-hich he wielded (according to the Scotch 
hiftorians) he ftrpck to the ground and killed 
three noblemen, or knights, out of a greater 
number, who, that day, were drefled in the 
fame manner as Henry. Th(? lofs of Piercy 
being known, Henry charged the rebels in 
perfon with his own divifiqn, which remained 
ftill unbroken, and gained a complete, though 
bloody, victory ; the earl of Douglas, after 
performing the moft aftonifliing afts of valour, 
Jjiping again made a prifoner. The lofs pf Jhe 

E e 2 rebels 
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A. 0,1403. rebels in this battle, which was fought the 
twenty-fecond of July, amounted to above 
feven thoufand ; nor was that of Henry (who 
that day killed fix and thirty with his own 
hand) inferior. As to the other confequences 
of the battle, and the names and qualities of 
the killed and prifoners, they are foreign to my 
purpofe. 
gamed w ^^^ honour which the Scotch earl of March 

pf^iht^^" acquired by this viftory, fcarcely yielded to 
^■M^ h'^ ^^^ praifes beftowed upon Douglas, though a 
prifoner. It is certain, that had not Henry 
followed the advice of the former, who was 
well acquainted with the fiery difpofitions of 
Piercy and Douglas, the army of the rebels 
would have been encreafed, in two days, by 
that under Glendower, and by another which 
was marching from the North, under the earl 
of Northumberland, Henry is faid to have 
fufFered the earl of Douglas to depart on his 
word of honour, in admiration of his valour. 
The fame prince beftowed vaft eftates in Eng- 
land upon the Scotch earl of March and Dun* 
bar, in which was included that of the late 
Henry Piercy ; but he fecretly refolved, in all 
events, upon a peace with Scotland, where the 
late king Richard was ftill reported to be alive } 
and, after refiding as a fervant with one Mac- 
doual in Galloway, to have repaired to the 
Scotch court, where he was acknowledged and 
entertained, Though nothing could^ in fad, 

be 
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be more falfc than this report; yet fuch was the a.d. 1403, 
credulity of the times, that an impoftor, who 
afTumed the name of Richard, aftually did ap- 
pear in Scotland^ As he was every minute in 
danger of being difcovered he artfully with- 
drew himfelf from the public eye, under pre- 
tence of having devoteid himfelf entirely to re- 
ligious duties. This impofture was encouraged 
by the old cotmtefs of Oxford, who employed 
one Serle as her agent. This Serle had found ^ 
out and inftruAed the counterfeit Richard, who 
played his part to admiration ; and while his 
principal, and his accomplices, were hanged in 
England, enjoyed a comfortable retreat at Stir- 
ling, in Scotland, where he afterwards died, and 
was buried in the White Friars church there. 

Henry employed the French ambaffadors, . '^°*'. 

, . A negotia* 

who touched at his court in their way to Scot- ^^^0. 
knd, to fet on foot a negotiation for a peace 
with that kingdom. He propofed that the 
Scots fliould be comprehended in the long 
truce, which had been fome time before ratified 
by the king of France ; but that expedient be- 
ing rejefted, he named commiffioners to meet 
with thofe of the Scots, to treat of a truce on 
the footing of the agreement made at Handen- 
ftank by the dukes of Rothefay and Lancafter. 
In May, this year, Robert appointed Sir David 
Fleming, and Sir William Murehead, to treat 
with the Englifti commiffioners concerning the 
ranfom of the earls of Fife and Douglas ; (a 

proof 
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A D. 1404, proof that the latter had not been uncondition* 
ally fet at liberty) and, if they thought proper, 
to agree upon a truce. The commiffioners from 
both kings accordingly met at Pomfret, on the 
^ fixth/of July, and concluded a truce, which was 
to Uft from the twentieth of that month to the 
following Eafter; but it was agreed, in thf 
mean time, to hold another meeting at Handen- 
flank, to deliberate upon a definitive treaty. In 
confequence of this agreement, Henry named 
the following perfons for his commiffioners. 
Matthew, bifhop of Glafgpw, James Douglas, 
lord of Dalkeith, David Fleming, John Stuart 
of Innermeth, who were all honoured with the 
appellation of his coufins; John de Edmonfton, 
William de Borthwic, Adam Fonefter of Cor? 
ftorphin, knjghts, Mr. John Merton, doftor of 
the decretals, and Mr. Walter Forrefter, fecre* 
tary of ftate, both canons, the firft of Glafgow^ 
and the fecond of Aberdeen. Many incidents 
concurred to render this meeting of no e£Fe<Et 
The pnnce A frcfli rebclUon broke out in the north pf 
fent to "*" England, in which the earl of Northumberland 
"'^*^^> was deeply engaged, and when it was crufhed/ 
his friends, great and powerful as they were, 
were capitally punifhed ; but he himfelf, with 
his grandfon, the lord Bardolph, and othpr 
friends, took refuge in Scotland, where they 
were received by the lord Fleming, who was a 
favourite at Robert's court. Henry, in the 
mean time, took poffeffion of Berwic, Wark- 

worth. 
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V . 

Worth, Alnwic, and all the other places belong- a.d, uch, 
ing to the Northumberland eftate. The duke 
of Albany's views, at that time, inclined him to 
keep well with England. His brother, old and 
infirm as he was, was ft ill in pofl'effion of his 
fenfes ; and though befet with the duke's crea- 
tures, he was at laft informed of his eldeft fon's 
miferable fate. He refented it only by the mofl: 
bitter grief, being unable to do juftice upon the 
murderers ^. This, very probably, had fome 
influence upon the duke, who did not know 
how foon he might be obliged to Henry, in his 
turn, for an afylum in England. As to the old 
king, he wifely laid a plan, which he feems to 
have concealed from the duke, for conveying 
his furviving fon James out of danger from his 
praftices. The duke ftrenuoufly denied his having 
any concern in the death of the elder brother ; 
and is faid to have even put to death fome per- 
fons on that account. Robert intrufted his fe- 
cret, at firft, only with Wardlaw, bifliop of St. 
Andrew's, who advifed him to fend the young 
prince t© France, and to truft the care of his 
perfon with Heniy Sinclair, earl of Orkney. 
The hofpitable reception which the late king 
David had met with in France, encouraged Ro- 

* Abercromby has atfefted to doubt of the faft of the duke of 
Rothcfay's murder as I have related it, but his reafons are 
frivolous 5 nor does he pretend to deny, that that prince died in 
prifon, vj^ithin the duke of Albany's caftle of Falkland. 

bert 
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A. D. 2404. bert to follow this advice. He had for :l^ine' 
time refided at his caftle of Rothelay^ in thellle 
of Bute, part of his family inheiitaiice ; and it 
was agreed, that the earl of Orkney, with fuch 
friends as he could truft, Ihould provide a itdpf 
and that the young prince ihould embark at the 
Ifland of Bafs, which he accordingly did with 
all fecrecy, carrying with him the pioft affection- 
ate recommendations from his father to the 
French king; and, according to fome of the 
Scotch writers, letters to Henry, in cafe of his 
falling into the hands of the Englilh. 
but IS inter. That difagreeable event took place, for the 
Sfil^ifli. fl^ip which carried the prince was taken by an 
JEnglifli privateer off Flamborrugh-head, and the 
prince, with his attendants, were confined ip a 
neighbouring caftle till they were fent to Lon- 
don, where they were committed to the Tower, 
by the royal order. The Englifh hiftorians, 
partial as they are to the memory of their kings, 
do not pretend to palliate the infamy of Henry's 
proceedings in this affair. We are not even fure 
whether the prince was taken at fea, or on 
ihore, where his attendants might think he 
could fecurely land upon the faith of the truce, 
to. obtain refrefliments. He was, foon after his 
arrival at London, carried before Henry, He 
examined his attendants, and they frankly told 
him, that they were carrying the prince to 
France for his education* I underftand the 

French 
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French tongue, replied Henry, and your coun- a. d. 1405. 
trymen ought to have been kind enough 
to have trufbd me with their prince's edu- 
cation/* 

Robert was at his caftle of Rothefay, in the i>"* •«<> 
Iflc of Bute, where he received the heavy tidings Robert the 
of his fotfs captivity while he was at fupper. 
His fenfibility was fuch, that he was inftantly 
ftruck with an agony of grief, which proved 
mortal ; for his fervants carried him immedi- 
ately to his bed, where he expired three days 
after. He died on the twenty-ninth of March, 
after reigning near fifty years ; and from that 
time James dated the years of his reign. Cotem- 
porary authors mention Robert as being one of 
the moft comely men of his time. Before he came 
to the crown, he difcovered abilities and acti- 
vity in public life ; but after he was rendered 
lame, he gave himfelf intirely up to the private 
duties of religion and his family, in which he 
excelled. He certainly carried thofe virtues to 
a blameable extreme, as he abandoned himfelf ^ 
to the guidance of an ambitious defigning bro- 
ther. Though indolent, he was fenfible of his 
misfortunes and mifconduft, as appears by the 
precautions he took with regard to the fafety 
of his remaining fon ; and the years of his reign 
were diftinguiflied for their fertility. Befides 
the two fons I have mentioned, he had, by his 
queen Annabella Drummond, a daughter, who 

Vol. m. F f was 
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A.D. 1405. was firft married to James Kennedy of Drum- 
muir, anceftor to the earls of Caflilis, next to 
George Douglas, the firft earl of Angus j and 
after him to Edmonfton of Duntreth. *.' 

* King Kobert bad for bis imprefs, or device, a fword and 
fcepter paifing through a coronet, and placed in (altire, over a 
mond or globe, with an avelane crofs thereon. The word i$> or- 
nari, ant mori. 
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The REGENCY. 



HAT the duke of Albany was a man 1405. 
of great abilities, cannot be queftion- firlT/duke 
ed J for the Scots, ever fince the death re^^ntT^' 



of Robert Bruce, had not made a greater 
figure than they did in the time of his regency. 
They had put their fovereignty, in every refped, 
upon an equality with that of the kings of Eng- 
land, and themoft refpeftable powers of Europe. 
They afferted their own dignity and impor- 
tance, by their wifdom and valour, and not by 

Ff2 having 
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A. D. 1405. having recourfe to precarious recognitions of 
their independency, or formal treaties, which, 
in thofe days, were broken as foon as made. As 
a proof of this, even Henry the fotirtb, who was 
a pretender to the crown which now devolved 
upon his royal captive, acknowledged, fldthout 
any foUicitation, the title of James, and treated 
him with all the tendemefs and regard due to 
his high rank. . 

The king of The oulv pretext that Henry had for the de- 
tained in tcntion of Jamcs, was the government of Scot- 
'^ *" * land having received and iheltered the earl of 
Northumberland, his grandfon, and the other 
Englifti fugitives, who had been profcribed by 
Henry after their laft rebellion : this naturally 
turned the eyes of the royalifts towards an ex- 
change of prifoners, and many confiiltations 
were held about purchafing the liberty of their 
young king, by putting the fugitives into 
Henry's hands. The nation, in general, had z 
high opinion of the regent's abilities ; but they 
were jealous of his views, and uaalterably fixt 
in their allegiance to James, which the regent 
was too wife to think of Ihaking. Winton, a 
Scots hiftorian, who wrote at this time, but 
whofe hiftory never Was publiflied, iays, that, 
upon the death of Robert the third, a coaven*- 
tion of eftates was held at Scone, where James'Si 
His title re title was recognized, and the duke of Albany 
cognized, ;^ppointed regent. It was at that time, that the 
lord Fleming, who had generoufly received and 

pro- 
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protefted tke earl of Northumberland, difcover- a. d, 1406. 
cd the intention of the royalifts to deliver up 
that nobleman to Henry ; he apprifed him of his 
danger^ and affified him and the lord Bardolph 
to e&ape to Wales* . The continuator of For- 
dun Jtells^us^ thaty while the earl refided in Scot- 
land» he Irred at the caftle of St. Andrew's; that 
the bifliops of Bangor and St Afaph, and the 
abbot of Wellbech, with feveral other perfons 
of diftindion, fled to Scotland likewife. It is 
certain, that Northumberland's grandfon, the 
fon of the Hotfpur Piercy, and heir to that 
' great family, was left in Scotland, where he re- 
ceived great part of his education. 

The efcape of the earl of Northumberland out b^t he » 
of Scotland was far from being difagrceable to j^g'J^, 
the duke of Albany, as the royalifts had now 
no pledge whom they could exchange for their 
king. Henry, on the other hand, omitted no- 
thing that could foften the captivity of James, 
or prevent the Scots from declaring war. I do 
not, however, perceive that he was yet free 
from his imprifonment in the Tower of Lon- 
don ; but we know that there was now a, greater 
intercourfe than ever had been known betweea 
the Englifh and the Scots. The latter were, on 
all occafions, welcome to Henry's court, where 
they diftinguiftxed themfelves by their martial 
exerciies and diverfions : but all thofe civilities 
could not make the people eafy, while their 
king was a prifoner. The duke of Albany was 

forced 
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A. D. 1406. forced to give way to their fpirit^and though 

tndlZZl'" the truce was ftill fubfifting, he raifed an army 

commodd- ^Q deliver James. Henry, on the other huid,- in 

the beginning of September, fummoned all his 

military tenants to take arms againft the duke 

of Albany, the pretended governor of Scotland^* 

Kvmer vol. ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^°^ ^^ ^^^ wxits, and thc common 
viii.p.414, adverfary and enemy of his fubjecls and him- 

felf. This ftorm, however, foon blew bver. 
Henry empowered the bifliop of Down, in Ire- 
land, to treat with Donald, lord of the Ifles, and 
John his brother, about a final peace, alliance^ ^ 
and friendfhip, between him and his fubjefts of 
England and Ireland, and the faid Donald and 
John, and their fubjecls, in all and every one of 
their Ifles. The regent laid hold of this and 
other pretexts for entering into a new. negotia- 
tion with Henry, who was equally defirous of 
peace ; and the truce was accordingly prolong- 
ed for a year, from the end of September, dur- 
ing which time all the differences between the 
two nations were to be fettled. 
1407. In confequence of this agreement, Rothefay, 

J^mlT^ king at arms, was appointed commiffary-gene- 
theirking. j-^l for thc king and kingdom of Scotland, and 
repaired- in that quality to the court of Eng- 
land. He there produced the record of the 
truce, which was fubfifting when James was 
made prifoner, and which provided, at the fame 
time, for the free navigation of thc Scots ; and 
demanded juftice upon Jolyfe and his affociates, 

who 
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who had made prize of the Ihip that carried a.p. 1407, 
James, and fcveral other Scots fhips. Henry, 
the moft plaufitile and moderate prince of his 
time, was fo fkr from contradicting either the 
facljr or the principles advanced by Rothefay, 
that he ordered juftice to be done to the Scots 
nation, and that the truth of Rothefay^s allega- 
tions fliould be examined into. This, in fad:, 
was doing nothing. The Englilh had their 
complaints as well as the Scots, and the claims 
of both were fo intricate, that the examination 
,fell to the ground; but, at the fame time, the 
truce was prolonged. 

Towards the end of the year, Gilbert, chan- 
cellor of Scotland, Robert, bifliop of Dunkell, 
David Lindfay, earl of Crawford, Alexander 
Stuart, earl of Marr, and William Graham of' 
Kincardine, repaired with a commiffion from 
the regent to the borders, where they renewed 
the truce with England, which was to laft all 
. the year 1407. The hiftory of Scotland, at this 
time, furniflies us with no public tranfaclions, 
but its own civil broils. The efcape of the earl 
of Northumberland being known to have been 
eflfefted by Fleming, his generous behaviour 
created him enemies. Some had expefted money 
fr.om the king of England, in which they were 
difappointed by the earFs efcape; and others 
blamed Fleming for fuffering the only pledge 
they had for their king's deliverance to leave 
the kingdom. Though we are in the dark as 

to 
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A. d: 1407. to the particulars of that tragical alFair^ yet 
Northom. thcrc is too much reafoa to believe thatf Fk- 
- cfcape out miug's virtues coft him his life. He had been 
cntrufted with the fecret of the prince's leaving 
Scotland; and the high favour in whidi lit 
ftood with the late and prefent king, no doubt 
encreafed his enemies. Of thofe, Douglas of 
Balveny, fon to the earl Douglas; "and Alex^ 
ander Seton, afterwards lord Gordon, were the. 
chief. Every perfon of confequence, in Scot- 
land, had then his family differences, and al« 
ways travelled with a niilitary attendance, in 
expeftation of being attacked; which proved to 
be the fate of Fleming, for> he was killed after 
an obclinate and bloody refiftance at Long« 
hermanfton. It is to be regretted, that the hit 
tories of the private families in Scotland are full 
of fuch encounters, which contributed to their 
deftruftion, without advancing any national 
purpofe. 
His in- -j]^^ turbulcnt carl of Northumberland, after 

remaining for feme time in Wales, entered into 
frefli intrigues with that people and the French, 
againft the government of England; and Henry, 
fufpefting that he had fome correfpondence 
with the young king of Sc6tland, ordered him 
and Glendower, fon to the famous prince of that 
name, to be removed this year from the Tower 
of London to the caftle of Nottingham, where 
James remained for fome time, but ftill improv- 
ing in his education and iludies. The two 

courts 
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: courts of Fnmce and EngbiKi ftill continued to ^v.i^i 
negotiate, while each was betraying the other; 
and though the French concluded a truce for 
Guienne, it was only that they might be the 
more at liberty to affift the earl of Northumber- 
land and Gkndower, in renewing their rebel- 
lion againft Henry. What the event muft have 
been, had not the French court been fplit into 
parties, is hard to fay. The duke of Orleans 
and Burgundy had fworn upon the Holy Sacrx- 
ment a reconciliation with each other, whea 
the former was afiafiinated by the latter, who 
gloried in the murder, and became one of 
the principal fupports of Henry's perfon and 
French dominions. This great alliance firengtb- 
^ned Henry againft the earl of Northumberlanc^ 
who had many friends in Scotland that pro* * 
mifed to affift him, as foon as he was in a con* 
dition to take the field 

Though we have no pofitive proof of any 
correfpondence that was, at this time, kept up 
between the regent and the c6urt of England^ 
yet we know that the former was very back- 
ward in purfuing ferious mcafures for obtaining 
his nephew's liberty ; that Henry was well ap- 
prifed of the earl of Northumberland's views, 
and difappointed all his expeftations from Scot* 
land, excepting a body of free-booters, wha 
joined him from the Scotch borders. The coil- 
tinuator of Fordun fays, that the earl had a de- 
pendence upon Sir Thomas Rokeby, the iheriff 
■ Vol. HI. Gg of 
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A.D41407. of Yorkfliire, with whom he correfponded j but 
that he betrayed him to Henry. The earl be- 
ing thus difappointed on all hands, was oblig- 
ed to depend entirely upon the great family- 
intereft he had in the north of England, and 
the difaffeclion of the inhabitants tofwards 
Henry's government. He appointed Threlk in' 
Yorkfliire for his place of rendezvous, and a 
plaufible manifefto he publiihed, encreafed his 
numbers, but without adding to his force ; for 
his men were all undifciplined, moft of them 
coming to the field only for plunder. Rokeby . 
the IhcrifF, having affembled a body of the free- 
holders, fecured the chief paffes of the country; 
and declaring againil the earl, came up with 
him and his rout at Braham-moor, where a fharp 
encounter followed, in which the earl was de- 
feated and killed, and the lord Bardolph taken 

and death, prifoncr, but died of his wounds. , 

g This was a feafonable vidory for Henry, and 

bitwHrthc ^^ S^^^ Rokeby a fuitable reward out of the 
earl of earl of Northumberland's forfeited eftate. Hif- 

JMarch and 

the king of torians have left us in the dark as to the origi- 

England. , 

nal of a quarrel which fell out at this time be- 
tween Henry and the Scotch earl of March, to 
whom he owed fo much. All we know is, that 
that nobleman had a quarrel with the dean 
and chapter of Lincoln, in which one John 
Bleffwel was killed ; and that he and thirty- 
feveiji of his fervants had obtained their par- 
dons, under the great feal, for that murder, and 

aU 
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-Sill the other felonies they had committed. Per- A.D.1401. 
• haps the earl thought^ that his country had fuf- 
ficiently fuffered for the affront that had been 
offered him, and was fincerely reconciled to his 
young fovereign, whofe accompliihments were 
now the theme of public admiration. If we 
are to believe the Engliih hiftorians, the earl 
•ordered a body of his Scotch friends to join the 
late earl of Northumberland ; which if true, his 
breach with Henry may eafily be accounted for. 
His diflike of Henry, probably, was encreafed 
by his not having fufficient coniideration paid 
him at the Engliih court, which flood no longer 
in need of his afiiftance, and had failed in its 
promifes to reftore him to his Scotch eftatc. 
Upon the whole, the earl had fufficient rea- 
fon, without any motives of perfonal rcfent-' 
ment, for returning to his duty. 

Upon the fuppreffion oftheearlof Northum- Treatment 
berland's rebellion, James was brought to the uiere. ^ 
Engliih court, where he was treated by Henry 
with extraordinary refpeft. By a record that 
has come to our hands, two gentlemen having 
fought long and valiantly, in fingle combat, in 
prefence of the court, Henry ordered them to 
defift, at the entreaty of his moft dear coufin 
the king of Scotland, as he is called, and that 
of his own fons. After this, we find him refid- 
ing at Croydon, a pleafant village in the neigh- 
bourhood of London. Here he enjoyed the 
company of the moft ingenious and learned 

G g 2 men 
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A.D. i4oS. men in Enghntl, and probaUy became acqituit* 
ed with Cfaaucerp the celebrated father of Eng^ 
liih poetry. Thofe civilities to the perfon of 
James were attended by very diSbrent effeds 
towards the Scotch noblemen who were pri- 
d of hit fo^^*'^ ^ En^nd, whom Henry observed with 
ibbjcas, more vigilance than ever. The earl of Douglas 
was called upon either to return to his capti- 
vity, or to pay a moft exorbitant ranfom. A 
treaty was entered into with the carl of Fifc^ 
who had leave to return home, upon giving 
for his hofiages David, fon and heir to the eail 
of Caithnefe ; John Stuart, earl of Buchan, and 
fon to the regent; Patrick Graham, earl of 
Strathern^ and Alexander Graham, fon and 
heir of the lord of Graham. The earl of Fife 
either could not, or would not, fulfil thoie^ 
conditions; and the treaty with him came to 
nothing. Upon the expiration of the truce 
this year, it was renewed till Eafter 1409. Scot* 
land, all this time, was equally tranquil and 
profperous under the regent's wiie and mild 
adminiftration ; and the Scots in general feemed 
no way difpofed to embroil themielves with 
Henry on account of their piifopers in Eng- 
land. 
The earl of ^^^ ^*^^ ^^ M^Tch, bcforc his retum to Scot^ 
ftlrcd^rhis ^^°^> ^^^ openly renounced his allegiance to 
Scotch Henry ; and the regent was at great pains to re- 
concile him to the earl of Douglas, who re- 
mained ftill in Scotland; which gives counte* 

nance 
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luuice to what fome Scdtch writers lay, that he ^* ^- "^ 
had been fet at liberty by Henry without any 
ranlbm. I am of opinion, that if his difmiifion 
was not ablblute, it was upon fuch terms as 
the earl had complied with, and therefore he 
did not think himfelf bound in honour to re-* 
turn to his captivity. The accommodation 
between the earls of March and Douglas was 
completed in the year i^op. The latter re. 
iigned to the former his eftate and cafUe of 
Dunbar, but indemnified himfelf for the lofles 
he had fuftained, by keeping pofleifion of the 
. cafile of Lochmaben, and the lordfhip of An** 
nandaje. Haliburton, lord Dirleton, fon-in- 
law to the regent, had been fo inftrumental in 
this reconciliation, that he like wife received 
a reward in land. Upon the expiration of 
the truce at Eafter 1409, the regent refufed ta j^^^ 
renew it ; and the people of Teviotfdale took 
ajid demoliflied the callle of Jedburgh, which jcdiwrgh 
had been in poffeffion of the Englifh ever fince ua^.'**"*' 
the battle of Durham. The regent immediately 
ordered the place to be demolifhed, which was Son of"** 
done with great difficulty, on account of the ^^'^'^ 
hardnefs pf the cement, and the thicknefs of 
its walls. This fervice was thought to be of 
fo much importance, that the regent convened 
an aflcmbly of the Hates at Perth, to deliberate 
how to pay the captors, and to enable them to 
keep the field. Many of the affembly propofed 
to raife a tax of two pennies upon every houfe 

thjt 
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A. D. 1409. that had a fire-place. This was opppfedby the 
regent, as being oppreflive and unpopular ; and 
he ordered the Teviotfdale men to be indenmi- 
fied out of the royal cuftoms. This tranfadion, 
which I have taken from a contemporary au- 
thor, difcovers the fpirit of this prince's admi- 
firation, which was entiuely turned to popula* 
rity and the maintenance of the public tran- 
quility ; in both which he was fuccefsful, almoll 
beyond belief. About this time, the fame au- 
thor tells us, that Scotland was vifited by a 
moft dreadful ftorm, which deftroyed many of 
the public buildings; and that the regent 
moved from one part of the kingdom to. an- 
other, holding juftice-courts wherever he came, 
for the benefit and protection of the poor. 
Towards the end of the year 1409, or the 

^twc*I^" beginning of 141 o, before the truce with Eng- 

^oiiandand land was renewed, I perceive, from the Eng- 
lilh hiftorians, that Robert Umfreville, a rela- 
tion of the earl of Angus, with ten Englifh 
fliips, failed up the Frith of Forth, where he 
did confiderable damage to the Scotch Clip- 
ping, and carried off fourteen veffels laden with 
drapery goods and grain. The Englifh, that 
year, were diftreffed by a dearth of corn ; and 
Umfreville's captures were fo confiderable, as 
to bring a feafonable fupply to the common 
people, who gave him the name of Robert 
Mendmarket. . Umfreville, before his return, 
made feveral defcents on the coafts of Scotland, 

^k where 
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where he committed great ravages. The au» a. d. 1410. 
thorities for this expedition are unqueftion- 
able ; and, though omitted by Scotch authors, 
they ferve to give us fome idea of the happi- 
nefs of the common people of Scotland under 
this regency, when even the fiirplufes of their 
harvefts (for the grain fpoken of certainly was 
meant for exportation) could relieve England 
from famine. Henry, all this time, was tak- 
ing his meafures, as we Ihall foon fee, for 
plunging Scotland into civil blood, in which he 
was but too fuccefsful ; but the Scots renewed 
the truce by their commiffioners. Sir Willian^ 
Hay of Lochwarret, Sir William Burthwic, 
and Mr. Alexander Cairns. In May that year, 
the regent fent a letter to the king of England, 
with the following addrefs : " To the moft ex- 
cellent prince Henry, by the grace of God, king 
of. the Englilh, our moft dear coufin, Robert, 
by the fame grace, fon to the king of Scotland, 
duke of Albany, earl of Fife and Menteith, and 
governor of the kingdom of Scotland" la 
the courfe of the fame letter he calls the Scots 
*< our fubjefts of the kingdom of Scotland.'* 
Thofe terms of fovereignty were certainly im- 
proper for a fubjed to ufe, and gave Henry 
great offence ; nor could they be at all agree- 
able to James. It appears as if Henry had dif- 
regarded this letter, which was meant as a ra- 
tification of the truce ; for in July the regent 
threatened to invade Englatid. Henry ordered 

his 
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A.P.I410. his northern fubjc6b to be upon their g^ard; 
but George Dunbar, fon to the eari of March, 
took FaftcafUe, together with its Engliih go* 
vemor, Thomas Holden, who, while he held 
it, had done irreparable niifchief to the ioha* 
bitants of Lothian. 
Rebeft'oB Henry now prepared to ibike the great Uow 
^^^^ which he had fo long meditated againft Soot- 
iand. He had, as we have feen, renewed his 
league with the lords of the Ifles, where a con* 
fiderable revolution then happened. Walter 
Lefley had fucceeded to the 'eftate and honours 
of the earls of Rofs in right of his wifc^ who 
was the heir. By that marriage he had a fon, 
Alexander, who fucceeded him ; and a daugh« 
ter, Margaret, who was married to the lord of 
the Ifles. This Alexander had married one of 
the regent's daughters ; and dying young, he 
left behind him an only daughter, Euphane, 
who was a nun at North-Berwic, and deformed. 
Her grandfather, the regent, procured frmn 
her a refignation of the earldom of Rofs, of 
which flie was undoubted heir, in favour of 
his fecond fon, John earl of Buchan, but in 
prejudice of Donald lord of the Ifles, wbo was 
fon to Margaret, lifter to earl Alexander, and 
confequently the neareft heir to the efiate after 
the nun. Donald applied to the regent for 
redrefs, and to be put in pofieflion of the earl- 
dom ; but the regent had many reafons for 
rejeding his fuit, and fome of them, I think, 

well- 
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well founded, as Donald, if he was a fubjeft a. d. 14104 
of Scotland, could not anfwer for the indepen- 
dent engagement he had entered into with the 
king of England, and which rendered him 
guilty of high-treafon. Without entering into 
any difquifition of the regent's condud, it is 
fufficient to fay, that Donald and his brother 
John took refuge at the court of England, 
where Henry received them with open arms, 
and made ufe of the pretext of doing juftice 
to them, to excufe himfelf from accepting of 
the late truce. We know not what part James 
took in this affair. He was now of an age fit 
for government, and had for fome time aded 
in a royal capacity towards his own fubjects ; 
but prudence probably prevented his taking 
any concern in the quarrel between the regent 
and Donald, whofe caufe Henry openly ef- 
poufed. Donald, receiving Henry's inftruc- 
tions and afSftance, returned to his own domi- 
nions in the Ifles, where he raifed an army, and 
paffing over to Rofs-fliire, he violently feized 
the eftate in difpute. His perfon and claim 
were fo agreeable to the tenants of the earldom, 
that he was foon at the head of ten thoufand 
hardy Highlanders and iflanders ; but his con- 
nexions with Henry, who was now in a ft ate 
of declared war with Scotland, impelled him 
to farther attempts. Leaving Rofs-lhire, he 
marched into the fertile province of Murray, 
and jfrom thence to Strathbolgy and Garioch, 
Vql. IIL H h which 
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A. D. 1410. whith he laid under contribution; and pro- 
pofed to pay his troops by the plunder of Aber- 
deen, at that time, a place of confiderable trade. 
The regent appointed his nephew, Alexan- 
of Hariaw. dcr Stuart, who was earl of Marr in right of 
his wife, Ifabel Douglas, only daughter of Wil- 
liam, firft eari of Douglas, and of Margaret, 
fifter and heir to Thomas, the laft eari of Marr, 
*to command the army. This eari I perceive to 
have been fon to Alexander eari of Buchan, 
brother to Robert the third ; but the accurate 
RudcUman does not countenance thofe Scotch 
writers who call him a baftard. He was cer- 
tainly a brave, intrepid, general ; and, having 
received his commiffion, he raifed an army, 
confifting of the nobility and gentry lying be- 
tween the rivers of Spey and Tay, many of 
whofe defcendants, to this day, hold the fame 
eftates *. He came up with Donald at Har- 
iaw, a village in the Garioch, within ten miles 
of Aberdeen; and fo defperate a battle was 
fought, that the vidory was uncertain, but 
equally bloody, on both fides. The chief of 
the killed among the royalifts were Alexander 
Ogilvy, flieriff of Angus, who commanded 
under the earl of Marr, together with his fon 
and heir ; James Scrimgeour, conftable of Dun- 

• The Lyons, Ogilvies, Maules, Camegies, Lindfaysy BrlkUiet 
Fotberinghams, Leilies, Frafers, Lrvines, Gordons, Foi^befles, 
Abercrombies, Bannerraans, Arbuthnots, Burnets, Leith^^ I>u- 
guds, Mov <-s, Barclays^ &c. 

dee; 



OF SCOTLAND. $35 

dee ; Alexander Irvine of Drum, Thomas Maule a. d. 141Q. 
of Panmtire, William Abernethy, younger, of 
Saltori, Alexander Straiton of Lawriefton, Alex- 
ander Stirling, Thomas Murray, and Robert 
Davidfon, provoft of Aberdeen; all of them^ 
knights, and gentlemen of diftinguiflied fami- 
lies. In fliort, the gentry of Angus, Merris, 
Marr, Buchan, and Garioch, were the greateft 
fufferers; and Lefly, the baron of Balwhain, 
was killed, with fix of his feven fons. Nine 
hundred of the iflanders were cut off, among 
whom were the heads of the Maclane and Mac- 
intofh clans. 

The remains of the royal army lay all night 
under arms; but Donald, finding himfelf in 
the midfl: of an enemy's country, where he 
could raife no recruits, next day, being the 
twenty-fifth of July, began to retreat; and the 
ihattered ftate of Marr's army prevented his 
being purfued, as the forces which he expected 
from the South and Weft were not yet arrived. 
We are told, that the duke of Albany found 
means to invade Donald's dominions in the 
Ifles with a fmall fquadron of fliips, and, at the 
fame time, reduced his caftle of Dingwall ; and 
that Donald, finding himfelf but poorly fup- 
ported by the king of England, made his peace 
next year with the regent, who had three ar- 
mies on foot againft him, and Donald fwore al- 
legiance to the crown of Scotland* 

H h 2 While 
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A. D. 1410. While this war was carrying on in the North, 
The war Hcnrv continucd to refufe to renew his trace 

continue!* * 

with Scotland. He had been too fanguine in 
his expectations from Donald's rebellion ; and 
the regent's party obtained great advantages 
from his obftinacy, or, as they called it, his 
injuftice. The earl of March had, by this time, 
joined with the Douglaffes, and afted in a man- 
ner that fliewed he was determined, if poflible, 
to efface all memory of his late defeftion. His 
fon, and Douglas of Drumlanrig, had fet on 
fire and plundered the town of Roxburgh, and 
broke down its bridge ; while the regent fent 
complaints of Henry's conduft to all the courts 
in Europe. That of France interefted itfelf 
particularly in favour of the Scots, who had 
promifed them a body of men to oppofe Henry ; 
and a bull that had been obtained from pope 
Urban in 1368, was now publiflied, and did 
them great fervice ; the original being now pre- 
ferved in the Scotch college at Paris. Aber- 
cromby has made a pompous difplay of the 
contents of this bull, great part of which is 
either very little to the purpofe, or contains 
abfolute falfhoods ; for his holinefs fays, ** That 
AbuU the moft Chriftian kings of Scotland have ever 
been the nobleft champions of the catholic 
faith, and Roman church, which they have de- 
fended, protefted, and propagated through the 
univerfe." What follows is of more import- 
ance i 
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ance ; for his holii\efs, " with advice and con- ^'^' h««. 
fejtit of his brethren, and by virtue of his apof- 
tolic faith, prohibits, under pain of excommu- 
nication and interdiftion, all perfons ecclefiafti- 
cal and fecular, of whatfoever dignity and 
rank they may be, to form focieties or leagues 
againft the government of Scotland ; to enter 
that kingdom in an hoftile manner ; to difplay 
their banners in it; to break down houfes, 
drive away cattle, make incurfions, depreda- 
tions, &c. or to protect, favour, counfel or 
aflift, direftly or indireftly, publicly or private- 
ly, any fuch men, or focieties of men, who 
Ihall prefume to infringe this prohibition." He 
goes on, and not only declares the offenders to 
be excommunicated, but incapable of being 
abfolved, by any but himfelf and his fucceflbrs, 
unlefs it be upon death-bed, and when they 
fliall be thought paft recovery. He alfo declares 
them to be infamous, and, as fuch, incapable 
of all privileges, honours, places of truft or 
profit, and all offices civil, military, or eccle- 
fiaflic ; makes void their teflaments ; degrades 
them from their order of knighthood, or any 
pretenfions to nobility ; abfolves their fubjefts, 
if they have any, from all the obligations for- 
merly due to them ; and, in a word, omits no- 
thing fit to terrify all the enemies of the king 
and kingdom of Scotland, whether foreign or 
domeflic, into a peaceable difpofition with re- 
fped to them. 

The 
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f^m'thV^ The feafonable publication of this bull was 
5^'/*;- attended with the beft eflFefts for the Scots. It 

Kmable for 

SwHiaoJ* contributed to bring Henry to reafon, and to 
extinguifh the remains of Donald^s rebellion. 
He and his family, however, were reftored af- 
terwards to the earldom of Rofs ; and though 
they fwore homage, as lords of the Ifles, to the 
crown of Scotland, they were coniidered as 
feudal princes, and as retaining certain rights 
in their own dominions that gave them a title 
to be ftill comprehended as parties in treaties 
with foreign powers. What thofe rights ipc* 
tifically were, does not clearly appear. All wc 
know is, that they claimed an exemption, in 
Certain cafes, from the civil law of Scotland ; 
and that they had the power of life and death. 
Upon the whole, their cafe was very extraordi- 
nary ; and our ignorance as to its particulars, 
arifes from the barbarity of the people, who, 
in thofe times^ had no means of tranfmitting 
their hiftory. The reft of this year, and great 
, part of the year 141 1, were fpent in negocia- 
tions between Henry and the regent of Scotland, 
which produced a mutual ceffation of arms. 
Henry fent over a reinforcement of troops to 
the affiftance of the duke of Burgundy, who 
was then in open rebellion againft the king of 
France ; and this haftened the conclufion of th6 
treaty which had been long depending between 
Jlenry and the regent of Scotland ; for it is 
certain, that feme troops were fent over from 

I Stodand 



14x1. 



O F S C O T L A N D. 339 

Scotland before the year 1412* That James a.d.i4». 
that year refided at Croydon is without quef- 
tion ; and that he rewarded Sir William Dou* 
glas of Drumlanrig with a grant of an eftate, 
all written by his own hand, in confideration 
of the fervice he had done his country at Rox- 
burgh. This charter has been publifhed by 
Mr. Anderfon, and is written entirely in the 
royal ftyle ^. No mention is made in it of the 
regent ; and though it is fealed only with the 
king's private fignet, he exprefsly orders it to • 
be extended by his chancellor in due form, and 
authenticated under his great feal of Scotland. 

The earl of Douglas was the firft who car- .^. . 

^ o / AintTt of 

ned over the reinforcements to France, in con- Fr»«>ce. 
fequence of the late engagements between that 
crown and the government of Scotland. He 
was attended by the lord Henry Sinclair, earl 
of Orkney ; and having been three times driven 
back in their voyage by contrary winds, they 

• ** JamU> throu the grace of God king of Scottia, till all that 
this lettre hereis or feis, fendis gretynge. Wit ye that we have 
■ grauntit, and be this prefentis lettres grauntis, a fpcciall confiiv 
matiun in the moft forme till oure traifte and wele-belofit cofyng. 
Sir William of Douglas of Drumlangrig, of all the landis that he 
is poffeflit and chartrit of within thekyngdome of Scotlande, that 
is for to fay, the landis of Drumlangrig, of Hawyke, and of Sel- 
. kirke, the whilkis, charts, and poffcfliouns, be this lettre we 
conftrme, and will for the mare fekernes this oure confirmatioune 
be formabilli efter the fourme of oure chanuffellure, and the te- 
nor of his chartris, felit with oure grete fele in tyme to come. In 
witncfs of the whilkis this preftntis lettres we wrate with oure 
propre hande, under the fignet ufit in felyng of our lettres, as 
now at Croidoune, the laft dale of November, the zer of oure 
Lorde MCCCCXII, 

re- 
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A.D.S4I2. repaired to Icolm-kill, in the Frith of Forth, 
After paying their devotions at the fhrine 
of St. Columb, they fet fail a fourth time, and 
landed with a fair wind on the coaft of Flan- 
ders. Here it is proper to conneft this hiftory 
with a Ihort review of that of France. Charles 
the fixth of that kingdom continued to.be in- 
fane, and had the misfortune of being married 
to a princefs of Bavaria, who loved neither 
him, his family, nor people. She was con- 
nefted with his brother, Lewis duke of Or- 
leans ; and they kept magnificent courts, while 
the king and his children were without the 
neceflaries of life. In one of his lucid intervals, 
while he was fenfible of his own miferable fitu- 
ation, he ordered the princes of his blood to be 
iiimmoned to his council. Thofe, befides the 
duke of Orleans, were the dukes of Burgundy, 
Berry, and Bourbon, with the kings of Navarre 
and Sicily, who all of them condemned the 
conduct of the queen and the duke of Orleans. 
The latter retired from court, and foon after, 
his affaffination, which we have mentioned, by 
the duke of Burgundy happened. That prince 
was one of the greateft potentates in Europe ; 
and I perceive, from the continuator of Fordun, 
that Alexander Stuart, earl of Marr, was one 
of his generals, and chiefly inftrumental in the' 
victory he gained over the people of Liege. ^ 
During his abfence in that war, the queen and- 
the other princes of the blood got poflTeffion of: 
.. the 



I 
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the king's perfon^and carried him to Tours; but a.d. i4»a4 
fpme flight fubmiflions offered by the duke of 
Burgundy, procured him his pardon, and he 
was fbemingly reconciled to the Orleans family. 
This reconciliation was of no long continuance; 
and the duke of Burgundy once more formed 
a party againft the queen and the other princes. 
The degeneracy of the French court, at that 
timet, was fuch, that^ ;t pew ^ccQipmodation took 
place, the confequences of whicji were a breach 
between Henry the fourth df England^ and the 
duke of Burgundy, and the condufioa of a 
treaty of marriage between his daughter and 
the dauphin, by which the duk^ became his 
guardian, and co&fbquently the itianagemdnt 
of public affairs dfcvOlved upoA him^ hq being 
in poffeflion of the perfon of the king, as well 
as of his intended fon-in-law. 

This produced a new confederacy of the 
princes of the blood againft the duke of Bur^ 
gundy, which was followed by a frefli accbm- 
modation ; and that duke again ftrengthened 
himfclf by an alliance with Henry, to whom he 
was accufed of having fold the monarchy of 
France* This brought the Englifh auxiliaries, 
I have mentioned, to his affiftance, about the 
* time that the earls of Douglas and Orkney em- 
barked for France. It is difficult to fay, what 
part they were to aft when they arrived there ; 
for Henry had, by this time, once more brokeii 
with the duke of Burgundy, and had be- 
. Vol. III. li come 
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A. D. 1413. come the protedor and head of the other 
princes of the bloody who were that duke^s 
enemies. They were foon relieved from this 
difficulty, by the duke of Burgundy uniting 
with the princes againft the Englifh, who were 
left alone to maintain their own quarrel. Such 
was the Hate of aflFairs in France, when Henry 
the fourth of England died, on the twentieth 
of March 141 39 and was Succeeded by his fon 
Henry the fifth. 

This year was diftinguilhed by the founda- 
tion of the univerfity of Aberdeen, and by a 
fingle combat fought before the earl of Doug- 
las, between John Hardy and Thomas Smith, in 
which the latter, who had falfely accufed the 
former of treafon, was killed. A diflFcrencc 
having happened between Sir John Drummond 
of Concragie, and Patric Graham^ earl of 
Strathern, they were reconciled, by the latter 
giving to the former his fifter in marriage, and 
both of them taking the facrament together, as 
an affurancc of friendlhip between them ; but 
without any effect, for the earl was killed by 
Drummond and his friends, in the town of 
Crief. The murderers were apprehended, and 
two of them, William Oliphant and his brother 
Arthur, were hanged ; but Drummond himfelf 
died of a dyfentery. 

Upon the acceflion of Henry the fifth of Eng- 
land to that crown, the whole of his conduft, 
both public and private, became very different 

from 
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from what it had been while he was prince of a, 0.14x3, 
Wales. Though he had lived in great friend- 
Ihip with James, yet one of the firft aSs of his 
government was to order James, the earl of 
Fife, the lord William Douglas of Dalkeith, and 
William Giffiard, Efq. to be confined in the 
Tower of Li6ndon, left they fliould take advan- 
tage of the public confufion upon his father's 
death. He then provided for the defence of 
the borders of Scotland, and wifely took the 
young earl of Northumberland, who ftill re- 
mained in that kingdom, under, his proteftion, 
with an intention to reftore him to his father's 
honours and cftate. He then fubdued the lord 
Cobham, who was at the head of the Lollards ; 
and fummoning his council together, he re- 
quired their opinion, whether he ought to 
march againft Scotland or France. The wifeft 
of his counfellors advifed him to the latter, al- 
ledging that he had little to fear from Scotland, 
while he had her king in his power. The earl 
of Weftmoreland oppofedChicheley,archbifliop, 
and the duke of Exeter, in this meafure, but he 
was over-ruled ; and Henry being now fixed in 
his refolution to invade France, r-elented in his 
rigour againft the Scots ; for, in April enfuing, 
he ordered the following gentlemen of that na- 
tion to be fet at liberty. Sir James Douglas, 
Thomas Hamilton, John Bois, John Lyon, Du- 
gal Drummond, Adam Cockburn, Alexander 
Aikenhead, William Brown, John Paterfon, 

I i 2 John 
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John Hume,t John Wallace, Johti Scrixngeotnv 
Gilbert Dalrymple, and feveral others of left 
note. This lenity proceeded from Heliry^s de- 
iire to keep the Scots, at leaft, neutral^ while hir 
was abfent on his French expedition, but it 
was far from being attended with that effed ; 
but it brought on three different negotiations 
for the ranfom of James. The firft was in April, 
when the Scotch plenipotentiaries were, Walter 
bifliop of Brechin, William lord of Graham, 
Alexander Ogilvy, flieriff of Angus^ Robert 
Lany, and John Weems. The next negotiation was 
in July following, when Sir John Sinclair, Sir 
William Cockburn, Adam Cockburn, Alexander 
Hog, John Hog, and James Patricfon, were em- 
ployed ; and in December the plenipotentiaries 
were Sir William Douglas of Drumlanrig, Alex- 
ander de Efcheles, and John Wallace. 
James car. So many trcatics being fet on foot during fo 
to windfo^ fhort a time, fufBciently prove the great deiire 
the Scotch nation had for their king's reflora* 
tion. The regent was equally follidtous about 
the redemption of his fon Murdoc, earl of Fife, 
and fent his brother the earl of Buchan to treat 
for his ranfom, and likewife thofe of his friends, 
Patric Dunbar of Belc, William Hay of Locbin- 
warret, and William Borthwic, knights. They 
likewife had it in commiffion to renew or pro-* 
long the truce ; and a' new one was concluded, 
which was to laft no longer than the firft of 
June 1 4 1 4. The truth is, Henry never bad been 

in 
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in earneft with regard to the redemption of A.D.I4l^ 
James, but he undoubtedly would have con- 
fented to the ranlbm of Murdoc, if his father 
could have undertaken that the Scotch troops 
ihould be recalled out of France ; this, however, 
. was fo far from being the cafe, that the antient 
league between the Scots and the French had 
been renewed fome years before, and fwom to 
by Walter earl of Athol, brother to the regent, 
the earls of Buchan and Strathern, William lord 
Graham, John Stuart of Darnley, James Dou- 
glas of Aberdeen, brother to the earl of Douglas, 
and James Douglas of Dalkeith. It was in con- scotch iti«^ 
fequence of this agreement that the Scotch Franw? 
auxiliaries had been fent over to France, under 
the earls of Douglas and Orkney, and were 
every day encreafing, which determined Henry 
to alter his meafures. We accordingly find, that 
after all negotiations for a farther prolongation 
of the truce, or for the ranfom of James, were at 
an eftd, that prince was, by Henry's orders, car- 
ried, in the month of Auguft 1414, from the ,^^ 
Tower of London- to the caftle of Windfor ; and 
that the fum of three hundred pounds was 
iffued out of the exchequer of England for his 
maintenance, Smd that of the earl of Fife and 
fome others. This fhameful allowance is a full 
prok)f that James was not properly fupplied du- 
ring his captivity by the regent, and partly ac- 
counts for the animofity which he afterwards 
difcovered againft that princess family. 
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A.D. 1414. The truce between Scotland ^nd England bc- 
^JSl^on^ i"g expired, and Henry on the point of depart- 
ing for France, the Scots made fo formidable an 
appearance on the EngUih borders, that Henry, 
to keep them in temper, gave way to a negotia- 
tion for an exchange of the young earl of Nor- 
thumberland, whofe deliverance he had for fome 
time refolved on, and the earl of Fife* It was 
agreed, before Henry fet out for France, that 
Robert Stuart, the earl of Fife's fon and heir, 
George Dunbar, fon and heir to the earl of 
March, the earl of Buchan, the lord Graham, 
John Stuart of Innermeth, Robert Maxwel of 
Calderwood, and Andrew Hall, parfon of Lyflon, 
ftiould cfcort the earl of Northumberland to the 
border, and receive for him, in exchange, the 
perfon pf the earl of. Fife, who was on his jour- 
ney for that purpofe. Some frefli provocations, 
which Henry received, broke oflf the agreement, 
and the earl of Fife attempted to efcape ; but , 
was retaken by one Pudfey, for which he re- 
ceived from Henry twenty pounds fterling 
a year, in land, during his life. The exchange, 
however, was completed towards the end of 
14*5. the year 141 5, or the beginning of the next, 
theficgcof The truce between the two nations being 
feS^rcd^ either broken or expired, at the time of Henry's 
departure for France, the Scots not only raifed 
a great army, but provided a fleet and a train 
of artillery for befieging Berwic. This under- 
taking came to nothing, either through the ex- 
cellent 
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teilent difpofitions made by Henry, or his fecret a.d. 1415. 
correfporiditt'cc with the regent; and all that 
was done during the campaign was the burn- 
ing of Penrith by the Scots j and of Dumfries 
bythe EngMiV The amazing battle of Agin- 
court, gained 'by Henry againft the French, and 
his other 'fiicceffes in that country, maiie very 
little alteration in the aflFairs between Scotland 
and England ; nor indeed was the fplendor of 
his victories attended with proportionable con- 
fequences. The interpofition of the emperor 
Sigifmund was very agreeable to Henry, whofe 
affairs in France were then diftreft. That cm- 
peror came to Calais, and followed Henry into 
England, where he oflFered him a plan of an ac- 
commodation, which Henry was far from dif- 
liking ; and a truce was accordingly refolved on 141^, 
between France and England, in which the 
Scots were included. This ceflktion of hoftili-. 
ties brought on a frefli treaty concerning the 
ranfom of James. That prince had been lately 
put into the cuftody of Sir John Pelham, one of 
the worthieft knights in England, who was al- 
lowed feven hundred pounds a-year for his 
maintenance. The treaty for his ranfom ad- 
vanced fo far, in 1416, that Henry agreed to his 
vifiting Scotland, upon condition of his forfeit- 
ing a hundred thoufand pounds fterling, if he 
did not return by a certain day. Hoftasces were An ineffec. 

^ / O tual treaty 

required for the performance, and they were to 
confift of the following perfons, Walter Stuart 

earl 
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A.D.1416. earl of Athol) and lord of Brechin, Murdoc 
Stuart earl of Fife, John Stuart his brother, earl 
of Buchan, Henry, biihop of St. Andrew's, Wil* 
Iiai!n, biihop of Olafgow, Alexander Stuart, eaxi 
of Marr and Oarioch, Archibald earl of Dou- 
glas, Alexander lindfay, earl of Crawford, 
George Dunbar, fon and heir of the earl of 
March, and Sir William de Graham, every one 
of whom had a iafe-condu& granted to himfelf, 
and to a retinue of forty peribns, by the king of 
England, and Sir William Douglas of Drum« 
lanrig, whofe retinue coniified but of twelve* 
Henry had his reafons, which are foreign to 
this hillory, but confifted principally of the 
flattering profped: he now had of conquering 
France, for difcontinuing this treaty; but no 
fooner was he embarked for his fecond expedt* 
tion againft that country, than the duke of Al- 
bany, and the earl of Douglas, entered into a pri« 
vate correfpondence with the duke of Orleans, 
who was then in England, having been made a 
prifoner at the battle of Agincourt ; and, not- 
withflanding his captivity, continued to have a 
great fway in the French government This 
correfpondence was managed by one Henry 
Talbot, a Yorkfliire gentleman ; but Henry, be- 
fore his departure, had fecured, in his intereft, 
a favourite domeftic belonging to the duke of 
Orleans, who privately gave him intelligence of 
all his mailer's motions. 
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The Scotch army was divided into two bo- a.d. 1417. 
dies, the one under the duke of Albany under- tulklZ" 
took the fiege of Berwic, and the other under 
the earl of Douglas that of Roxburgh. The 
duke of Bedford, who was then regent of Eng- 
land under Henry, according to the hiftorians 
of both nations, affembled an army, confifting 
of a hundred thoufand men, of whom forty 
thoufand, (if we are to believe what is reported 
by the duke of Exeter, who ferved in the fame 
canipaign,) were regular, well difciplined troops. 
I am inclined to believe, that thofe numbers 
were exaggerated, in order to daunt the Scots. 
The archbifliop of York, the earls of Nor* 
thumberland and Weftmoreland, ferved under 
the regent duke of England, and . the earl of 
Northumberland was entruiled with a divifion 
of the army againft the Scots, who were em- 
ployed in the fiege of fierwic, which made a 
very gallant defence. The regent of Scotland 
hearing of the earPs approach, abandoned his 
enterprize, and retreated towards Scotland. 
The Scotch army, before Roxburgh, is faid to 
have defeated the Englifii in an engagement, the 
particulars of which have come to our hands; 
but that muft be a miftake,forthey followed the 
example of their countrymen before Berwic,and" 
retreated to Scotland. Such are the lame ac- 
counts we have of this attempt, which was fo 
ill concerted, that the common people of Scot- 
land called it the Folle-raid, or the foolifh ex- 
VoL. IIL Kk pedition. 
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A. D. 1417, pedition. This circumftance, which we have 
from the continuator of Fordun, and is by no 
means to be difregarded, gives great weight to 
the relations of the Englifli, who fay that the 
Scots were entirely baffled. On the other hand, 
there is the greateft reafon for believing, that 
there was an under-hand correfpondence be- 
tween the Englilh generals and the regent, or 
fome of the heads ef the Scots, becaufe the lat- 
ter, fo far as we know, retired with little or no 
lofs, and without being purfued. In the main, 
I am inclined to believe that the regent was 
not in earneft, and that he was forced upon the 
invafion by the impatience of the Scots, for the 
prefence of their king. 
BchlvLur Henry the fifth was at this time makipg a 
of the Scots viftorious proffrefs in France, in which he was 

in France. r o ^ ^ 

favoured by the unnatural divifions of that 
court ; and in 141 8, he made himfelf mafter of 
Rouen, the capital of Normandy. The chief re- 
fiftance he and his friends encountered in the 
field, was from the Scotch auxiliaries ferving 
there, and frqm the firmnefs of the dauphin him- 
felf. After the reduction of Normandy, all the 
towils of France fubmitted,almoft to the gates of 
^^^^ Paris, excepting Frefnoy, which had a Scotch 
cromby. garrifoH, commanded by Sir Thomas Quelfe- 
tray, and Sir William Douglas. Though they 
were deprived of all hopes of relief, they made 
feveral fallies upon the enemy. In one of them 
a hundred Scotchmen were killed; and the 

flandard 
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ftandard of Sir William Douglas being taken, a. d, 1-418. 
it was hung up by Henry's orders, as a trophy, 
in St. Mary's church at Rouen. The garrifon 
continued to make a brave defence; and, if we 
are to believe the archbilhop of Rheims, who 
wrote the hiftory of Charles the fixth, defend- 
■ ed the place for fixteen months ; nor would 
Henry fuflFer it to be comprehended in any of 
the various truces which he made with the 
French and the duke of Burgundy at that 
time. It was, however, at laft forced to fub- 
mit to the conqueror. 

The dauphin of France being forfaken by his 1419. 
parents, his relations, his fervants, and fubjeds, 
caft his eyes towards the Scots,^ the faithful 
allies of his family, and fent, this year, the duke 
of Vendofme to negotiate a . new fupply of 
troops from that country. The regent duke of 
Albany was now old and infirm, and infulted 
by his eldeft fon Murdoc; but he had other ibnSj^ 
who were men of honour and principle ; and 
there can be no doubt that, in all matters of 
government, they took their direftions from 
James, who was now highly careffed by Henry. 
The duke of Vendofme's demand V^as for feven 
thoufand men, who were immediately raifed, 
and the command of them was given to John 
earl of Buchan. The chief officers under him 
were his brother Robert, Archibald earl of Wig- 
ton, fon to the earl of Douglas, Sir Alexander 
Lindfay, brother to the earl of Crawford, and* 

Kk2 Sir 
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A.D. 1410. Sir Thomas Swinton. The Caftiliaxis, who wcrd 
the only allies beildes the Scots, who counte- 
nanced the dauphin, fent him fome fhips, which 
carried over part of thofe auxiliaries from Scot- 
land, towards the end of the year 141 9, and the 
remainder in 1420. Henry had fitted out a 
' large fleet in 141 9, to intercept the Caftilian 
fleet, but it landed fafe at Rochelle. 
Death of the Ou the third of September the regent duke 
01 Albany, died, being now fourfcore years of age, in the 
caftle of Stirling, and was buried at Dumfermling. 
If we except his ambition, and his defire to ag- 
grandize his own family, few princes of that, or 
any other age, difcovered greater qualifications 
for governmei^t than he did ; and the wifdom of 
his adminiftration alone preferved Scotland from 
the miferies in which it muft have been otherwife 
involved, during her king's captivity. Some, 
as I have already hinted, have endeavoured 
to vindicate him from the charge of hav- 
ing murdered the duke of Rothefay, chiefly 
becaufe, according to them, Boece is the firft 
hiftorian who mentions it, and as it is not taken 
notice of by Winton,who lived at the time; but 
the cataftrophe of that unfortunate prince is very 
circumftantially related by Bower, or, as he is 
called by others, Bowipaker, who wrote before 
Boece *. As to the^ feence of Winton, who 

• In the Harleian MSS of Fordun, and liis continuator. Bower' ' 
iimfelf fays, that be wrote in the year 1441, which is confinncd 
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wrote about the year 141 7, we are to remember a«d.i4kk 
that the regent was his* friend and patron j and 
therefore it cannot be e:ifpeaed that Wintoa 
would charge him with fo foul a crime, not to 
mention the danger to which he muft have cx- 
pofed himfelf. Even Bower is fo cautious, that 
he fays, " The prince was worn out by a dyfen-* 
tery, or, according to fome, by hunger." In 
ihort, the whole complexion of the regent's ad* 
miniftration proves, that he was by no means 
defirous of the king's return, or of refigning the 
government; and poffibly, when we confidcr the 
titles he affumed to himfelf, he might revive, 
among his party, the old doctrine of the colla- 
teral fucceffion. The flourilhing ftate in which 
Scotland was in under his adminiftration, the 
equality to which fhe was raifed with Eng- 
land, and the other powers upon the continent ; 
and above all, the large fupplies fhe was enabled 
to fend to her allies, are fo many evidences of 
this regent's abilities. Before I clofe his characr 
ter, I mull obferve one very extraordinary piece 
of policy he made ufe of, which was that of al- 
ways keeping alive a pretender to the crown of 
England, in the perfon of the fuppofed Richard; 
for the lafl impoflor of this kind, after leading 
a fequeflered life, as has been hinted, under the 
malk of devotion, died pretty much about the 
fame time with the regent himfelf. 

by the MSS commonly called the Black-book of Pajfle\', which 
was carried out of Scotland by the lord Fairfax. 

Such 
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A. D. 1420. Such was the veneration of the public for 
^ellllTy ^^^ memory of the duke of Albany, that 
Mttld^ ^^* P^^ ^^ regent devolved upon his eldeft 
fon Murdoc, though no way qualified for the 
fiation. There is not, perhaps, in hiftory, a fitu- 
ation parallel to that of the Scotch nation at 
this time. Their favourite ally took part with 
their capital enemy, who was mailer of their 
king's perfon. The fame ally had difinherited 
and profcribed his fon, whofe quarrel he cfpout 
cd, and who was now tottering on the verge 
of ruin. Thus the Scots had the honour of, 
perhaps, being the firft people who diftinguilh- 
ed between the letter and the fpirit of a treaty, 
in a manner which has immortalized their me- 
mories, even among their enemies. Un- 
daunted by the power, and unwarped by the 
arts, of the greateft and moft ambitious prince of 
his age, and unawed even by the danger of their 
own king, whom they adored, they preferred 
good faith to all confiderations ; a conduct 
equally wife as virtuous. The French^ it is 
true, never after were grateful enough to re- 
ward the fervices done them by the Scotch na- 
tion ; nor had the latter ferved them only on 
their oWn account ; for we are to confider that, 
had Henry become the peaceable poffeffor of 
their throne as well as that of England, Scot- 
land muft have become a province to both, 
without fcarcely being able to make a ftruggle 
for her liberties. 

The 
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The arrival of the Scotch auxiliaries gave fo a.d. 1420. 
fudden a turn to the French affairs, that Henry "ufy ©f J^V 
became, all of a fudden, pacific, upon being of- ^^^^' 
fered, on the part of the French court, all his 
Norman conquefts, and the territory ceded to 
England by the treaty of Bretigny. Henry, 
trufting to his being mafter of the perfon of 
James, demanded thofe territories in fovereign- 
ty ; which was refufed him, and the dauphin 
imited with the duke of Burgundy againft the 
Englifh. Henry, however, continued ftill vic- 
torious on the fide of Paris ; but he received fe- 
veral checks from the Scots, who even threaten- 
ed to befiege Bayonne, and were daily pour- 
ing reinforcements into France, by the Cafl;iliaa 
tranfports. In the mean time, the duke of Bur- 
gundy was perfidioufly murdered by the dau- 
phin's orders, and the young duke joined with 
Henry in revenging his father's death ; nor was 
there a perfon in France, at this time, fo unpo- 
pular as the dauphin. At this junfture, nothing 
would ha^e been fo fatal to Henry's affairs as the 
arrival of theduke of Orleans (who continued to 
be fl:ill a prifoner in England) in France. Henry 
ftill received intelligence of his keeping a fecret 
correfpohdence with the Scotch government, 
and therefore wrote the following cuiious letter 
to one of his noblemen in the north ^, which. 



* See Hearne's appendix to the Life of Henry the Fifth, by an 
aufhor who calls himfelf Titus Livius, and who had a penfion 
from Henry, as his hiftorigrapher, 

though 
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A^D. 1420. though material to the Scotch affairs at this 
time, has been omitted by all their hiflorians. 
« Furthermore, I wrote, that ye commend with 
my brother, with the chancellpr, with my 
coufin of Northumberland, and my couiin of 
Weftmoreland, and that ye fet a good ordi- 
nance for my north marches, and efpecially for 
the duke of Orleance, and all the remanant of 
my prifoners of France, and alfo for the king of 
Scotland. For, as I am fecretly informed, by a 
man of a right noteable eftate in this lond, that 
there hath been a man of the duke of Orleance 
in Scotland, and accorded with the duke of Al- 
bany, that this next fummer he fliall bring in 
the manuel militia of Scotland, to ftir what he 
may; and alfo that there fhould be founden 
ways to the having a way, fpecially of the duke 
of Orleance ; and alfo of the king, as well as of 
the remanant of my forefaid prifoners : that God 
do defend. Wherefore I wole, that the duke 
of Orleance be kept ftill within the caftle of Pom- 
fret, without going to llobert's place, or to any 
other difport. For it is better he lack his dif- 
port, than we were difteyned of all the reman- 
ant. Do thus yc thinketh." 

Treaty of From this letter we perceive, that fome dif- 
politions had been made for J^mes efcaping 
from his confinement ; but the treaty of Troyes, 
which foon followed, placed Henry at the fum- 
mit of his ambition, by his being folemnly ac- 
knowledged by all but the dauphin's party, 

which 
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Which was then veiy confiderable in France, a^v.jj^<^ 
the regent and heir of that kingdom ; the treaty 
being guarantied by the emperor Sigifmund^ 
the psdatine of the Rhine, ;ind the duke of Ba* 
varia,: who became parties with Henry againft 
the dauphin. The latter had, by the affiftance 
of the Scots, garrifoned Melun, Montereau, 
Montargis, Meux, and Compeigne; and he 
fi(Mmed Pont d'Efprit: in Languedoc. Having 
likewife reduced Nifhies, he ordered a general 
rendezvous of all his troops to be held at 
Bourges in Berry. This gave a flight check to 
Henry's arms ; but he foon recovered Mon-* 
tereau, and made difpofitions for befieging Me- 
lun. As this place was of itfelf ftrong, and 
defended by a good garrifon, under a brave 
officer, Henry had fent for reinforcements from 
England, under his brother, the duke of Bed^ 
ford, who, by his orders, brought over with 
him, at the fame time, the king of Scotland. 
Upon his arrival at the £ngli& camp before 
Melun, Henry put him in mind of the oUiga^ 
tioAS he lay under to himfelf and his father, 
and acquainted him, that he might now pur*- 
chafe his liberty, if ha would publiih an or- 
der, under his hand, requiring all the Scots to 
depart out of France. The anfwer of James^ Magnani* 
in this trying fituation, was polite, but, at the j^^^ 
fame time, magnanimous, and truly royal; 
being, according to the beft authorities, to the 
following effeft : « That as to .the enteftain- 
Vql. IIL L 1 ment 
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x.D. ¥420. notent he had received, thanks and gratitude 
were all the retribution which his capacity fuf- 
fered him to make : that his majefty's requeft 
was unreafonable, becaufe his fubjecls "would 
look upon it as the effects of compulfion : but, 
fuppofing himfelf to be free, his majefty muft 
have the meaneft opinion of him, if he ihould 
put any confidcration in competition with the 
happinefs of his people : and concluded with 
conjuring Henry not to require of him things 
that muft difhonour his character, and belye 
the education and the noble examples he had 
received at the Englifli court." 

Henry appeared afliamed to prefs his iinman^ 

VOflatlCl Or 

the king of ly rcquclt farther, but he did not fail of making 
all the advantage he could of his royal pri- 
foner ; nor were all the Scots, at this time, 
united in their fentiments. Many of them 
obtained paffports from Henry to repair to 
France, that they might form a body-guard to 
their young king. Among thofe the chief was 
Sir William Douglas of Drumlanrig, who re- 
ceived a fafe-conduft from Henry to go to 
France with twenty in his company ; but with 
this remarkable provifo, " That they fliould do 
nothing prejudicial to him (the king of Eng* 
land) or to his deareft father, the king of 
France.'' From this provifo it is plain, that 
the errand of Douglas to France was not to 
fcrve in the Engliih army, but to attend his 
maften The lord Gordon carried with him 

forty 



OF SCOTLAND. 259 

forty lances and an hundred horfe; the lord a. 0.1410,: 
Forbes was attended by the fame number ; Sir 
Alexander and Sir Fergus Kennedy by thirty 
lances and iixty horfe ; Sir John Sinclair by as 
many, and two efquires; Sir William Blair 
and John Win ton by a retinue of twelve per- 
ibns each; and all of them prepared to go to 
France to receive their foverieign's commands. 
Whether they aftually arrived there does not 
appear; but it is certain, that fome of them at' 
tended James, and were at leaft fpeftators of 
Henry's warlike operations. Their unfeafon- 
able loyalty gave James great uneafinefs. He 
could not order them to depart France without 
grofsly^ affronting Henry, and afting incon- 
fiftently with his own declaration. Henry, on 
the other hand, made a moft ungenerous ufe of 
their zeal for thdr king's perfon ; for he de- 
clared, that all the Scots in the dauphin^s fer* 
vice were rebels to their lawful fovereign, and 
he would treat them as fuch, wherever they 
fell into his hands. ' 

It was not long before he had an opportu- ^.^ ^^^^j 
nity of putting his barbarous menace into exe- !** jhcScott 

\ *** France. 

cution. The town and caftle of Melun, after a 
brave refiftance againft continued attacks for 
eighteen weeks, was obliged through famine to 
accept of a capitulation ; one of the articles of 
which was, « That all the Englifli and Scots in 
the place fliould be refigned to the abfolute 
difpofal of the king of England;'' and Henry 

L 1 2 actually 
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A. D. 14*1. aiftually ordered twenty Scotch foldierft td h€ 
immediately hanged up as rebels^ befidei rio* 
lating the capitulation in other refye6^» It 
does not appear, that James was along M^th 
Henry when he made his entry, as regent of 
France, into Paris ; but he certainly returned 
with him to England in the year 142 1. Upon 
his arrival there, he heard that the Scots Under 
the earl of Douglas had made an irruption into 
England, from whence they had carried off an 
immenfe booty, after burning Newark; that 
they had been forced, by a peftilence then 
raging in the north of England, to return to 
their own country; but that it was expeded 
cveiy day they would renew their invafion. 
Henry's fentiments with regard to the Scots 
were, by this time, greatly altered. Inftead 
of making reprifals by fire and fword, he 
made a peaceable progrefs with his beautiful 
queen to York, where he invited the carl of 
Douglas to a conference in April ; and the earl 
agreed to ferve him, during life, by fea or 
land, abroad or at home, as often as required, 
againft all living (his own liege-lord, the king 
of Scotland, being excepted) with two hun- 
dred foot, and as many horfe, and that at his 
own charges; the king of England allowing 
him a yearly revenue of two hundred pounds, 
for paying his expence in going by fea or land 
to the army. I ihall not attempt to defend this 
treaty, though the meafure may certainly be 

aUe- 
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alleviated by its being made with the confent a.d.i4»«, 
of J^mes^ 

That prince^ we may reafoaably fuppofe, was, a new ne- 
by this time, tired of his long captivity. Hen- tTth\h« 
ry, at the feme time he made his agreement ^'^^' 
with the earl of Douglas, declared, that he was 
ricfolved to carry James once more with him 
into France ; but he promifed, that three months 
after their return from that kingdom, he ihould 
be at liberty to reiide, for a certain time, in 
his kingdom of Scotland, upon Henry's receiv- 
ing the following noblemen as hoflages for his 
return, Thefc were, Walter Stuart earl of 
Athol ; Walter Stuart, fon and heir of the duke 
of Albany; Thomas earl of Murray, William 
earl of Angus, Alexander earl of Crawford^ 
William earl of Orkney; the bifhops of St 
Andrew's, Glafgow, Dunkeld, and Murray; 
James Douglas, fecpnd fon to the earl of Dou- 
glas; Robert lord of Erflune, William Hay, 
lord of Enrol, and conflable of Scotland ; Ro- 
bert Stuart, lord of Lorn; James Sandilands, 
lord of Calder ; Malcolm Fleming, lord of Big* 
gar ; James Hamilton, lord of Cadzow ; Tho- 
mas Boyd, lord of Kilmarnock ; Robert Keith, 
marfhal of Scotland ; and William Borthwick, 
lord of Borthwick. 

During Henry's refidence in England, the g^^^i^ ^^ 
fJorman and Anjovine nobility declared for ^^^|5 ^^ 
the dauphin ; and the latter were proteded by ^^^ scois. 
the Scots, who lay in their duchy. The duke 

of 
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A.D.T421' of Clarence, brother to Henry, then, command* 
ed the Englifli army in France ; and refolving 
to ftrike fome important blow during his Int)- 
thcr^s abfence, advanced towards Baug^, -in- 
tending to befiege it The earl of Buchan» 
hearing of his march, called in his parties un- 
der the earl of Wigton and la Hire, a French 
oflSicer, with an intention to fight the duke. 
The Scots were then encamped about four 
miles from Baugy, at a town where they in- 
tended to celebrate Eafter ; and the duke, in- 
ftead of befieging Baugy, marched to Beaufort 
in the neighbourhood, in hopes of furpiifing 
the Scots. The earl of Buchan, fufpeding his 
intention, difpatchcd his coufin. Sir John Stu- 
art of Darnley, with about forty picked horfc- 
men, to obferve the enemy's motions. This 
party falling in with the whole Engliih army, 
efcaped back to the Scotch camp with great 
difficulty ; and the earl of Buchan had juft time 
to fend Stuart of Railftone, with a fmall detach- 
' ment, to make fure of a fmall bridge, which was 

the only paffage over the deep rapid brook of 
Baugy. Stuart had the good fortune to take pof- 
feffion of the bridge, from whence the duke of 
Clarence foiight to diflodge him ; but he being 
reinforced by two hundred Scotchmen, under 
Hugh Kennedy, gained fo much time by a 
brave refiftance, that before the duke could 
force his paffage over the bridge,* the earl of 
Buchan was prepared to receive him in a field 

in 



OF S C O T jL AND. jUj 

in the neighbourhood of Baugy. The duke a. a 14*1. 
incautioufly continued the purfuit of Stuart's 
party; and failmgiiii with the, advanced guard 
of the ScotS) coniifiing of no more thane two 
hundred men^ commanded by the earl of Bu<^ 
chan himfelf. He was fingled out by Sir Thomas 
Swinton, who. wounded hiot in the face with 
his lance, and then he was .difpatched by the 
earl of Buchan's mace. The battle then be- 
come general and bloody ; but the Englifh 
were totally dfefeated, with the lofs of fixteen 
hundred and feventeen - (though the French 
and fome Scotch hiftorians make them amount 
to three thoufand) men. Among the killed^ 
on the part of the Englifh, befides the duke of 
Clarence, were, the earl of Kent ^, with the 
lords Roos and Grey of Codnor. The chief 
of the. prifoners were the earl of Somerfet (who 
was taken by one Laurence Vcrnor, a Scotch 
gentleman, and afterwards a knight) ; the earl 
of Huntingdon (who was taken by one Sir 
John Lyon f); the carl of StraflFord, who was 
likewife count of Perche in France ; the lord 
Thomas, brother to the earl of Somerfet, whofe 
fitter was afterwards married to James ; and 
the lord Fitz^Walter, who was taken by Henry 

• His death is not mentioned by fome of the Englifh hifto- 
rians; but Bower makes mention of an earl of Riddefdale, who 
was (lain in this action. 

t Called by Bower Lyon- Bold \ but I fufpe^l: the latter fylla- 
ble to have been only an epithet, 

Cun- 
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A.D.s4at. CunninghaiiH a Scotchman* This aAion coft 
the Scots no more than twdve men« When 
the news of the Engliih defeat was carried to 
pope Martin the fifth at Rome, his refledion 
upon it was, ^ That the Scots had always been 
excellent antidotes to the En^iih ^•'' 
This defeat at Saugy is attributed to the im« 
^ucocei. petuofity of the duke of Clarence^ who refiifed 
to take the earl of Huntingdon's advice, by 
waiting for the reii^forcements that were on 
their march under the earl of Saliib^ury. Thefe 
accordingly came up before the battle was 
quite over ; but all they could do was to. i^M 
vour the retreat of their countrymen, and to 
carry oflF the duke of Clarence's body f . Upon 
this vidory, the dauphin gave the fword of 
conftable of France to the earl of Buchan, who 
immediately formed the fiege of Alen^on. The 
earl of Salifbury attempted to raife it, but was 
defeated, with the lofs of fome hundreds of h}$ 
men. All the glorious fervices of the Scots to 
the French ferved only to encreafe the malice 

* This bon mot, if it is fuch, is prefervtd in the two foUawin^ 
xnonkiih rhymes. 

Pontifex ftrpremus Martinus fert vice quintus, 
Antidotum Scoti Anglorum funt bene noti. 

t I have, in my account of this battle, chiefly followed Bower^ 
whofe narrative agrees with the beft hiftorians of the time. Xater 
Engliih writers pretend, that the Scots axui French loft eleyea 
hundred men in the adtion. It is true, the difproportion of the 
numbers (lain on both (ides is very great, but not fp great as we 
find in many Englifh relations of battles loft by the Scots to the 
EngUlh. 

and 
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and envy of the latter towards their brave de- a.d. 1421 
liverers, whom they called5 " gtizzlers of wine, 
and guttlers of mutton?- The dauphin was in 
no condition to refentthofe infults againfi his 
allies, which were thrown out in his own pre^ 
fence. But, after the battle of Baugy^ calling 
them before him, " What do you nowx think, 
gentlemen, faid he, of the Scotch guzzlers of 
wine, and guttlers of mutton ?". Wehav^rca^ 
fon, however, to believe, that the malice of 
their French enemies was carried farther thaa 
railing ; for it is certain, that the Scots wero 
obliged to raife the fiege of Alen9on, becaufe 
they were not furniflied with artillery to carry 
it on. After the fiege was raifed, the confta^' 
ble and the earl of Wigton took up their quar- 
ters at a place called by Bower Chatillon, from 
whence they continually harralied the Englifh^ 
recovered feveral places for the dauphin, and 
performed many noble feats of war. 

Henry, about this time, arrived in France* 142a. 
with thirty thoufand frefh troops, carrying f/jllj'y *"/„« 
with him the king of Scotland. This army, u^J;^^**^' 
joined with the Englifh already in France, 
proved irrefiftible, and bore down all before 
it Among other places; be' took Meaux by 
capitulation ; but hanged up all the Scots he 
found in the garrifon. After an uninterrupted 
courfe of viftories, all of which are foreign to 
this hiftory, he fell ill at Senlis, and was car- 
ried to Vincennes^ where he expired. The 

Vol. IIL M m Scotch 
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A. D. i4aa. Scotch hiftorian. Bower, according to the fii- 
perilition of the times, attributes his mortal 
illnefs (which proved to be a fiftula, or inflam- 
mation of the anus) to his violating the ihrine 
of Fiacre, a Scotch faint, whom I have men- 
tioned in a former part of this hiftory. The 
fame, with other ridiculous particulars of the 
like kind, have been related by modern French 
hiftorians, who ought to have been better in- 
ftrufted. The truth fcems to be, that Henry's 
cruelty in putting his enemies, efpecially the 
Scots, to death in cold blood, gave great of- 
fence, even to the French of his own party. 
After he had taken Meaux, he ordered part of 
his army to attack the fanftuary of St. Fiacre, 
to which, on account of the reputed fanftity of 
the place, the country people had driven their 
cattle and efFecls, which the Englifli not only 
carried oflf, but ftruck off the head of the French 
officer who had them in charge, and put about 
three hundred of the inhabitants to the fword. 
The phyficians who attended Henry in his laft 
illnefs, not rightly comprehending the nature 
of his difeafe, afcribed it to his violating the 
flirine of St. Fiacre. " Wherever I go, replied 
Henry, knitting his brow, I am bearded by 
Scotchmen, either alive or dead "^.^ All we 
can gather from the whole is, that Henry died 

* Ad haec rex torvo vultu & ferali voce relpondit, Quocimque 
perrexero, tarn vivos Scotos quam defundtos in barbam meam 
reperio. I fufpedt that St. Fiacre's true name was Fergus. 

of 
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of a difeafe then called, by the French, St A.D.i4aa. 
Fiacre's evil, which might firike his ignorant 
phyficians with fuperftitious notions! His death 
was followed by that of his father-in-law, 
Charles the fixth of France ; and he himfelf 
was fucceeded in the crown of England by his 
fon, Henry the fixth, who was crowned king 
of France like wife, while he was in his cradle. 

The dauphin now affumed the titic of Charles Contmui- 
the feventh; but his fituation was little bet- warii^' 
tered by the death of Henry the fifth, whofe 
two brothers, the dukes of Bedford and Glou- 
cefter, the former regent of France, and the 
other of England, fupplied his place with great 
abilities ; and their fuccefs was fuch, that king 
Charles, through the greateft part of France, 
went under the mock title of **Thc Little King 
of Bourges,'' the only place of any confequence 
that now acknowledged his authority. He 
was, at this time, not much above twenty 
years of age ; and all his hopes lay, as before, 
in the friendftiip of the Scots, and the growing 
diflike of the French towards their Englifh 
matters. After the battle of Baugy, the Scotch 
auxiliaries, among other places, took Avranches ; 
but Bower fays, that they fufFercd the Englifh 
garrifon to depart with their horfes and arms. 
This poflibly was owing to the capitulation ; 
ptherwife, confidering the provocations the 
Scotch auxiliaries' had met with from the Eng- 
lifh, who treated them as rebels, we can fcarce- 

M m 2 ly 
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A.*D. 1421. ly fuppofc they would have been fo moderate. 
The large preparations making by the duke of 
Bedford to continue the war, induced Charles 
to apply to the cbnftablc and the earl of Wig- 
ton (who, about this time, were preparing to 
fet out for Scotland on their private affairs) to 
foUicit a frefli fupply of men for his fervice. 
The conftable, who went to finifli a marriage 
he had concluded with the earl of Douglas's 
daughter, promifed him all his intcreft in this 
follicitation ; and; upon his arrival in Scotland, 
he not only prevailed with the ftates to vote a 
fupply of eight thoufand frefh auxiliaries to 
Charles, but with his new father-in-law, the 
earl of Douglas, to accept of a command in the 
French fervice. During the abfence of thofe 
two great men in Scotland, Stuart of Darnley, 
the" earl of Buchan's near relation, commanded 
the Scotch auxiliaries in France ; and was re- 
warded by Charles, about this time, with the 
lordfhip of Aubigny, and two other very fine 
eftates, Ernette and Concreffant. 
^., . f The internal aflfairs of Scotland were, at this 
affairs in time, in a miferable fituation. The reerent 

otoii4Xid. ... 

duke had neither fpirit nor abilities for govern- 
ing even his own family. The nation became 
now more uneafy than ever at the detention of 
their king in England. Being no longer in- 
fluenced by the great capacity of the late regent, 
fo total an anarchy prevailed all over the king- 
dom, that Murjdoc thought he had now. no 

iafety 
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fafety butin recalling James, to which h6 dc- a.ixi4»»* 
voted himfelf in good earneft ; and in this he 
was affiled by the arrival of his brother thd 
, conftable, and the difpo&tion of the earl of 
Douglas. That nobleman's engagements with 
Henry the fifth had been cancelled,' either by 
the death of that monarch, or by the Englifli 
regent's refufing to fulfil them. Perhaps Jid 
was not a little influenced by the title of duke ' 
of Touraine, which, with the duchy, was now 
offered him by Charles, and adually foon after 
invefted in him ; but be that as it may, he un- 
dertook to carry over to France five thoufand 
of the frefli auxiliaries, and another of his fons; 
in place of the earl of Wigton, who was indiC- 
pofed. 

The fucceffes of the Englifti arms ftill conti- thI^s^ 
nued in France; and early in the year 1423, ^^*^** 
the earl of Salifbury furprifed the ftrong pafs 
of Crevante, upon the river Younne, fix miles 
above Auxerre. The lord d'Aubigny was then 
marching to fupport Charles's arms in Cham- 
pagne ; but received, as he was preparing to 
pafs the Loire at Sien, orders from that prince, 
either to fave or to retake Crevante. This or- 
der obliged d'Aubigny to alter his route ; which 
the duke of Bedford underfl:anding, he fent 
the earl of Salifbury a ftrong reinforcement Un- 
der the marfhal of Burgundy, with orders to 
rilk every thing in defence of the place. Charles, 
upon this, was fo ill-advifed as to fend = the 

marfhal 
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A. D. 14x3. marfhal Severac to take upon him the chief 
command, with a body of raw, Undifciplined, 
men, by which the whole aniounted to about 
fourteen thoufand, of whom, it is agreed by 
all hifiorians, only the five thoufand Scots were 
foidiers. Charles, fenfible of this, had ordered 
the marihal, if poflible, to avoid a general en- 
gagement, as they were between the enemy 
ahd the town. The earl of Salifbury^s army 
was as numerous as that of the confederates, 
but compofed of the flower of the Englilh and 
Burgundian troops then ferving in France. 
The difpofition made by the confederates was 
inch, that the earl of Salifbury could not at- 
tack them with any probability of fuccefs, and 
therefore made a feint to get between them 
and the place. This" occafioned an obftinate 
difpute about the pofleffion of a bridge, which 
drawing the attention of the French to that 
fide, the Englilh took the opportunity of ford- 
ing the river, and gaining the oppofite bank. 

While the difpute at the bridge lafi;ed, the 
marihal Severac was bufied in ordering the re- 
treat of his mailer's troops, who he knew 
could not Hand an engagement ; and marching 
off at their head, he left the Scots to make head 
againft all the Englilh army. They were joined 
by a few brave French officers, who admired 
their courage ; but, after an obftinate difpute, 
twelve hundred of them were cut in pieces, and 
d'Aubigny made a prifoncr. Several Scotch 

officers 
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olEcers of diftinftion were in the number of the a. d, 14%^* 
{lain, as were the French carl of Ventadour, 
and the Sieurs Bellai and Gammaches. The 
lofs of the Englilh amounted to about five hun- 
dred, befides fome of their beft officers. The 
gaining this battle by the Englifli was attended 
with very difagreeable confequences to the^ af- 
fairs of Charles in France. 

The regent duke of Bedford was become, by The duke 
this time, fenfible of his brother's miftaken favour "^^ 
condud towards the Scots ; and that it was •'*"^ 
impoffible for the Englifli affairs in France to 
profper, if Charles fhould continue to receive 
frefli' reinforcements from Scotland* He had, 
in the beginning of his regency, treated the 
Scots whom he found in arms on the fide of 
Charles with the fame feverity, or rather cru- 
elty, that had been praftifed by Henry; but 
beiiig now convinced of his error, he would 
have immediately fet James at liberty, had it 
been in his power; but he was obliged to 
take the fenfe of the Englifli council. It does 
not appear, that the earl of Douglas had, at 
this time, left Scotland. He had, on the nine- 
teenth of April; been created duke of Tou- 
raine, and lieutenant-general of all the troops in 
France, natives as well as Scotch. He had like- 
wife formally renounced his engagements with 
the Englifli crown, and had taken an oath, of 
fidelity, as duke of Touraine, to Charles, pro- 
mifing to maintain, within the dukedom, all 

the 
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A.D. 1423. the rights of the crown, with refpe6t to coMiage 
of money, aids, fubfidies, and levies of men* 
The earl of Buchan,' who feems to have been a 
ftatefman as well as a general, performed a 
fiill greater fervice to Charles. After the de* 
parture of the earl of Douglas, he carried into 
execution as bold a meafure as the annals of any 
people can boaft of. The lofs of the Scots at 
the battle of Crevante, the detention of their 
king, and the rapid progrefs of the duke of 
Bedford's arms, ferved oi^ly to exafperate them 
againft the Englifh government; and they 
X courted every opportunity of revenge. Charles 
had taken care to fend along with the earl of 
Buchan certain trufty agents, with full powersi 
to ratify whatever fiiould be concluded iiSi his 
name ; and the earl found the regent, his eldeft 
fon Walter, the earl of Athol, with 2II the 
kading m^n, barons, and prelates of 'Scotland, 
entirely difpofcd in favour of fVance; In the 
^^ month of Oftober, at a meeting of the flates, 

imveatioo. aud in prefcuce of the French ambafiadors, the 
whole aflembly took an oath, that they would 
preferve the old league with France inviolably ; 
that they would affift Charles in his wars not 
only with the English, but with other nations, 
with whom they would not, without his con- 
fen t, even conclude a truce. To this oath war 
added an engagement, that their king ihould 
ratify, upon his returUi all that they hjid un- 
dertaken. 

This 
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This tranfaftion (^ens to us the true princi- a.d.j^ij. 
pies of that Scotch loyalty which has been fb Tf scofjl* 
boafted of by the Mackenpies, Abercromby, ^?**^^' .. 
Innes, and their other hiftorians, advocates for 
arbitrary pbwer, which they conceive to. be the 
objeft of loyalty. The Scots, of the. time I now 
treat of, and in the days of Robert Bruce, as 
appears from their celebrated letter to the pope, 
had different notions of that abufed word. 
They knew no ufe of a king but to preferve the 
rights and independency of his fubjeds ^ and 
they always fliewed themfelves ready to refign 
whatever could be dear to them, for fuch a 
prince. Their beft kings, on the other hand, had 
never entertained an idea of any other conftitu* 
tion prevailing in Scotland; nor ^ver'thought 
of inforcing any meafure that was difagreeable 
to the ftates of the kingdom. Thus the Scots 
may be faid to have been loyal to thear kingly 
becaufe their kings were loyal to their laws. 
The obligation they entered into, at this time, , 
was perfeftly conformable to the declaration of 
their anceftors in the letter I have fo of ten men- 
tioned, that, if the king fhoiMd not aft accord- 
ing to their law5 and conlHtutions, they would 
drive him from his tl^rpne, and place another in 
hi^ room. In confequence of this great princi- 
ple, they knew they witfcifrwell founded, when 
they undertook that the king fliould made good 
their engagemenjts, becaufe^ if he did pot, they 
' Voi#IIL Nn jcnew 
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A.D«s4»3. luikw that they had the reioedy in theif own 

hands *. 
Treaties 17 Thc ^^^t of the EogUfli govemment fe^toed 
jam^cSob. to fubfidc in proportion as that of the ScotcJit 
Sicrty^* rdfc. Jaxws was now highly carefifedt aad at hti 
own liberty^ within certaia bounds. The £a^ 
lifh even confulted him about the majwer of 
conducing the treaty for his ranfom ; and one 
Dongal Drummondy a prieft, was fent with a 
iafe-'condttd for the biiK)]^ of Gkfgo^ duar 
ceilor of Scotland, Dunbar, earit of Mardi, Johin 
Montgomery of Ardroflan, Sir Patric Duabar 
of Bele, Sir Robert Lawder of Edrington, Sir 
William Berth wic of Berth wic, a.nd Sir John 
Forrcfter of Corftoiphift, to have an iojberviewy 
at Pamfret, with their mafter the captive king 
of Scotland, and there to treat of their common 
interefts. Modi of thiofe noblemen and gentle* 
men had before been njominated to treat widi 
the Engiiih ' about their king's return ; aiKi 
Dougal Drummond feems to have been a do*- 
meftic f^ivourite with James. While that prince 
was making ready for his journey^ his eqxii* 
pages and attendants were encreafed to thofe 
befitting a fovereign; and he received a prefent 
from the Englifli treafuxy of a hundred pounds, 

* Modern Scotch hiflorians ha.ve placed the kivafioo of Eqg* 
land, which I hav£ already mentioned, and \vas called the Fule- 
raid, at this period ; but I hare followed Bower, as the ivreilt be- 
caufe th* oldeft^de. 

for 
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for his private expences. That he might appe^^r ik^^.*^. 
with a girandeur eye^r waj fuitaUe ta hi^ dig- 
mfcy, at evcxy ftage, were provided rdbjfS) of 
horiesy and a^ maa&cr o£ fifh^ fleih^ and fow^^ 
with cooks^ and 0(1^ fenrants^ fior furnffhing 
out the moft fumptuou^ royal eatertammeo^. 
In thi» meeting at Pomfret^ Jf^iaes ^ded as a 
kind o£ a mediator be^we^ the Engliih and 
his own fubje&s» to wh^pv he fuUy laid lumfelf 
open ; but». in the {neaa tirae^ the Kpglifh re- 
gency iflned a commiifipp for fettting the terms 
upon which James was t;Q be r^ftored^if he and 
his commiffioners lhc>ul4 h^y a p^of^i^, fpuD(|ak 
tion for fuch a treaty, The £ngli{h coii»&i£^ 
fioners were the bifh^ps o£ Duirhafn and. Worr 
cefter^ the earl$ c^ Nofthuniberland and Wefl> 
inprel^d, the lords Nevilj^ Cornwall and Cha.-. 
worthy with Matter John Wodeham, and Ro- 
bert Waterton. The inftruftions they rcceive4 
fc»in one of the tj^o& carious pailages of this hii^ 
tory; and I flial} here give them, as they are ne- 
ceiTary for confirming all I have faid concerning 

the difpofitions of the two courts at this junc- 
ture. Rymtt,voi. 

Firft, To make a fs^int pppofition ^o, any pri^ 
vate conference between the king of Scotland 
and the Scotch commiffioners. 

Secondly* To demand that, before the iai4 
king ihall have his full liberty, the kingdom of 
Scotland ihould pay to |he £ngUi^ g9vernmenc / 

N n 2 at 
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A.D.x4»3* at leaft thirty-fix thoufand pounds as an eqtu* 
valent, at two thoufand pounds a year, for the 
entertainment of king James, who was main- 
tained by the court of England, and not to abate 
any thing of that fum ; but, if p<>flible,'to get 
forty thoufand pounds. ^ ' " 

Thirdly, That, if the Scots ihould agree to 
the payment of the faid fum, the Englifh com- 
miffioners fhould take fufficient fccurity and 
hoftages for the payment of the fame ; arid that 
if they Ihould not (as there was great reafbn for 
believing they would) be fo far mollified, by 
fuch eafy terms, as to oflFer to enter upon a ne- 
gotiation for a final and perpetual peace be- 
tween the two people, that then the Englifh 
Ihould propofe the fame, in the moft handfome 
manner they could. Farther, that if fuch diflSi- 
culties fiiould arife, as might make it imprafti- 
cable immediately to conclude fuch perpetual 
peace, that the Englifh ambaffadors fhould, un- 
der pretence of paving a way for the fame, pro- 
pofe a long truce. 

Fourthly, That, in cafe the Englifh commif- 
'. fioners fhould fucceed in bringing the Scots to 
agree to the faid truce, they fhould further 
urge, that they fhould not fend to Charles of 
France, or any of the enemies of England, any 
fuccours by fea or land. Farther, that the faid 
Englifh commiflioners fhould employ their ut- 
mofl endeavours to procure the recal of the 

troops 
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troops alrdady forniihed by the Scots to France. A«D«i4t|, 
The EnglifU are comm^tnded to infift very ftrc- 
noufly upon the pointy but with difcretion. 

Fifthly^ If the Septs ihould^ as a further bond 
t>f aniity bfetwcetl -^he two nations, propofe i 
^marriage between their king and fome ndble- 
wonum of England^ the. Englilk xommiffioners 
are to make anfwer, *VThat the king of the 
Scots is well /acqvtainted with many noble- 
women, and even,thofe of the blood royal in 
England ; and that, if the .king of. the Scots 
Ihall pleafe to open his niind more freely on 
that head, the Engliih conamiflioners Ihali be 
very ready to enter upon conferences there- 
upon. But (continues the record) in cafe the 
Scotch commiflioners ^lould make no mention ' 
of any fuch alliance by marriage, it will not ap- 
pear decent for the Engliffi to mention the 
fame, becaufe the women of England, at leaft 
the noblewomen, are not ufedto oflFerthemfelvcs 
in marriage to men. 

Sixthly, If there fliould be any mention made 
concerning reparation of damages, that the 
commiifioners fhould then proceed upon the 
fame as they flxould think moft proper; and tkat 
they fhould have power; to offer fafe-conduft to 
as many of the Scots as fliould be demanded for 
to repair to the court of England. Thofe in- 
ftrudions are dated at Weftminfter, July 6^ 
1423. 

From 
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A.D. 142s. From thofe inftruftions it a{^pm% thaik ftfce 
Engliih fought, at thia tiso^ to fapf tiw fiitiid- 
fhip of the Scots almoft at any rate. Thejr ^viet 

dropt all demands of ranfom for Jafiies^ bec4U£e 
thefe might have brought on difjmtes cQ&^efjBb* 
ing the legality of his capture and 4f^^<3btaoii^ 
which they were willing to avpi^«. '^^^ ^^^^ 
wife dropt all theirunjufidiftin&ionsconcermBg; 
the Scots ferving in France ; for they adnoiitted 
theiii, on the very face of the treaty^ to. be auju- 
Haries. Nothing definitive was concluded at 
this treaty, but that anodier meeting Ihould be 
hdd at York inftead of Pomfret. This meetiag 
accordingly took place. The EngUlh coma^^ 
£oners were, Thomas bifhop of Durham, chan* 
cellor of England, Philip, bifhop of Winchefter, 
Henry Piercy, earl of Northumberland, and Mr. 
John Wodeham, Thofe for Scotland were Wil- 
liam bifliop of Glafgow, George earl of Marchy 
James Douglas of Balveny, his brother, Fatric^ 
abbot of Cambufkenneth, John, abbot of Bal^ 
sa^irino. Sir Patric Dunbar of Bele, Sir Robert 
Lawder of Edrington, Mr. George Borthwie^ 
archdeacon of Glafgow, and Patric Houflos^ 
canon of Glafgow. On the tenth of September^ 
after their meeting, they came to the foUowiog 
agreement : 

Firft, That the king of Scotland^ ^d lub 
heirs, as an equivalent for his entertainment 
while in England, fliould pay to the king of 

Eng- 



O F S C O T X A N D. 279 

EngUad, a&d his heirs, at Loiidon,in the church a.d. i4»> 
of St. Paul, by equal proportions, the Aim of 
iorty thou£uid pouuds fierling. 

Secondly, That the iirfi payment, amounting to 
the fum of ten thoufand merks, ihould be made 
fix months after the king of Scotland's entering 
hU own kingdom ; that the like fum IhouM be 
paid the ne^t year, and fo on during the ipacc 
of fix years, when the whole fum would be 
cleared ; unlefs, after payment of forty thoufand 
merks, the laft payment of tea thouiand ihould 
be remitted at the entreaty of the mofi illuf* 
trious prince, Thomas duke of Exeter* 

Thirdly, That the king of Scotland, before 
entering his own kingdom, fiiould give fuffi^ 
dent hoftages for performance on his part But, 
ia regard that the Scots plenipotentiaries had no 
lAfirui^ons concerning hofiages, it wis agreed, . 

Fourthly, That the king^ of Scotland (hould 
be at Branipath, or Durham, by the fiiH of 
March next, where he fliould be attended by 
the nobles of his blood, and other fub^eds, in 
order to fix the number and quality of the hos- 
tages. 

Fifthly, That, to cement and perpetuate the 
amity of the two kingdoms, the governor of 
Scotland fliould fend ambafladors to London, 
with power to conclude a contraft of marriage 
between the king of Scotland, and fomc lady of 
the firft quality in England, 

James, 



Hii mar* 
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A. 0.14x3, James, it is probable, had already fixt his 
choice upon the lady Joan, daughter to the late 
carl of Somerfet," who was fon to John of Gaunt,- 
duke of Lancafter, by his fecond marriage ; but 
he made his people the compliment, not only of 
confulting their opinion, but of concluding the 
match. The commiffioners,- after their agree- 
ment at York, proceeded toward London; and 
Thomas Somerville of Carnwarth,with'Walter' 
Ogiivy, were added to their huihben • Bcin^ 
arrived at that capital, they ratified-the former ar^ 
tides, and undertook for their king^ tKit 



.t • 



Ihould deliver his hoftages to the king tiPEiig^ 
land's officers, in the city of Durhaoi, 'bJ^Gstt^ 
the laft day of the enfuing month bfdfi(^li^;> 
that he ihould alfo deliver to the faSd^Jfieiirs^ 
four obligatory letters, for the whole fum'^df 
forty thoufand pounds, from the four Inirghs^ 
of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, andr'Aberdten ; 
that he ihould give his owii dbligatory let^ft* to 
the fame purpofe, before refmovihg frobi'Dtir-- 
ham, and mould rene^ the fame four days after' 
his being arrived in his own Idngdom ;.t^at the 
hoftages might be changed from time to timie'' 
for others of the fame fortune arid quality ; that 
if any of them Ihould die in England, others' 
ihould be fent thither in their room ; and that 
while they continued to ilay in England, they 
fhoijld live at their own charges. 

From 




JamesI. 



I 



O F S C O T L A N D. 281 

From this indenture we may ratioifially con- a. d. 1423. 
elude, that the trade of Scotland muft have been 
confidered in England, at this time, as being in 
a very flourifliing condition, as the fecurity of 
four towns was looked on as fufficient for the 
payment of fo great a fum as forty thoufand 
pounds. This demand, it is true, amounted to 
more than what we Jfind to have been the ftated 
allowance to James from the court of England 
during his refideuQe there, and has been, by the 
Scotch hiftorians, generally ftated as an arbi- 
trary over-charge of the Englifli. I can, by no. 
means, be of that opinion; for the furchai:ge, 
might very poffibly arife from the private debts, 
contrafted by James above his allowance by the 
government, of which the latter might under- 
take, to his creditors, to obtain payment ; a me- 
thod that, to this day, is common in negotia- 
tions of that kind, becaufe fimple individuals have . 
no other method of obtaining payment of their 
debts, from a fo vereign prince, than by applying 
to the government. The cardinal of Winchef- 
ter, who was uncle to James's bride, and had a 
principal hand in this negotiation, was by far 
the richeft fubjecl then in England, or, perhaps, 
in Europe. As James was a great favourite 
with him, we may reafonably fuppofe that he 
advanced him the money in difference, which 
we do not find was difputed by James, or his 
fubjefts. 

Vol. III. Oo The 
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A.D. i4i4« The marriage of James with the lady Joan 
**^***"^' Beaufort, eldeft daughter to John earl of Somer- 
fet, and of Catharine, daughter to Thonias 
Holland earl of Kent, was performed in the 
priory of St. Mary Overy, in Southwark, on the 
firft or fecond of February 1424; the young 
king of England, with the confent of his coun- 
cil, having prefented James with a fait of cloth 
of gold for the marriage ceremony; and ne^t 
day he received a legal difcharge of ten thou- 
fand pounds, to be deduded from the forty 
thoufand pounds, as the marriage-portion of 
the king of England's dear coufin Joan. This 
ceremony being performed, James and his 
queen fet out for Durham, where the hofiages 
were waiting. The whole of this tranfadion 
difcovered the fpirit of the Englifti council to 
be as impolitic as it was mercenary. Inftead of 
endeavouring to bind James by the ties of ho- 
nour and gratitude, they required him, after his 
Hoftagesfor ^^^^^^^ ^t Durham, where his hofiages were 
jamei. Waiting, to give in the valuation of the yearly 
rents of their eftates, which was complied with; 
and they appear, from the record publifhed by 
Mr.Rymer,tohave been as the reader will find in 
the note ^. They even obliged James to provide 

Yearly Revenues. 

Merks Steiling* 

• David, eldeft fbn and heir of Athol - . - iioo 

Thomas earl of Murray - - - . . looo 

Alexander earl of Crawfurd - , , . . xooo 

• Duncan Caxnpbel, lord of Argyle - - . . 1500 

William 



I* 
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a fet of fubftitute, or fecondary hofiages, who a. 0.1424. 
were to fupply their principals in cafe of deaths 
or other accident *. The fums annexed in 
the notes, to the name of each hoftage, is un« 
derfiood to be fterling, or Englifh, and not ^ 

Scotch, currency. The records from which 
thofe lifts are taken being of undoubted autho- 
rity^ it afccrtains the rentals of the immenfe 
eftates (when we confider the great difference 
in the value of money between that and the 
prefent times) then poffeffed by the great land- 
Yearly Revenues. 

Merks Sterling. 
William Douglas, fon and heir of the lord of Dalkeith 1500 

Gilbert, fon and heir of William Hay> conftable of Scotland 800 
Robert Keith, marihal of Scotland .... 800 
Robert Erfkine, lord of Erfldne - - - - - 1000 
Walter lord of Dirlton - ' - * - - - 800 
Thomas Boyd, lord of Kilmarnock - - - . 500 
Patric Dunbar, lord of Cumnock - - - - 500 
Alexander lord of Gordon - - - - ' - 400 

Yearly Revenues, 
Merks Sterling. 

• Thefe were, William lord of Abernethy - - 500 
Hugh Frazer, lord of Lovat, his evaluation is not fet do\<rn 
James Dunbar, lord of Frendraught ... - 500 
Andrew Gray, lord of Fowlis ..... 6po 
]RobertLevingfton, lord of Levingfton ... 400 
John Lindfay -----. -- 500 

Robert de Lyle 300 

James lord of Calder .-..-. 406 
James Hamilton lord of Cadzow ... - 500 

William lord de Ruthven .... - 400 
William Oliphant, lord of Abridalgy, his evaluation is not 

fet down .----- 

Robert, fon and heir of lord Robert de Maitland - 400 

David Menzies - - - • - --2 00 

David Ogilvy - ... - - aoo 

Patric, fon and heir of lord John Lyon - - 'ioo 

O o 2 holders 
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A.D. 1424. holders of Scotland. The delivery of the holV 
tages was duly executed, and it is almoft incre- 
dible, that fuch a number of illuftrious noble- 
men and gentlemen fhould thus voluntarily 
make a refignation of their liberties to an un- 
generous enemy ; nay, that others were emu- 
lous of that honour. This public fpirit could 
only proceed from the fenfe they had, that the 
return of James to his native dominions- ivas 
the only means of delivering their country from 
the anarchy under which flie groaned, through 
the weaknefs of the regent. The infults he fuf- 
fered from his own family, (even to one of his 
fons wringing off the head of his favourite 
hawk,) is faid to have made him zealous for the 
melioration ; and we are told he threatned his 
fons, that fince he could not govern them, he 
was refolved to bring home one who Ihould 
govern him and them likewife. Some Engliih 
writers, IloUinfhed in particular, have forged 
an oath of homage and fidelity, which James> 
as king of Scotland, fwore to Henry as king of 
England ; but this calumny is fo grofs, that it 
is difowned by the beft Engliih hiftorians, and 
is undeferving of a particular refutation. 

Befides the hoftages I have already mention- 
ed, the following noblemen and gentlemen at- 
tended James at Durham ; the earls of Lenox, 
Wigton, and Strathern, John Semple of EleftoUj^ 
Maxwcl of Carlaverock, Herries of Terregles, 
Stuart of Bute, Kennedy of Carrie, Cunningham 

of 
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of Kilmawrs, Campbel of Loudon, David Lefly a. d. 14H. 
of Lefly, Lawder of Bafs, Sir Alexander Forbes, 
Patric Houfton, Walter Ogilvy, Levingfton of 
Kallendar, Hay of Yefter, Crichton of Crichton, 
Drummond of Cargill, Weeras of Reirefs, Ram- 
fay of Dalhoufie, Borthwic of Heriot, and 
others. Upon the arrival of James in his own 
country, he punftually executed all the remain- 
ing part of his engagements with the Englifli 
court, particularly with regard to the collateral 
fecurity for the fums ftipulated by the four 
towns -of Scotland. 

Carte, and other Englifli hiftorians, have inti- ^^? "^«t 
mated that James, before his marriage, had 
agreed to a truce with the Englifli. But that 
was far from being the cafe, for never did any 
tranfaftion pafs with a greater fliew of equality, 
between two kingdoms, than that of his . re- 
demption, and the meafures which attended it. 
James, in faci, knew that he was not at liberty 
to take any ftep of that kind, nor could the 
Englifli government prefs it without the con- 
currence of his ftates. When the afiair came 
before them, they refufed to abandon their en- 
gagements with France, by agreeing to a defi- 
nitive treaty; but offered, in confequence of 
what had been concerted between them and the 
French king, to conclude a truce for feven 
years, that is, from the firfl: of May 14^4, to the 
fame day 143 1, being only one year after the 
payment of the fl:ipulated debt, and the releafe 

of 
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A.D. 14H' of his hofiages. Even in concluding this trac^ 
the Scots were fo obfervant of their engage- 
ments with the French king, that the auxiliaries 
of their nation, then ferving in France, were 
excepted from it by the following daufe^ 
** That, in regard, feveral of his fubje6):s, who 
were in France, could not be hindered from 
waging war againft the king of England; he 
Ihould proteft and declare, that he had no in- 
tention to anfwer for their deeds, nor meant to 
have them comprehended in the truce agreed to, 
till they fliould return to their own country ; 
in which cafe, he promifed to reftrain them 
committing any more hoftilities, while the 
truce Ihould laft.'' The confervators of this 
truce, on the part of England, were the dukes 
of Gloucefter and Exeter, the earls of March, 
Warwic, Northumberland, arid Weftmoreland, 
the lords Willoughby, Umphravillc, and others. 
They for Scotland were the duke of Albany, 
earls of Athol, Marr, Wigton, and March, lord 
Gilbert Hay, conftable of Scotland, John lord 
of Seton, James Douglas, lord of Dalkeith, and 
John Forrefter. Thofe noblemen, on both fides, 
had each of them full power of keeping the 
peace, and punifliing all breaches of it within 
their refpeftive diftrifts. 

^cjthe James the firft was, by orders of the 
court of England, attended to his own domi- 
nions with great pomp, by the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, and the chief of the northern no* 

bility. 
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bility* Upon his arrival at Edinburgh, where a.p. i4s4, 
he kept his Eafter, he was received with inex** 
preffible raptures of joy by his fubjefts, and ad- 
ditional hymns of thankfgiving were fung in 
the churches for his deliverance. On the 
twentieth of April, he was crowned at Scone ; 
Murdocdukc of Albany, late regent, having, as 
being earl of Fife, placed him in the royal chair, 
while the bifliop of St Andrew's performed the 
ceremony of anointing and crowning him and 
his queen, James, when the folemnity was 
over, followed the ceremony praclifed by the 
chief courts of Europe on the like occafions, 
by knighting the following noblemen and 
gentlemen, Alexander Stuart, the youngeft fon 
of the duke of Albany, Archibald earl of Dou- 
glas, William Douglas earl of Angus, George 
Dunbar earl of March, Alexander Lindfay earl 
of Crawfurd, Adam Hepburn of Hales, Thomas 
Hay of Yefter, or Lochinwaret, Alexander Setoa 
of Gordon, Walter Hallyburton of Dirlton, 
Patric Ogilvy of Ouchterhoufe, David Stuart 
of Rofeyth, John Stuart of Dundonald, John 
Stuart of Cairdin, William Erfkine of KinnouU, 
David Murray of Gafk, William Crichton of 
Crichton, William Hay of Errol, conftable of 
Scotland, John Scrivingeour, conftable of Dun- 
dee, Henry Maxwel of Carlaverock, Herbert 
Herres of Terregles, Robert Cuningham of Kil- 
mawrs, and Alexander Irvine of Drum. I am 

now 



\ 



288 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A, D. 1424 now to attend the events of the wat« upon the 
continent, in which the Scots were fo deeply en- 
gaged. 

During the dependence of the treaty for the 
return of James, the people of Scotland appre- 
hending that they might afterwards be put un- 
der difficulties in ferving againft the Engliih, 
repaired to France in fuch numbers, that to- 
wards the beginning of the year 1424, no fewer 
than fifteen thoufand Scots were in arms under 
the conftable, and the duke of Touraijie. I fliall 
Continii- not profecute the operations of this war farther 

ation o» the , i r. mt . . , 

war in than as It concerns the Scots. The principal 
feat of adion, about the beginning of July^ lay 
to the north of the Loire, where the Scots, and 
their allies, had furprifed Ivri, a place of great 
confequence to both parties. The regent duke 
of Bedford refolved to rilk every thing in re- 
taking it, and preffed it fo furioirfly, that its 
governor agreed to furrender it, if not reliev- 
ed by the middle of Auguft. Charles fent or- 
ders to the conftable, and the duke of Tou- 
raine, to fight the Englifli rather than lofe the 
place. They had under them eight thoufand 
Scots, two thoufand Italians, who had been 
fent to the affiftance of Charles by the duke of 
Milan, with their own officers at their head, 
and about three thoufand French, under the 
duke of Alenfon, the marihal Fayette, the 
count of Aumalc, the vifcount of Narbonne, 
and other French general officers, but all of 

I them 
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therti commanded by the conftable, who drder- a. d. 1424. 
ed the whole army to. advance to Chartres. When 
they arrived at Nonancourt, they received in- 
telligence of Ivri's having been furrendered; up- 
on which the conftaMe, making a fudden wheel, 
took Verneuil and its caftle, after two day's 
fiege. The lofe of this important place by the 
Englilh, difconcerted all the plans of the regent 
duke, who was joined by the 'earl of Salifbury 
with a thoufand horfe, and two thoufand . 
archers, by which his army became equal in 
numbers to that under the conftable. The lat- 
ter having reconnoitered the Englifh army un- 
der the walls of Ivri, found it too advantageoufly 
polled to be attacked; and upon his returning 
to Verneuil he had certain advice, that the 
Englifh army was in full march to fight him. 
The conftable, upon this, chofe a ftrong ground 
for his encampment^ near Verneuil, and called 
a council of war, where the queftion was, whe- 
ther they fliould, or fliould not, fight the Eng- 
lifh. Some of the inconfiderate French officers 
were of opinion for the affirmative ; but the con- 
ftable, hearing that the regent duke was deter- 
mined, at all events, to attack him, it was agreed 
to wait for the enemy in their prefent advantage- 
ous fituationj and, accordingly, he made fo 
fine a difpofitipn of his troops, that he could not 
be attacked with the leaft appearance of fuc- 
cels. . 

Vol. Ill, Pp On 
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A. D. 1414, On the fixteenth of Auguft, the regent duke 

s^ortVr^' appeared in fight of the conftable's army j and 

dcfuted. jjgj.^ j^y hg drew out his troops in order of 

battle. Perceiving that the conilable made no 
n[iovements to meet him, and well knoving the 
impetuofity of the French generals, he fent a 
herald to challenge the conftable to fight hiniy 
and to deliver a verbal meflage to the duke df 
Touraine, " that he intended to dine with him;'' 
to which the other anfwered, " that he ihould 
find the cloth laid.'' The duke, without de* 
dining the combat, remained within his lines; 
but the regent's mei&ge had all the efiefb he 
had forefeen or defired. The vifcount of Naf> 
bonne, fnatching up a ftandard, upbraided the 
conftable to his face with having fulliedi the 
glory of the French arms by his tamenefi ; and 
immediately ruihing out of the line, was fol- 
lowed by all the French. The conftable did ,aH 
he could to reftrain this ill-timed impetuofity, 
but in vain ; and was forced to yield to - the 
madnefs of the French, which had now fi^ized 
tipon his own men, by their loud requefl:s to 
be led againft the enemy, and not to fu&dr 
their allies to be cut in pieces. The Eng^iifh 
were drawn up under the earls of Saliiburjr 
and Suffolk on the wings, whidh were com* 
pofed of archers, and the duke of Bedford 
in the centre; and attended by a body ot 
two thoufand men, byway of referve. The 

na* 
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nature of the grouii4 required the Englifli to A* i>« mm^ 
fight on foot; and the regent placed all his - 
horfes within a barricade^ formed in the fro^t 
of his camp by the carriages of his army. Not- 
withftanding all his precautions, the charge of 
the Scot6 and the French was fo furious, that 
their enemies were driven to the very barricade, 
where the former were received by a terrible dif^ 
charge from the Engliih archers. The Scotch 
and French cavalry, who were chiefly concern- 
ed in this attack, endeavoured to maintain their 
advantage, by charging the archers ; but each 
ef the latter (as hai^ened in the Imttle pf Agin* 
court) threw down before him a cal thorp, or 
fliarp fpiked inftrument, which defended them 
from the horfe, and gave, them time to ply 
their enemies with fhowers of their deadly ar- 
rows. The difpute between the mail) body of 
the two armies, under the conftable ind the 
regent duke, continued all this time fo doubt- 
ful, that the nicell eye could not difcern where 
the advantage lay, till the Lombards andMila* 
nefe were led oft' in hopes of pillaging the Eng- 
liih camp, and thereby left the flank of the 
Scots expofed to the Engliih. The Italians • 
mifled of their fordid aim ; and being difor^ 
dered by a flight of Engliih arrows, threw 
down their arms, and left the field. This gave 
the Engliih refcrve of archers, who were yet 
unbroken, an opportunity of attacking the ex- 
pofed flank of the Scots, and then the fight 

Pp^ was 
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A^D. 1424. was no longer equal. The impetuofity of the 
French cavalry flagged, and, unable to ftand the 
ftorm of the Englifli arrows, fell back upon 
their own foot, which they difordered. In 
fliort, the Englifh obtained a complete vic- 
tory. The conftable and the duke of Touraine 
were killed on the field, after fighting three 
hours with incredible valour. Of the Scots 
about three thoufand fell, among whom was 
a number of the beft officers in Europe. Of the 
French about fifteen hundred were killed, among 
whom were the earls of Aumale, Ventadour, de 
Tonnerre, and the vifcount of Narbonne j the 
lords Graville, Manni, Gammaches, and GuitrL 
The duke of Alenfon, the marflial de Fayette, 
and fomc others of the French nobility, were 
made prifoners ^. Of the Englifh about two 
thoufand of their beft officers and men were 
killed ; and the two Scotch chieftains were bu- 
ried in a church at Tours in Touraine. 

• I have reprefentcd this aftion according to the beft autho- 
rities, both French and Englifh ; but Bower gives us a different 
idea of it ; and as fome part of what lie fays very poflibly waa 
true, I (hall lay it before the reader. He agrees as to the difor* 
derly charges made upon the Englifli ; but he fays, that the duke 
of Touraine ordered proclamation to be made, that the enemy 
* fhould receive no quarter : that when the Englifli vi^ere difor- 

dered in the firft charge they would have left the field, but were 
. forced back by the Lombards ; upon which they became defpe- 
rate, and gained the vi6lory while the Lombards fled without 
ftriking another blow. All I fliall obferve on this account is, 
• that the duke of Touraine ferved under the condable ; and if be 
gave fuch orders, it could be only to his own divifion, and in re- 
verige for the like, which had been often iffucd out, both by the 
. Jate Henry zLud the regent duke, againft his own fiicnds ai>j 
countrymen. 

James 
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James foon perceived the dreadful effects of A. d. 14*4. 
remiffnefs, indolence, . and corruption, in the x^esafUr 
late adminiftration. The great maxim of the ti^ 
regent, Robert, had been to maintain himfel^ 
in power, by exempting the lower ranks of 
fubjeds from taxes of every kind. Murdoc 
had continued the fame conduct, but he was 
deftitute of his father's abilities and authority 
in keeping the common people from abufing 
the happinefs they enjoyed ; fo that James, up- 
on his return, found Scotland fuch a fcene of 
oppreffion and rapine, that no commoner could 
fay he had a property in his own eftate. This 
difmal condition of the country, no, doubly 
forwarded the reftoration of Jamc^ ; but it re- 
quired the greateft vigour, both of mind and 
body, to remove fo many complicated evils. 
James knew that he would be fupported by 
his great fubjects, who were not themfelvef 
oppreffors ; and after his coronation he called . 
a parliament, which met on the twenty-fixth 
of May. The firft deliberation of the affembly 
naturally was, how to pay the money for the 
king's collage, as it was called, and to redeem 
their hoftages from England. The affembly 
was unanimous in this meafure, and a large 
taxation was ordered; but it was found necef- 
fary to appoint certain auditors, or truftees, to 
fuperintend its coUeftion. Thefe were the bi- 
Ihops of ,Dunkeld and Dumblain ; the abbots 
of JBalnacrinp and St. Columb's Inch j Mr. John 

Schevez, 
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A.D. S4S4- ScheveZ) the earl of Athol, Sir F^tric Dnnbar, 
William Borthwic, Patric OgUvy, James Don*' 
glas of Balvany, and William Erfldne of ma- 
noul. Before I proceed farther, it is neceflary 
I fhould confider the Hate of James, as I haTC 
done that of his kingdom, at the time of his 
reftoration. 
Abofefdn. '^^^ Stuart family, upon their acceffion to 
^^ the crown of Scotland, were poflefled of a 
great patrimonial eftate, independent of the 
ftanding revenues of the crown, which con- 
fifted chiefly of cuftoms, wards, and relieft. 
The revenues of the paternal eftate belonging 
to James, had they been regularly tranfnutted 
to him, would have done more than maintain- 
ed him in a fplendor equal to his dignity while 
he was in England; nor would he have had 
any occafion for the pitiful ftipend allowed him 
by the Englifh. His uncle, the regent-dukc 
of Albany, knew that; and, as he never had 
any intention that his nephew fliould return, 
he parcelled out among his favourites, who 
maintained him in the regency, the Stuart 
eftates in fuch a manner, that James, upon his 
return, found all his patrimonial revenues gone, 
and many of them in the hands of his befl: 
friends ; fo that he had nothing to depend up* 
on, for fupporting himfelf and his court, but 
the crown revenues I have mentioned, and even 
of thofe, feme had been mortgaged in the late 
regency. This was a difagreeable profpeft JFor . 

- James; 
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James; and very probably it ^ded to his na- A,D.t4S4. 
tural ftriddefs and fevcrity, which might be 
ftill encreafed ty two other/ difagreeable cir- 
cumftances. The firft was, that the hoftagcs 
in England, who were compofed of his capital 
aobility, were attended by their wives, chil- 
dren, families, and equipages, which rivalled 
thofe of the fame rank in England, and con- 
fequently drew a great deal of ready money 
from Scotland. The other circumftance was 
ftill more difagreeable, arifing jErom the charge 
of the Scotch army in France, where Charles, 
who had never been in any condition to fup- 
port it, was now reduced, with his little court, 
almoft without the common conveniencies of 
living. As to the real revenue of James, arif- 
ing from the branches I have mentioned, we 
can form no eftimate of its value ; but the cuf- 
toms feem to have been coniiderable during 
duke Robert's regency, becaufe out of them an 
army on the borders was, at one time, paid and 
maintained. Notwithftanding this difcourag- 
ing profpeft, the continuator of Fordun fays, 
that the tax which had been impofed, and con- 
fifted of twelve pennies in the pound, brought, 
in the firft year, fourteen thoufand marks ; but 
not without raifing an univerfal difcontent 
among the common people. 

James, who was a complete mafter in the art Aft of rc- 
of reigning, had learned in England the re- ^"°'^^- 
medy that was to be applied to the confump- 

tive 
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A.ai424. tive ftatc of his finances. Before the parlia^ 
ment rofe, he obtained an -ad, which did him 
no more than common juftice, and which, had 
he been the abfolute, dcfpotic king fome Scotch 
writers have reprefented him, he might have 
executed by his prerogative, without having 
recourfe to his parliament. It contained no 
more than obliging the fheriffs of the refpcftivc 
counties to enquire what lands, pofleflions, an- 
nual rents, and eflfefts belonged to his anceftors 
of" good memory," David the fecond, Robert 
the fecond, and Robert the third ; " and if the 
king pleafes, fays the ftatute (but in the obib- 
lete language of the times) he may fummons 
all his tenants, in order to produce their char- 
ters and evidences, that by the tenor of them 
he may perceive what is juftly their own, and 
what alfo in juftice ought to be returned to the 
crown.'^ This was a fair but a dangerous ex- 
pedient, as moft of the poffcffors of thofe lands 
thought themfelves above the reach of law, 
James, however, formed a refolution, which he 
afterwards executed with great firmnefs ; that 
of proceeding in the refumption of his family 
eftates, without regard to any confideration, 
cither of pcrfons or circumftances j a neceilary 
though difagreeable, meafure. 

His fcverit ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ bcIieve Bower, James returned 
^sovcrn- to Scotland with ftrorig prepoffeffions againft 
the Albany family ; for, even fo far back as the 
thirteenth of May, l\c ordered Walter Stuart, 

the 
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the hte regent's cldeft fon, together with Mai- a. d. 1424. 
colm Fleming of Cumbernauld (to whofe family 
his anceftors, had been fo greatly obliged) and 
TJiomas Boyd of Kilmarnock, to be arrefted in 
the caftle of Edinburgh, from whence the for- 
mer was fent clofe prifoner to the ifland of Bafs< 
Fleming was fent firft to Dalkeith, and then to 
St Andrew's ; but he was fet at liberty, as like- 
wife was Boyd. On the twelfth of March 1 42 5, 
James held his fecond parliament at Perth^ whjere 
he ordered the following perfons of diftinction 
to be arrefted : Archibald earl of Douglas, Wil- 
liam Douglas, earl of Angus, George Dunbar, 
earl of March, Sir Adam Hepburn of Hales^ 
Sir Thomas Hay of Yefter, Walter Haliburton, 
Walter Ogilvy, David Stuart of Roffyth, Alex- 
ander Seton of Gordon, William Erikine of 
Kinnoul, Alexander earl of Crawford, Patric 
Ogilvy of Odcrhoufe, John Stuart of Dun- 
donald, David Murray of Galk, John Stuart 
of Cardine, William lord Hay, great conftable, 
John Scrimgeour of Didope, Alexander Irvine 
of Drum, Herbert Maxwell of Carlaverdck, 
Herbert Herries of Terregles, Andrew Gray of 
Foulis, Robert Cunningham of Kclmaurs, Wil* 
liam Crichton of the fame^ and Alexander Ram- 
fay of Dalhoufy. James, in imprifoning fo many 
illuftrious perfonages, meant to fhew his people 
his impartiality in bringing offenders to juftice ; 
but he fecms, in this refpeft, to have carried 
matters too far, for he certainly was convinced 
Vox. III. Qji that 
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AID. 1425. that moft of his prifoners were innocent ; nor 

can he be vindicated on that head, otherwifc 

than by fuppofing, that the temper of the times 

abfolutely required fuch a proceeding. 

Heexiir- '^^^ vcry day the duke of Albany -was ar- 

patcs the refted. Tames feized upon all his houfes and caf- 

Albany fa- ^ *' * 

»Hy> ties, particularly Falkland in Fife, and Down 

in Menteith, from whence he ordered the du- 
chefs of Albany to be carried prifoner to the 
caftle of Tantallon. Sir John Montgomery and 
Allan Otterburn, the duke of Albany's fecre- 
tary, were arrefted likewife, but releafed within 
three days. Thofe fevere proceedings were re- 
fented fiy no public commotion at the time ,• 
and all the prifoners foon obtained their liberty, 
excepting the duke of Albany, his two fons, 
Walter and Alexander, who had been knighted 
by the king at his coronation, and the earl of 
Lenox, the duke's father-in-law. The Scotch 
hiftorians have not mentioned the precife crimes 
that were laid to the charge of thofe illuftrious 
delinquents ; and Abercromby is at a lofs to 
find them out. I think there can be no reafon 
to doubt, that they were indifted for the fevcral 
acts of mif-government all of them had been 
guilty of during the two laft regencies. Per- 
haps the following incident did not a little 
contribute to their ruin. James, a younger 
fon of the duke of Albany, had been left at li* 
berty, becaufe he had been guilty of nothing 
that could make him an objed of public juftice; 

Being 
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Being under the direftion of Finlay bifliop of a. d. 1425. 
Argyle, formerly his father's fecretary, he 
raifed a force in the Highlands ; and on the 
third of May fet on fire the town of Dumbarton, 
where he put to the fword thirty-two of the in- 
habitants, and among them Sir John Stuart of 
Dundonald, furnamed the Red, and natural 
fon to Robert the fecond. James, upon this, 
proclaimed young Stuart a traitor ; and being 
hard preffed, he was forced, together with the 
bifhop his governor, to fly to Ireland. The 
wife of the lord Walter Stuart, with their two 
fons, Andrew and Alexander, took refuge there 
likewife ; a proof that the intercourfe between 
Scotland and Ireland, in thofe times, conti- 
nued to be fo frequent, that the natives of the 
one thought the other their country. This in- 
furrection fully fliews the abfolute neceffity 
James was under for humbling the lawlefs 
leaders of the Highlanders during the late re- 
gency, fince even a ftripling could lead them to 
the field againft the legal government, of w^hich 
they had not the fmalleft idea.. 

When the day of trial approached of the duke ^.j^^ ^^^ 
of Albany's two fons, and the earl of Lenox, JJ^^^""*.** 
James repaired to Stirling, to which town the <^"^«^* 
prifoners had been conveyed, and ordered their 
trial to be conducted in the moft folemn man- 
ner. Their jury confifted of the moft illuftrious 
perfonages of the kingdom, fome of them their 
friends and relations, their names being as fol- 

Q^ q 2 low ; 
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A. D. 1425. low: Walter Stuart, carl of Athol; Arcbibsld 
Douglas, earl of Douglas; Alexander Stuart^ 
earl of Marr ; William Douglas, earl of Angus ; 
William Sinclair, carl of Orkney; Alexander 
of the Ifles, earl of Rofs ; George Dunbar, earl . 
of March ; James Douglas, lord Bahreny ; Re*- 
bert Stuart of Lorn, John Montgomery of Mont- 
gomery, Gilbert Hay of Errol, confiable, . Tho-. 
snas Somerwel of Somerwel, James t>ouglas of 
Dalkeith, Herbert Harris of Terregles, Robert 
Cunningham of Kilmaurs, Alexander Living- 
fton of Kalendar, Thomas Hay of Lochinwarret^ 
or Ycfter, William Borthwic of Borthwic, Pa- 
tric Ogiivy of Ofterhoufe, iheriff of Angus^ 
John Forrefter of Corftorphin, and Walter 
Ogiivy of Lintrathin, knights. Before I pro-. 
cced, it may be neceffary to inform my readers,, 
that there never was, even fo low as the time 
of the corporate union between the two king- 
doms, a houfe of peers in Scotland ; all the 
members who compofed the parliament fitting 
in the fame chamber, and their votes, decifive 
as well as deliberative, being of equal validity., 
All the pcrfons, therefore, compofing this jury,. 
though not nobilitated, were equally peers of 
the prifoners, becaufe all of them were barons 
of the land, as nobilitation conveyed no fpedal 
parliamentary privileges, excepting that of an 
hereditary reprefentation, which originally re-* 
fided in every baron. It may likewife be pro* 
per to Qbferve another diJOTerence between the 

con- 
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conftittition of England and Scotland; for in A.D.i4as* 
the latter a verdift might be found by two 
thirds, and in fome cafcf, a majority, of the 

jury- 

James, to give the trial a greater air of au- 
thority, thought proper to prefide in it himfelf, 
fitting on his throne, and drcffed in his royal 
robes, crowned and fccptered; and on the 
eighteenth of May the prifoners were found 
guilty. The two young noblemen, Walter 
and Alexander Stuart (the former faid to have 
poffeffed all the accomplifhments of perfon and 
mind) were carried from the place of their trial 
to a rock oppofite to the caftle of Stirling, and 
there their heads were ftruck off, as next day 
were thofe of the duke of Albany and the earl 
t)f Lenox. The fliortnefs of the time between 
the trial and execution cannot be thought 
barbarouis in James, when we confider what 
confequences a delay might have produced,, by 
an infurreclion of their numerous followers and 
dependents. As to the trial itfelf, the quality 
and connexions of the jury (fome of whom 
had been imprifoned as accomplices in the fame 
treafon) are favourable for the memory of 
James, and prove that he did not bring from , 
England with him any of thofe arbitrary prin- 
ciples by which the beft blood of that country 
was often fpilled, without even the forms of 
law. The only exceptionable part of his con- 
duct, on this occaiion, is his preiiding at the 

trial 
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A. D. 1425. trial in pcrfon ; but even this admits of fome 
alleviation, for, while it carries with it fome 
appearance of over-awing 01^ influencing the 
jury, it might, at the fame time, be necdflfary 
for infuring the fafety of the court, and pre- 
ferving the regularity of its proceedings; not 
to mention that it was neceflary to give an air 
of dignity to an aflembly which, at that time, 
-was perhaps unprecedented in Scotland, or at 
leaft fallen into difluetude through the licen- 
tioufnefs of later times. 
Bcirt^or Buchanan mentions a tradition, which, if 
^cft^of" founded on faft, refleds great difhonour on 
Albany. ^jj^ memory of James ; for he fays, that the 
king fent to the countefs of Lenox the heads 
of her father, hufband, and two fons ; and the 
frivolous pretext afligned for this barbarous 
proceeding is, whether, in the bitternefs of 
her grief, flie might not throw out fome ex- 
preflions that might give farther lights into 
their crimes, and thofe of their accomplices. 
The ftory proceeds, that flie beheld the ghaftly 
fpecfcicles without emotion, and calmly faid, 
that if the charges againft the criminals were 
proved, they deferved their punifliment. Tho* 
this tradition is as deftitute of probability as it 
is inconfiftent with humanity, yet we cannot 
anfwer for what the more than fa vage enmities 
which prevailed among the great families of Scot- 
land, in thofe days, might produce, andtheaftors 
might plead the royal authority for their fanc- 

tion* 
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tion. The truth is, this lady was of the higheft a.d, 14*5, 
quality of any fubjeft in Scotland, and heirefs 
to her father's vaft eftate. Her fpirit was equal 
to her birth, and it might be expeded flie would 
drop fome expreffions of refentment that might 
admit of aggravations; but though her huf- 
band's and her father's eftates had been for- 
feited to the crown, James was fo far from 
behaving towards her as the tradition expreffes, 
that fhe enjoyed a large part of the family-pof- 
feffions to her death, which happened many 
years after, having made a grant of an ellate to 
the convent of the Grey Friars at Glafgow, for 
the falvation of her own foul, and thofe of the 
fometime lord Murdoc duke of Albany, of ve- 
nerable memory ; of her father Duncan, fome- 
time earl of Lenox; and her fons, Walter, 
James, and Alexander. 

The next meafure which James purfued, was j^^ 
to extinguifli the remains of Stuart's rebellion. ^ '^^fc^T 
His followers had feized a fort, called by Bu- 
chanan Marine-caftle, in or near Loch Lomond, 
which, by the king's order, was now reduced 
by John Montgomery ; and five of the garrifon 
were brought prifoners to Perth, where they 
were hanged and quartered. Thofe viftims 
being offered to public juftice, James proceeded 
with great fpirit and firmnefs in the reforma- 
tion of his kingdom, and in ftriking at the 
root of all its grievances. In this, however, 
he did nothing without confulting his parlia- 
ment. 



304 THEHISTORY. 

A.D. i42«. ment, by which he gave a double edge to EiS 
own prerogative. The forming aflbciations 
and leagues among fubjecls, was the great evil 
of thofe days, and had been provided againft 
by a6ts paffed under David, and Robert the fir& 
The like afts had paffed againft abettors of 
rebels, and leafmg-makers, which, if I miftake 
not, implies thofe who are guilty of lefe ma- 
jelly, or wounding it by falfe reports; but 
the licentioufnefs of the times having fuffered 
all thofe excellent ftatutes to become obfolete, 
they were revived and confirmed in the very 
firft parliament convened by James ; and they 
fufficiently point out to us the grounds of the 
ciVii con. ^^^^ profecutions. James then ordered the pri- 
toJ^ fons to be opened, for the delivery of all the 
leffer criminals, who, by the authority of dieir 
fuperiors, might have been drawn into afts of 
treafon, without knowing them to be fo ; and 
he admitted them to favour, on their promifing 
to conform themfelves to the laws for the fu- 
ture. He next applied himfelf to the cultiva- 
tion of learning, arts, and fciences, among his 
fubjefts, I have already mentioned, that a uni- 
verlity was founded at St. Andrew's in the year 
141 1. This inftitution was in danger of being 
deftroyed in its infancy, by a difpute which 
then raged through all Europe, betweea pope 
Benedict, and the council of Conftance. The 
abbot of Pontiniac had been fent on the part 
of the council, to detach the nation from Benc- 

dia. 
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4i&9 whoie autliority it then recognized. The a.d. x4a€. 
. abbot prefented letters to the fame effed from 
the emperor Sigifmund to the regent^ and the 
three eilates of Scotland, who were aflembled at 
Perth on this occafion, and harangued by the 
abbot in favour of the council. Pope Benedid, in 
like manner, wrote to the governor, and the three 
ilates, in favour of himfelf ; and one Robert 
Harding, an Englifh prieft, a favourite with the 
regent, was conftituted Benedift's advocate be- 
fore the affembly. Harding was oppofed by the 
new univerfity, which had for its head John 
Elwold. He was feconded by feveral eminent 
divines, who confuted all Harding's arguments; 
and one Fogo, a monk of the abbey of Melros, 
fo greatly diilinguiihed himfelf on the fide of 
the council, that pope Martin the fifth, whom 
its members had elected, addreifed a bull to 
him, condemning Harding's arguments, and 
for uniting the kingdom of Scotland to the obe- 
dience of Martin. 

This notable fbmd againft the governor did hIs pntec- 
great honour to the infant univerfity, and cwniJJL*^ 
James, upon his return, took it under his im- ui^^ 
mediate protedion. He had, during his con- 
finement in England, but too much leifure for 
iludy ; and he was undoubtedly the moil ac- 
compliihed prince of his age, in all the branches 
of literature then purfued. He was at great 
pains in enquiring into the charaders and learn- 
ing of the feveral profeflbrs^, and often honour- 
VoL.IIL Rr ed 
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A,D.i4»«. ed their public afts and exercifes with his pre- 
fence. He even kept a diary, in which he wrote 
down the names of all the learned men w^ho he 
thought deferved his patronage and preferment, 
and reproved, with great freedom, fuch church- 
men as lived unfuitably to their charafter. The 
late times of anarchy and confufion had intro- 
duced too many of that kind into Scotland. 
Their revenues were far above the proportion 
of property that ought to have been allotted 
them. Their houfes were diftinguiflied for tHc 
beauty of their fituations, the fumptuoufhefs of 
their building, the elegance and culture of their 
gardens, and the fertility of their lands. All 
thofe circumftances naturally introduced luxury 
among the Scotch clergy ; and James, to give 
them an example of abftinence, brought over 
Carthufian monks, one of the fevereft orders in 
the church of tfome, for whom he endowed and 
allotted a monaftery at Perth, and fometimes 
made it his refidence. 
•ndofthc In compliance with the cuftom of the times, 
ef st.An- he fcnt a folemn embaffy to Rome, confifting of 
the bifliops of Aberdeen and Dumblain, the 
abbots of Melros and Balmerino, the prior of 
St. Andrew's, Sir William Borthwic younger. 
Sir William Hay, Mr. Thomas Myreton, Mr. 
Edward Lawder, and Mr. John Steins. Though 
the chief pretext of this embafly might have 
been intended as a compliment to the pope ; 
yet there is the greateft reafon to fuppofe, that 

its 
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its real objeft was to procure the papal inter- a. 0,14*6^ 
pofition in favour of the univerfity, and the 
other public inftitutions intended by James; 
^^nd this is the more probable, as the univer- 
fity's privileges had been granted by the anti- 
pope Benedift to Mr. Henry Ogilvy, who went 
to Spain for that purpofe, where Benedift re- 
iided in 141 3. The records of the univerfity, 
part of which have been publifhed by Sir Robert 
Sibbald, fufficiently prove James to have been 
its fecond founder ; as it had, before that time, 
no higher an appellation than a college ^. The 
arts and fciences were equally the objects of 
James's attention as divinity. In poetry, he 
was an author, and of mufic he was one of the 
beft judges and compofers of his time; and 
there is the greateft reafon to believe, that he 
was the father of that elegant fimplicity for 
which the ancient Scotch mufic is to this day 
celebrated f. He introduced organs into his 

• It was called Gymnafium Sanfli Andreae de Kilrymonth. 

f I mention this circumftanoc, to obviate the ridiculous no- 
tion of David Rizio's being the author of the beft Scotch tunes, 
which could have no foundation, but on that unhappy fo- 
reigner's being a raufician. Queen Mary had picked him up to 
fupply the vacancy of a voice in her chapel ; and foon after em- 
ployed him as her fecretary for the Italian tongue 5 nor does it 
appear, that he knew any thing of inftrumental mufic, or that 
ever he compofed a fingle piece. In faft, the moft admired of 
the Scotch tunes were compofed long before queen Mary's time 
and were made ufe of in churches, though burlefqued by the re- 
formers, to bnng them into difcredit.. James was not the only 
king in former times who praftifed and compofed mufic. Some 
mufical works of Henry the feventh of England in fcore, are faid 
to be ftill extant* 

R r 2 chapels. 
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A. D. 1426. chapels, and the cathedral churches of the king* 

dom, together with a much better ftile of archi« 

tefture, both civil and religious. 
His farther Jauics did uot coufine his cares to the fine 
regulations. ^^^^^ £^^ ^^ cncouragcd and protefted thofe 

that were mechanical and ufeful in fociety. No- 
thing can give us a higher idea of his govern- 
ment, and his genius for civil policy, than the 
proceedings of his parliament in 1427. He had 
obferved, that, among the lower clafs of people, 
cuftom took place of law, that poverty was not 
coniidered as a misfortune, nor barbarity as a 
reproach ; becaufe the firft might be removed by 
depredations, and the latter protefted hy vio- 
lence. To have puniflied the offenders would 
have been unjuft, becaufe, while offending, they 
thought themfelves in the way of their duty; 
and fuch was their ignorance, that they imagin* 
ed no fliame equal to that of procuring a living 
by honeft induftry. We are not, however, to 
conclude, that this was the pifture of all Scot- 
land. Its lowland provinces, in general, were, 
at this time, as well civilized as thofe of any 
country in Europe; but the nearer the fituation 
of the inhabitants approached to the highlands, 
they were the more barbarous, and it was 
chiefly againft fuch that James's regulations 
were intended ; tho' to fay the truth, they com- 
prehended the greateft part of the natives of 
Scotland. In the parliament I laft mentioned, 
many excellent ftatutes were made againft pub- 

Uc 
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lie abufes. The obfervation of the former laws ^^ j^, ^^^^ 
was reinforced, and the exportation of money 
(which I have ahready obferved, muft have been 
feverely felt by James) was ftriftly prohibited. 
Laws were made againft the irregular and cor- 
rupted practices of the courts of juftice, againfl: 
all kind of frays, broils, quarrels, and fighting. 
Bridges and ferries were eftabliflied by water, 
and inns, with other conveniencies of travel- 
ling, by land. Encouragement was given for 
agriculture and hufbandry, as well as for trade 
and manuf^ftures. Uniformity was introduced 
into weights and meafures, and the wages of 
workmen and labourers of every kind were re- 
gulated by a certain ftandard. Rewards were 
decreed to induftry, as well as to the exercife 
of arms. The judges and lawyers were put 
above the temptation of bribes ; and, in fliort, 
nothing was omitted, not even the mofl minute 
circumftance, that could contribute to the in- 
tended reformation. Another parliament was 
held on the firft of July the fame year ; but I 
perceive that,. by this time, the Highlanders, 
who were in the intereft of the Albany family, 
had taken the alarm, and numbers of them had 
followed the lord James Stuart, who. was now 
their chief, to Ireland, where they foon obtain- |j^* ^.^ 
ed fettlements. This produced an aft prohibit- ^^ ^^'**'- 
ing all manner of intercourfe or correfpondence 
between Scotland and Ireland, but upon fuch 
terms and conditions as are therein exprefTed. 

The 
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A. D. 1426. The reafons given for this act are remarkable, 
for they make a diftinftion between the Irifh 
(who are termed the Irifchery) in general, and 
the inhabitants of that nation who were fubjeds 
to England. The aft calls the former the good 
old friends of Scotland, but fays, that it was 
improper to keep the paflage between the two 
kingdoms open, becaufe the notorious rebels 
who had found entertainment in that country, 
jnight thereby have occafion to do mifchief to 
Scotland. As to the Englifli Irifii, they are 
mentioned in a different light; for they are pro- 
hibited to come to Scotland at pleafure, becaufe 
they might difcover the fecrets of the nation ; 
and therefore they are confidered as aliens. The 
caufe of this diftinftion was of higher antiquity 
than even the coronation of Edward Bruce in 
Ireland ; and the kings of Scotland, before the 
union of the two crowns, had always confidered 
the Irifli of the north of Ireland, as part of 
their fubjecls, though living under their own 
laws, and in a different ifland. 
jamts en- -^-S the Scots wcrc thcn rude in the praftice of 
rl!!n.!.^" arts and manufactures, it would have been 
abfurd to have given them rules which they 
were ignorant how to execute. James, there- 
fore, made ufe of the late encreafe of his revenue 
by the forfeitures, and many eftates belonging to 
the crown, which were difcovered by his com- 
miflioners of alienation, to give bounties to fo- 
rciscn artizans of all kinds who fliould fettle in 

Scot- 
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Scotland; which "many of them did, and were A.D.i4»fi, • 
thereby entitled to particular exemptions and 
privileges, that made them forget their own 
native countries. 

The execution of fo many wholefome provi- ?J^J,jJ|^ 
fions came next under the deliberation of James 
and his parliament. It was impoflible, during 
the relaxation of civil authority, that prevailed 
all over the highlands, to truft it to the officers 
of juftice; and therefore it was thought expe- 
dient that every landholder fliould" have a 
jufticiary power within his own eftate, accord- 
ing to the antient conftitutions of the king- 
dom ; but they were obliged to refide on the 
fame, either by themfelves or their friends. 
They were to rebuild, or repair all their ma- 
nors, caftles, and forts, and to fuperintend the 
civilization of their tenants, for whofe conduct 
they were nade partly anfwerable. The county 
of Im^ernefs being fuppofed to be the feat of 
barbarifm in Scotland, and the great fource of 
violence in the kingdom, James determined to 
vifit it in perfon, having firft given orders for 1427. 
thoroughly repairing and fortifying the caftle 
there. Upon his arrival in that country, he 
found its barbarifm exceeded all the reports he 
had heard. The inhabitants had no idea of go- 
vernment, but under their petty chieftains, who 
lived by afts of rapine and violence, which they 
looked upon as law; and nothing was more 
common, in perpetrating them, than bloodflied 

and 
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A»D. 1417. and murder. James thought it would be equally 
unjuft and dangerous to proceed fe force, 
in fupprefling thofe horrid enormities, and there* 
fore had recourfe to pfolicy. He received their 
chieftains with the greateft affability; and they 
were fo well pleafed with his behaviour, that 
they repaired in crowds to the cafile of Inver- 
nefs, where he kept his court. Having found 
means to inform himfelf of the chief delin- 
quents, he, all of a fudden, arretted forty of 
them; but of thofe, only three of the moft 
dangerous, Alexander Mackrore, John Macker- 
ture, and James Campbel, were executed. The 
reft were committed to prifon, and tried. Some 
of them were found guilty, and others were 
difmifled upon promife of amendment This 
exercife of juftice was the more extraordinary, 
as fome of thofe chieftains could bring from a 
thoufand to two thoufand men, into the field* 
We are told that Mackrore commanded a thou- 
fand, and Mackerture two thoufand men, and 
that they were beheaded ; but that Campbel, 
for murdering John of the Ifles, was hanged *. 
TiieeaTiof Among othcrs who were made prifoners, 
fined., ' while James remained at Invernefs, were Alex- 
ander, the lord of the Illes, and earl of Rofs, the 

* When James formed the refolution of puniibing thofe crimi- 
nals, he expreffed himfelf, extempore, in the^two foUowing 
Monkiih rhimes. 

Ad turrim fortem ducamus caute cohortem, 
Per Chrifti fortem, meruerunt hi quia mortem. 

foa 
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fon of that Donald who had fought the battle a. d. 1427, 
of Harlaw, and his mother, the heirefs of that 
great earldom. Perhaps the power of that 
nobleman was his chief crime. He had obtain- 
ed peaceable pofiefSon of his earldom, and, as 
we have feen, he was one of the affizers who 
fate upon the duke of Albany and his fons ; nor 
do I perceive, that he was charged with any un- 
lawful correfpondence, or acts of treafon. He 
was, however, fent prifoner to Perth, where fe- 
veral mifdemeanours were proved againft him; 
but as they were not more heinous than thofe 
commonly praftifed by other chieftains, he re-, 
ceived his pardon, and James difmiffed him with 
repeated and kind admonitions for his future 
amendment. The affront which the earl had 
received, funk, however, (as we fhall fee in the 
fequel) more deeply in his mind than the king's 
admonitions. 

The hoftages in England remained all this Taximporcd 
time, without any effectual meafure being taken ing thew*^ 
for their deliverance. The fuccefs of the audi- ^^^"' 
tors appointed to receive the taxes impofed for 
redeeming them, after the firft year of their col- 
leftion, had proved but indifferent. The com- 
mon people*, upon whom the weight of the tax- 
ation fell, exclaimed againft it, and remon- 
ftrated upon their inability to difcharge their 
affeffments. There was, it is true, great plenty 
of corn,, and the other neceffaries of life, in the 

Vol. III. S s king- 
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A. D. 14*7. kingdom ; but they could not convert them in- 
to the ready money, in which the payments muft 
be made ; nor do I find that more than four 
hundred and fifty merks had yet been paid; a 
proof that the necefiities of James had obliged him 
to convert part of the money that had been raif- 

• 

ed to his own ufe. As it was provided by the 
treaty, that the hoftages might be relieved, 
from time to time, by others of the fame xank 
and fortune; the following had been fent to 
England in exchange for others of the iamb 
quality, Patric, fon and heir of the earl of March, 
John Montgomery of Ardroflan, Robert Stuart of 
Lorn, Thomas Hay of Yefter, William Borthwic 
elder, Adam Hepburn of Hales, Norman Lefly, 
George Lyle, and Andrew Keith of Inverrugy. 
In the fame manner, the earls of Sutherland and 
Menteith, Ogilvy, the fon and heir of the iheriff 
of Angus, William Wallace, John Kennedy of 
Blatharn, William Douglas of Hawthomden, 
Walter Fenton, William Douglas of Drumlan- 
rig, Henry Douglas of Lochlevin and Logton, 
and Malcolm Fleming, fon and heir of Malcolm 
Fleming of Cumbernald, were fent to England 
in November 1427 ; as were a great many more 
of the fumames of Meldrum, Stirling, Gordon, 
Colvil, Kinloch, Bailie, Weems, Cathcart, Stra- 
ton, Cunningham, Kinnaird, Scot, Ramfay, Gra- 
ham, Crawfurd, Towres, and Fenton, in June 
I432, It may be here proper, once for aU, to 

obferve. 
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obferve, that fome of thofe noblemen and A.D,i4a7, 
gentlemen, who fo generoufly pledged their li- 
berties for that of their ibvcreign, lay in durance ' 
during all the rfeign of James. The crown-reve- 
nues had been fo miferably diilipated, that it 
was impradicable to raife their ranfom from 
them ; and, notwithftanding the confifcated 
eftates had lately devolved to the king,it was 
with difficulty that he could keep up the face 
of civil government, or the dignity of his fta- 
tion. It was in vain to have recourfe to the 
lax that had been impofed; for the lower peo- 
ple declared that they neither could, nor would, 
pay it ; and the coUedion of it was therefore 
fufpended, to prevent a civil war. 

James, to put the beft face he could upon his Tranfae- 
mabihty to make the ftipulated payments, fent, Engtancu 
this year, the bilhop of Murray, who had like- 
wife a church-living in England, to complain to 
the regency there of certain infradions of the 
truce, and urging that, having concluded a per- 
petual peace with the late king of England, 
Henry the fifth, the fame might take place. 
This wa$ a Very extraordinary allegation, and 
it feenis,-in fad, to have been invented by James, 
to ferve a prefent purpofe. It was treated, how- 
ever, very ferioufly by the Englifli council ; and 
two very polite letters \^ere fent, in the name 
of young Henry, to James, the one m Novem- n. p. 38*. 
ber* and the other in December* a44reued to 
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A. D. 1427. « the moft high and potent prince James, by 
the grace of God, king of Scotland.'* They 
contained fome flight complaints, that the debt 
due from James had not been paid ; and de» 
manded that certain Englifli prifoners, who 
had been taken in a Spanifli fliip on the coaft of 
Ireland, and brought to Scotland, might be fet 
at liberty. That James was not in earneft in 
the embaffy he fent by the bifliop of Murray, 
appears by his renewing the league between 
France and Scotland in the beginning of the 
1428. year 1428, though the truce with England was 
not yet expired. It muft be acknowledged, that 
the conduct of James, on this occafion, is un- 
accountable. The moft probable conjefture is, 
that he fent the bifhop in quality of little bet- 
ter than a fpy, to find out whether he had 
grounds to apprehend any thing from the Eng- 
lifh, or whether they intended to fupport the earl 
of Rofs, who was beginning to renew his rebel- 
lious praftices. 
Marriage of lu rctum for thc good faith fliewn by James 
and the towards the French court, that king, this year, 
s"o'tUnd° fent the archbilhop of Rheims, the firft peer of 
•firccdon. pj^ance, and John Stuart of Darnley, earl of 

Dreux in the fame kingdom, to draw the bands 
of alliance more clofe between the two nations. 
^ The Scotch auxiliaries, who had ferved fo 
bravely and faithfully in France, were, by this 
time, worn out, or cut off j and Charles. had ho 

pro- 
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profpeft for prefefving even the remnant of his a,d.i4i»^ 
dominions he ftill poffeflfed, but from Scotland. 
His ambafladors, therefore, were charged to 
propofe a marriage between James's young 
daughter, Margaret, and the dauphin, after- 
wards Lewis the eleventh ; and that her for- 
tune fhould confift only of fix thoufand men, , 
who were to attend her t6 France, and enter 
into the fervice of Charles, who at the fame 
time obliged himfelf, on his part, Firft, That Aber- 
if the princefs Margaret fhould, by his deceafe, *'***^* 
and in right of her hufband, the dauphin, come 
to be queen of France, her dowry fhould be aS: 
confiderable as any queen of France had ever 
enjoyed. Secondly, That if fhe fhould never 
come to be queen, in that cafe fhe fhould have 
a dowry of fifteen thoufand livres. Thirdly, 
That if the dauphin fhould chance to die be- 
fore the confiimmation of the intended mar- 
riage, then a fecond fon of France, or the next 
heir to the crown, fhould marry the faid prin-r 
cefs Margaret, if alive at the time ; if tioti heji; 
fecond fifler, who alfo failing by death, the 
third, and fo on; provided that both parties 
were within feven years of age to one another. 
Fourthly, That in cafe of the dauphin's death, 
as above, the king of France fhould give to 
princefs Margaret, for her charges and lofs, the 
fum of forty thoufand crowns of gold. Lafliy, 
That if either of the kings of Scotland or 
France Should fail in the performance of their 

re- 
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A.D. 142%. refpeftive obligations, the party«breakcr {hould 
pay to the party-obferver, or willing to obfcrve, 
the fum of one hundred thoufand crowns. 
imbaCet I^ TauH, be owned, that this was a very ad- 
SST^mT vantageous treaty ; but we are to confider, at 
the fame time, that when it was rnade^ Charles 
had but an indiflFerent profpeft of ever being 
able to fulfil it. With regard to the auxiliaries, 
James could be under no difficulty to fumifli 
them, as they were to be maintained by the 
French king, and as he was at peace with Eng- 
land. On the twenty-feventh of July, the king 
an4 queen of Scotland, the princes of James's 
blood, with the prelates and noblemen of the 
kingdom, fwore to the obfervance of the hew 
treaty between France and Scotland, and like- 
wife to that of all the treaties, confederacies, 
alliances, and unions formerly concluded be- 
tween the two kingdoms ; and that in prefence 
of the French ambafladors. It being neceflary 
that Charles fhould take the like oath, James 
appointed the biihop of Aberdeen and Sir Fa- 
trie Ogilvy, the flieriflf of Angus, to repair as his 
ambafiadors to France ; which they according- 
ly did with the French ambafiadors, and arrived 
towards the end of Oftober at Chinon, where 
Charles then kept his court, and where he took 
the required oath. In November following, 
Charles bellowed upon James, and his heirs 
male, the county of Xaintonge, and the lord- 
ihip of Kochfort on the Charente, with the pri- 
vilege 



\ 
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vilege of him and his heirs performing their ^'^^ '4* 
homage, as peers of France, by deputies of 
their own kindred. Charles, however, referved 
to himfelf a power, if he thought proper, of 
re- annexing thofe eftates to his own crown, 
after driving the Englilh out of his kingdom ; 
but, in that cafe, he was to give to the king of 
Scotland either the dukedom of Berry, or the 
county of Evreux. 

Before I take my leave of the tranfadtions of Rep«iciiiii. 
this year, I am to obferve, that the leffer ba- barons m 
rons continued ftill to be piembers of parlia- STtllSSS. 
ment, where they complained of their attend- 
ance as an intolerable grievance; and indeed 
their numbers would have made that meeting 
fo very tumultuous, that there is reafon to be- 
lieve few or none of them ever attended it, but 
that they left the aflfairs of the nation to be 
managed by the prelates and the greater ba- 
rons. The reprefentation of the commons had 
been long known in England, and Robert the 
firft had introduced (as I have already men- 
tioned) that of the boroughs into Scotland. 
It is peculiar to our hiftory, that we know of 
no altercations ever happening between the 
kings of Scotland and their parliaments, or great 
councils. Several plaufible arguments have 
been advanced to account for this ; but I believe 
it was in fome meafure owing to the king, af- 
fifted by the clergy, being always able to throw 
the fcale .wherever they lent their weight, in 

the 
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A.P.142S. the parties that generally divided a feudal ftate^ 
particularly that of Scotland. Another caufe 
might have operated ftill more powerfully, 
^ The kings of Scotland, as I have often ob- 

ferved, moft undoubtedly were cohtroulable 
by their great council or parlianGient ;' and in 
matters of fo great importance as might unite 
all the laity, the kiiigs might not think proper 
to difagree with their parliaments, even tho' 
they had the clergy on their fide. James was 
fo good a politician, that he fuppjied the places 
of his leffer barons in parliament by agreeing, 
cither this or the preceding year, to their being 
reprefented by one or more being chofen out of 
their own number, thro' every county. 

Tranf- ^^^ engagements of James with the French 

'j^T^'^^ court alarmed that of England fo much, that 
the latter demanded a conferjyice between 
James and cardinal Beaufort, upon the borders 
of the two kingdoms. James was to be at- 
tended by a thoufand horfe. The cardinal had 
lately been declared by the pope general of a 
crufade againft the Bohemian heretics, but in 
reality he was to be employed in France. He' 
propofed to raife ten thoufand men ; but the 
council of EnglJhd had infilled that he fhould 
have a previous meeting with the king of Scot- 
land, to know how he ftood difpofed towards 
preferving the truce. It is certain, that the 
cardinal obtained a fafe-conduft in February 

'^^'^420. H^?*^ Whether the interview took place does 

not 
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not appear, though I am apt to think that it AW.i^tff 
did, then, or a few weeks after ; for one of 
the cardinal's arguments with James was a cafe 
of confcieiace. He pleaded, that, unlefs he ' 

would promife to obferve the truce, he could 
not fafcljr undertake the cnifade againft the he- 
retics. James, who had never dreamed of 
breaking with the Freiich^ Very readily granted 
all he defired ; and the rather, as his ally, Charles 
the feventh, was ftill vidforioiis over the Eng- 
lifli. But I am- now- to retount the operatioAs 
df the Scots in Franice, 

The earl of Saliflbiiry, the moft fticcefsful of The Scott 
tfie Englifli generals, had: bieen killed while he^ Fr^cc. *** 
was befieging Orleans ; and he was fucceeded: 
in his command by the earl of Suffolk, under 
whom the lord Talbot and Sir John Faftolf 
ferved as lieutenant-generals. I Ihall not enter* 
into a detail of that fiege, farther than as it is^ 
connected with my hiftory. After thejunftion 
of the Englifli and Burguiidian forces, the lofs 
of Orleans feemed to be fo inevitable, unlefs 
well fupplied, that GflUcourt the governor ef- 
caped to Chinort, where Charles ftill refided, 
and laid before hita the neceffity of an imme* , 
diate fupply of men and provifions. Charles 
promifcd both, but as he was engaged againft 
an aftive, intrepid, enemy, the fuccefs of the 
convoy was extremely dubious ; and at laft it 
was committed to William Stuart, a Scotch of- 
ficer of great reputation, at the head of a thou- 

VoL.III.' Tt . iand 
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ii.D. 1429. land Scotfmen. Before this time, a ftrong 
body of the Scots had been introduced into 
Orleans, where they gained immortal honour 
by the defence of that city ; and Stuart, by the 
excellent difpofitions he made, and dividing 
his men into fmall parties, gave fo feafonable 
an alarm to the Englifli camp, that Gaucourt 
had an opportunity of throwing himfelf and 
the convoy into Orleans. The vaft numbers 
C>( mouths within that city foon devoured the 
fupply, great as it was; and Charles formed 
a defign of furprifing Faftolf. The count de 
Clermont and the famous count de Dunois 
were to execute this project ; and they accord- 
ingly attacked thef Englifh at Rouvray St. Den- 
nis. Faftolf was deftitute of artillery, and nei- 
ther count Clermont nor his foldiers chofe to 
engage. The barricade which Faftolf had form- 
ed was, however, cannonaded ; and the breach 
being made, the Scots undertook to attack it, 
under Stuart and his brother. The count de 
Dunois, who was by far the beft general Charles 
had, did not quite approve of their forward- 
nefs; but the intrepidity with which they 
marched to the charge was fuch,that he thought 
it would be infamous to fuflFer fo many brave 
men to be facrificed, and he moved to fupport 
them with the finall detachment he command- 
ed. The count of Clermont, and the main 
body of the French, kept all this time at a dif- 
tance ; fo that the Englifh were fuperior to the 

Scota 
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Stots and French who attacked them ; and by a. 0.1419. 
their archers and heavy armed troops the af- , 
failants were repulfed, while the count of Cler- 
mont, with all the cavalry, in which the ftrength 
of thie French army confifted, gallopped off, 
leaving Faftolf in poffeffibn of the field. The 
two brave Stuarts were killed, and about fi.ve 
hundred of the Scots. Abercromby, by mif- 
take, fays, that the. two Stuarts were Darnley 
and his fon. 

This defeat, at fo critical a jun<n:ure, threw 
Charles and his little court into greater defpon- 
dency than ever. Charles propofed to retire 
toDauphiny; but he was diverted from that 
inglorious refolution by queen Mary of Anjou, 
and his generous miftrefs Agnes Sorel. This 
event falls in with the courfe of our hiftory, as 
it produced the marriage-embafly I have men- 
tioned. A difference that happened between 
the dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, and the . 
miraculous fucceffes of the maid of Orleans, 
retrieved the affairs of Charles in a manner 
foreign to this hiftory. The Englifli were de- 
feated at Patay, where the brave lord Talbot 
and the lords Scales and Hungerford were 
made prifoners. Upon this, the troops of the 
crufade, under cardinal Beaufort, were em- 
ployed in France ; but Charles was crowned at 
Rheims, and the growing diffenfions of the 
Englilh council was of the utmoft fervice to his 
^ , T t a affairs j 
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A,D. 1429. affairs ; fo that the duke of Burgundy aud he^ 

at laft, agreed to a truce, 
firther Jauics was in no hurry to fulfil hjbs €;ngage« 

traniaaioni jaents with the court of France, becaufe the 

with that \ ^ . ^ , «. 

court,- truce be had entered intp with Englai^d was not 
yet expired. It is very remarkable, that in the 
late treaty between him and Charles, the auxili- 
aries are mentioned only as attendjints upon the 
future dauphinefs, who did not, as we ihall fee 
in the courfe of this hiftory, fail for France till 
fome years after, fo very pundilious was Jam^s 
in obferving his engagements with the Fnglilh. 
The Scotch hiftorians have mentioned only nine 
hundred and fifty marks of his coiiage-money 
having been paid ; but in this, I apprehend^ 
there muft be fome miftake, occafioned by naif- 
laying the receipts, the copies of two only for 
that fum having come to our hands; for the 
Englilh hiftorians intimate, that James, at this 
time, was very regular in his payments ; and we 
find that part of the Scotch coftage-money was 
appropriated by the council of England to the 
^payment of the army in France, and the ex- 
pences of young Henry's coronation there. The 
more unprofperous the Englifh affairs were in 
France, the greater degree of tranquility Scot- 
land enjoyed; and we find, that in the year 
,^30^ 1430, the truce between James and England 
M^as prolonged. The capture and death of the 
naaid of Orleans ferved only to render Charles 

the 
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^c mpre follicitow to oblige axxd carefe his a. 0.^3^ 
Scotch rallies.. H^ ^nogmented their guard about 
his perJCoiP, both as to its uumbers and privi- 
leges ; and I find, that it was at this time cdm^^ 
Hvajaded hy Ppe iRobert ^tiiloek, or Pitillo, 
one of their ^wn ^ountrymen^ wrfo was fo 
diftingui^ed by his exploits againft the Eng- 
^ ;ia <Juienne, that he was commonly called 
the little king of Gafcony. 

About this time, it was found expedient to ana ^vii 
redify fome diforders, that, notwithftanding ^"«***** 
tjie great care taken by both nations to pre- 
ferve the truce, had crept into the borders. 
For this purpofc the bifhop of Carlifle, the earls 
of Jloijthumberland and Sajifbury, and other 
perfonspf diftinftion, were named commiffiou* 
cars on the part of England ; while thofe for 
Scotland were, Joha biftiop of Glafgow, and 
C^^ncellor pf S.cotland; Alexander bifliop of 
Galloway ; Sir John Forrefler, baron of Lib- 
l^ertoigi ; 'Mr. William Fowles, keeper of the pri- 
vy-feal ; Sir Patric Dunbar, Sir Thomas Kirk- 
patric. Sir John Gockburn, and Mr. John Sche- 
yez. The firft place of their meeting was at 
Handenftank, and the next at Clagmabouftan ; 
and it was agreed, that all wrongs committed 
by either nation fliould be redreffed ; that fhips, 
and all effeds, injurioufly feized, fliould be re- 
ftored to their legal owners. Courts of confer* 
vators, or arbitrators of the peace, who were 
to determine all border-differences between the 

two 
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A. D. 1430. two kingdoms-, werelikewife eftablilhed ; thofc 
for Scotland being Sir Thomas Fitzpatric, Sir 
Patric Dunbar, Mr. Thomas Rule, and Mr. Da- 
vid Hume. 
The earl of The cafl of Rofs w^s all this time harbouring 
Rofs fub- £^ i^jg breaft the thoughts of vengeance for his 

imprifonment; but I do not find that he was 
abetted, as ufual, by the court of England j for 
he depended, on this occafion, entirely upon his 
iflanders, and tenants in Rofs-fliire. James, 
. who kept an eye upon his conduft, had fent 
him repeated admonitions to defift from his 
feditious practices, but all to no jsurpofe; for 
towards the end of the laft year, he burnt the 
town of Invernefs, and attempted the cafUe 
likewife, becaufe it had been the place of his 
imprifonment. He was then at the head of ten 
thoufand men ; but James well knowing that 
he forced many of them into his fervice, marched 
againft him at the head of his north-country 
fervants; and the clans Cattan and Cameon^ 
feparating from the earPs army, immediately 
ranged themfelves under the royal banners. 
The earl, upon this, retired to Lochaber, and 
then to the Ifles, to which the king could not 
AW. purfue him. This year, however, James, in 
•'**"^^' imitation of what was commonly pra6lifed in 
England, prevailed with his parliament to pafs 
an aft, by which all the baroijs and lords whofc 
lands were contiguous to the weftern fea, but 
fiiore efpecially fuch as had inheritances over- 

againlt 
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againft the Ifles, were commanded to fit out a a. d. 1430. 
certain number of gallies, conformably to the 
tenor of their holdings, by the month of May 

1431. 

Thofe vigorous meafures daunted the haughty 

lord of the Ifles, and he employed private agents 
to make his peace with James, who would hear 
of no terms of that kind, unlefs the earl fliould 
abfolutely and unconditionally throw himfelf 
at his feet ; which he at laft refolved to do. 
Accordingly, he came privately to Edinburgh ; 
and while the king and queen were at their de- 
votion, ill the church of Holyrood-houfe, he 
prefented himfelf before James, dreft only in 
his fliirt and drawers, and offering to the king 
his naked fword. The queen and the nobility 
interceding, James granted him his life, but b^tw^- 
ordered him to be fent prifoner to the caftle of 
Tantallon, while his mother was fhut up in 
the ifland of Inchcolm, lying in the Forth. How 
far any of the other great fubjecls of Scot-, 
land were concerned with the earl of Rofs in 
his praftices, does not dppear ; but that we have 
very imperfeft accounts of this reign, is proved 
from our ignorance of the offences committed 
by the earl of Douglas and Sir Gilbert Kennedy, 
the king's nephew, who were arretted miich 
about this time ; the former fent prifoner to 
Lochlevin, and the other to Stirling-caftle ^. 

• Bower fays, that this Kennedy's name was James, who wa« 
afterwards the celebrated bifliop of St. Andrew's j but does- not 
laentioQ his oifence. 

It 
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A. a 1430. ft IS probable their ofFenccS^ at leaft that of th^ 
former, was but flight ; for the qti^cii beitig 
Twins bom' brought to bed the fixt^eenth of 03x>ber 1 450, 
to James. Qf twins, Alexander, who died foon after,- atod' 
James, who fucceeded to^ thd ci*6Wri, the carls 
df Rofs and Douglas, adc^ording to fio^ea:*, ob- 
tained their pardons ; but htf tells tis^ that bi- 
feo{^ Kennedy remained- in confinement. 

The birth of the roy^al tv^ins was fo agreeable 
to James, that he knighted fifty young gentle- 
men upon the occafioii i and to prove that he 
was thoroughly reconciled to the earl of Dot!- 
glasy that nobleman pr-efented them at the font. 
Scotland had, by this time, partly recovered- 
itfelf from its hideous ftate atthe time of James's 
reftoration ; for otl the fifteenth of October, M 
a parliament at Perth, a new fubfidy, notwith- 
ftanding the bad fuccefs of the formei*, was im*-- 
pofed upon all the lands in the kingdom. The 
raifing this fubfidy was committed to iiiferibi* 
colledors ; but they wei*e accountable to the 
abbots of Balmerino and St. Golm, Sir Jbhn 
Scrimgeour, and John Fife, a citizen of Aber- 
deen ; and the money was depofited in a cheft, 
of which each of the auditoi*s had a keyj but 
the cheft itfelf was lodged in St. Andrew's^ tin* 
der tlie care of the bifhop and prior. The 
money w:is to be appropriated, in the firfl: 
place, to the fuppreffion of the infurredions 
which were then raging in the' North, and 
then to the exigencies of the public. In the 

mean 
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mean time, the bifhop of Glafgow, chancellor, a.d. 1431. 
Sir John Forrefter, chamberlain, Sir William tion. 
Fowlii^, keeper bf the privy-feal, and Sir Wal- ^^^^, 
ter Ogilvy, mafter of the houfhold, met with ^'J^^; 
the bifhop of Garlifle, the earl of Northumber- 
land, and others ; and on the firft of May, 
1431, agreed to the prolongation of the truce 
till the firft of May, 1436, The confervators of 
it, on the part of Scotland, were the earls of 
Athol, Angus, March, and Crawford, the lord • 
conftable, James Douglas of Balveny, James 
Douglas of Dalkeith, Thomas lord of Somer- 
wel, Walter lord of Dirlton, John Forrefter of 
Corftorphin, and Herbert lord of Maxwel. Thofe 
for England were the duke of Gloucefter, the 
earls of Warwic, Northumberland, Sarum, and 
Weftmoreland, the lord Willoughby, Sir Ro- 
bert Umfraville, and others. The conclufion 
of this truce left James at liberty to turn his at- 
tention entirely to fupprefs the diforders of the 
Highlanders in the North. The clan Cattans, ^^^^* ^^^^^ 
or Mackintoflies, had quarrelled with the Ca- 
merons, and fought on Palm-Sunday with fuch 
animofity, that they almoft exterminated each 
other. The earls of Caithnefs and Marr were 
then the royal lieutenants in thofe parts, and 
marched to Lochaber to defend it from an in- 
vafion threatened by one Donald Balloc, a kinf- 
man and kind of deputy to the earl of Rofs. 
He thought the honour of his family wounded 
by th^t eatFs imprifonme.nt ; and, inftead of 
Vol. nil ' U u fufler- 
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A.D. 1431. fufFering the king's lieutenants to attack hiit ifl 
the Ifles, he paffed over to the continent to of- 
fer them battle. The two earls, defpifing the 
number and difcipline of his meui were fo Ktlk 
upon their guard, that they fuffered themfelves 
to be furprifed and defeated by the rejbeL iThe 
carl of Caithnefs, and fixteen gentleitien, with 
a confiderable number of common men, weir<i 
killed, and the earl of Marr was obliged to fave 
• himfelf by flight. Donald, naturally fieroe and 
bloody, became more fo by this advantage. ' He 
deftroyed Lochaber and the neighbouring coun- 
try with fire and fword, and, according to toy 
authorities, James took the field in perfon to 
fupprefs him ; upon which, he put his plunder 
on board his gallies, and fent it to the liies. It 
happened luckily for the country, that thofe 
robbers, or rather their heads, agreed amongft 
tKemfelves in nothing but the principle of plun- 
der. No fooner did they hear of James being 
on his march, and that he was now provided, 
by the afliftance of his parliament, with a num- 
ber of fliips, money, and every thing that could 
enable him to defeat and punifli the rebels, 
than their chiefs threw themfelves at his feet, 
and implored his pardon. James had his rea- 
fons for not pufhing them to extremities. He 
obliged them to give him hoftages for the per- 
formance of their duty, and to apprehend and 
bring in prifoners about three hundred of the 
moft notorious criminals in their fpllowings. 
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whom he immediately ordered to be hanged a. 0.1431, 
;pji4 gibbetted. 

IRallQC, being thus deferted by his confede- Death of 
rateSai fled to Ireland, where he was for fome BaUw/ 
time protefted by ^ chieftain, one Odo ; but 
James requiring him to give up his rebel, Odo, 
who coniidered the king of Scotland as his 
frigiid and kinfman, if not his fovereign, fent 
him Donald's, head, Amongft the other capi- 
tal robbers who fubmitted at this time to James, 
w^e Angus Duff and Angus Murray, irrecon- 
cileable enemies to each other in every refpecl 
but afta of violence and pillage, James par- 
doned them, and made the one his inftrument 
to deftroy the other. Each had, at leaft, fifteen 
hundred followers; and Duff no fooner ob- 
tfiined hh liberty, than he refumed his practices 
of robbing and plundering. James gave his 
rival Murray a commiffion to fupprefs him; 
^nd as Duff, who refided in Strathern, was 
driving his booty homewards from Caithnefs 
and Murray, he was overtaken by Murray ; and 
fo dfifperate an encounter enfued, that of the 
one party no more than nine, and of the other 
ojily twelve, furvived. Bower does noV men- 
tion the king marching in perfon againft^ thofe 
robbers ; but he tells us, that the winter of this 
year ,was fo fevere, that it killed the cattle in 
the houfes as well as the fields. 

The tranquility of Scotland being in a great U3*. 
meafure re-eflabliflied, James found himfelf too tionsand 

U u 2 firmly jamo*. 



332 T H E H i S to R Y 

A. D. 1432. firmly feated on the throne to fear any difa* 
greeable confequences from an examination 
into the proceedings of the late regency, par- 
ticularly with regard to the earldom of March. 
I have already given an actonnt -of ^that noble- 
man's revolt, the provocations he/received on 
his return to his duty, and likewifer of his be- 
ing reftdred to his eftate. James j pretended, 
, that the tegency had no power to pardon his 
rebellion, and to reinftate him ; and fending 
him prifoner to the caftle of Edinburgh, he or- 
dered the chancellor, William Criohton, tffe 
earl of Angus, and Sir Adam Hepburn of 
Hales, to take poffeffion of the caftle of Dun- 
bar, which they accordingly did without op- 
polition. This was a fevere, if not an- ai?bitrary, 
proceeding; but James was refolved to juftify 
it by law. He fummoned his parliament to 
meet at Perth, on the tenth of January, when 
the fame day, the abbots of Scone and St. Colm, 
Mafter John Stuart, pxovoft of Methven, Ro- 
bert Stuart of Lorn, Thomas Somerwel of 
Somerwel, Walter Haliburton, John Spence of 
Perth, Thomas Chalmers of Aberdeen, and 
, James Parklie of Linlithgow, were unanimoufly 
elecled, and fworn, to hear and reportali caufes 
and controverfics which were to he moved or 
infifted upon during that feffion. This pre- 
vious inftitution is the firft of the kind I meet 
with in Scotland, and probably gave rife to 
that of the lords of the articles, who afterwards 

becamQ 
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became fuch inilruments of tyranny in Scot- a. d. 1433. 
land. James feems to have borrowed it from of thT^- 
the Engliih parliament^ where, on the .firft ***"**"*• 
day of the feffion, a certain number of mem- 
bers were appointed, under the name of triers. 
Upon the whole, I am inclined to cojifider the 
inftitution as an innovation introduced by the 
prerogative, on pretext that a military affem- 
bly, fuch as the parliament of Scotland for- 
merly was, could not fpare time to enter upon 
a minute detail of civil bufinefs ; and therefore 
it was proper to fave the members trouble, by 
cutting off all unnecefiary altercations, and 
preparing a ftate of the matters that were to 
come before them. Whethei' the king himfelf 
nominated thofe articulars (as they were after- 
wards called) does not evidently appear. I am 
inclined to think he did, and that they were 
iifterwards approved of by the aflembly ; but 
be that as it, may, the inftitution was equally 
abfurd as it was arbitrary, 

. The great queftion that came before this its proceed- 
parliament was, ** Whether the regency of *"^* 
Scotland could legally repeal the late earl of 
March's attainder ?'' I cannot, however, help 
cbferving, that James had already prejudged 
the queftion ; for he had not only feized the 
earl's caftle and eftate, but had deprived him 
of his liberty and title, being forced to anfwer 
by the name of Sir George Dunbar. His advo- 
<:ates urgjed the pardon that had been granted 

him 
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A.D.J433. him by the late regent, \yKQ 'jsrp.s then the fui 
preme magiftrate of Scotland; but the cfown 
lawyers (and I am apt to bcliey^ they, w^ere ia 
the right) pleaded, that the regent had no fuch 
power, and that his pardon could. have no vai- 
lidity, unlefs directed or con^rmed by the fo- 
vereign, whofe prerogative alone it was to parr 
don traitors. They fhewed, that the earl of 
March's eftate, by his rebellion, became aftu^ 
ally part of the crownJand, from which the re* 
gent had no power to fever it, efpecially during 
his jnafter's minority ; and that all the refump. 
tions that had been made £nce the return of 
James, proceeded upon that principle. The plead- 
ings being finifhed, the affembly pronounced fen- 
tence by the mouth of their dempft^r (an antient 
office ftill remaining in the criminal courts of 
Scotland) " That by reafon of the forfeiture of 
George Dunbar, fometime earl of March and 
Iprd of Dunbar, the earldom of March, lord- 
fliip of Dunbar, and all the other lands which 
the faid George had held of the crown of Scot- 
land, did and do belong to the king who now 
is, both as to the right of propriety and poffef- 
fion." Such was the decifion of the Scotch par- 
liament on this delicate affair; and though I 
think James w^as well founded in the profecu- 
tion, yet the manner of his carrying it on, by 
giving the fanclion of law to a cafe which he 
had already prejudged by his power, was a dan- 
gerous precedent. On the other hand, we are 

to 
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to COnfidef, that the fituatibn of the earl of A-Umsj. 
March's eftate in the iieigkb^iirhoiki of England 
<*kpofed its I>bff€ffor to prodigious lemptatidns 
ioT rebelling; and a prince lefs jealous of his pre* 
i-ogative thlri Jame^ was, wbtlld have purfued 
the faihe hieafilrcs fof Annexing it to his crown. 

James, to' fhew that his prbceedings againft Modcn*io« 
thfe earl^fMarch took* their rife from a kind of ^^ J*"^** 
{>olitic^ tf^effity, immediately Created him earl 
of Buchato, the Ftench conftable of that namfe be- 
ing dead without male heirs. The laws of Scot- * 
JaYid, however, generally fufFeritig the great fiefe 
to defcend to females, and the conftable having 
left behind him a daughter, who Was afterwards 
aiartifcd into- tlffc houfe of Win ton, it is hard to 
fey, whether the title and eftate reverted to th^ 
<*owti by the conftable dying without male 
heirs, of whether James did nottafee it into his 
dwn hand, as thinking that the regent had no 
right ^0 beftow fuch a fief ©n his fon. I men- 
tion this particular, to fliew the reader the fun- 
damental principles of James's government, in 
which he is jilftifiable. The regent dukes of 
Albany, as appears from the arrogance of their 
titles, which I have fpecified, had undoubtedly 
encroached upon the prerogative. It is true, 
that James was a prifoner ; but we are to ob- 
ferve, at the fame time, that after he came to 
years of difcretion he exercifed acls of fove- 
reignty, which were fo far from being difcoun- 
tenanced by the prince in whcfe cuftody he 'was, 

that 
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A«D.i4n* that he put his fubjeds to death as traitorf^ 

upon pretenqe of their not obeying him. 
wha re-an. I have already mentioned, that the eldeft fon 
wwomof of Robert the fecond, by Euphane Rofs^ had 
hiTcrornr been by his father made earl of Strathcra, which 
in old records is called a county-palatine * ; but 
it was exprefsly provided, that the title Ihould 
return to the crown, in cafe that piitice ihould 
die without heirs male. This proved to be his 
fate ; for he left behind him only a daughter, 
Euphane, who being married to Patric Gra- 
ham, a younger fon of Sir Patric Graham of 
Kincardin, that gentleman took upon himfelf 
the title of Strath'ern, in which he was iniitated 
by his fon Miles, no doubt with: the confent of 
the governor; fo rivetted were the Scots of 
thofe days to their notions of female fucceffion 
in the great fiefs and titles, James looked upon 
Graham's afl'uming that title as being no better 
than an ufurpation \ and he had many other 
reafons for ftripping Graham of his title and 
eftate ; but he gave him in exchange that of 
Menteith and Airth, to the great diflatisfaftion 
of the family, particularly of his uncle Robert, 
who vowed a revenge which he afterwards too 

• The meaning of tiiis term is no more than a county, the 
poflellbr of which had the powers of a palace, that is, hi3 ftew- 
ard, chancellor, and other offices of ftate 5 every county being 
originally fuppofed.to bean epitome of the king^s court, to 
which all of them, however, relieved. Many earls, or counts, 
were reduced too low to keep up the dignity of palatines 5 but 
14 England fome hold diat rank to this day. 

fUQ- 
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fuccefsfuUy executed. His difcontent was fo ^•^'»44jt 

public, that he was fummonod to take his trial ; 

but he thought fit to abfcond from public juf- 

tice ^. About this time died likewife the earl 

of Marr, who was one of the moft extraordi- Adventuret 

- . . , of the earl 

nary perfonagcs of his time. In his youth he of Mwr, 
is faid to have aflbciated himfelf to a gang of . 
robbers; but reforming his manners, the vie* 
tory over Donald of the Ifles, as we have al- 
ready feen, was owing to him. He afterwards 
ferved with great honour under the duke of 
Burgundy ; and acquiring an immenfe eftate, 
he is faid to have married one of the daughters 
of the earl of HbQand, and to have claimed, 
in her right, the fovereignty of that country. 
The Hollanders recognized Jaqueline, duchefs 
of Brabaint, as their miftrefs ; but the dufhefs 
having made an elopement, and married the 
duke of iSloucefter, the earl of Marr might 
very probably put in fdifle claims^ in right of 
his wife. Being difappointed, he fitted out a 
fijuadroh of ihips, and brought imtnenfe riches 
into his country, by cruizing upon the DutcL 
and the Flemiih trade. As his hiftory is fome-; 
trhat dark, I cannot relate all that has been faid 
of him by modem authors. We know enough 
of it, however, to conclude that he was a matf 
of great enterprize, both by fea and land, as 

* Bower mentions this Robert Graham to have been formerly • 
arrefled and imprifoned in the caHle of Dunbar. 

Vol. IIL X x ap- 
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A. D. 1433* appeared from the immenfc eftate wliich fell to 
the crown by his death, though we are ceirtain 
that he left a datlghter.; t • .■ 

The hiftdrians -who are iiloft prepoffeffed in 

condua favour of James's memory^ have blamed the 
violence of his proceedings againft his great 
nobility ; but I do not find that any writer has 
taxed him with itivading the coDfiitutionf or 
violating the laws. He lived in. aa age when 
all the fovereign§ in Europe complained of the 
. exceffive pride of their great barons j and James 
undoubtedly employed all the means in his 
power to reduce thofe of Scotland. It oannot, 
at the fame time, be denied, that under, him 
the ftate of the commons was bettered. Among 
other excellent iilflitutions, he enadred fump- 
tuary laws. Both feices wei^ prohibited from 
ufing any excefs in apparel, and theJadies of a 
certain rank, particularly, from wearingi pearl. 
The e?irl of Matr, ampng the other ier?ices he 
did his country, had introduced intp.it from 
foreign parts, ftrong and fervic^able breeds of 
horfes. The people came to be> ac^uftofl^ed to 
a more elegant mknner of livHig^- aad^particu- 
lar mention is m^de of the art ^fpaftry being 
in this reign introduced into Scotland ; nor do 
I perceive that that kind of luxtiry was dif- 
countenariced by James, who probably thought; 
that it tended to improve agriculture, and the 
rearing of cittle, -flocks, and poultry. Men- 
tion is even made of the large carracs, or mer- 

chant* 
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chant-fliips, which at this time traded in the a. d. 14^ 
ports of Scotland .'£nom abrp.ad^- and undoubt- 
edly occafioned the fumptu^ry la.ws I have 
meiitioned; and whic^ at laft )^x;tended to the 
prohibitidii of^old and filver lace, pr ftufFs, and 
cbftly fari^ : 'being worn by ijiferipr degrees. 
It is certain, that the wife government of James 
gave hint great rcsputation in England, and all 
over Europe, at this period, as. appears from 
the ' following negociation, which deferves 
more attention than has been paid^t by hifto- 
rians, , 

James had kept fair with the court of Eng- Remark. 
land ever fince his return, apd under various cuS^n wld 
pretexts had delayed the fi^pding. his daughter, ^^&^^^> 
with her fix thoufaud attendants, to France ; 
but I am inclined to believe, that James had 
privately, and by degrees, fent them over be- 
fore this time. Be that as it may, it is certain, 
that about the year 1435, the lord 3croop came 1435- 
as ambaffador ftom, England to Scotland, to 
propofe a perpetual peace between the two na- 
tions f in which cafe Jie was empowered to offer 
reftitution of t^e caftles of Roxburgh and Ber- 
wic, and of all th^t the Englifli held in Scot- 
land. J^fpes orderefi his parliainent to be fum- 
moned at Perth,, wherq he prefided in his royal 
robes upon his throne, which was placed before 
the great altar of the friars predicant. Drum- 
mond of Hawthornden, the ekgant but inac- 
curate hiftorian of the five James's, has put an 

X X 2 eloquent 
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A. D. 1435. eloquent fpeech in the mouth of the lord 
Scroop, who, we are told, prOpoJCed a match 
between his matter and the princeis of Scot- 
land; and he was anfwered with, equal do- 
quence by the French ambaflador. Both thofe 
fpeeches being evidently fabricated by the hif- 
torian, I fliall omit repeating them. Aber- 
cromby and other writers are, however, un- 
pardonable in the fuperficial accounts they have 
given us of this important aflFair. Bower in- 
forms us, that the debates ran very high, and 
that after the votes were coUeded, the abbots 
of Scone and St. Colm declared, that James 
could not treat of peace with the crown of 
England, on account of his league with the 
king of France, which had been examined by 
the univerfity of Paris, confirmed by his holi- 
nefs, and lately fworn to by James himfelf. 
This report met with fo ftrong an oppofition 
from another party, at the head of which was 
Fogo abbot of Melros, that the debate was adr 
journed to next day. Fogo reprefented (and 
I think with great force of truth) that the ar- 
guments of the other two abbots were ill- 
founded ; and that James, by making peace 
with Charles, could not intend to preclude 
himfelf from being at peace with the king of 
England ; and even went fo far as to fay, that 
the doctrine advanced by the two abbots was 
erroneous and heretical The fenfe ^ of the af- 
fembly, however, was entirely againft agreeing 

to 
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to the Englifli propofitions ; and Fogo narrow- ^^ d- '435* 
ly efcaped the flames; for he was cited to ap* 
pear before the abbot of *Lindores (whom the 
hiilorian calls the inqnifitor of heretics) to an- 
fwer fot his opinions. 

Bower himftlf, iii relating this tranfaftion, which mif- 
feems to be of opinion (and indeed James ap- 
pears to have been of the fame) that the Eng- 
lifli were not fincere in this negociation, and 
that they only meant to difunite the Scots. 
James made no fecret that he approved of his 
parliament's opinion, and that he was refolved, 
in all events, to fulfil his engagements with 
France, by fending his daughter thither. The 
Englifli, on the other hand, were exafperated 
beyond meafure at the refolution of the Scotch 
parliament ; and it was not long before both 
parties took the fidd upon the borders. The 
Englifli, at the fame time, put to fea a confi- 
derable fleet, in hopes of intercepting the in- 
tended dauphinefs, who, with a grand train 
of nobility, prelates, and others, embarked on 
board a fquadron of forty fliips. The names of 
her chief attendants were, the bifliop of Bre- 
chin, the earl of Orkney, Sir Walter Ogilvy, 
lord treafurer, Herbert Harris, William Stra- 
chan, John Maxwel, William Scot, John Camp-* 
bel, Alexander Seton, Henry Graham, Henry 
Wardlaw, knights, and others, together with 
no fewer than an hundred and forty ladies. 
As they fleered their courfe by the weftern 

coaft. 
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A. D. 1435. coaft, they landed fafely at Rochelle, and ef- 
caped the Englifli fleet, which was beaten by 
that of Caftile, by the Englifli iiiiftaken for 
that of Scotland. The dauphin was then four- 
teen years of age, and the bride but twelve. 
The proper difpenfations bein^ obrtained, the 
royal pair were conducted with grfeat fplendor 
to Tours, where the marriage was fbletfanized 
on the fixth of July, 
g By this time, the Englifli and the ScotIS were 

The Scots in arms on the borders, the Etifflifli under the 

viftorious *-' 

at the battle earl of Northumberland, and the Scots under 

of Pop- ' 

pcr;icn. Douglas carl of Angus. What the particular 
numbers of each were, does not appear, but 
both armies met at a place called Popper- 
den, where a defperate engagement followed, 
on the tenth of September. Vidory at laft 
declared itfelf in favour of the Scots ; tho' the 
particulars of the battle are varioufly related. 
The common accounts mention the Scots hav- 
ing lofl: two hundred gentlemen and common 
foldiers; and, among others, Alexander El- 
phinfton, a knight of great valour, and the 
head of that family. The fame hiftorians fay, 
that tlie lofs of the Englifli amounted to fifteen 
hundred, of whom forty were knights. Sir 
Henry Clydifdale, Sir John Ogle, and Sir Ri- 
chard Piercy, were made prifoners, with four 
hundred others. Bower fays, that fifteen hun- 
dred Englifli were taken prifoners, and not 
above forty killed on both fides j but it is on 

all 
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all hands allowed, that the Scots were vldo- a. d. 1437. 
rious. 

The Englifh, had now loft Paris, and their Farther re- 

• .;* , . . — formation 

great reputation tor valour m France, James in the 
thoug^it. that he could not too early avail vcrnmcntT 
himfelf of a^ junfture fo favourable to his vie\^ ; 
and, in the beginning of the year 1437, he 
formed the defign of retaking Roxburgh, and 
Berwic. His hiftorians admit, that his reign 
became, at this time, unpopular in Scotland ; 
and that hq laid^ hold of th^ opportunity of a 
war with England to find employment for his 
difcontented fubjeds. Even his favourite pre- 
late, Wardlaw, bifhop of St. Andrew's, preached 
to his face againft the exceffes and luxuries 
which his Englifli education had introduced 
Into Scotland ; and befides the fumptuary laws I 
have already mentioned, an aft of parliament 
paffed, by which all taverns and alehoufes were 
to be fliut up upon the tolling a bell at nine 
o'clock in the evening, by the magiftrates of 
burghs, who w^re to forfeit fifty fliillings to 
the king's chamberlain every time they, failed 

in their dpty. James, on the other, hand, la- 

• • » ... ' 

boured earneftly to revive the antient warlike 
exercifes oiF his people, which had, in a great 
meafure, fallen into diffuetude by the introduc- 
tion of gunpowder. An aft pafled, forbidding 
the favourite diverfion of football in Scotland, 
and fubftituting in its place that of fhooting 
with baws and arrows. Every boy, when he 

came 
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A. D. 1437. came to the age of thirteen, was obliged, at 
fiated times, to pradiife archery at certain bow- 
marks, as they were called. By another aft, 
general .mufters of all fubjcfts, between the 
ages of fixteen and iixty, (called in England 
Wappinlhawings) was ordered to be made four 
times a year in every iheriffdom all over the 
kingdom; and by another aft it was ordainedj 
that every fubjeft ihould be provided with war- 
like weapons, according to his degree. It was 
plain, from all this conduft of James,- that he 
was refolved to break the feudal conneftions 
among his fubjefts, and to give the command 
of the militia to his civil officers. The know- 
ledge of this occafioned a deep confpiracy to be 
laid, which ended in his murder. 

James, drawing together a great army, be- 
iieges Ri.x- fieged the caftle of Roxburgh ; and from that 
"'^^ * time he might be faid to have been abandoned 
both by his good fortune and his genius. The 
caftle was bravely defended by Sir Ralph' Grey, 
but was on the point of furrendering, when the 
quieen of Scotland arrived in the camp with in- 
telligence to her hufband of a general confpira- 
cy being formed againft him among the nobi.;^' 
lity. James well knew the caufes of their dif- 
content ; but he afted on this occafion in a 
manner quite irreconcileable to the charafter 
of a brave man, and indeed to th^ principles of 
found policy; which makes me fufpeft, that a 
true account of this confpiracy has not come to 

our 
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otir hand, and that it was deeper liid than is ^* ^' "^37- 
generally reported. Without enquiring into 
the trtoth of his queen's report, he adled as if 
the confpii^tors had been in his own camp; 
foir he immediately difmifled his army, and 
hafietiedi with a few chofen domeftics, to hi^ 
favourite retirement of a Dominican con- 
vent at ]?erth. This precipitate retreat gives 
f 00m to fufped, that thofe who afterwards 
murdered him were not the only confpirators 
in this treafon ; and diat they only formed the 
I'efolution of affidGnating James, after he had 
difinifled his army. The coni^iracy of eight 
or ten perfons, however great their rank might 
be^ unfupported by a force in the field (which 
happened adually to be the cafe) never could 
have induced fuch a prince as James to behave 
in the manner he did; and the queen's intelli^ 
gence muft have arifen from the general difcon- 
tent of the gre^t barons^ who faw fome of their 
powers daily wrefted out of their hands. It 
was natural for them, without having any 
thoughts of murdering the king, to have de* 
mended from him a repeal of the acts which 
tBfed cut fo deeply into their importance ; and 
no fairer. opportunity could be prefented, than 
while they were in the field, each at the head 
of his military tenants; for James as yet had 
made but very little progrefs in his new fcheme 
of forming the militia. The fudden difmifiioa 
V0L. III. Y y of 
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A.D. H37. of the armyi and the king's hafty retreat,^ feems 
to have difconcerted them. . 

We are therefore to afcribe the tragical 
fate of James to family-difconteats, in which 
neither the nation, nor the bulk of the g]%at 
landholders, had any concern* The earl of 
Athol Was the youngeft fon of Robert the fc- 
cond, by his fecond wife, Euphane Rofs, and 
had always confidered the defcendents of that 
prince's firft marriage tis furious. . He was 
connefted with Robert Graham, whom I have 
already mentioned to have -been difcontented 
on account of his nephew'd lofing.^ the efiate 
and honouris of Strathern; and the carl of 
AthoVs heir and grand-child^ Robert, was one 
of the king's dOmeftics. ' Such were the thrcQ 
principal agents in the following catsrftrophe. 
Graham had been for foime tittife at the head of 
a fet of otit-laviTS, a party of whom he is faid 
to have brought down in the dtead^ of night 
to Perth, where he pofted them in the ^lyeigh- 
bourhood of the Dbihinican '<^ve3ftt,'»*rhere 
James lodged. It is phin^, fr6m tfhfe manner 
in which that prince then lived, thatbe thought 
all the defigns of the difcoiitctftiBd ^ lords had 
been fruftrated by his filddin difitaifflbn of the 
army, and his hafty retrieat to Perth." ^ He had 
not even referved a body-guard for his perfon, 
and was living in the moft perfeft fccurity, 
when one of his cup-bearers, Walter Straton, 
as the king was at fupper, went to bring 

him 
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him fome wine; but perceiving armed men in a.d. 1437. 
his paffag^, planted there by Robert Stuart, who 
had likewife removed the bar of the door which 
led. to ithetiang's bed-chamber, he gave the 
alarm, but ,nofc in time to fave the kipg. The 
confpirators immediately killed Straton, and 
Catharine Douglas, one of the queen's maids of 
honour, tan to bolt the outer door; but finding 
the bar gone, £he heroically thruft her arm into 
thefiaple, whercithe bone was inftantly broken, 
and the conipir^tots ruflied into the anti-cham- 
ber, after murdering Patric Dunbar ^, a bro- 
ther of the late carl o{ March, who oppofed 
them. Buyfting intp^the rooip where .the king 
and queen were at.fupper, James made all the . 
defencp^ he cQuld againft the aJS'affins,, and the 
queep receive^ two ;aro)an4^ in interpofing her- 
felf between, their da^^r? and his body. James 
at laft 10/as born^ tp tj^e ground, and expired 
under twenljy-eight wounds, , inflicled by the 
affaflins^i ..^ - . , 

: This {murder was. perpetrated in November 
1437 ; an4 nothing q^n be, more furprifing than 
the inaccuracy pf the Scotch hiftorians, who 
ai:e notja^^sed as tpi the time, Abercromby, 
ia endeaypuiipg to cojpreft thofe who went be- 
fore him, has^ bjrought it down to the night 

• Bower fays that, at the time of the king's murder, he was 
in thetoWn^ofiPerth, froitt 'whekce he ran to refcue the king- 
but comhig too late, tti? aiT^ilms 4ifpatched him, after cutting 
off the fingers of his left hand. 

Yy2 be- 
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A. D. 1437. between the twentieth and twenty-firft of Fe- 
bruary, 1438; but Mr. Rynaer, in his Collec- 
tions, has publifhed a letter ferom James the 
fec6nd, dated the laft day of Ncrvftwbcr, i437f 
and in the firft year of his teig;n. It is ge- 
nerally agreed, that James thef ffrft was mur- 
dered in the forty-fourth year of his iage, and 
the thirteenth of his reign, dating it from his 
reftoration. ' '^^' 

iTuchi. Many are the particulars relatiirg to thii 

^^^' prince's charafter that could ttot be interwoven 
in a general account of his life. Whoever is 
converfant in hiftory may eafily fee, that James 
wanted to throw off the conilitutional reftrainris 
upon his prerogative, but to do it itifuch a maii- 
her as to difguife his intentions tinder thetaioft 
legal forms. If we are to judge from thie tenor 
of his conduft, we muft be of opinion, that he 
liad nothing in view l>ut the good of his people. 
His great abilities for government would havfe 
rendered them happy, had he been deQ)Otic; 
but, as was faid of Auguftus Csefar, he ought 
either to have been in^mortal, or never to have 
eiiftcd, becaufe a worthlefs fucceffor would 
have enflaved his peoJ)le ; and even the acqtii- 
fitions of prerogative he made proved dangelr- 
bus and fatal in the hands of fuch of his pofte- 
rity as wefe not endued either with his capacity 
or virtuds. The fe verity of his government 
would, in fome inftances, have been inexcuf- 
able, had it not been ' juftified by the ferocious 

manners 
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manners of his ftibje<^s ; a g;:egnant inftance of A.D.141 
which we have in.the.pejfcn,jpf a capital ruf- 
fian in the highjands^. who rpb^ed a pqpr wo- 
man. Upon , the villain's j;efu)fing her rjcftitu^ 
tion, ihe fwore flie would .not beihod (thatisj 
flie would noi p\*t on fhoes) till.ihe had com- 
plained to the ki^g ; upon which, the robber 
nailed horfes flioes tp.her f^et and hands. The 
woman recovered of her wounds, and laid be- 
fore James. at P^rt^,|^e jtjr/^atment fhe had met 
with. He imn)CfJfa;tely ordered th^.monfter to 
be apprehended ; an4 being brought to Perth, 
he firft iii^idqd.ppon him the torture the wo- ^ 
man had fufFered, and then order^ him to h^ 
gibbeted. The n^iethod which James had efta- 
bliihed for bringing capital offenders to juftic^ 
was admirable ; for he wrote a peremptory let- 
ter with his own hand,, and fealed with a pri- 
vate fignet, to the chief civil magiftrate in, th0 
neighbourhood where the offence was con>- 
mitted> requiring him, on his allegiance, to 
apprehend the criminal, but enjoining him fe- 
crecy till he -was in adual cuftody. 

The manneSjii^ which James treated the eayls 
of Dunbar and Strathern, does great honour to 
his firmnefs and n^oderation after he had car- 
ried his point ; but, atS I have already obferved, 
he was not exciifable in his previous proceed- 
ings with regard ^o the former. He confidered 
the fucceflion of females and their dcfcendents 
to great fees as a vadft prejudice to the crown.; 

but 
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A. D. 1437. but he refpefted the old nobility as the princi-* 
pal ornaments of hi^ throne, thti* no longer 
than they k6pt' themfdves withih the bounds 
of their duty. Bower, who lived at the tinae, 
tells us, that he knew a great nobleman, and 
a near relation to James, who gave a blow to 
, inotlier in the court. The king ordered the 
offending hand to be ftretched on a table, and 
prefenting a knife to the offended party, or- 
dered him, under p^n of jd^^th, to nafl the 
hand to the table. The queen, her maids of 
honour, the prelates and clergymen interpofed, 
and threw themfelves at the king's feet, where 
he fuffered them to continue for an hour before 
he would pardon the offender, and even then 
he baniflied him from the court. 

; I have already mentioned the literary and ci- 
vil accomplifhments of James ; thpfeof hispcrfon 
were equalled by few. Tho' not quite of a mid- 
- dling ftature, he excelled all his fubjecls in the 
moft robuft exercifes, while he endeavoured to 
foften their manners by introducing the polite 

arts, particularly thofeofpainting,mufic,andpoe- 
try, to their acquaintance. His excellency in all 
the qualities that became a king, is, with great 
reafon, affigned as the caufe why Henry the fifth, 
while he loved and efteemed his perfon, never 
would grant him his liberty. The peace, or- 
der, and politenefs that reigned in Scotland, at 
the time of his death, are the beft encomiums 
upon his conduct j and his memory receives an 

addi- 
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additional luftre from the miferies that befel a.d 
Scotland under fome of his fucceffors. The uni- 
verfal deteftation of his murder, and the punifli- 
ment inflicted upon his aflaflins, prove hQw4ear 
he was to his people at the time of his death ^. 

• Abercromby,' and other Scotch hiftorians, relate the- fignal 
puniihment infil6led on the murderers with great delight ; but 
it is too difagreeable a fubjeft to enter into the body of genial 
hiftory. ** I am forry (fays Abercromby) that I cannot iniFbrm 
my reader by whom the earl of Athol himfelf, and the reft of the 
murderers, were apprehended ; but we are fure that fo much dili- 
gence was ufed, that within lefs thaii forty days all the confpirators 
were brought to Edinburg^^ arrained, condemned, and ex^^utedi 
The meaner fort of them, fuch as Chriftoplier Clawn or Ca? 
hbim, were hanged on gibbets j but the earl himfelf, his gran^d- 
^hild Robert Stuart, andcoufin Graham, yyer^ proceeded ag^aiuft 
with unprecedented feverity, being juftly adjudged to exquiiite 
torments, and new kinds of death. Some part of three days was 
ipent in the execution of Athol. Oh the firft he was fbripped 
naked to his (hirt;, fet in a moving. cart, where?, a.cra.ne being 
fixed, his body was often lifted up by a pully to a great height, 
andihewed to the fpe^ators for fome. time, then fuddenly let 
fall ahnoft to.the groundj by which mean^ his mc^nbers were 
jniferably disjointed, and his life preferved for more fham'e and 
no lefs pain : for on the fecond day he was placed on a pillar in 
the view of the people, and a crown of hot iron fet on hi?, hea^, 
with this infcription, ** Here (lands the king of traitors.'* 
Thus was his oracle accbmplifhed. On the thiiid, bfcing placed 
on an hurdle, he was dragged by horJfe? through the High-flxeet 
to the place of execution, where being laid on a plank, firft hig 
bowels, then his hearf was pulled out, and thrown int6 a fire. 
Laftly, his head being cut off, was fixed on a pole in the mofl: 
eminent place of the city, and his body fent in quarters to the 
four chief towns of the kingdom. ' 

" Robert Stuart, being but a young, man, and therefore the 
more eafily fcduced by the influence of a grandfather, was ufed 
more mildly; yet though he was fo nearly related to thie royal 
family, had not the honour of being ^beheaded like a perfon of 
quality, but, as one of the meaneftof the people, was hanged and 
quartered. His quarters were alio iet up in different towns, as 
fpe^lacles for the people to gaze at.. 

« Robert. Graham, the grand "executioner, though not the 
(Chief contriver of the whole villany, was ufed as his crime de- 

ferved j 
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A. D. t437. It would be unjuft to his memory, fhduld we 
omit the reformation he had introduced into 
his courts of juftice. One was as humane as it 
is fingular j for he obliged every advocate who 

foved J and I am heartily forry that any one of that furname, to 
whoie loyaky and prowefs that nation is upoh fo many ^thcr ac- 
counts very much indebted, (hould have dtCetvtd fo rigorous 
treatment. He was firft dragged through the ftreets in a c^ 
backward, then his hands (thofe facrilegibUs hands which h^ 
had lifted up againft his royal mafter, the Lord*s anoi&ted) be- 
ing faftened in iron hooks, and fixed to a gibbet in the fame 
<^art ; the moft flefhy parts of his n^ked body, pafticuiafly thbfe 
that are moft remote from the vitals or fprings 6f life, as thd 
legs, thighs, and (boulders, were feared by three executioAett 
with burning pincers, and leiiUtely burnt to the very bones. 
This done, his body was cut in quarters, and difpofed of as tho(e 
of his accomplices. Such was the natural boldnefs or ferocity of 
this perverfe man, that being alkfcd how he durft offer to kill his 
fovereign, he made anfwer, even when he was under thfe extre- 
mity of p^, and very near breathing out his laft, *' That he 
dui^ leap out of heaven and all its ]6ji into the torturing flames 
of hell." Yet he is by others faid to have made this excufe for 
himfelf* that being out-lawed and banilhed by the king, he ceaftd 
to be his fubje^t j as if the punifiimeiit of former crimes conld 
make after-ones lawful, or the ceafmg to be a good fubje6l en- 
titled one to be a fovereign 5 or rather as if rebellion gave right 
to commit murder, patricide, facrilege, &c. Such a villanous 
excufe wasfo far from taking with the people, that the follow- 
ing rhime, defigned to exprefs their abhon*ence of the faft, be- 
came a proverb among them. 

" Robert Grahmen 
That (lew our king, 
God give him (liamen/* 

" MAe?iS Sylvius, the pope's nuncio in Scotland at that time 
and who himfelf was made pope fome years after, faw thofe 
dreadful executions with fome horror, but more admiration^ and 
faid, « That he was at a lofs to determine, whether the crime 
committed by the regicides, or the punilhment inflidled upon them 
by the juftice of the nation, was the greateft" And this, I take 
it, is a convincing proof, that the nation was very free from the 
leaft imputation of guilt." Abercromby, vol. H. p. 308, 309, 

attended 
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attended at the bar, (called, in the Scotch law, A.D.14 
Forfpeakers,) to fwear, before they entered 1. ii, c. 
upon any prbcefs, " That they fhould fay no- 
thing but truth, in order to makfelt appear fuch 
to the judges : That they Ihould not go about 
to corrupt the judges with promifes^ or bribes : 
That they ihould make ufe,of no faUe nor frivo- 
lous ^rgunients; and laftly. That they flibuld 
by no means offer tq delay or retard the dcci- 
fion of -the cafe in debate.'* James, ^ccinvipded 
of thofe being fundamental principles in e<}uity^ 
reduced them into four monkifh rhinie's, that 
it might be the better in^printed on the memo* 
ries of the praditioners *. 

In the beginning of his reign, that ie might 
make his fubjecte fenfible of the inconveniences 
and hard£hips of.perfonal attendance in parlia- 
ment, he impofed a fine of ten pounds upon 
every baron. Or freeholder, who was abfent; 
and this rendered the conformity of the Scotch 
to the Engliih conftitution, which was one of 
the chief points he had in view, the more prac- 
ticable. At the time of his death, the heredi- 
tary revenues of the crown amounted to a large 
fum ; but all the policy of James could not, at 
firft, reconcile the common people to a taxation. 
He was obliged not only to remit the tax im- 

• nitid Jurettir, quod lis fibi jufta videtur \ 

£t ii quaeretur, vmim non inficietur : 
Nil promittetury nee falfa probatio detur ; 
Ut lis tradetur, delatio nulla petetur. 

Vol. m. Z z pofed 
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A. D. I437* pofed for his coftagein the bej^ning of his reign, 
but to return the money that had been levied, 
to the parties who had advanced it : nor do we 
know of any tax afterwards impofed, till the 
marriage of his daughter to the dauphin of 
France. John Major, an old but credulous hif- 
torian of Scotland, fays, he was fo fevere upon 
the princes of his own blood, that he ufed to 
tell his queen, " he would not leave a man in 
Scotland alive, who might not, in jpoint of con- 
ianguinity, go to bed to her ;'' a barbarous me- 
nace, unworthy the charader of James, and 
probably therefore fi6titious. The other parts 
of his charafter may be coUefted from his life : 
I fliall clofe it by obferving, that he is ge- 
nerally (and I believe very juftly) accounted 
the author of a very l^umorous ballad^ called 
Chrift's Kirk on the Grene ; and Major men- 
tions fome. other pieces of his poetry, . which 
were extant in the reign of James the fifth, par- > 
ticularly a copy of verfes which he addreffed to 
his queen while he was courting her. 

HU iflue. ^^ ^^^ buried (fays Abercromby) in the 
church of the Chartreux ajt Perth, and I^fi be- 
hind him one fon, kinjg James the fecond, and 
five daughters; Margaret, married to Lewis, 
dauphin, afterwards king, of France by the 
name of Lewis the eleventh ; Ifabel to Francis 
the firft, duke of Brittany; Jean, who was pro- 
mifed to the eldeft fon and heir of the diike of 
Savoy, and thrice married, firft to James carl 

of 
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of Angus, then to Alexander earl of Hundy, a. d. 1437. 
and laftly to James earl of Morton,- Helenor, 
married to Sigifmund, duke, or, according to 
others, archduke, of Auftria ; and Mary to John 
lord of Campvere and Zealand. 

The device attributed to this prince by Mr. 
Anderfon is a crown upon the ground, from 
which arife a fword and a drofs, with the motto- 
'Pro legt etgrege. Abercromby mentioas another 
device he made ufc of^ confifting of a branch 
of thiftles, with a fprig of rue, and the motto 
Pour ma defence \ the meaning of which, even 
according to that writer*s interpretation, I do 
not clearly comprehend. 



JAMES THE SECOND. 

THIS prince was about feven years of age panjAment 
at the time of his father*s n^urder ; and, ^J^*^^, 
by a fatality that may be evilly accounted for, jJe'&ST 
all the ihining virtues and talents of the late 
king proved now to be fatal and pernicious to 
his country. He left the great plan of policy 
he had fetched out, unfinilhed, or, atleaft,with* 
out a durable confiftency. The great nobility, 
who had felt the rod of his government, being 
no longer awed by his power, refumed their feu- 
dal ufages, by difregarding the civil authority 

Z 2 2 which 
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A. D. 1438. which the firft James had fo ftrenuoufly la- 
boured to introduce, in place of their barbarous 
clanihips. More parliaments had been aflem- 
bled in Scotland, during tjie late reign, than 
perhaps flie had ever feen before ; fo that the 
people were familiarized to that inftitution, and 
one was called at Edinburgh in 1438. In this 
parliament, the fevere punifhments infiifted 
upon the murderers of the late king were de- 
creed ; nor durft the proudeft or moft power- 
ful of the nobility refufe to join in the deepeft 
lamentation (however they might otherwifc 
have been afFefted) that Scotland had ever 
known. The coronation, on account of the 
young king's age, was performed at the abbey 
of Holyrood-houfe, to which the ftates of the 
kingdom repaired in great pomp from the caftle 
of Edinburgh •^. The untimely death of the 
late king, who had prefcribed no form of a re* 
gency, rendered the fettlement of the govern- 
ment a matter equally difficult as it was im- 
portant. Archibald earl of Douglas, and duke 
of Touraine, was by far the greateft fubjecl in 
the kingdom; but the people were difgufted 
with regencies, and that nobleman had been 
no favourite during the late reign. His rank, 
however, gave him the diredion of the govera- 
ment ; and Abercromby fays, that he had feen 
two original papers, with the great feal ap-» 

• Lindfay of Pitfcottie, whofe hijlory begins with this reign^ 
crowned fays, that young Jjunes was crowned at Scone. 

pended 
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pended to them, the one dated at Edinburgh a. 0.143^ 
the twenty-eighth of November, and the other 
the eighth of December ; by which it appears, 
that a parliament, or general council of the 
three eftates, was held at Edinburgh, on Thurf- 
day the twenty rfeventh of November, 1438, by 
the moft excellent prince and lord Archibald 
duke of Touraine, earl of Douglas and Longo- 
ville, lord of Galloway and Annaodale, and 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom. From fub- 
fequent proceedings it evidently appears, that 
the parliament of Scotland took upon itfelf the 
fettlement of the government during the mino- 
rity; and that the ftruggles which happened 
afterwards between Crichton the chancellor, 
and Levingfton the governor of the kingdom, 
were the effeds of party and faftion. 

The apprehenfions the late king was under of ^ ^^^ 
a general confpiracy were fo ftrong, that he had 
commiffioned Alexander lord Gordon, Alex- 
ander lord Montgomery, Mr. John Methven, 
and John Vaus, to negociate a truce with Eng- 
land ; and to alfiil the biihop of Brechin, Sir 
Walter Ogilvy, and Sir John Forrefter, who 
were already at London for the fame purpofe^ 
in bringing it about. A truce was accordingly 
obtained for nine years, that is, from the firft 
of May 1438, to the firft of May 1447. The 
confervators of this truce on the part of Eng- 
land were, the dukes of Gloucefter and Nor- 
folk, the earls of Sarum, Northumberland, and 

Weft- 
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A.P.143S. Weftmoreland, John dt Gray Hoc, Sir Henry 
Fenwic, and others; and they for Scotland 
were Archibald duke of Touraine and earl pf . 
Douglas, the earls of Angus, Crawford^ and 
Annandale, the lords of Gordon, Dirlton, So- 
merville, Herries of Carlaverock, Montgomery, 
Crichton, Hales, Sir Archibald Douglas, iheriflF 
of Teviotdalc, Sir Thomas Kilpatric, and Sir. 
Walter Scot. After this, the limits of the twa 
kingdoms were fettled by the fame commif* 
fioncrs. This prefervation of the public tran-. 
quility was undoubtedly in a great meafure 
owing to the defperate ftate of the Engliih af- 
fairs in France. The Englifh had of late re- 
duced the caftle of St Anian, in which three, 
hundred Scotch foldiers were put to the fword, 
but by what right does not appear, unlefs the 
place was taken by ftorm. The truth is, the 
ferocious manner in which the Englifh carried, 
on war in France is indefenfible ; for we arft 
told, that they gibbetted all the French whont 
they found in the fame caftle, on pretence that 
they had been formerly fubjefts to England. 
Account of About this time died Archibald earl of Dou« 
•libation of glas, and he was ftjcceeded by his fon William, a 
^^^"^' nobleman pf a turbulent difpofition ; fo that thq 
nobility of Scotland thought it high time to pro^ 
vide for the future government of their kingr 
dom ; but their hiftorians are fcandaloufly defi- 
cient in this period. Lindfay, who had excel- 
lent information^ fays, that the late ,earl proved 

a ty- 
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a tyrant ; that he oppreffed all his neighbours, a. d, 143! 
txercifed regal powers, and would fuflFer none 
t>f his tenants to be amenable to the civil 
courts ; all which mifcondiift was imitated by 
iiis fon. Whether the old earl was deprived of 
his lieutcnantcy before his death does not abfo- 
lutely appear^ but the parliament undoubtedly, 
^t this time, appointed Sir Alexander Leving- 
tton of Callendar to be governor of the Idngdom, 
that is, to have the executive power, while Sir 
William Crichton, as chancdior, had the direc- 
tion of the civil courts of law and juftice. This 
happened to be a moft unfortunate partition of 
jpoM^er for the public. The governor and chan- 
cellor quarrelled ; the latter took poffeffion of 
tlie king's perfon arid the caftle of Edinburgh, 
to neither of which he had any rigjit ; but the ' 
former had on his fide the queen-mother, a wo- 
man of intrigue and fpirit Her fon was fliut up 
in the caftle of Edinburgh ; and in a fliort time 
there was no appearance either of law or govern- 
ment in Scotland. The governor's edifts were 
counterafted by thofe of the chancellor under 
the king's name, and thofe who obeyed the 
chancellor were punilhed by the governor ; 
while the earl of Douglas, with his great fol- 
lowing and dependents, was a declared enemy 
of both parties, whom he equally fought to de- 
ftrby. 

The queen-mother demanded accefs to her The yoang 
fon, whichi "Crichton could find no pretext for aiay by** 

^p^ his mockora 
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ii.D. 1438. denying her ; and flie was accordingly admitted 
with a fmall train into the caftlc of Edinburgh. 
She played her part fo well, and dilTembled 
with fo much art, that the chancellor, imagin- 
ing fhe had become a convert to his caufe, treat- 
.ed her with unbounded confidence, and fufi^red 
her at all hours to have free accefs to her fon's 
perfon* Pretending that fhe had vowed a pil- 
grimage to the white church of Buchan, flie 
recommended the care of her fon's perfon, till 
her return, to the chancellor, in the moft pa- 
thetic and affectionate terms ; but, in the mean 
time, Ihe fecretly fent him to Leith, packed up 
in a cloaths-cheft ; and both flie and James were 
received at Stirling by the governor, before the 
efcape was known. As every thing had been 
managed in concert with Levingfton, he im- 
mediately called together his friends, and lay- 
ing before them the tyrannical behaviour of the 
chancellor, it was refolved to befiege him in the 
caftle of Edinburgh ; the queen promifing to 
open her own granaries for the ufe of the army. 
. The chancellor forcfaw the ftorm that was likely 
to fall upon him, and fought to prevent it by 
applying to the earl of Douglas. That haughty 
nobleman anfwered him in the terms I have 
already mentioned, and that he was preparing 
to exterminate both parties. The fiege of Edin- 
burgh- caftle being formed, the chancellor de- 
manded a parley, and to have a perfonal inter- 
view with the governor ; which the latter, who 

was 
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was tio ftranger to the fcntiments of Douglas, a.d.i4^ 
iTcadily agreed to. The reader can: eafily ima- 
gine the arguments ufed by the chancellor ta 
cSect a reconciliation with his rival. It is fuf- 
ficient to fay, that common danger united them, 
in a common caufe j and the chancellor refign- 
kkg to the other the cuftody of the caftle and 
the kirig^s^ perfofl, tvith the higheft profeffions 
of duty and" loyalty, the two competitors fwore 
zA inviolable friend&ip for each other. Next 
day, the king cemented their union, by con - 
firnfHA^botb o^ tfe^m ift their refpedive charges. 

The fewlefs exMaple or the earl-of D(>uglp civiicou^ 
encouraged the otiier great landhoHeW t-o gra- 
tify theif^ private aaimdfitie^, fometimes at the 
expence ctf their honour as well as theip huma- 
nity. A family-diflference happened hetwedn 
Sir Allatt Stttart of Darniey, and Thomas Boyd 
of Kilmarhoc ; btkt it was concluded that both' 
parties Ihould come to a peaceable agreement 
at Polmaifthornj betweeiri LiiiJitHgowaiid Fal- 
kirk, where Stuart wa^ treacherbUflry niurdered- 
by His enemy. Stuart's death wlis revenged by 
his brother. Sir Alexander Stuart of Beifmouth,. 
who challenged Boyd to a pitched battle, the* 
principals being attended by foUowihgs which 
carried the refemblance of fmall armies. The 
conflid; was fierce and bloody, each party retiring, 
in its turn, and charging with frelh fury ; but 
at laft viftory declared itfelf for Stuart, the 
braveft of Boyd^s; attendants being cut off in 
Vol. III. Aaa the 
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A. D, 1439; the field. About this time, the iflanders, under 
two of their chieftains, Lauchlan Maclean, and 
Murdoc Gibfon, notorious free-booters, in- 
vaded Scotland, and ravaged the province of 
Lenox with fire and fword. They were op-^ 
pofed by John Colquhoun of Lufs, whom they 
murdered, fome fay treacheroufly, and others 
in an engagement at Lochlomond, near Inch- 
martin. After this, the robbers grew more 
outrageous than ever, filling all the neighbour- 
ing country not only with rapine, but mur- 
ders of the aged, infants, and the defencelefs 
of both fexes. At laft, all the labouring hands 
in the kingdom being engaged in domeftic 
broils, none were left for agriculture ; and a 
moft terrible famine enfued, which was attend- 
ed, as ufual, by a peftilence, James was now 
about ten years of age; and the wifeft part of 
the kingdom agreed, that the public diftreffes 
were owing to a total difrefpeft of the royal 
authority. The young earl of Douglas never 
had fewer than a thoufand, and fometimes two 
thoufand, horfe in his train ; fo that none was 
found hardy enough to controul him. He 
pretended to be independent of the king and 
his courts of law ; that he had a power of judi- 
cature upon his own large eftates ; and that he 
was entitled to the exercife of royal power. 
In confequence of this he iffued his orders, 
gave proteftions to thifeves and murderers, 
afieded to brave the king, made knights^ 

and. 
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and, according to fome writer)^, even noblemen, a.d. J44», 
of his own dependents with a power of fitting 
in parliament. 

The queen-mother was not wholly blamelefs Marriage •f 
as to thofe abufes. She had fallen in love with, mother. 
and married, Sir James Stuart, who was com- 
monly called the Black Knight of Lorn, brother 
to the lord of that title, and a defcendent of the 
houfe of Darnley. Her afFeftion for her hufband 
renewed her intrigues in the flate ; and not find- 
ing a ready compliance in the governor, her in- 
tereft inclined towards the party of the Dou- 
glafies. The governor fought to ftrengthen his 
authority by reftoring the exercife of the civil 
power, and the reverence due to the perfon of 
the fovereign. 

On the fecond of Auguft 1440, he called a AparKi- 
paiiiament at Stirling, where the king prefided its ^au 
in perfon. This parliament, after providing, 
as ufual, for the freedom of the church, paiTed • 
afts for holding courts of juft ice, or airs (as 
they are called) on both fides the Forth, and 
in prefence of the king, or in the neighbour- 
hood of Jiis refidence. The introdudion to 
another aft is, " The three eftates have con- 
cluded, that our fovereign lord the king ride 
through all the realm, upon advice of any re* 
bellion, flaughter, burning, robbery, and fo 
forth, in order to punifh tranfgreflbrs, and re- 
drefs injuries." The aft then proceeds to order 
all the barons to aififi: him with their perfons 

A a a 2 and 
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A.D. 1440. and goods, as often as required, by advice 
of his council. I have mentioned this zBl th« 
more particularly, as it has given rife to a ridi- 
culous conteft between the favourers and op- 
pofers of arbitrary power. The latter pretend, 
that the preamble to the aft indicates the par- 
liament to be a paramount power to the king, 
of which, in one fenfe, there can be no doubt, 
as the barons and nobility of Scotland (as i 
have often proved) have always afferted that 
right. The prerogative writers, on the other 
hand, tell us, that this aft difcovers the great 
reverence paid to the perlbn of the king by his 
fubjefts, but without obferving, that it was 
while he was in the execution of the law, to 
which, young as he was, he was bound. Upon 
the whole, this aft is an inconteftible evidence, 
that the laws of Scotland were to be the ftan- 
dard of the king's conduft ; and that in ho- 
nouring the king they did no more than vindi- 
cate the laws, and the dignity of the legiflature. 
Levingfton, who is now defigned lord Callen- 
dar, is, however, accufed of having an eye to 
the eftablifliment of his own power by the per- 
fon and prefence of the king ; but I cannot fee 
with what reafon, as the afts w€re falutary and 
conftitutional. 
Tu .„•.« '1'^^ conduft of the lord Callendar was, in 
dowager and Qthcr Tefpcfts, uot fo dcfenfible, either as to 

her ijufband . 

imprifontd. prudcncc Or policy. Upon the queen expref- 
fing her inclination that her hufband might be 

ad- 
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admitted to fome part of the adminiftration, A.D.i44«r 
the governor threw both him and his brother, 
the lord Lorn, into prifon, on a charge of un- 
dutiful praftices againft the ftate, and abetting 
the earl of Douglas in his enormities. The 
queen, taking fire at her hufband's imprifon- 
ment, was herfelf confined in a mean apartment 
within the caftle of Stirling ; and a convention 
of the ftates was called, to judge in what man« 
ner fee was to be proceeded againft. The cafe 
was unprecedented and tender; nor can I be- 
lieve the governor would have carried matters 
to fuch extremity, had he not had ftrong evi- 
dences of her illegal behaviour. She was even 
obliged to diffemble her refentment, by making 
an open profeffion before the ftates, that fee was 
intirely innocent of her hufl^and's praftices in 
time paft, and that fee would for the future be- ' 
have as a peaceable anddutifulfubjecl to the laws 
and the fovereign. Upon her making this pur- 
gation (as Lindfay calls it) fee was rdeafed, as 
were her hufband and his brother, being bailed 
by the chancellor and the lord Gordon, wha 
became fureties for their good behaviour in the 
penalty of Four thoufand marks. The gover- 
nor is accufed, after this, of many arbitrary 
and partial afts of power ; and indeed if wc 
confider his fituation, and the violence of the 
parties which then divided Scotland, it was 
next to impoffible, confiftently with his own 

fafety. 
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A.D. 1440. fafety, to have exerted the virtues cither of pa* 

triotifm or moderation. 
Thekiof: The chancellor was inwardly vexed at the 
Jiiriii^'*''" fmall regard which the governor paid to his 
perfon and dignity, and fecretly connefted 
himiielf with the queen-mother; but, in the 
mean time, he remained at Edinburgh. The 
king and his mother continued all this time at 
Stirling, where the governor, on pretence of 
confulting the public fafety, and that of the 
king's perfon, maintained a ftrong guard, part 
of which attended James in his juvenile cxer- 
cifes and diverfions. The queen-mother did 
not fail to reprefent this to her fon as a re* 
ftraint upon his liberty ; and obtained his con- 
fent to put himfelf into the chancellor's hands. 
The latter, who was a man of aftivity and 
courage, knew well how to avail himfelf of 
this permiffion ; and croffing the Forth in the 
dark with a ftrong body of horfe, they fur* 
rounded the king as he was hunting next morn* 
ing by break of day. It was eafy to perceive, 
from the behaviour of James, that he was no 
ftranger to the chancellor's attempt ; but fome 
of the king's guard offering to difpute the 
poffeflion of his perfon. Sir William Leving- 
fton, the governor's eldeft fon, nobly reftrained 
them, and fuffered the king to depart quietly^. 
This furprifal happened on a day when the go* 
veraor was abfent from Stirling ; and the chan* 

cellor. 
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cellor, to make fure of his royal acquifition, a, d. 1440 
entered Edinburgh at the head of four thou- 
fand horfe, where the king and he were re- 
ceived by the citizens with loud acclamations 
of joy. 

It is doing no more than juftice to the me- J^^**/**" 
mory of the governor when I fay, that at this CaUcndar. 
time he ifted the part of a wile man, and an 
excellent patriot. Inflead of feeking to revenge 
himfelf, or of having recourfe to the earl of 
Douglas, he betrayed no emotion or concern 
at what had happened, but followed the dic- 
tates of plain fenfe; for he oflFered the chan- 
cellor his friendfliip by the mediation of Henry 
Leighton, bifhop of Aberdeen, and John Innes, 
bifhop of Murray, two venerable prelates, who 
happened to be then at Edinburgh. The fame 
principle that had aftuated the governor to 
make the offer, prevailed with the chancellor 
to agree to it ; and the former magnanimoufly 
came to Edinburgh as a priyate nobleman, 
with very few attendants; and every thing 
having been previoufly fettled by the two pre- 
lates, he had an interview with his rival in St. 
Giles's church, where all differences between 
them were terminated in an amicable manner. 
It was agreed, that the cuftody of the king's 
perfon Ihould remain with the chancellor, and 
that the adminiftration of the government 
fliould be continued with the lord Callendar; 
^nd, in cafe of any difficulties being flarted, 

that 
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A. D. 1440. that they ihoylci be referred to a friendly arbx<« 

tration. 
^^^^ The young lord Douglas continued to bra:ve 

thrcarf of ^^'^ parties. As if he had been a foverdgi) 
^^^h prince, he demanded by his ambaffadors, Mal^ 
colm Fleming of Cumbernauld^ and Allan 
Lawder, the inveftiture of the fbvcreignty of 
Touraine from Charles the feventh of France ; 
which being readily granted hitft, ferved to en- 
creafe his pride and infolence. I'he firft fruit 
of the accommodation between the two great 
officers of flate, was the holding a padiament 
at Edinburgh, for redreffing the public difor^ 
ders occafioned by the carl of Douglas ; and 
encouragement was given for all perfbtta wha 
had been injured to make their complaints. 
The numbers which on that occ^fkm reforted 
to Edinburgh were incredibfe* ; parcnt^^ chil- 
dren, and women calling out for vengeance* 
for the murders of their relations, or the plun- 
der of their eftates y till, by the muhipKeity of 
their complaints, they became without remedy, 
none being found bold enough to encounter 
the earl of Douglas, or to endeavour to bring 
him to a fair trial. The parties therefore were 
difmiffed without relief, and it was refolved to 
proceed with the haughty earl in a diflfi^rent 
manner. Letters were written to -him by the 
governor and chancellor, and in the name of 
the ftates, requefting him to appear with his 
friends in parliament, and to take that lead in 

public 
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jpublic aflfairs, to which they were entitled by 
their high rank and great poffeffions. The man- 
ner ia which thofe letters were penned, made 
the thjoughtlefs earl confider them as i tribute 
due to his greatnefs, and as proceeding from 
the inability of the government to continue the 
adminiftration of public aflfairs without his 
countenance and diredion. Without dreaming 
that any man in Scotland would be fo bold as 
to attack him, even fingle or unarmed, he an- 
fwered the letters of the chancellor and gover- 
nor, by ^fliiiring them, that he intended to £et 
out for Edinburgh ; and the chancellor, on pre- 
tence of doing him hoijour, but in reality to 
quiet his fufpicions, met him while he was on 
his journey, and inviting him to his cafl;le of 
Crichton, he there entertained him for fome 
days with the greateft magnificence and appear- 
ance of hofpitality. 

It was eafy for a ftatefman, well verfed in all 
the arts of diffimulation,.to over-reach a young 
nobleman, intoxicated with pride and felf-con- 
ceit. The earl of Douglas believed all the 
chancellor's profeffions of friendfhip, and even 
fliarply checked the wifeft of his followers, 
who counfelled him not to depend too much 
on appearances, or to truft his brother and 
himfelf, at the fame time, in any place where 
the chancellor had power. The latter had not 
only removed the earFs fufpicion, but had 
'. Vol. III. Bbb made 
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A.O.X440. made him a kind of convert to patriotifni^ hy 
painting to him the miferies of his country, 
and the glory that mud redound to him and 
his friends in removing them. It was in vain 
for his attendants to remind him of his father's 
maxim, never to ri(k himfelf and his brother 
at the fame time; for, without hefitation, he 
attended the chancellor to Edinburgh, and 
being admitted into the caftle, they dined at 
the fame table with the king. Towards the 
end of the entertainment, a bull's head, the 
certain prelude of immediate death, was ferved 
up. The earl and his brother darted to their 
feet, and endeavoured to make their efcape; 
but armed men rufliing in, overpowered them, 
and tying their hands, and thofc of Sir Mal- 
colm Fleming, with cords, they were carried 
to the hill and beheaded. The young king 
endeavoured with tears to procure their par* 
don, for which he was feverely checked by bis 
unrelenting chancellor. I Ihall not here either 
aggravate or extenuate this horrid fad, which 
has fo many parallels in the hiftories of other 
countries, that it may be confidered as a Tin* 
dication of the Scots, by its making fo remark- 
able a figure in their annals. Even the writers 
who have Tjcen the moft fevere on the memory 
of the chancellor on this occafion admit, that 
the earl of Douglas was too great for public 
jufticc. Abercromby pretends, that fame f^rm 

of 



OF SCOTLAND. 37^ 

of xtriiilwas held before the exe€uCk>»s ; but a.d.i44i^ 
that,, if tcue^ would only add to the horror of 
thie f aft. 

I am firongly indined to believe, that the cwiior. 
deaths of the earl o£ Dougptas alKl his* brotheir 
were planiiied and executed by the chancellor^ 
without the participatioa ©f the governor. It 
i» certain, that the latter purged himfelf by 
oath of having* any hand in the death of Sir 
Makolm Fleming,, whofc fon inherited his ho* 
Hours and eftate ; but, at the fame time, that 
he exprefied no refentment or diflFerence with 
the chancellor about what had happened. As 
to the family of Douglas, both the young no* 
btemen dying unmarried, the eftate and ho^ 
nours devolved uptJtt their uncle, James eaii 
o4 Abercom, who had married Beatrix, the 
daughter of Archibald duke of Albany, regertt 
of Scotland. This nobleman probably difap« 
proved of the behaviour of his nephews ; for 
we are told, that after their deaths, which hap- 
pened on the twenty-eighth of November, 
Scotland was reftored to tranquility for almoft 
two years, an<l the new earl of Douglas, who 
was furnamed the Grofs, was made fole guar- 
dian of the marches; fo that the year 1442 
paiTed quietly oven Upon the death of the 
Grofs earl of Douglas, he was fueceeded by his^ t443« 
eMeft fa% William, an Tmbitious^ turbident, 
nobleman. The earl of Douglas who had fuf- 
fered at the caftle of Edinburgh, left a fitter, 

B b b 2 who 
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A.D. 1443. who by his death was entitled to a vaft family* 
eftate, and was commonly called the Fair Maid 
of Galloway. The young earl, defirous to get 
poffeffion qf her perfon and eftates, had ap- 
plied (others fay his father had) for a dilpen- 
fation from the pope for their marriage. This 
was oppofed by the earl of Angus, Sir James 
Douglas of Dalkeith, and the other branches 
of that great family ; but the impetuous earl 
found means to confummate the marriage, 
even on a Good Friday, and thereby re-united 
the great poffeflions of the family ; though we 
are told, that the king prohibited the match, 
as the lady was a ward of the crown. This 
proceeding, though it is far from deferving 
the epithets bellowed upon it by Abercromby, 
and the other hiftorians of his principles, ren- 
dered the earl fo unpopular, that he had re- 
courfe to the arts which had been fo much 
condemned in his predeceffcrs, for fupporting 
himfelf. He was not only attended by an army 
of followers, but put himfelf at 'the head of 
all the robbers and banditti in the kingdom. 
One John Gormac, an Athol man, and a def- 
perate out-law, prefuming upon the earPs pa- 
tronage, was fo audacious as to attempt to 
refcue a thief from Sir William Ruthven, the 
fherifF of Perthfhire, who encountering him 
bravely, flew him, and thirty of his foUowerSj^ 
on Midfummer this year. 
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By this time the king, being fourteen years a.d.i443* 
of age, declared himfelf out of the flate of mi- ofageT*^ 
nbrity, and took the adminiftration of affairs 
info his own hands. By what can be gathere4 
from his hiftory, the young prince difcovered 
a fpirit and refolution that was furprifing at his 
years. He had appointed one Robert Sempil of 
Fulwood to be chief governor of the caftle of 
Dumbarton ; but he was killed by one Galbra- 
eth, (a noted partizan of the earl of Douglas) 
who feized upon the government of the caftle. 
The popularity of the earl of Douglas having 
fomcwhat fubfided, and finding himfelf not fup- 
ported by the chief branches of his family, he 
began to think now that the king was grown 
up, his fafeft courfe would be to return to his 
duty. He accordingly repaired to the king at 
Sterling, and voluntarily throwing himfelf at 
his majefty's feet, implored his pardon for all 
his tranfgreffions, and folemnly promifed, that 
he would ever after fet a pattern of duty and 
loyalty to all the reft of his fubjeds. The king, 
Ending that he infifted on no terms but that of 
pardon, and that he had unconditionally put 
himfelf into his power, not only granted his 
requeft, but made him the partner of his inmoft 
councils. 

James had always difliked the murder of the New aas of 
earl of Douglas and his brother ; and the chan- '«^""P^»«n' 
cellor, perceiving the afcendency which this earl 
was daily gaining at court, thought it high 

time 
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A.D. 144-1- time to provide for his own fafety. He there- 
fore reiigned the great feal, and retired to the 
callle of Edinburgh, the cuftody of which he 
pretended had been granted to him by the late 
king during his life, or till the prefent king 
ihould be at the age of one^and-twenty, and 
prepared it for a fiege. The lord Callendarj 
who knew himfelf equally Obnoxious as Crich* 
ton was, to the earl of Douglas, and that he 
could not maintain his footing by himfelf, re- 
signed likewife all his pofts, and retired to one 
of his own houfes, but kept pofleffion of the caf- 
tle of Stiriing. As both that and the caftle of 
Edinburgh were royal forts, the two lords were 
fummoned to furrender them ; but, inftead of 
• that, they juftified their conduft by the great 
power of their enemies, who fotrght their deftnic^ 
tion, and who had been fo lately at the head of 
robbers and out-laws, but promifed to furrender 
themfelres to the king, as foon as he was of law* 
fdk age (meaning, I fuppofe, either eighteen ot 
twenty-one). This anfwer beiiag deemed contu- 
maciousv the chancellor and the late governor, 
with his two fons. Sir Alexander and Sir Jamel 
Levmgfton, were proclaimed traitors in a parlia* 
ment which was fummoned on purpofe, to be 
held at Stirling. In another parliament held at 
Perth the fame year, an act paflfed, that all the 
kmds and goods which had belonged to the late 
ting fhould be poffeffedby the prefent king, to 
the time of hi& lawful age, which is not fpeci« 

fied* 
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fiecL This lA was levelled againft the late go* a.&4Z44|« 
vcrnor and chancellor, who were accnfed of 
having alienated to their own ufes, or thofe of 
>heir friends, a great part of the royal effeds and 
jewels ; and their cftates being confifcated, the. 
execution of the fentence was committed to 
John Forrefter of Corftorphin, and other adhc* 
rents of the earl of Douglas. 

This fentence threw all the nation into z ^^Mk 
flame. The cafile of Crichton was befieged and ' ^ 
fiirrendered upon the king^s fummons and the 
difplay of the royal banner, and the caftle itfelf 
was levelled with the ground. It foon appeared, 
that the governor and chancellor, the latter 
efpecially, had many friends, and in particular 
Kennedy bifliop of St. Andrew's, tiephew to 
James the firft, who took their parts from the 
dread and hatred they bore to the earl of Dou* 
glas and his family. Crichton thus foon found 
himfelf at the head of a body of men ; and while 
Forrefter was carrying fire and fword into his 
eftates, and thofe of the late governor, his own 
lands and thofe of the Douglaffes were over-run, 
Corftorphin, Abcrcorn, Blacknefs, and other 
places, were plundered; and Crichton carried 
off from them more booty than he and his ad- 
herents had loft. Particular mention is made 
of a fine breed of mares which Douglas had loft 
on this occafion. That nobleman was fo much 
exafperated by the great damages he had fuftaia* 
.ed, that he engaged his friends, the earl of Craw* 

ford 
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A. D. 1443* ford and Alexander Ogilvy of Jnnerquharity^ 
to lay wafte the lands of the bifliop of St. An-* 
drew's, whom he confidered as the chief fupport 
of the two minifters. This prelate was not 
more confiderable by his high birth, than he 
was venerable by his virtue and fanftity, and 
had, from a principle of confcience, oppofed 
the earl of Douglas and his party. Being con- 
fcious he had done nothing that was illegal, he 
firft admoniflied the earl of Crawford and his co- 
adjutor to defift from deftroying his lands ; but 
finding his admonitions inefFeftual, he laid the 
earl under an excommunication. 

That nobleman was almoft as formidable in 

ABgM.. the northern, as the earl of Douglas had been 
in the fouthern, parts of Scotland. The Bene- 
dictine monks of Aberbrothwic, who were pof- 
fefled of great property, had chofen Alexander 
Lindfay, his eldeft fon, to be the judge or bailiflF 
of their temporalities ; as they themfelves, by 
their profeffion, could not fit in civil or crimi- 
nal courts. Lindfay proved fo chargeable, by 
the great number of his attendants, and his 
high manner of living, to the monks, that their 
chapter removed him from his poll, and fubfti- 
tuted in his place Alexander Ogilvy of Inner- 
quharity, guardian to his nephew, John Ogilvy 
of Airley, who had an hereditary claim upon 
the bailiwic. This, notwithftanding their for- 
mer intimacy, created an irreconcileable dif- 
ference between the two families. Each com- 
petitor 
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petitor ilrengthened himfelf, by calling in the ^^Jj^'l^^ 
afSftanqe of his friends : and the lord Gordon ^^^f- . 

broth wic, 

taking. part with the Qgilyies, to whom he was 
then paying a vifit, both parties muftered their 
forces in the neighbourhood of Aberbrothwic. 
The earl of Crawford> who was then at Dundee, 
polled from thence tp Aberbrothwic, and pla- ' 
cing himfelf between the two armies, he de- 
manded to fpeak with Ogilvy ; but) before his 
requeft could be grafted, he was killed by a »445i 
common foldier, who was ignorant of hi$ qua* 
lity. His death exafperated his friends, who 
immediately . ruflied on their enemies ; and a 
bloody conflict enfued, which ended to the ad- 
vantage of the Lindfays, that is, the fearl of 
Crawford's party. On that of the Ogilvies 
were killed, Sir John Oliphant of Aberdagy, 
John Forbes of Pitfligo, Alexander Barclay of 
Gartly, Robert Maxwel of Teling, Duncan 
Campbel of Campbelfether, William Gordon 
of Burrowfield, and others. With thofe geur 
tlem^in, about five hundred of their followers 
are faid to have fallen ; but fome accounts di- 
miniih that number. Innerquharity himfelf, in 
flying, was taken prifoner, and carried to the 
earl of Crawford's houfe at Finhaven, where 
he died of his wounds ; but the lord Gordon 
(or, as others call him, the earl of Huntley) ef- 
caped by the fwif tnefs of his horfe. 

This battle feems to have let loofe the fury redonbics 
of civil difcord all over the kingdom. No re- of the 
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A. D. 1445. gard was paid to magiftracy, and no refpeft 
had to any coiifideration but to clergy. The 
moft numerous, fierceft, and beft-allied family 
wreaked its vengeance on its foes, either by 
force or treachery; and the enmity that ac- 

« 

tuated the parties, drowned in them every fen- 
timent of honour, and every feeling of huma- 
nity. The Lindfays, fecretly ftrengthened and 
abetted by the earl of Douglas, made no other 
ufe of their viftory, than carrying fire and 
fword through the eftates of their enemies ; and 
thus all the North of Scotland prefented fcenes 
of murder and devaftation. Towards the Weft, 
Robert Boyd of Duchal, governor of Dumbar- 
ton, bafely furprifed Sir James Stuart of Auch- 
mynto, and treated his wife with fuch inhu- 
manity, that flie expired in three days, under 
her confinement in Dumbarton-caftle. The caf- 
tle of Dunbar was taken by Patric Hepburn of 
Hales. Alexander Dunbar difpofleffed the lat- 
ter of his caftle of Hales ; but it was retaken by 
the partizans of the earl of Douglas, whofe 
tenants, particularly thofe of Annandale, are 
faid to have behaved at that time with pecu- 
,44s, liar fiercenefs and cruelty. At laft, the gen- 
tlemen of the country, who were unconnefted 
with thofe robbers and murderers, which hap- 
pened to be the cafe with many, Ihut them- 
felves up in their feveral houfes, each of which, 
in thofe days, was a petty fortrefs, which they 
victualled, and provided in the beft manner 

they 
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they could for their own defence. This wife ^* ^« »44^- 
refolution feems to have been the firft meafure 
that compofed the public commotions. 

The earl of Douglas, wh6fe power and in- ^^ •' 
fluence at court ftill continued, was fenfible mother, 
that the clergy, with the wifer and more difin- 
terefted part of the kingdom, confidered him 
as the fource of the dreadful calamities which 
the nation fufFered ; and that James himfclf, . 
when better informed, would be of the fame 
opinion. He therefore fought to avail himfelf 
of the junfture, by forming fecret but ftrong 
connexions with the earls of Crawford, Rofs, 
and other great noblemen, who wanted to fee 
their feudal powers reftored to their full vi- 
gour. The queen-dowager and her hufband 
made little or no figure during this time of 
public confufion; and flie had retired to the 
caftle of Dunbar, while it was in Hepburn's 
poiTeflion, where flie died foon after. She left 
by her fecond hufband three fons ; John, who 
in 1455 was made earl of Athol, by his uterine 
brother, the king ; James, who under the next 
reign, in 1469, was created earl of Buchan ; 
and Andrew, who afterwards became biihop of 
Murray. As the earl of IJouglas was an enemy 
to the queen-dowager's huiband, the latter re- 
tired to England, where he obtained a pafs to^ 
go abroad, with twenty in his train ; but being 
taken at fea by the Flemiih pirates, he died in 
his confinement. 

Ccc2 The 
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A. D. 144^' The great point between the king aiid Sif 
infliftcdcn William Crich ton, whether tht latter fhould 
dar firoiiy. givc up the caftle to his nfiajefty, remaihed ftill 
undecided ; and by the advice and direction of 
the earl of Douglas, who had been created lord- 
lieutenant of the kingdom, it had now fufiered 
a nine months fiege. Either the ftrength of 
the caftle, or an opinion entertained by Dou- 
glas, that Crichton would be a valuable acqui- 
fition to his party, procured better terms fof 
the latter than he could otherwife have expeft- 
ed ; for he and his followers were offered a full 
indemnity for all paft offences, and a promife 
was made that he fliould be reftored not only 
to the king's favour, but to his former poft of 
chancellor. He accepted of the conditions, 
but refufed to aft in any public capacity till 
they were confirmed by a parliament, which 
was foon after held at Perth, and in which he 
was reftored to his eftate and honours. By this 
reconciliation between Douglas and Crichton, 
the former was left at full liberty to profecute 
his vengeance againft the lord Callendar, the 
late governor, his friends and family. Their 
fate was defervcdly thought hard. The go- 
vernor himfelf. Sir James Dundas of Dundas, 
and Sir Robert Bruce of Clackmannan, were 
forced 1 6 fave their lives by the lofs of their 
eftates ; but even that could not procure them 
their liberty, for they were fent prifoners to 
the caftle of Dumbarton. The fate of Alexan-. 

der. 
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tier, the governor's eldeft fon, and of two other a, d. 1447. 
gentlemen of his name and family, was ftill 
more lamentable, for they were condemned to 
lofe their heads. Thofe feverities being in- 
flided after the king had in a manner re-ad- 
mitted the fuflferfers into his favour, fwelled th^ 
public outcry againft the earl of Douglas. We 
have in Lindfay an extract of the fpeech which 
Alexander Levingfton, one of the moft accom- 
pliflied gentlemen of his time, made upon the 
fcaflFold, in which he complained, with great 
bitternefs, of the cruel treatment his father^ 
himfelf, and Jiis friends had undergone ; and 
that he fufFered by * a packed jury of his ene* 
mies. 

The king was now about eighteen years of Treaty of 
age, and it was thought proper that he fliould Jbrthc^* 
have a wife. His fifter, the dauphinefs of ^n"emb5ry 
France, whofe virtue, learning, and piety, the ^° ^'*""' 
authors of that nation extol, was now dead ; 
and, in cafe of the king's demife, the conteft 
about the fucceffion muft have been very 
Woody. This was fo evident, that the earl of 
Douglas himfelf fell in with the general defire, 
that a fui table match fliould be provided for 
James ; and the chancellor, Crichton, was placed 
at the head of the negociation. It was thought 
proper that the court of France fliould be pre- 
vioufly confulted in this important affair ; and 
a commiffion was granted at Stirling, on the 
iixth of May 1448, nominating Sir William 

Crichton, 
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A.D.144S. Crichton, chancellor of Scotland, John bifliop 
of Dunkeld, and Mr. Nicholas Otterbum, ca- 
non of Glafgow, and official of St. Andrew's, 
ambafiadors for James, empowering them to 
renew the old league with th^ moft illuftrious 
Charles, his dear brother, and loving confede* 
rate, king of France. The commiffioners were, 
at the fame time, to look out for a proper 
match for their mafter in that kingdom, in or- 
der to prevent the intrigues which the court 
of England were forming to interrupt the good 
underftanding between the two nations. To 
underftand this laft expreflion we arc to ob- 
ferve, that the kings of France and England 
had, about this time, appointed an interview 
at Louvieres, to confult of a general peace, in 
which the Scots were apprehenfive their inte- 
reft would be neglected. Upon the arrival of 
the commiffioners at Tours, where Charles 
kept his court, he appointed Theobald bifhop 
of Meilleraie,. the Sieur de Pretigni, and Mr. 
William Coulinot, his counfellors (as they arc 
called in the record) to treat with them. To- 
wards the end of December the ratifications 
of former treaties between the two nations, 
particularly that concluded between Charles the 
Fair and Robert Bruce, were agreed on, but 
with the following explanation : ** That in cafe 
AW. either of the two fliould make a truce with 
'"^ ^* England, the other fliould be exprefly com- 
prifed in it, and advertifed of it within nine 

months ; 
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mionths^ who if he was willing to go into the a.d«i44I. 

fame itteafures, the king of England was to be 

told fo much, to prevent farther hoftilities ; but 

that if he rather inclined to profecute the war, 

yet the league between Scotland and France 

was in all other refpefts to remain inviolable." 

A proper match for the king came next un- Jaiii«it 
der deliberation ; and none being found of the to M^ryrf 
blood-royal of France, Charles recommended °"*^*^ 
to the ambaffadors Mary, the daughter of Ar- 
nold duke of Gueldres, by Catharine duchels 
of Cleve, daughter to John duke of Burgundy. 
This match was unexceptionable in point of al- 
liance and family, and the ambafladors met 
with no difficulties in their negociation ; but the 
marriage was not confummated till fome time 
after. The renewal of the peace with France, 
and the compliment paid to that king in chuf- 
ing a wife for James, exafperated the court of 
England, which, though fplit into fadions at 
home, and overwhelmed by misfortunes abroad, 
refolved upon beginning hoftilities with the 
Scots, whofe hiftorians fay, that the truce be- 
tween the two nations was not then expired. 
The greatnefs of the earl of Douglas in France 
as well as in Scotland, and his unpopularity, 
might have encouraged the Englifli to hope for 
a civil war in Scotland, provided the party 
againft the earl of Douglas had a profped of 
being fupported. Whatever might be in this, 
we know that hoftilities immediately com- 
menced 



384 THEHISTORY 

A.D. 144S. menced upon the renewal of the league betweea 
Scotland and France. The carls of Salifburjr 
and Northumberland entered Scotl2Uid at the 
head of two feparate bodies. The former 
burnt the town of Dumfries, as the latter did 
that of Dunbar, while Sir John Douglas of 
Balveny made reprifals by plundering the coun- 
ty of Cumberland, and burning Alnwic. Upon 
the return of the Englilh armies to their own 
country, additional levies were made, and a 
frelh invafion of Scotland was refolved upon 
under the earl of Northumberland, who had 
tinder him a lieutenant, whdm the Scbts of 
thofe days, from the bufhinefs and colour of 
his beard, called Magnus with the Red Mane: 
He was a foldier of fortune, but an excellent 
officer, having been trained in the French wars ; 
and he is faid to have demanded no other r&r 
compence for his fervices from the Englifh 
court, but that he fliould enjoy all he could 
conquer in Scotland. The Scots, in the mean 
time, had raifed an army commanded by George 
Douglas earl of Ormond, and under him by 
Wallace of Craigie, with the lords Maxwell and 
Johnfton. The Englifli having paffed Solway 
JVith, ravaged all that part of the country 
which belonged to the Scots j but hearing that 
the earl of Oimond's army was approaching, 
called in their parties, and took up a camp on 
the banks of the river Sark. Their advanced 
guard was commanded by Magnus, their cen- 
ter 
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tcr by the earl of Northumberland, and the 
rear, which Was compofed of Welch, by Sir 
John Pennington, ah officer of courage and ex- 
perience. 

The Scots drew up in thjrce divifions likewife. 
Their right wing was commanded by Wallace, 
their center by the earl of Ormond, and their ^ 
left wing by the lords Maxwell and Johnfton. 
Before the battle joined, the earl of Ormond 
harangued his men, and infpired them with 
very high refentment at the treachery of the 
Englifli, who, he faid, had broken the truce. 
The fignal for battle being given, the Scots un- 
der Wallace rufhed forward upon their enemies ; 
but, as ufual, were received by fo terrible a 
difcharge from the Englifli archers, that their 
impetuofity muft have been flopped, had not 
their brave leader, AV'allace, put thena in mind; 
that their forefathers had always been defeated 
in diftant fights by the Englifli, and that they 
ought to truft to their fwords and fpears ; com- 
manding them, at the fame time, to follow his 
example. They obeyed, and broke in upon the 
divifion commanded by Magnus with fuch fu- 
ry, as foon fixed the fortune of the day on the 
fide of the Scots, their valour being fuitably fe- 
conded by their other two divifions. The 
flaughter (which was the more confiderable, 
as both parties fought with the utmoft animo- 
fity) fell chiefly upon the divifion commanded by 
Magnus, who was killed, performing the part 
Vol. HI. Ddd of 
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A.D.i44^. of a brave officer ; and all bis body-guard, con- 
iifting of picked ibldiers, wqrq cut in pieces* 
The battle then became general; Sir John Pen^ 
nington's divifion, with that under the earl of 
Northumberland, was likewife routed ; and the 
whole Englifli army, ftruck by the lofs of their 
champion, fled towards the Solway, where then* 
ver being fwelled by the tide, numbers of them 
were drowned. The lofs of the Englifli in flain 
amounted to at leaft three thoufand men. 
Among the prifoners were Sir John Pennington, 
Sir Robert Harrington, and the earl of Nor- 
thumberland's eldeft fon, the lord Piercy, who 
lofl: his own liberty in forwarding his father's 
efcape. Of the Scots about fix hundred were 
killed, but none of note, excepting the brave 
Wallace, who died three months after, of 
the wounds he had received in the battle of 
Sark. The booty that was made on this occa- 
fion is faid to have been greater than any that 
had fallen to the Scots fince the battle of Baa- 
nockburn. 
Great power There is great reafon to believe, that the 
rL***!a(r 8 Douglafles magnified the report of this viftory, 
^irho gained to fwcU their importance at the French court. 
The authors of that nation, father Daniel par- 
rticularly, fpeak of two battles gained at this 
time by the Scots over the Englifli, who, they 
fay, left four- and- twenty thoufand men dead 
on the field ; but this exaggeration is ridiculous, 
though it is very poffiblc that the fadion might 

magnify 
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magnify every little fldrmifli gained, into a bat* Ai p. M4^h 
tic* The duke of Brittany, who was married 
to a fitter of James, and the fworn raemy of 
the Englifh nation, had been comprehended aft 
o&e of the allies of Charles, in the laft truct 
made between the French and the Eaglilh ; but 
his cafile of Fougeres had, in defiance of tht 
truce, been taken, plundered, and garrifoned 
by one Surrienne, a Spanilh officer of rank in . 
the Englifh fervice^ The duke complained to 
the Englifii government of this breach of tht 
truce, and of his fubjefts being plundered of fix- 
teen hundred thoufand crowns, bu,t without 
effe£i:; upon which, the war between thfc 
French and Englilh was renewed with greater 
fury than ever; but fo much to the advantage 
of the former, that in the year 1449, tiw En^ 14^. 
li& were in danger of being driven entirely out 
of France. The Englifii, perceiving how iH 
they had fucceeded by their late invafion^ now 
expreffed themfelves willing to come to an ao 
comifnodation with the Scots, as they had no 
iiQpes of that kind from France* The earl of 
Douglas and his brother, the earl of Ormond, 
with the reft of that family, were then in the 
fummit of their power. After the battle of 
Sark, the king invited them to a noble etitet- 
tainment, and complimietfted thdm highly up* 
on the vidory they had obtained ; but he infi- 
jiuated, at the iame time, that the country 
was opprcifed by robbers ; and that they could 

D d d 2 not 
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A. D. 1449. not employ their power better than by reftoring 
the internal peace of the kingdom. This they 
faithfully promifed ; and departing fuddenly to 
their own eftates, the country for fome time re- 
fumed its tranquillity. James took that oppor* 
tunity to fignify his defire to fee his bride, and 
to conclude a truce \yith England, that might 
procure her a fafe paffage to his dominions, 
A treaty of As the Euglifti wcrc then entirely pacific 
Sgu^!^ -with regard to Scotland, on the tenth of May 
this year a commiflion was iffued to Alexander 
lord Montgomery, Mr. John Methven, doctor 
of the decretals, or canon-law ; Patric Cock- 
burn of Newbigging, provoft of the town, and 
governor of the cattle, of Edinburgh ; and Mr. 
Patric Young, for renewing the truce, which 
they did from the tenth of Auguft to the twen- 
tieth of September following. The Douglaffes, 
-to give a new inftance of their moderation, 
had agreed, that the lord Callendar fhould be 
releafed from his imprifonment, and created 
grand jufticiary of Scotland. Upon the expi- 
ration of the fhort truce, a new commiflion 
was ifliied, which, befides the former commif- 
fioners, comprehended John bifhop of Dunkeld, 
grand treafurer, Andrew abbot of Melros, and 
Alexander Levingfton of Callendar, grand juf- 
ticiary of Scotland, together with the lord Ha- 
milton. Di^culties arifing upon their meeting 
with the Englifli plenipotentiaries at Durham, 
all that could be done was to prolong the truce 

tiU 
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till the nineteenth of November, After this, A.b.14. 
another meeting was held at the fame place j 
the commiffioners for Scotland being the wor- 
ihipful and religious father, Andrew abbot of 
Melros, the noble lord and. baron, Andrew 
Gray, Mr. John Methven, doftor of the ca- 
non-law, mafter of the rolls and regifter, and 
Thomas Cranfton, Efq. They for England 
were Robert bijQiop of Durham, John vifcount 
Beaumont, conftable of Engird, Sir Thomas 
Stanley, comptroller of the king's houlhold, 
and Mr. Richard Andrew, fecretary of fiate, 
and doctor of law. Thofe commiffioners met 
on the fifteenth of November, when they came 
to the following very Angular agreement: 
" That no precife time for the duration of the ^J*^tJ 
truce on either fide fliould be fixed upon, but 
that a truce fliould aftually take place ; and if 
either king had a mind to recommence hofti- 
lities, he was to give the other a previous warn- 
ing of an hundred and eighty days." 

The confervators of this agreement, on the 
.part of England, were the dukes of Bucking- 
ham, Norfolk, and SuflFolk; the earls of Sa- 
rum, Northumberland, and Oxford j the vif- 
counts of Beaumont and Clifford; the lord 
baron of Grayftoc, and others. They for Scot- 
land were the earls of Douglas, Angus,^ Rofs, 
Murray, and Crawford ; the barons* of Crich- 
ton, Sinclair, Somerwel, Maxwel, Montgomery, 
Qray, Hepburn of Hales, and James Crichton j 

the 
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A. D. 1449. the fherifFs of Angus and Fife; Simon Clen- 
duning, Archibald Douglas, Williana Cranfton, 
Walter Scot, Robert Crichton, Alexander Home, 
David Home, and Alexander Ramfay, knights ; 
James Rutherford, Nicholas Rutherford, Tho* 
mks Cranfton, William Karlehill, William Dou- 
glas, Adam Johnfton, and William Lauder, 
Some other particulars occurred in this treaty, 
Richard Andrew, a fecretary to the king of 
England, made ufe of the empty precaution 
of protefting, that the treaty ihould be of no 
prejudice to his mafter's churn of fuperiority 
over Scotland. On the other hand, Mr. John 
Methven, as lord-regifter of Scotland, pro- 
mifed by inftrument, that the garrifons and 
inhabitants of Roxburgh and Berwic Ihotdd 
meet with no mdeftation during the truce, and 
have the full enjoyment of the contiguous 
lands. It was likewife provided by both par- 
ties, that the debateable lands on the borders 
fliould be peaceaWy poffeffed by both parties^ 
without any prejudice accruing to the rights 
of either. This treaty was ratified by the 
king of England on the twentieth of April 
1 450, and by James on the ninth of June thctc-^ 
• after. 
jtmet ex- It is Uncertain whether the fubfequent part 
Ih^vTu' ** of James's adminiftration was dictated by his 
^*^"* ' own genius, or by a new fet of favourites j 
but we know that the intereft of the Dou- 
glaffes, about this time, fenfibiy declined at 

his 
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his court. Frefli complaints were multiplied; a.d. i45o« 
of the encreafe of robberies, and the protedion 
that thieves met with from Douglajs and hi$ 
friends. One of the latter^ James Auchiul^c, 
who is likewife faid tQ have been his neajr kinf- 
man, had quarrelled with Sir Richard Colvil 
of Ochiltric, who complained , of the other's 
oppreffions; and Auchinlec, in the courfc of 
the difpute, was killed. The earl, inftead of 
letting the law have its couxfe, immediately 
aflfembled a ftrong party of his friends, be- 
fiegcd and took the caftle of Ochiltrie, put ♦ 
Colvil, and all within it, to the fword, except- 
ing thofe who were unable to bear arms. This 
barbarity was aggravated by the readinefe with 
which it was executed j for the earl, hearing of 
his friend's death, fwgre that he would neither 
eat, drink, nor fleep, till he had revenged it 
Even the beft of his friends did not attempt to 
juftify his conduct ; and James faw plainly, that 
Douglas had more power than he himfelf had 
in his own kingdom. Upon the conclufioa 

^A Maps Aff A ■ ^%J^i 

q£ the late truce, the royal bride had landed in thequccnm' 
Scotland, with a magnificent train of princes^ *"*" ^ 
prelates, and noblemen, particularly the hi- 
ihops of Liege and Cambray, the princes of 
Raveftein, Vere, and Bergen, the earl of Nafr 
fiiu, and others. The ceremony of the mar- 
riage, which was performed at Holyrood-houfc 
in July this year, was very pompous. The 
carl of Douglas now faw his intereft gone with 

the 
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ii.D.i45a. the king, and refigning his lieutenantcy, he 
had retired to his own eftates. His natural 
vanity and prefumption being fiipported by an 
immenfe revenue, and a following more befit- 
ting a fovereign than a fubjeft, he formed the re- 
fblution of difplaying his pomp and power on 
the continent, which was filled with the fame 
of his anceftors, and of making a tour to Rome 
itfelf. This meafure might have been not only 
proper but laudable, had it been undertaken 
upon right principles, or had the earl's con- 
duct been irreproachable j but he meant it as a 
defiance to his fovereign, whom he now left 
in the hands of his young bride, and his old 
enemies, Crichton and Callendar. By the de- 
fcription we have of his attendants and equi- 
pages, they were truly magnificent. Lindfay 
fays, that he was attended by the knights 
and lords of Hamilton, Graham, Saltoun, Sea- 
ton, and Oliphant, with many other knights 
and gentlemen. Landing in Flanders, he pafied 
to France, and there vifited Charles the fe- 
venth, who received him with that fplen- 
dor and refpeft that was due from the crown 
of France to the family of Douglas ; and from 

Poagias thence he went to Rome, about the tinie of the 

goes to ' 

Ramc. Jubilee. 

Aftsof He had left the lord Ormond the admini- 

nliiiThrm. ftrator of all his affairs in Scotland ; but James, 
at this time, was afting with a firmnefs and 
intrepidity that does great honour to his me- 
mory^ 
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teory, by re-feftabltlhiug thef klngJy siuChotityi ^* ^ '*^^ 
under fanftioft df the laws iad the conftitu^ 
tion. He atfemblecl a parli^ent at Edmburgh^ 
^herc fevefafl ftatutes wefe made. One for 
declaring the king's peace (by \^hich is meant 
ii6 Other than the civil inAittitions of the coun- 
ti'y) whefi prdclairiied, to be fofficient fecurity 
lor the life afid fortune of tvery fubjeft; and can- 
celling all oth^r fecurities which had been ufu- 
ally tiken in thofe times of public diffra^Sdon; 
It was enafted in the fame parliament, that all 
bffehtes fliould be ccgnissabic and punifeed by 
the king of his officers ^r and that the king 
ihould ht enabled to Make fuch officers^ a^^ €a6 
well, and Aiay wclt^ ^ifti-fli' fuchtrefpaffers. Ano- 
ther fiatute paffed againfl all fuch a^ fiiomld 
prefume to rebel againft the king's perfbn^ or 
his authority. A thii^d aift, -M^hich puffed ^t thi$' 
time, is extremely remarka:bie. As tke words 
2tre obfolete, the reaider will find them in the' 
liotes ^ ; but the meaning- is,' that if any man 
commit treafon againft the king'^ pferfon pr 

• " Item, it id ftatute and ordainit, that zif any man, as God 
forbid, commit or do treafoun againis the kingis pei*fouh or his 
majeftie, or rifis in feir of weir againis hiih, or lays fiahd^ u^n 
his perfoun violently, quliat age the king be of, zoung or ould, 
cr refettis ony that has commitit treafoun, or that (upplys thiem 
in help, red or counfal, or that ftuffis the houfes of them that arc 
convi6^ of treafovm, and haldis thanl againis the king, or tha^ 
ftuffis houles of thair awin in furthering of the kingis rebellis, or 
that aflailzies cailellisor placis quhair the kingis perfbun^ihall 
happin to }?t, without the confefit of the threr eftatis, (hall be 
punift as traifouj^is."^ 

Vol.. ill. Eee ma* 
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A^D. i45d. majefty, or rifes in actual war againft him (for 
fuch is the true import of the expreffion, feir of 
weir) or violently lays hands on his perfon, at 
whatever age he may be of, young or old, or 
fliall help, abet, or counfel traitors who mann 
their houfes againft the king, or who fortify 
their own houfes in fupport of hi» rebels, or 
who, without confent of the three eftates, fliall 
aflail any caftles or places where the king's per- 
fon fliall happen to be, will be puniflied as trai- 
tors. 

The words of the laft part of this a<9: are fo 
exprefs and ftubborn, that it is in vain for 
Abercromby, or the favourers of arbitrary 
power, to endeavour to explain them away. 
They undoubtedly eftablifli the doftrine of con- 
ftitutional refiftance, and evidently diflinguifli 
between the king afting for, or againft, the au- 
thority of his parliament. This principle is fo 
plain, that it would be almoft ridiculous to 
employ a fingle line in anfwering the many 
pages which thofe writers have employed in 
wrefting them to an , oppofite fenfe. All they 
can fay (and even that is but a poor evafion) is, 
that the three eftates, in pailingthis aft, fuppofcd, 
that the king might be made a prifoner againft 
his will by traitors, and that thofe good fubjeds, 
who attempted to deliver him, fliould be in- 
demnified. Many other expreffions in the afts, 
which pafled in the fame parliament, are fo 
many feparate proofs that the king was always 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed to be entrufted with the Executive A.i>.J4 
power only for the good of the people; and 
that he was even compellable to aA according 
to the laws and the conftitution. ^ 

Many other provifions which paffed in the Proceeding 
fame parliament, ftrongly evince, how well the foJiowcn? 
members could trace the great outlines of pub- 
lic liberty; and we find them, perhaps, more 
ftrongly delineated here than they were in Eng-' 
land, or any other nation, at that time. The 
king mentioned by this parliament is the king 
that is armed with the laws, of which he is the 
guardian ; but not a king fubjeft to the luft of 
power, or the caprices of paffion. James find- 
ing his authority^ thus fortified by his parlia- 
ment, proceeded fearlefly in th^ reformation of 
abufes committed by the greateft oflFenders. 
The clamour againft the bppreffions of the 
Douglaffes continuing from all quarters, he ap- 
pointed, in the terms of law, a day on which they 
were to appear to the charges againft them ; 
but he proceeded in a more fummary manner 
againft the immediate inftruments of the public 
grievances, as they could no longer plead the 
fecurity given them by theii; principals. One Sin- 
mington,a bailijQFto theearl of Douglas, was fum- 
moned to appear before the king's court; but he 
declined it, and was therefore committed to pri- 
fon. He was, however, foon after fet at liberty, on 
condition of his making reftitution out of his 
matter's cftates for the damages done to the com- 

£ e e 2 plainants. 
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4. D. 1450. plainants. William Sinclair earl of Qrjcney w$ui 
lent to put this fentence in execution on behalf 
of the laws ; but, not being attepded by a pro« 
per force, he returned with diipredit to the roy- 
al mandate. The king, who qow found that 
his authority would be fupported by his fubjeds ■ 
nrhen he took the refolution to affert it in perr 
fon, was foon at the head of an army ftrong 
enough to compel the rebels to their duty. Be- 
ing declare^ traitors in the common forms of 
law, J^mes refolved to treat them as fuch. He 
A civil war divided his army into two parts ; the one he 
count! ^ fent to Galloway, and with the other he march- 
ed in perfon againft the caftlp of Douglas. The 
former was baffled by the rebels, who had taken 
poffeilion of the ftrong paffes of the country ; 
and rejoining the army under James, he be- 
fieged the caftle of Douglas, which, after it had 
made a brave defence, he took; and, toftrike the 
rebels with greater terror, ordered it to be de- 
mo.Ufh^d. He then advanced againft the caftle 
of Lophmabp^, and, though ftrongly garrifon- 
ed, an^ well provided for a fiege, it was im- 
mediately furrendered, and for that reafon 
fayed ; but received a new garrifon of royalifts. 
The firmnefs of James foon daunted the rebels, 
and mai^y of them threw themfelves upon his 
mercy ; but, though he fpared their lives, he 
ftripped them of their eflfecls, \vhich he beftqw- 

ed on thofe whom they had plundered or de- 
frauded. 

• Drum* 
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Drumfnond fays, that when the news of the a.i).i4 
]aag's fuccefs reached Rome, fo many of Doug-^ r^^ 
' las's attendants flirunk from him, that wher^ 
Jately he appeared as a. prince, he feemed now 
fcarce a private gentleman. This may be true, 
but he ftill retained a confiderable number of 
attendants j for we find a paffport granted to 
him from the court of England, on the twelfth 
of November 1450, in which are inferted the 
names of about thirteen gentlemen of families 
and fortvmes, with eighty more, noble or igno^, 
ble, as the record mentions, who were pro-^ 
mifed prpte(5Uon and fafety in England for the 
fpace of three years ; for fo long did the eat! 
propofe to fojourn in England. As we are ig- 
norant of the particular time when the news of 
the earl's difai):ers reached Rome, this paffport 
might have been obtained before ; but it ferves 
to give us an authentic account of the fplendor 
in which Douglas travelled. According to 
lindfay, inany of his chief attendants left him 
upon his return home; fome of them taking, 
the way of France, and others of Flanders^ to 
embark for their own country. Upon his ar- 
rival in England, he f?nt his brother, James, 
to know the difpofition of the king towards 
him and his friends. That prince thought he 
had done enough to vindicate his own authority; 
and, unwilling to plunge his country in blood, 
expxeffed himfclf very willing to pardon the 
earl for all that was paft, upon his promifing to 

behave 
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A.D. 1450. behave for the future as a good fubjefl:, and to 
give no countenance to thieves and public rob- 
bers, but join with the civil authority in bring- 
ing them to juftice. All this was promifed on 
the earl's part ; and he' was not only pardoned 
by James, but taken into favour, and, accord- 
ing to the hiftories of that reign, reftored to 
his former place of lieutenant of the kingdom ; 
but this is contradifted by Abercromby, tho* 
I think upon flender or no grounds. All his 
caftles and houfes were reftored to him at the 
fame time. 
»45»- In April 145 1, a commiffion was iflued by 

tiations James for fettling his differences with the court 
uU "^' of England, occafioned by the breaches of the 
late truce ; and the earl of Douglas was at the 
head of this ncgociation. The other commif- 
fioners were the biftiops of Dunkeld and Bre- 
chin, the earls of Angus and Crawford, the 
lords Somerville, Montgomery, Glamis, and 
Gray, Sir John David of Murray, and Alex- 
ander Nairn of Sandford. We know nothing 
of the fuccefs of this negociation ; but there is 
great reafon to believe, that the earl of Dou- 
glas was, at this time, laying the plan of a re- 
bellion, and of procuring, at all events, the 
friendihip of the court of England. In the 
month of May, after the commiffion I have 
laft-mentioned was expedited, a protection for 
one year was granted by the king of England 
to the earl of Douglas, and the following per<» 

fons . 
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{pns : Sir James Douglas, Archibald Douglas, a. d. 14; 
earl of Murray, Hugh Douglas, earl of Or- 
mond, all three his brothers ; Sir Alexander 
Hume, James lord Hamilton, knight. Sir Wil- 
liarii Meldrum, Sir William t,auder of Halton, 
Thomas Cranfton, Sir James Douglas of Ral- 
fton, Allan of Cathcart, Sir David Hume, Sir 
John Rofs, George Alexander, David Hopprin- 
gle, William Baillie, George and Mark Hali- 
burton, Allan Lauder Charris, William Grier- 
fon, John Menzies, Mr. Adam Auchinlec, Mr. 
John Clark, Thomas Ker, James Ker, and to 
fixty-feven more in their company, noble or 
ignoble, armed or unarmed, on horfe or foot 
This proteftion was certainly obtained clan- 
deftinely, without the knowledge of James; 
as it contains the names of the heads of the 
Douglas party. What the earl's real inten- 
tions were, does not abfolutely appear from 
hiftory; but I am of opinion that his chief 
views, and thofe of his party, were to reftore the 
feudal fuperiorities in Scotland, and to repeal 
all the inftitutions which favoured the laws 
or the civil power. Thus all dependence of the 
great landholders upon the king in the executive 
parts of government or juftice muft have ceafed; 
and little more befideshis family-revenues, a pre- 
cedence in his own courts (and even there he 
had no voice) the wardlhips and the cuftoms 
muft have been left to fupport his royalty ; for 
without his barons he had no power of taxation. 

To. 
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A. D. 1451, Towards the end of July, a Aew commifiSbit 
teas ifliied to the following perfons : the bifhop 
of Glafgowy Dunkeldy Brechin, and Galloway ; 
George earl of Angas, Alexander earl of Craw- 
ford, Alexander earl of Huntley and Gordon, 
John lord Lindfay of Byres, Patric lord Gra- 
ham, William lord Somerville, Alexander lord 
Montgomery, Andrew lord Gray, Mr. John 
Methven, lord-regifter. Sir Alexander Hume 
of Hume, Alexander Nairn, James Parkk, ami 
Alexander Napier. Their bufinefs was to pro- 
long the treaty of truce ; and they met for that 
purpofe on the fourteenth of Auguft 145 1, in 
St. Nicholas's church at Newcaftle, with the 
Englifli commiffioncrs, the chief of whom were 
the bilhops of Durham and Carlifle, the earl 
of Salifbury, and the lord Henry Piercy. It 
was thefe agreed, that the truce fhould be 
prolonged (under the fame protefts and con- 
ditions as pafTed at Durham in 1449) from the 
fifteenth of Auguft 145 1, to the fifteenth of the 
iame month 1454* 
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